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REPORT 



It lias oyer been the felicity of the American Abolitionist to discern, 
at the close of each successiye year of his experience, fresh proofe of 
the wisdom of his philosophy and the sagacity of his method, \ in the 
impress they have set upon the character, and the direction they have 
given to the current, of events. The twelve-month which has just 
expired is overshadowed with a cloud of these witnesses. The strides 
of this nation towards its destiny or its doom were never more rapid or 
more appalling. If there be any element of deliverance, any hope of 
safety, any way of escape from the fate which analogous crimes have 
drawn down upon the heads of less guilty because less enlightened 
nations, of which the memory only survives, it is to be looked for in 
the bitter but healing antidote which the Abolitionists have mingled 
with the poisoned cup of the people's abominations. If there be any 
recovery for it from its present perdition, any possibility of its yet 
maiking this continent the theatre of the noblest drama ever presented 
to Gtod or man, of a true Bepublic whose laws are equal, beneficent, 
and just, a human translation of the Divine Government of the Uni- 
verse, it is only to be achieved by pressing forward in the footsteps by 
which the Anti-Slavery Movement would lead it on to safety, happi- 
ness, and glory. These truths the facts of the past year's history have 
impressed more deeply than ever upon our minds. 

When we addressed you last, the dangers which had been evoked 
out of the smoke and blood of the Mexican War, like demons rising 
from the hideous ebullition of a wizard's cauldron, had not yet taken 
definite shape and tangible substance. The daughters three of injured 
Mexico, whom we had ravished from her protection, were then the 
chosen objects of the unequal strife forever waging between the good 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 BXPORT. 

and tiie evil spirits which seek to possess the land. Slavery and 
Freedom were earnest in the contest, and sangoine of success. Wheth- 
er the golden sands oi California, the broad prairies of Utah, the unex- 
plored mountains and valleys of New Mexico, were to become the fair 
heritage of freemen or the fwjcursed prison-house of Slaves, was the 
absorbing thought of all that was fiendish and all that was wise, 
forecasting, and humane in the American people. The partial solution 
of this momentous question, the terrible possibilities and the damning 
disgrace which have balanced the extorted certainty of blessing, form 
the staple of the chapter of our history which is just finished, — the 
most important chapter that our Annals have yet disclosed. The 
latest chapter of the history of any Nation is commonly its most 
important, because it is the point about which all the light of the past 
concentres, and frt>m which it must radiate into the future. It is 
emphatically so with us. Our history is fast taking form unto itself, 
and they that would help to mould it into a Divine Philosophy, teaichr 
ing the Nations by high examples, and save it from becoming a dread 
Nemesis, terrifying them by fearftd warnings, must gird themselves to 
the work, unwearied and undaunted. 

Congress akd Slavery. 

At the time when we addressed you last, the Territories of Califor- 
nia, New Mexico, and Utah, were standing at the door of the Confed- 
eracy asking for admission. California presented herself with a 
Constitution forbidding Slavery by its Organic Law of political 
existence. Before the question was finally disposed of, New Mexico 
stood by her side claiming for all her inhabitants the freedom which 
the consistent republicanism of Mexico had bestowed upon them. 
Utah, also demanding Territorial recognition, was understood to be 
uncommitted upon this point, and not unwilling, perhaps, to purchase 
what she wanted for immediate need at the cost of entailing the curse 
of Slavery upon her future. At any rate, she did not present herself 
to Congress in an attitude likely to arouse the opposition of the domi- 
nant power. The first attempt made to settle this question on the 
principles of justice and freedom was the resolution oflfered by Mr. 
Root, of Ohio, almost immediately upon the organization of the House, 
instructing the Committee on Territories to report Territorial bills, 
prohibitory of Slavery. The failure which attended the motion, imme- 
diately submitted, to lay this resolution on the table, marked as it was 
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by a considerable majority, gave rise to a temporary bope that there 
were men enough in the House to enforce this measure of justice. 
But the hope was only temporary. When it came up for considera- 
tion, the wire-pullers had had time to giye direction to the political 
puppets. By the tergiversation of some, and the skulking of others, 
this just and necessary measure was defeated by about as large a ma- 
jority as had at first refused to consign it to the oblivion of the table. 
Among these seceders fix)m their first positioji were not a few men who 
had been elected in the belief that they were pledged to the canying 
out of the Wilmot Proviso. Such attempted to excuse themselves by 
the unpopularity of the source fix)m which the proposal emanated, and 
other weak and wicked devices. But the true ground of their defec- 
tion is to be traced, doubtless, to that system of mingled cajolery and 
terrorism by which Slavery has ever carried her ends. The Slave- 
holders accepted this action as a signal triumph. Their exultation was 
insiilting and unbounded. Threats of assassination on the floor of the 
House were scarcely veiled under the decencies of parliamentary 
periphrasis ; and one ruffian intimated that, in case of an attempt at 
** a resurrection," there would not be left enough members to make a 
quorum! As these threats proceeded from the acknowledged sove- 
reigns of our national legislation, they were allowed to pass xmpunished 
and almost unrebuked. And when the admission of California was 
proposed at a later time, all the devices of frivolous and vexatious 
delay were resorted to to prevent action being taken upon it. 

The most important proceedings in this matter were those originated 
and completed in the Senate Chamber. This strong hold of Slavery, 
where the insignificant minority of the Slaveholders in the nation hold 
nearly one half of the votes of the iq>per House, and the control of the 
whole of it, was well garrisoned as well as strongly fortified against any 
treasonable attempt from within or without. A better time for the 
purposes of the Slave Power could not have been chosen. The seats of 
the Senate groaned under the weight of defeated candidates and ardent 
aspirants for the Presidential Chair. Men who were not disheartened 
by defeat, more or less frequent and emphatic, from their earnest 
purpose to serve their country as its Chief Magistrate, contended there 
for that prize with younger but not less resolute rivals. Men who had 
grown old in public service, and whose names are the watchwords of 
warring parties, united together and with fresher competitors for the 
crown of every American politician's hopes, in paying suit and service 
to that power which holds in its hands the destinies of presidential 
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candidates. It was a true political miUenniam when all manner of 
antagonistic natures laid aside their inherent hostility, and united in 
licking the hand which they hoped was yet to feed fat their ambition. 

Greneral Cass, nothing daunted by the disappointment of his hopes, 
was one of the first to make his title clear to the heaven to which he 
aspired. He boldly declared that it was unconstitutional for Congress 
to pass laws for the Territories ! That the Supreme Legislature, to 
which the law-making po^er is expressly given by the Constitution, 
may not exclude Slavery from any Territory by law ! It having been 
maintained by another class of politicians that the Territories themselves 
have no power to make laws for themselves, or to forbid Slavery within 
their limits, it would seem that no power is lodged anywhere of 
sufficient weight to keep Slavery out of any Territory, North or South, 
into which it suited its convenience to enter. This warrior and states- 
man, however, distinguished himself about the same time that he was 
thus proposing to open the gates of three Territories, each equal in 'ex- 
tent and capacity of population to some European kingdoms, to a form 
of political degradation which no European despotism knows, by a 
proposition to discontinue diplomatic relations with Austria on account 
of her malfeasances towards Hungary. This extraordinary imperti- 
nence waa received with the contemptuous indignation it deserved by 
the Power at which it was aimed, and by monarchic Europe generally ; 
and the right of a Slaveholding nation thus to give herself airs of su- 
periority over them was a theme of taunt and invective in Vienna and 
Berlin. It is needless to say that it led to no results here, or rather to 
the only result designed, the seizing of an occasion for the further in- 
flation of a national vanity distended almost to bursting, but proving 
by its sensitiveness to censure that it feels how easily it can be ex- 
ploded. 

It was to the Great Compromiser, Mr. Clay, however, that the work 
of again arranging a bargain of which all the consideration should be 
paid by the North, and all the advantages redound to the South, was 
fitly confided. Having been successful in all his previous endeavors 
at this cheap kind of conciliation, he fearlessly undertook the task, and 
in January submitted a plan which received the ill-omened name of 
Clay's Compromise. Its terms were the admission of California with 
her Anti-Slaveiy constitution ; the organization of the other two Terri- 
tories without any restriction of Slavery ; the extension of the south- 
western boundary of Texas to the Kio Grande ; a portion of her debt 
to be paid on condition of her relinquishing her claim to that part of 
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New Mexico east of that river ; the abolition of the Slave Trade in the 
District ; the guarantee of Slavery, however, to its inhabitants as long 
as they choose that blessing ; more stringent measures for the recovery 
of Fugitive Slaves ; and the perpetuity of the Slave Trade between the 
States, unless forbidden by themselves. Of this Compromise, the only 
two particulars that looked towards freedom were the admission of Cali- 
fornia as a Free State, and the abolition of the District Slave Trade. 
The first of these was one of those concessions which could not well be 
withheld, inasmuch as California had settled the free character of her 
institutions for herself; and the second, though a just and proper act, 
which we have long demanded and which we now accept as the first 
fruits of our National Agitation, was, after all, in eflfect, merely shifting 
the Slave mart of Washington to some convenient point in Maryland or 
Virginia, just beyond the limits of the National Domain. It was an 
act of decency, which John Randolph and the citizens of the District 
had called for long years ago, but could hardly be allowed to counter- 
balance the tremendous odds ia the southern scale of this adjustment. 
In exchange for this concession. Slavery was to find no impediment in 
its march from the fields which it had already laid waste to the new 
worlds it sighed to conquer ; the limits of the Valley of Rascals was to 
be liberally enlarged, and her impudent claim to a portion of New Mex- 
ico, as groundless as one to Crim Tartary or Cochin China, was to be 
bought off by the payment of a portion of her scrip, believed to be pru- 
dently distributed among the incorruptible patriots at Washington ; the 
virtual abdication of the Constitutional power of Congress over Slavery 
itself, in the District, and over the trade in Slaves between the States 
was to be secured ; and, finally, the creation of a yet stronger compul- 
sion upon the inhabitants of the North to become the servile tools of 
Slave-catchers, to drag back into the hell of Slavery the men whose 
skill and courage in escape had proved that they both loved and 
deserved freedom. Such was the Compromise, these the mutual con- 
cessions, proposed by this Doctor in this branch of American politics ! 
By uniting all these measures in one bill, Mr. Clay proposed to 
compel all persons desirous of the prevalence either of its good or its 
bad elements to accept the whole rather than lose the part they desired. 
The name of the Omnibus Bill, which was bestowed upon it in derision, 
not unfitly described it. It was a pill of many ingredients, which the 
patient was to swallow without analysis, or the elimination of those he 
esteemed fatal from those friendly to life and health. This bill, in 
some shape, under various motions for modification or amendment, was 
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the staple business of the Senate for seyeral montlis. It funushed tlid 
lists in which the champions on either side encountered to break a 
lance for Liberty or for Slavery. Mr. Clay, himself, urged his plan 
as the sovereign panacea for the ills of the land, in speeches which 
showed that age had not injured his intellect nor softened his heart. 
The more violent an^ong the Slavery party thought the admission of 
Free California too gross an insult to the South to be endured. Mr. 
FooTE, of Mississippi, was forward in the ranks of these heroes. But 
he was willing to endeavor to save the Union, the date of which he 
fixed to a day certain, if his scheme of a Committee of Compromise was 
not acceded to. The outcry of the danger in which the Bepublic stood 
was raised on all sides. The threats of assassination and massacre, on 
the part of the Slaveholders in the Lower House, and of a settlement 
of the matter by a coup d'etat, was plainly intimated. Mr. Calhoun, 
with almost his dying words, gave a parting blessing to the Abomina- 
tion of Desolation, and died as he had lived, its faithful and true ser<« 
vant The violence and intemperance which marked this discussion 
were, we believe, unprecedented in the Senate Chamber, even in its 
worst days. Mr. Benton, who had advocated the more moderate 
measures, as they were esteemed, in relation to the matters involving 
Slavery, was the chosen object of the attacks of his Slaveholding 
brethren. Mr. Footb, even, on one memorable night, drew a pistol 
upon him in the presence of the assembled Senators. Abuse, ribaldry, 
contempt, eveiy weapon, rhetorical and moral a3 well as carnal, was 
directed at the recusants from the will of the Sovereign Power. 

Most of these champions of Slavery were either Slaveholders or men 
whose whole political life had been one continual service to Slavery, 
and from whom no other work was expected. There was one man, 
however, with whom we have in an especial manner to do, from whom 
better things were looked for. The man who had represented Massa- 
chusetts for near a quarter of a century in the Senate, who was well in- 
formed by the resolutions and action of her Legislature of the feelings 
and opinions of his constituents, who had claimed the exclusion of 
Slavery from new territory as his own peculiar invention and property, 
whom Massachusetts had more than once attempted to elevate to the 
highest National Office, from him she had the right to expect, at least, 
the decent show of resistance to this new and insolent aggression of the 
Slave Power. To him, at leaat, she might look to oppose the powers 
which God and those which she had given him against the new tide of 
lyranny and disgrace which was about to pour over the land. These 
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hopes, however jusdy founded, were most direly disappointed. It is 
trae that there had never been any manly stand made by Mr. Wbbstbk 
for the honor and highest interest of Massachusetts or the North, at any 
crisis when either was really at stake. It is true that he had sat by and 
heard the most insulting language applied towards his constituents, and 
made no sign. It is true that he had never made any attempt to emr 
body, in the National Legislation, the principles and the measures which 
the Legislature of Massachusetts had again and again accepted, pro- 
claimed, and proposed. It is true that he had ever appeared to act 
more as the feed advocate of class interests than as the vindicator of 
broad principles and forecasting views of policy — that he had ever been 
ready rather to use her as the tool of his own ambitious projects than to 
act B8 the representative of what she ought to be. But after the delib- 
erate and repeated committal of himself to the doctrines which Massa- 
chusetts had made her own, after purchasing the support of his own 
party and the State by the most emphatic and impassioned declara- 
tions of his coincidence in the opinions it had all along professed, it was 
thought that a decent self-respect, if not a regard to a higher duty to 
his State, his country, and his race, would have compelled him to uplift 
his voice against the further extension of Slavery, and his hand against 
any farther insult to the submissive North. But shamefully and igno- 
miniously did he betray the trust which had been committed to him, and 
defeat the hope that centred in him. 

The seventh day of March was the one marked by the infamy of 
his speech in favor of the demands of Slavery. Forgetting the Pro- 
viso, the paternity of which he had not long ago claimed as a distinction 
he would not have wrested from him, or regarding his paternal rights, 
like those of the Roman Fathers, to extend to the life and limb of his 
oflfepring, he trode the life out of it with his first advancing step. " If 
a resolution or law," said he, " were now before us to provide a territo- 
rial government for New Mexico, I would not vote for any prohibition 
into it whatever '' I And this, because Slavery was already excluded 
from California and New Mexico, by the law of nature and physical- 
geography, the law of the formation of the earth I And this imme- 
diately following an argument, showing historically that Slavery had 
existed in all parts of the world from the Equator to the Poles, and had 
been practised by nations of every grade of civilization ! Never were 
true premises more signally contradicted by a lying conclusion. When 
all the leaders of the hosts of Slavery were demanding the right of tak- 
ing Slaves to the Mexican territories as one of the highest and most 
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valuable nature, when, in the Presideniial contest, Mr. Webbteb, in 
common with other leading Whigs, had opposed the election of General 
Cass, because he was not to be trusted on this question, he had the 
effironteiy to tell the South that she had labored in yain, and the 
North that she had spent her strength for naught. The South 
meekly submitted to her share of the implied rebuke, for she well 
understood that it was but the mask of a profitable treason. How far 
the patience of the North will endure this insult to their understandings 
and their feelings, it is as yet hardly time to decide. 

An example of perversion of a law of man quite as extraordinary as 
tiie one just quoted of the law of Gk>d, is to be found in the gloss ^ven 
to the resolution accompanying the Annexation of Texas. Forgetting 
his old doctrine, that '* the Annexation as proposed was destitute of all 
decent semblance of constitutional propriety," and the parliamentary 
omnipotence of one Congress over the subject matter of the resolutions 
and bills of ita predecessors, even if constitutional, he affirmed that 
those resolutions of Annexation was as binding upon Congress and the 
nation as a ratified treaty. But not content with this acceptance of 
that infamous bargain, he manufactured a construction of it never 
dreamed of by its inventors, and giving Slavery a victory which it had 
never claimed. It having been provided by those resolutions that four 
new States might be made out of Texas, of which the " State or States " 
lying north of thirty-six degrees forty minutes shall be free, implying, 
of course, that at least one if not more of these four shall be free States, 
Mr. Webster had the impudence to affirm that, by this contract, such 
States as may be formed out of Texas, south of thirty-six degrees forty 
minutes, may come in as Slave States, to the number ofFoxjR I Thus 
stripping that nefarious bargain of the only shred of decency which it 
possessed, and depriving the North, as far as his interpretation could 
affect it, of the poor possibility of Freedom being ever established on 
that accursed soil I 

The most abominable part, too, of this plan of abominations had no 
terrors for Mr. Webster. The perfect shape in which further pro- 
tection should be ^ven to Slave property, by facilitatiug its restoration 
when it had escaped, had been only shadowed forth in Mr. Clay's 
proposition. Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, and Mr. Mason, of Vir- 
^nia, supplied all deficiencies by the bill which the one, and the 
amendments which the other, had laid before the Senate anterior to Mr. 
Webster's Speech. By this proposed legislation, not only every 
United States Judge and Commissioner, but every Clerk of Court, 
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Marslial, Collector, and Postmaster, was erected into a tribunal without 
appeal for the decision of questions of personal liberty. An affidavit 
of the claimant or his agent was all the evidence required for the 
identification of the party sought, while his counter affidavit was ex- 
pressly excluded, and a special provision was made for the protection of 
the Slave-catcher from forcible interference, at the expense of the United 
States. And any obstruction to the carrying out of the law, or con- 
cealment or assistance of a Fugitive Slave, made the culprit liable to a 
penalty of one thousand dollars to the injured party, over and above 
his damages by action, an equal sum to the United States (one half to 
the informer) and to imprisonment for twelve months. This bill, with 
these amendments, Mr. Webster declared his intention of supporting 
" with all its provisions, to the fullest extent." It is true that, at a 
subsequent period, after three or four editions had passed under his re- 
vising eye, Mr. Webster was compelled, by the general voice of indig- 
nation which was upraised at this wickedness, to pretend that he meant 
to say that he would support the bill with certain amendments of his 
own, among them a provision of a trial by jury, but this was justly re- 
garded with contempt as a mean and lying subterfuge for a base and 
wicked action. So was also Mr. Websteb's pitiful attempt to evade 
the censure brought upon him by his omission of any allusion to the 
imprisonment and enslavement of northern seafaring citizens, while 
dilating on the injustice of the North to the South in the matter ^of their 
Fugitives, in his printed speech, by a weak and flat allusion to it in its 
printed form. 

This demonstration, on the part of Mr. Websteb, caused a profound 
sensation throughout the country. The general feeling we believe to 
have been disgust and indignation at treachery and baseness of so 
flagrant a type. The servile prints and politicians that acknowledge 
Slavery as the breath of their nostrils, at the North as well as at the 
South, of course rejoiced in this new accession to their ranks. Even 
intimations, intended to lure him on to still lower deeps of infamy, 
were thrown out that the path thus happily entered upon might yet lead 
to the Presidency. But the sense of the intelligent, humane, and re- 
ligious portion of the country was all but unanimous in denunciation 
and abhorrence of his course. In Boston, on Monday, March 25, a 
great meeting was held in Faneuil Hall, of citizens, without regard to 
party, " who had read with surprise, alarm, and deep regret, Mr. Web- 
stsb's late speech on the subject of Slavery." But oile feeling seemed 
to pervade the vast assemblage, and every just sarcasm or denunciation 
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"was received with unanimous approbation. Mr. Sewall, the Presi- 
dent of the meeting, Mr. Theodobe Pabkeb, Mr. Wendell Phillips, 
and Mr. S. R. Wabd, addressed it with powerful effect. The two 
following resolutions selected from those passed will give an idea of the 
spirit of the meeting : 

** Resolved, That we consider the question of Slavery in the Terri- 
tories of the United States, now before the Congress of the Nation, as 
paramount to all merely commercial or political questions now before 
us ; that it deserves and demands the serious attention of the people 
themselves, for the welfare of millions of men depends on the decision 
that shall be made. 

" Resolved, That the recent speech of Hon. Daniel Webster, in the 
Senate of the United States, on the subject of Slavery, is alike un- 
worthy of a wise statesman and a good man, and is a speech * NOT 
FIT TO BE MADE.' 

** Resolved, That it is unworthy of a Senator from Massachusetts, 
after dwelling on the alleged grievances which the South, has suffered 
from the North, to omit in his spoken speech, all allusion to the oppres- 
sive laws of some Southern States, by which free colored citizens of the 
North, when going to the South on board ships, are taken and shut up 
in jail, and in his printed speech to treat the matter with most slender 
and delicate reproof." 

A M^^ meeting was also held at Plymouth, on the next Saturday, 
called by a great number of the most prominent members of all politi- 
cal parties and religious sects, which gave emphatic evidence that the 
spirit of the Pilgrims has not been entirely quenched by the Magician 
of Marshfield. Meetings of a similar character were held in Upton, 
and various other towns throughout Massachusetts and New England. 

But, though the voice of the mass of the well-educated and the well- 
intentioned was thus loud and distinct, there was not wanting that of 
assent and adulation. A letter was addressed to Mr. Websteb, by 
seven or eight hundred of the inhabitants of Boston and its vicinity, 
thanking him for his timely interference to prevent disunion and revo- 
lution, and for having recalled themselves to a sense of their constitu- 
tional obligations. This letter received the signature of some of the 
most influential and wealthy of the citizens of this neighborhood, but 
the names of many more were withheld, and those of the great majority 
trere obscure and inconsequential. The object of Mr. Webster's 
friends was, undoubtedly, to give him an opportunity of extricating 
himself in some measure from the predicament in which he had placed 
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himself. This he hriefly did, bat reeapitolating his positions as to the 
impossibility of Slavery entering the Mexican Territories, and the dnty 
of putting the questions of Slavery in the District and of the rendition 
of Fugitives on a more conciliatory basis, — and ** so to administer the 
government that all men may be made more and more sensible of its 
beneficent operations and its inestimable value." Letters of a similar 
character were addressed to him from Newburyport, Mass., Augusta, 
Me., Salisbury, N. H., and perhaps other places. In his reply to aH 
these adulatory effusions, his main object seemed to be to arouse the fears 
of the northern people by a strong expression of his own apprehensions 
of a disruption of the Union, in case these measures of conciliction were 
not adopted. The necessity of these letters is a conclusive proof of the 
extent of the dissatisfaction which Mr. Webstek's speech had excited. 
His political friends felt that these sacrifices of their own consistency 
and of the character of New England, as far as they were able to affect 
it, were needed. We are happy to say that there was a large remnant 
left, even of the Whig party itself, which refused to be absorbed in 
this gulf of disgrace which their lost leader had opened under their feet. 
The positions of Mr. Webster were ably attacked in the Boston Atlas, 
by the Hon. Franklin Dexter, and satisfactorily refuted. Other 
papers refused to endorse the endorsement of his course, and the efifeci 
has unquestionably been to split in two the Whig party and to para- 
lyze its energies. To this cause, to Mr. Webster chiefly, we appre- 
hend the defeat which has placed the command of this State in the 
power of the two other parties, to which we shall again allude, is to be 
attributed. 

But to return to the Senate Chamber. The flame of excitement 
which this firebrand of Slavery had kindled, continued to bum with 
intenser fury during the remainder of the session. Our limits forbid 
any attempt at a detailed account of the debates, or of the various 
devices which were resorted to for immediate or remote effect. In 
April, Mr. Calhoun passed from this world to render an account of 
his diabolical public life at the bar of that God, before whom all his 
children stand as equals and brethren. We do not presume to follow 
him to the judgment, nor to decide what palliations of perverted educar 
tion, of fatal circumstances, may be discerned for him by those eyes 
that look upon the heart. But, looking at his public life with the 
eyes of humanity, at his cold hearted, deliberate, unflagging advocacy 
of the interests of the vilest Slavery "that ever saw the sun," from 
the first moment that it was in anywise in question till the dying 
2 
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benediction he bestowed upon it and the new diampion it bad fotmd in 
the Massachusetts Senator, we are safe in saying that a more danger* 
ous politician, Statesman perhaps he deserves to be called, to the best 
interests of liberty never appeared in any legislative hall. We will 
not say the worsts for we must regard the northern man who emulates 
or transcends the patriarch of Slavery in allegiance to it and devotion 
to its interests as much more criminal, as he is more despicable than one 
who is to the manner bom. The very purity of Mr. Calhoun's pri^ 
vate life, his lofly subordination of all meaner ambitions and less vital 
interests to the great idea of the everlasting degradation of tiie Afirican 
race and the eternal supremacy of the Slave-masters in the nation as 
well as on tiie plantation, his singleness of purpose and devotion of 
heart tp his fiendish policy, made his eminence the more dangerous afl 
well as the more marked. Of all the men of this period in public life, 
if Statesmanship is to be counted by the ability and singleness of purpose 
with which a great end is proposed and pursued, however abominable 
and cruel, Mr. Calhoun deserves the fame of being a Statesman 
rather than a politician. He has made his mark upon his age, and it 
is one that will be long felt and seen. Though his name will in due 
time be regarded with the execration which a just posterity is sure to 
bestow upon the enemies of mankind, it will still be remembered, and 
remembered witiiout that element of contempt and loathing which must 
mingle with tiie memory of his northern imitators and tools. 

As the debate went on, one portion of Mr. Clay's Compromise after 
another was put aside. Not even the Conmiittee of Thirteen which 
Mr. FooTE at last succeeded in creating as the saving power of the 
nation, could save it from the contempt which such an ill-assorted mass 
of incongruities naturally excited, nor yet substitute anything more 
deserving of respect. The death of President Tayloe, which occurred 
July ninth, had its effect on this political dilemma. It was no secret 
tiiat he was opposed to the Omnibus bill, in favor of the admission of 
California, and the leaving of the other two Territories to themselves. 
He had also shown himself ready to chastise the insolence of Texas in 
proposing to exercise sovereignty over the part of New Mexico which 
she claimed in spite of the United States. No other man in the 
country seemed equal to encounter tiiis handful of land pirates, — who 
are dependent on the arms of the United States for their protection 
against the Indians in their neighborhood, — in this attempt to bully the 
whole nation. Of course, all this show of valor on their part was only 
to put them in a position to drive abetter bargain for the lands to which 
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ihej had no shadow of a chum, except their own lying assertioB. 
Whether President Taylor would have been able to stand his groond 
is yery uncertain. We incline to the opinion that he was happy in the 
tune of his death. He died at exactly the moment when he stood in a 
manly attitude, apparently resolved to do what seemed to him his duty 
at aU hazards. Whether the native hue of his resolution would have 
blenched before the vindictive opposition he would have had to 
encounter, or whether the influence of his own class interests would not 
have been too strong for him, can never now be known. A very few 
days, or weeks, would have made it all materials for History. As it 
is, it can always be said of him that he was ready to protect New 
Mexico in her rights as a Free State, and to drive away the Texan 
harpies from her borders. K he had lived, and were blessed with a 
good share of that obstinacy of purpose which was the crowning virtue 
of Andrew Jackson, he might have made a more respectable figure in 
history than he can now do. By the weight of his personal character, 
and the influence of his office, assisted by the circumstance of his 
being a Slaveholder, he might have been able to keep up an unequal 
fight for awhile. But so anomalous a position could not have been 
successfully maintained to the end. A Slaveholder daring to vindicate 
the rights of a State repudiating Slavery against a Slave State, and 
presuming to construe the Constitution otherwise than as the Magna 
Charta of man-ownership, could never have held his ground. He was 
put in the Chair neither by the South nor by the North for any such 
purpose. He would have been assailed virulently by the one, and not 
sustained by the other. It is well for him that his fame is relegated to 
the Media Scteniia, as the schoolmen called the philosophy of events 
that never happened. 

This event "wm doubly favorable to the designs of the Slaveocracy 
inasmuch as it not only removed such opposition as President Tatlob 
might present, but it substituted in his place Millard Fillmore, 
who has proved himself one of the most pliant and serviceable tools that 
it has ever had the fortune to employ. It also gave Mr. Webster an 
opportunity of escaping from the atmosphere of the Senate, now made 
hot by the dwindling number of days which separated him from the 
presence of his constituents, at whose hands it was ahnost certain he 
would meet with the rebuke of a rejection. He was glad of the 
opportunity, as it took him from a scene of active participation in the 
villainy of the day to a post whence he could quietly contemplate its 
progress. Before, however, he sunk from the Senate into the Depart- 
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ment of State he made a parting speeeh in ^orifioation of the GomprO' 
mise and himself. On this occasion he recapitulated the arguments in 
favor of the concession to Slavery of all it really wanted. This he de- 
Bcrihed as the highest patriotic virtue ; as the sacrifice which all good 
men were called upon to make for the satisfaction of their own country 
and of expectant Europe and posterity. He concluded this oration 
in the following self-denying and martyrly strain. 

" For myself, I propose to ahide by the principles which I have 
avowed. I shall stand by the Union and all wno stand by it. I shall 
do justice to the whole country, according to the best of my ability, in 
all I say, and shall act for the whole country in all I do. I propose to 
stand on the Constitution, and I need no other platform. I shall know 
but our country. The ends I aim at, by the blessing of God, shall be 
my country's, my Grod*s, and truth's. I was bom an American, I 
live an American, and I shall die an American. But I mean, to the 
extent of my abilities, to perform the duties incumbent upon me in this 
character, whether public or private, to the end of my career, and I 
mean to do this with an absolute disregard of personal consequences. 
What are personal consequences ? What is the amount of all the good 
or evil that could betide an individual, in comparison with the good or 
evil which, in a crisis like this, may happen to a great nation 'i Sir, 
let the consequences be what they may to me, I am careless. No man 
can hardly suffer too much, and no man can fall too soon, if he suffers 
w if he falls in defence of the liberties and the constitution of his 
country." 

That is to say, Mr. Webster is willing to encounter the present 
certainty of the Secretaryship of State and the possible contingency of 
the Presidency, provided Slavery could be allowed the chance of ex- 
tending her limits and Fugitive Slaves enough be seized and carried 
back to the patriarchal blessings from which they had ignorantly fled I 

Of course, the progress of this Compromise matter cotild not have 
been delayed so long without a vigorous and determined opposition on 
the part of the better portion of the Senators. Messrs. Seward, Hale, 
and Chase, distinguished themselves by the courage and constancy with 
which they opposed the tide which appeared to be sweeping everything 
before it, and which did, in effect, afterwards have unrestricted 
Bway. In the course of the discussions, Mr. Seward had moved that 
New Mexico should be admitted upon Proclamation of the President, 
on the ground that it was an independent State under Mexico, and 
that by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, she was entitled to as high a 
political estate as she enjoyed at that time, and in the course of his 
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speech had uttered ihe new and starUmg heresy that there was a *' high- 
er law" than the Constitution. This was received with the indignation 
it was fitted to inspire. Mr. Pkatt, of Maryland, intimated that expul- 
sion was the just due of the offender, and it has became the slang term 
of contempt for the extravagances of conscientious fanatics. A singular 
commentary on the character of our institutions I And the more em- 
phatic, inasmuch as Mr. Sewabd and Mr. Hale, while vindicating the 
doctrine of a higher law than the Constitution, would neither of them 
take the ground that there was anything in the Constitution opposed to 
that higher law ! Thus virtually admitting that the seizing of men 
who had had love of liberty and energy enough to reinvest themselves 
with their natural rights and stripping them of those rights and 
replunging them into the hell of Slavery, is not forbidden by the 
hi^er law ! Blackstone and Paley, and all writers on Law and Ethics, 
teach us that when a human enactment contravenes a Divine Law it is 
ipso facto void, and disobedience is obligatory upon all to whom it is 
addressed. In all other countries this is well understood and acted 
upon. Li ihis, it is the main business of priests and politicians to 
prove by Scripture or by argument, either, ^t the law of man is of 
superior obligation to the law of God, or that acts which the moral 
sense of impartial mankind shrinks from as crimes of the most enor- 
mous and the most cowardly guilt, are innocent and praiseworthy. 
This is owing to the unyielding nature of our iron Constitution and its 
implacable compromises. Men are met at the threshold of public life 
and required to swear to perform certain specific acts before they can 
put their foot over it. They are then obliged to defend them all on 
their merits ; or, to declare their intention to do them, though they 
acknowledge their iniquitous character ; or, to violate their oath, when 
brought to the test, by refusing to perfbrm them. The idea of refusing 
to exercise political power when it can only be obtained by a promise 
to use it for cruel and wicked purposes, seems to occur only to a few 
fanatics. And yet it seems hard to tmderstand how men who ac- 
knowledge the things done to be wrong, can maintain their integrity 
and self-respect in any other way, or how, in a country where such is 
the Supreme Law of the Land, men of honor can exert political power 
except outside of it, and for the purpose of abrogating it. 

By means of the various elements of opposition which were brought 

to bear upon the disposition of Mr. Clay's resolutions, combining 

southern zeal for greater latitude to Slavery with northern resolution 

to curb its dominion, they were finally^ July thirty-first, reduced from 

2* 
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the goodly axray originally introduced to the single item of a Territorial 
government for Utah. This result was welcomed by the lovers of lib- 
erty throughout the country. It was hoped that a substantial victory 
had been gained over the common enemy of the race in its strongest 
hold. But they who had watched the history of the Slave power fix)m 
its first incorporation with our National institutions, though they 
rejoiced, did so with trembling. And the event showed their prophetio 
hearts had foreboded but too truly. Though the whole fagot was 
rejected by the Senate for various reasons, still the separate rods of 
which it was composed were soon brandished over us. In about ten 
days from the final disposition of the Omnibus Bill, August ninth, the 
bill admitting California passed to be engrossed, and, as an equivalent, 
the Texas and New Mexico question was " settled " by an act granting 
the former about seventy thousand square miles of territory, to which 
she had no shadow of right, and ten millions of dollars to console her 
for having extorted no more I A territory equal to all New England, 
well adapted to the abuses of Slavery, and, when erected into a State, 
as of course it will be in due time, completely destroying the shadow 
of proportion secured by the Resolutions of Texan Annexation in the 
possibility of a Free State north of the magic line there described ! 
And for this Bill, Mr. Winthrop, the Senator appointed by the Gov- 
ernor in Mr. Webster's place, the two Senators from Rhode Island, 
and one from Vermont voted, — without whose votes it could not have 
been carried. This on the ground of its being a peaee measure I One 
which it was best to pass rather than have a collision with Texas ! 
Good encouragement, surely, to all brawling nuUifiers at the South to 
persevere in their threats and g^isconades, for they will be sure to pre- 
vail in the end. We are not sure that, in its remote consequences, 
this concession to Texas will not be fraught with more disasters than 
all the other "peace measures" put together. The Bills admitting 
New Mexico and Utah, as Territories, without any restriction as to 
Slavery, were passed about the same time. 

But the crowning glory of the Slave Power and the damning infamy 
of the North was the new Bill for thrusting those who had nobly 
vindicated their title to freedom, by achieving it for themselves, back 
into the condition of beasts of burden and articles of household stuff. 
This price at which our southern brethren were willing to consent 
to submit to the insult of California's electing to be a Free State, 
we think worth recording at length in the Appendix to this Report. 
A stronger proof of the despotism which is masked under the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



00N0SBS8 AND SLATIRT. 19 

Oonstitation of the United States could hardly be imagined. The 
right of Habeas Corpus denied, evidence taken in another State admit- 
ted to settle a question of personal liberty by the uncertain marks c^ 
personal identity, the decision of a Commissioner made final, the inflic- 
tion of heavy fines and imprisonment as the punishment of the simplest 
duties of common humanity, make an aggregation of crimes which has 
well entitled this Act the Bill of Abominations. No amendment 
of any importance could be made in it, it was accepted and passed, 
August twenty-third, substantially as it came from the hands of the 
craftiest and wickedest of the Slaveholders. As a piece of diabolical 
ingenuity, for the accomplishment of a devilish purpose, it stands with- 
out a rival among all the tyrannical enactments or edicts of servile 
parliaments or despotic monarchs. Only Twelve were found to record 
their voices against its passage, while Twenty-seven gave it t^e stamp 
of law. How deeply disgraceful is it to our nation that a law in some 
such shape is justified by the terms of the fundamental law, and that it 
is to its details rather than to its principle that men content to acknowl- 
edge allegiance to the Constitution must limit their condemnation. 
Those details are indeed such as may well make us blush for the 
barbarism of the nation of which we have the misfortune to be mem- 
bers. These are the tests that try our vain-glorious braggings and show 
us as we are — that change our countenance and send us away 
ashamed ; or would do so, if the national brow were not of bronze, as 
its heart is of iron. It is such as these that strip the delusive veil 
from the face of the Mokanna Kepublic of the Western Continent, and 
it stands revealed, instead of a Prophet of God appointed for the deliv- 
erance of the oppressed of all the world, a juggling Fiend, a moral 
Mcmster, that battens on the blood and misery of the poor and 
helpless. It is the professions of the nation done into English — 
translated into the vemacluar — made level to the meanest under- 
standing. The Model Eepublic is shown to be the Model Dungeon, 
with thirty wards, for the torture of the Innocent. The Home of the 
Free is the place where their three million Slaves have no Home. 
The Land of the Brave is the land where those faithful to its Institu- 
tions are bound to be the most cowardly of miscreants — to be the tools 
of the most dastardly of tyrants. The Eefuge of the Oppressed is the 
refuge where the most wretched of all the victims of Oppression can 
have no help, save in defiance and despite of the Laws of the Land. 

In the House, the important business of the session, which had 
occupied so long a portion of the time of the Senate, was perfunctorily 
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despatclied. The Territorial bills came first in order. The Texas 
Boundary bill came up on the third of September. It filled three days 
with an excited debate. Its enemies took every means to defeat it. 
The history of the motions to lay upon the table, to amend by substi- 
tution, by the incorporation of the Wilmot Proyiso, and all the other 
devices of parliamentary tactics, would occupy an unprofitable space in 
80 brief an abstract as we can affi)rd. At the close of September 
fourth, the House had refused to pass the bill to a third reading by a 
vote of one hundred and twenty-six, to eighty. But, on the morning c^ 
the fifth, this vote was reconsidered by a vote of one hundred and 
thirty-one, to seventy-five. At the close of that day the third reading 
was again refused by a vote of one hundred and seven, to ninety-nine. 
On a motion to reconsider this vote, the Speaker, though intensely 
southern and disgracefully partial, was obliged to rule it out of order, 
one such motion having been already made. On the sixth, the House, 
on Appeal, reversed the decision of the Speaker by a vote of one hun- 
dred and twenty-three, to eighty-three. Under the pressure of the 
Previous Question (moved by Mr. Howard, of Texas,) the bill was 
then passed to a third reading by a vote of one hundred and eight, to 
ninety-eight ! An instance of parliamentary tergiversation unexampled 
we believe even in the annals of Congress, and only to be accounted 
for by the omnipotent presence of Texas Scrip, which rose at once from 
abnost nothing to more than 'par. It was finally passed by a vote of 
one hundred and seven, to ninety-seven. The Territorial bill for New 
Mexico was incorporated with this bill in the course of its eventfiil 
history and its title amended accordingly. On the seventh, the Cali- 
fomia bill came up, and after various attempts to amend it into a shape 
yet more acceptable to Slavery and to diminish the extent of territory 
it protected, the bill finally passed by a vote of one hundred and fifty, to 
fifty-seven. The Utah bill being the next in order, a short but desper- 
ate fight was had over it. Mr. Wentworth moved the Wilmot Pro- 
viso, as he had done for California, but with as little success. Propor- 
tions on the other side to allow Slaveholders to carry in their Slaves 
until a State government was formed, to repeal all laws prohibiting 
Slavery west of the Mississippi, etc., etc., were also voted down, and 
the bill passed by a vote of ninety-seven, to eighty-five. 

The way was now clear for the Crowmng Mercy of the Fugitive 
Slave law. The manner in which it was disposed of may be 
briefly told, but should be forever remembered. On the twelfth of 
September, the Senate Bill was taken up and read. Mr. Thompson, 
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of Pennsjlyania, spoke in its behalf. At tbe close of his speech, ** 6x 
Hie sake," as he said, ** of giving the House the fullest opportunity to 
test its sense," of the bill, he moved the Previous Question. Without 
the possibility of debate, without having been committed, without 
having even been printed, the Previous Question compelled immediate 
action by a vote of eighty-seven, to sixty-nine ; and it was forthwith 
passed by one hundred and nine yeas, to seventy-five nays. Thibtt- 
ONE northern men joined in this crime, of whom the name of one will 
be an everlasting dishonor to this State and this City. SAMUEL 
ATKINS ELIOT is the miscreant who has made all former northern 
treason look white by the side of the blackness of his infamy. He 
voted for all the Territorial Bills, for the Previous Question, and was 
one of the three northern Whigs that denied the profession of their 
party on that accursed day. As long as New England retains any 
spark of the spirit or of the pride of her ancestry, his memory will be 
held in loathing and abhorrence. 

This work of wickedness could not have been accomplished without 
the help of northern hands. The open villainy of some bolder spirits, 
and the skulking connivance of many less courageous accomplices, 
effected the work. Had it not been for their assistance, it could not 
have been done. Thirty-one northern men voted for the Abominable 
Bill, and thirty-three more did not vote against it. The faces of dough 
were ready to be kneaded ; the noses of wax were plastic in the hand 
of the moulder. For the thousandth time the disgraceful will of the 
Slaveholders has found northern hands eager to do it. The men rep- 
resenting the Free States have stiU been, as ever before, found ready 
to register the Edict of the Despot of the Country, be it what it might. 
The pretence of Peace, and the reality of Pelf, has again been made 
the cloak under which liberty and humanity have been struck down in 
the house of their false friends. A feigned belief in the danger of the 
Union, and a genuine hope for a more protective Tariff, worked 
together to bring about this infernal legislation. Peace, indeed ! As 
if it were not the voice of Nature, as well as of Scripture, that there is 
no peace to the Wicked I And Pelf, too ! Thank God, the adepts 
who sold their souls to the devil, in this hope, have not yet got their 
pay ! and Ood grant that they never may ! 

Besides these memorable actions there were various occasions of 
lesser moment which still helped to swell the whole agitation ' of the 
matter of Slavery. On the eighth of January, Mr. Upham, of Ver^ 
mont, presented to the Senate the Eesolutions of the Legblature of that 
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State on the subject of Slavery, and a warm debate waa excited on the 
question, first), whether they should be received, and, secondly, wheth- 
er they should be printed. So materially modified is the reverence fop 
the sovereignty of the several States by the latitude of their boundaries. 
On the seventh of February, Mr. Hale presented a petition irom 
inhabitants of Delaware and Pennsylvania, asking for a peaceable disso- 
lution of the Union. This proposition, coming as it did from the wrong 
side of the Union, produced a debate of some length and much 
acrimony. Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, deserved and received the 
thanks of Mr. Foote for his manly opposition to this attack on the 
integrity of the Palladium of our Liberties and our Slavery. This 
champion of the Union suggested that expulsion would not be an 
excessive penalty for such disorganizing acts, though he declined mak- 
ing the proposition, himself. Mr. Seward proposed the reference of the 
petition to the Judiciary Committee, with instructions to report that the 
prayer was one Congress had no power to grant, characterizing it as the 
proposition of madmen. It is somewhat strange, perhaps, that an 
ebullition of lunacy should have created so strong a sensation in that 
grave and reverend body. After occupying the chief of two days and 
affording food for the indignation and the mirth of Honorable Senators, 
its reception was finally refused by a vote of fifty, to three, — the dis- 
sentients being Messrs. Chase, Hale, and Seward. Mr. Stevens, of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, Mr. King, of New York, and 
other members of the House bore strong and eloquent testimonies 
against every shape which the Adversary assumed at this time. In fact, 
nothing could be proposed in House or Senate that did not bring up 
the formidable apparition which must haunt all public assemblies and 
all private walks until it is finally exorcised and annihilated. After 
Mr. WiNTHROP had been removed to the Senate he moved the question 
of the treatment of our colored seaman in southern ports, and main- 
tained the right with much perseverance and ability. That atrocity 
was perhaps never so fully brought before the public or more thor- 
oughly sifted and exposed. It is needless to say that his efforts had 
no further effect than the arousing of public attention and the informa- 
tion of the general mind. 

This black and evil work having been accomplished, the victory was 
duly celebrated at the Metropolitan Pandemonium by feastings, illumi- 
nations, and bonfires. Mr. Webster bounded from the dinner-table 
to the balcony, when called out by his admiring friends, and aptly 
quoted the soliloquy of the most odious tyrant in English history, when 
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eongratolatdng himself on the success of Ms iareasonable and bloody 
schemes. ** The winter of his discontent was made glorious summer '* 
by the triumphs of Slavery, and the heart of the Defender of the Con- 
stitution, full of joy and wine, overflowed at the prospect of the 
peace which was to crown this prosperous wickedness. We think, how- 
ever, that even in this winter, which the fervent imagination of Mr. 
Webstbb saw converted into a fatal summer, we can see the signs of a 
true spring, of a blessed harvest. All these results we have foreseen 
and foretold from the beginning. We see in them the fruits of our 
own agitation. The Abolitionists have done, Mr. Clay and Mr. Web- 
stbb being witnesses, what no other body of men have ever been able 
to do since there was a Congress. They made it a valuable and useful 
body ! They turned that logocracy into a Grand National Anti-Slavery 
Debating Society. For the Slaveholders know, and tell us, that to 
defend Slavery is an Anti-Slavery work. Silence and darkness are the 
only elements fit to support its like. Light and Speech are the most 
powerful exorcisms that can be brought to bear against it. For the 
first time since Congress was, its members have earned their per diem. 
No sensible person grudges them their daily allowance, or would were 
it twice as much. The Abolitionists have beaten their ** rub-a-dub," as 
Mr. Websteb calls it, to some purpose. They have played the Devil's 
tattoo for Mr. Clay, and the Kogue's March which has drummed 
Mr. Websteb out of the Legislative Camp. Lord Chesterfield said of 
Pulteney, that **he sunk into insignificance and a Peerage;" so, 
thanks to the Abolitionists, Mr. Websteb has sneaked from the Senate 
Chamber to the Department of State. 

The Abolitionists have sometimes been accused of boasting them- 
selves unduly, and magnifying their office beyond measure. But these 
charges can hardly again be urged against them. Mr. Websteb and 
Mr. Clay, to say nothing of the ^^ Pairicii minorum gentium ^^^ have 
set that matter forever at rest, and put it beyond the possibility of a 
peradventure. It is the Abolitionists, and they only, that have created 
the prejudices at the North, from which all the mischief springs. It is 
their incessant agitation that has stirred up the ill will which looks at 
the relation of master and Slave from the stand-point of the Slave. This 
is all true, and very creditable to the observation and the candor of 
those most honorable gentlemen. But there is a curious appendix to 
this information, less creditable to their sagacity ; and that is, that they 
profess to believe that the passage of the Compromise Bills would quiet 
these perturbed spirits, and restore the good old days of pro-slavery 
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tranquillity that reigned twenty years ago ! Mr. Clay really seems to 
i^nk that the deglutition of his panacea of the many simples would 
work a miraculous cure in the body politic, and restore it, if not to 
health, to that blessed ignorance in which it formerly rejoiced that any- 
thing ailed it. He referred to the calm which followed the Missouri 
Compromise, and. anticipates a renewal of those halcyon days. But he 
forgets that the very element of which he and his compeer complains 
did not exist then, and does exist now. An organized Movement, 
resting on the absolute, essential, and incurable wickedness of Slavery 
appealing to the religious and humane elements of human nature, has 
made a radical difference in the permanence and growing intensity of the 
Anti-Slavery Agitation. Mr. Clay and Mr. Webster may be sure this 
will not be put out by filling its odorous lamp with the very oil that 
feeds its light. The proposition is so absurd that it hardly seems 
serious. It would seem to smack of senility were not their speeches so 
full of strong hard-headed wickedness. Were it Agitation only that 
we cared for, we should have regretted the rejection of the Compromise. 
But we do not wish evil to be done that good may come of it. And, 
be it as it may, we can assure those afflicted patriots that they may as well 
curse Gtod. and die at once, if they expect to see the beatific day when 
there shall be no more Anti-Slavery Agitation in the land. There 
must be no more Slavery first. 



The South and the Union. 

The policy of the South, in its leading influences, has been, during 
the past year, marked by the same state craft and distinguished by the 
same success that has ever characterized it. The indignation which 
naturally pervaded it when it found that the conquests of the Mexican 
War, which had been planned and fought through for the simple pur- 
pose of strengthening its influence in the nation, by extending the 
dominion of its idea, were not all of them necessarily to be devoted to 
their legitimate purpose, was loud and deep. Its rage at the certain 
loss of the golden regions of California — regions so eminently adapted 
to Slave labor, — wrested from it by the northern immigration, that had 
peopled it with freemen, and at the doubt, not yet entirely relieved, 
which was spread over the destiny of New Mexico and Utah, by the 
fanaticism of northern freedom, was as sincere as it was violent. It 
found vent in the resolutions of legislatures, the messages of governors, 
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the yaporing of conventions, the ihetoric oi ihe stamp and of the palfnt, 
and the fierce diatribes of the press. In Georgia, a Joint Report and 
Besolutions were submitted early in the year, recapitulating the injuries 
the South had endured at the hands of the North, and authorizing the 
Governor, in case Congress should abolish Slavery in any Territory, 
or the District, or admit Califomia, or the other Territories, with Consti- 
tutions forbidding Slavery, or if any Slave should be refused to be 
delivered up by the authorities of any northern State, to call a Conven- 
tion of the People, to take such steps as the general good should seem 
to make necessary. As at least one of these cases has arisen, and 
Georgia has not yet seceded, we may hope that she has recotisidered 
her stem purpose, and relented in our favor. South Carolina, too, has 
not been wanting in that noisy bravado which has constituted, for so 
many years, the political capital of that bullying Commonwealth. A 
bill was introduced into the Legislature making postmasters liable to fine 
and imprisonment, if they knowingly deliver to any person ** any writ- 
ten or printed paper, picture, drawing, or engraving," reflecting on the 
Domestic Institution. A resolution was also passed, approving of the 
conduct of the South Carolina members, in refusing to vote for any 
Speaker ''in the slightest degree tainted with unsoundness on th^ 
Slavery question; " and also heartily approving of their bold, decided, 
and truly Southern position, and their emphatic declaration of the deter- 
mination of their people, " that if Slavery was abolished in the District, 
or the Wilmot Proviso adopted, the Union would be dissolved." 
Alabama, also, took her determined stand by the side of Georgia and 
Carolina. Alas, we fear that these valorous resolutions would have 
stood the test as indifferently as their answering antagomsms of Massa- 
chusetts, when it came to be relentlessly applied I 

Maryland, by a unanimous vote of her Legislature, passed resolutions, 
in answer to those of Vermont, refusing to entertain them, and direct- 
ing the Governor to return them whence they came. . The Governor of 
Virginia, moved by the refusal of Ohio to deliver up a free negro 
charged with the crime, as we gather, of /issisting in the escape of a 
Slave, such an act being no crime in Ohio, sent an angry message to 
the Legislature, containing the following spirited passage : 

" This sort of thing is of ifrequent occurrence, and must be remedied. 
If the Federal Government fails to furnish adequate protection to us 
touching our Slaves, and offenders against the laws concerning them, 
then we must take the remedy into our own hands ; for our citizens are 
entitled to ample protection in all their rights, whether of person or 
3 
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property* The goyermnent wbieli from fear or weakness fails to aecom- 
piyi t£is great end for which it is instituted, is deserving of neither 
the respect nor the support of free and enlightened men." 

The remedy which his Excellency suggested as an approximation to 
redress, was the taxation of the productions of the offending States, 
made by means of their licensing system. The patriotic zeal of this 
functionary seems to be more admirable (ban his political economy, 
inasmuch as the taxes thus imposed must be, in the end, paid by the 
Virginian consumer. The Nashville Convention, which was one of the 
horrid forms which Southern Disunionism assumed to frighten us from 
our propriety, was held this year. It was proposed by Mississippi, 
but the proposal does not seem to have met with very general favor, 
even in the Slaveholding States. In June it issued its Address and 
Kesolutions, recounting the injuries of the South, especially in regard 
to the attempt to keep Slavery out of the Territories, and resolving that 
*' the Slaveholding States cannot and will not submit to the enactment 
by Congress of any law imposing onerous conditions or restraints upcm 
the rights of masters to remove with their property into the Territories 
of the United States, or to any law making discriminations in favor of 
the proprietors of other property against them." 

There were admissions in the Address of the efficacy and sufficiency 
of our method in attacking Slavery, which may well encourage us to 
persevere in it unto the end. As for example : 

" In the mean time, the course of the northern people showed clearly 
that the agitation of Slavery in Congress was only one of the means 
they relied on to overthrow this Institution throughout the Union. 
Newspapers were set up amon^ them, and lecturers were hired to go 
abroad to excite them against Slavery in the southern States. * * 
Not content with the agitation o^ Slavery in political circles, the north- 
em people forced it also into the religious associations extending over 
the Union, and produced a separation of the Methodist and Baptist 
churches. The result of all these various methods of assailing Slavery 
in the southern States, was, that it became the grand topic of interest 
and discussion in Congress and out of Congress, and one of the most 
important elements of politics in the Union. ♦ ♦ * Yq^ 
are arraigned as criminals. Slavery is dragged into every debate, and 
Congress has become littie else than a grand instrument in the hands 
of Abolitionists, to degrade and ruin the South. Instead of peace and 
protection, aggression and insult on the South characterize its proceed- 
mgs and councils. And what is your condition with respect to your 
sbter States ? Where is that respect and comity which (due from all 
nations towards each other) is more especially due from States bound 
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together in a confederacy, and wUch was once displayed in all their 
intercourse. Instead ai respect and sympathy, dennnciation and hos- 
tility on aoconnt of your institntion of Slayeiy, haye for years past 
characterized the communications addressed to yon by the northern 
States. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

'' The institution of Slayeiy haying once entered the popular mind 
of the nonrSlayeholding States, for action and control, the rest is ineyi- 
table. If unrestrained by us, they will go on until African Slayery 
will be swept from the broad and fertile South. The nature of things, 
therefore, independent of experience, teaches us that there can be no 
safety in submission." 

The Conyention adjourned from June until after the adjournment of 
Congress, in order that it might act intelligently upon the action of the 
National Le^skture in the premises. Its result was embodied in the 
foUowing resolutions : — 

** Resolved, That we haye oyer cherished, and do now cherish, a 
cordial attachment to the Union, which the Constitution of the United 
States created ; and that to preserye and transmit such a Union, this 
CiMiyention originated and is now assembled. 

'' Resolved, That the Union of these States is a Union of equal and 
independent soyereignties ; and that the exercise of powers delegated 
to the General Gx)yemment can be resumed by the seyeral States, 
wheneyer it may seem to them to be proper and necessary. 

'* Resolved, That we deem it unnecessary to notice the yarious acts 
of aggression inflicted on the South. A simple reference to the wrongs 
perpetrated since the first meeting of this Conyention will suffice ; and 
they are : 

''1. The failure to extend the line of thirtyndx degrees thirty min- 
utes, north latitude, to the Pacific Ocean. 

'' 2. The admission of California as a State. 

** 3. The organization of Territorial Qoyemments for Utah and New 
Mexico, without adequate protection to the property of the South. 

*' 4. The dismemberment of Texas. 

'' 5. The abolition of the Slaye Trade in the District of Columbia. 

" Upon these facts we solemnly adjure the people of the South to 
unite in one concentrated eflS)rt to saye the Union and the Constitution. 
We recommend to them to go into Convention, and each State to deter- 
mine her position on the questions and exigencies of the crisis. 

''With the northern majority, and the Federal Gbyemment &tally 
determined upon the destruction of the institution on which our exist- 
ence depends, we haye nothing to hope saye only from our own unity, 
resources, and strength. When these shall haye been exhibited, pos- 
sibly the North may recede. The unity of the South may saye the 
Union of the States. 
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^* Resolved, That in view of the ftggr^ssiong and outrages inflicted 
upon the South and those tiireatenedand impending, we reoommend 
^at each of the southern States, in the mode she may adopt, do appoint 
delegates to a General Conyention of the assailed States, to be neld 

at , on day of , clothed with full authority to deliberate 

and act with all the sovereign power of the people, with the view of 
airesting farther aggression, and restoring the constitutional rights of 
tibe South — if possible — and if not, then to provide for tiie safety and 
independence of the South in the last resort. 

" Resolved, That we urge, as a defensive course, forced upon us by 
our assailants, and as not only unavoidable but essentially just, that 
the southern people do immediately adopt the following preventive 
measures : 

** 1. That every county, district, parish, or other civil division of each 
of the assailed States, do hold a primary meeting and form a society or 
association, to adopt and effectuate any and all lawful measures and 
means, whereby the resources of the Souths shall be employed toward 
domestic manufactures and internal improvements, and whereby all 
social, commercial, and political intercourse between the South and the 
North shall be wholly suspended, until the North shall become pre- 
pared to concede and guaranty to the South the full measure of ner 
constitutional rights. 

** 2. That such local societies do appoint and empower committees 
of vigiUnce and safety ; each to exert observation over its locality 
in respect to incendiaries and incendiary publications, pamphlets, and 
papers : to bring such incendiaries, or disseminators of such productions, 
to public justice ; and to act cenerally as policemen in respect to the 
assailed institution of the South. 

•* 3. That it is incumbent upon the southern people to build up 
southern institutions and foster southern literature, by giving all pos- 
sible preference to them. Especially we would discourage the expendi- 
ture of large sums by our citizens in the towns to the North and East, 
preferring not to favor those who return our gratuities by vnrong and 
insult. 

*' 4. Resolved, That we earnestly recommend to all parties in every 
State in the South to refuse to go into, or countenance, any NationtJ 
Convention, whose object may be to nominate candidates for the Prissi- 
dency and Vice Presidency of the United States, under any party 
denomination whatsoever, until our constitutional rights are secured." 

Since the adjournment of the Nashville Convention, the Governor of 
Virginia sent another message to the Legislature, commenting on the 
law of Vermont for the protection of her inhabitants, and insisting upon 
the necessity of a ''distinct, immediate, and final settlement of the 
question of Slaveiy between the Slaveholding and non-Slaveholding 
States." For this end he proposed that Virginia should pass resolu- 
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<aoB8, *' inviting all tiie States of tho Union to unite in sending dele- 
gates to represent the whole people in a general Conyention, which 
ought to assemble at an early period — not kter than May — at Balti- 
more, or some other oonvenient central point, for the purpose of bring- 
ing to an end all sectional controyersies, relative to Sktyery. To secure 
that end, ilie principles which should goyem the action of the Conyen- 
tion ought to be announced in the resolutions by which it is called. 
All should be invited to unite in this movement who are in &vor of the 
perpetuation (^ the Union, and who, to attain tiiis result, are in favor 
€£ Uie Fugitive Slave Bill, honestly and cordially enforced : who are 
opposed to its repeal or ihie essential modification of ihe Slavery ques- 
tion, either in Congress or in the States." 

The punishment suggested in his fcmner message to be inflicted on 
the northern States, he proposed to make dependent upon their beha- 
vior, and the result of the Convention. The Legislature of South Caro- 
lina '' in view of the duiy of a Christian people at all times to look for 
guidance and direction, but more especially in seasons of trials and 
dijfficulty, and in reference to the destruction of the equal rights of the 
southern States " by Congress, set apart a day of Fasting and Prayer, 
to propitiate tiie Divine Anger, as manifested in the permission of these 
interferences with the right of one portion of the human family to rob 
ftnother portion of all rights. Strengthened by this religious exercise, 
they appropriated $300,000 for purposes of defence, and took other 
steps in a warlike direction. But in the end the State seems to have 
taken counsel of discretion, and postponed the consideration of the ques- 
tion of Disunion for more than a year, until February, 1852 ; then to 
take final action (unless she again defers our destruction,) with the 
tmowledge of tiie doings of a southern Convention, to be held in the 
meantime. Thus tiie prospect of a Dissolution of the Union by the 
South is not much nearer than before these things came to pass. There 
was a time when it seemed as if Soutii Carolina, at least, had wrought 
herself up to a point of frenzy which would lead to some kind of demon- 
stration towards secession. But the excitement seems to have faded 
away. The advantages accruing to the Slaveholders from a Union 
which makes us the watohdogs and the bloodhounds of their human 
herds, and at the same time gives them a despotic c(munand of the 
National policy and plunder, are too obvious and too many to be for- 
feited to consistency in gasconade. We have littie hope of the knot 
that ties us to our natural enemies will be cut by them as long as it 
holds us bound under their feet. While we should welcome a deliver- 
3* 
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anoe from tiiese bonds ba a blessing pregnant witb good to the nation, 
let it come from what quarter it might, still we think there is as little 
immediate probability of our masters emancipating us as of their ^ving 
freedom to tilieir negro Slaves. 



Thb Nobth anb thb Union. 

Whatever realiiy the pretences at a purpose of secession at the South 
may have had, they had the effect of arousing the loyal spirit of ihe 
North to the rescue. Not by a manly resolution to put down the south- 
em malcontents, should they venture upon any overt act, but by servile 
declarations of its own willingness to do the dirty work appointed to it 
as the price of averting one. These demonstrations were made in 
divers manners from the beginning of the Agitation of the Compromise 
Question. The press, the pulpit, public meetings, all united in swell- 
ing the chorus of praise to the Union, and in giving voice to ^q devo- 
tion to it that inspired them all. The first public meeting in the long 
procession which has marched through the year, was held in Castle 
Garden, at the beginning of Spring, before Mr. Websteb's speech, on 
a call agned by men of all political parties. The Mayor presided, 
Messrs. OansN, Joseph L. White, General Scott, and others, ad^ 
dressed it. Eesolutions foreshadowing almost the very shape which 
die Compromise finally took, were passed with enthusiasm, and as far 
as the City of New York was concerned, the Union was put in the way 
<^ being saved. This meeting, however, was but the precursor of 
another yet more emphatic, held in the same place, in November. 
Every effort had been made to procure a great array of signatures to 
the Call, and many were extorted under threats of exposing the delin- 
quents to their southern customers. It was composed, also, of men 
of all parties ; but the fact of its occurring near an election, took fr(»n it 
something of the disinterested look so patriotic a movement should have, 
and gave it ike appearance of a trick to procure the defeat of the 
Seward wing of the Whig party in the State, — a result that it very 
nearly accomplished. It was addressed by a mixed commission of 
Whigs and Democrats, and passed resolutions approving of all ike 
Gcnnpromise measures, the Fugitive Law amongst Hbcm, declaring that 
ihey '* will sustain that law and the execution of the same by all law-* 
fill means." The clomng resolution was the ognificant one of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THI NOBTH AMP THl UNION. 81 

** RtBohed, That we regard our obligations to the Oonstitatian and 
ihe Union as superior to the ties of any of the political parties to which 
we may hitherto have belonged, and that on all future occasions we 'will 
range ourselves under the banners of that party whose principles and 
practice are most calculated to uphold the Constitataon, and to perpetcK 
Me our glorious Union." 

This oontfuns the key to much that is hard to understand in this por- 
tion (^ our history, — to a purpose of forming a new party out of tiie 
worst pcn-tions (^ the other two, which may give another Presidential 
pesBibiHty to desperate politicians. That A&. Webster is ready lor 
stich a party the conclusion of the following passage of the characteristie 
letter addressed by him to the meeting, conclusively i^ows. 

" No man is at liberty to set up, or affect to set up, his own oon- 
0(»ence as above the law, (great cheering,) in a matter which respects 
the rights of others, and the obligations, civil, social, and political, due 
to others from him. Such a pretence saps the foundation of all govern- 
ment, and is of itself a perfect absurdity ; and while all are bound to 
yield obedience to the laws, wise and well-disposed citizens wiU forbear 
from renewing past agitation, and rekindling tiie flames of useless and 
dangerous controversy. (Cheers and applause.) 

** If we would continue one people, we must acquiesce in the will of 
the majority, constitutionally expressed ; and he who does not mean to 
do that, means to disturb the public peace, and to do what he can to 
overturn the government. (Applause.) 

" Gentiemen, I am led to the adoption of your last resolution, in an 
especial and emphatic manner, by every dictate of my understanding, 
and I embrace it with full purpose of heart and mind. Its senti- 
ment is my sentiment. With you, I declare that I "range myself 
under the banners of that party whose principles and practice are most 
calculated to uphold tiie Constitution, and to perpetuate our glorious 
Union." 

At the end of November, the patriotic citizens of Boston held their 
meeting in Faneuil Hall, — the Call, like that of the Castle Garden 
meeting, being numerously signed. Messrs. Benjamin B.. Cubtis and 
BuTUS Choate were the two principal speakers. The first gentleman 
did not defend the morality of the Slave clause in the Constitution. 
He only justified its framers on the ground of their own selfish neces- 
ffities. He put the right of Massachusetts to restore a Fugitive on this 
ground. In 1776 Massachusetts became a Sovereign State. A Sove- 
reign State has the right of excluding such foreigners as she pleases 
finmi her woSL Therefore she has the right to exclude these black for- 
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eigners. As if birtih and ancestiy did not make tiie blacks of die Soatb 
inhabitants of the country as well as the whites I As though, if they 
be strangers, common humanity and protection could be withheld from 
them without the grossest inconsistency and baseness I How changed 
is the character of the people since their ancestors proclaimed, two cen- 
turies ago, that their colony was a refuge for all " to flt to hsb fboh 

TEX TTBANNY AND OPPBBSSION OF THSUt PSBSECUTOBS I " Mr. ChOATs's 

speech was a rhetorical rhapsody, intended to persuade the people that 
some terrible danger actually overhung them, — solemnly protec^g 
bis belief that the Union had been in imminent peril, — and declaring 
that the discussion of the matter must stop I The other two curators, 
Messrs. Benjamin F. Hallett and Samuel D. Bradford were the 
two Democrats who were to keep the balance even, and to show, as they 
did witli all possible malignity, that the worst parts of both parties were 
well matched in political depravity. In Philadelphia, about the same 
time, a Great Meeting was held for the same purpose, and of a similar 
description. Many other meetings for the express purpose of preach- 
ing the Gt)spel of Slave-catching, of elevating it to the rank of a Virtue, 
and investing it with the authority of a Duty, were held in various towns 
in New England and the Middle States, in humble imitation of tbose 
great precedents. 

Strange, indeed, is the moral spectacle presented by these meetings I 
To catch Slaves or not to catch Slaves is the great question which now 
distracts the northern mind. A new definition of patriotism has been 
elaborated by learned lawyers, and blessed by reverend divines, which 
makes it identical with catching Slaves I Law and Gospel are made 
to bend to this new Exposition of Civil Duty, and treason and infi- 
delity are the least of the hard words which the recusants and heretics 
who refuse to accept it have to expect. Solemn Meetings have been 
held in New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, and some other lesser 
places, to promulgate this new Dispensation. Its apostles have dis- 
played the most martyrly spirit, and are clearly ready to be offered up, 
by proocy, be it always understood. The resignation which they 
display to the sufferings of the poior Fugitives who are to experience 
to scourge, the chain, the stake, of this new persecution, is truly admi- 
rable. For the sake of being comfortable and safe themselves, in 
con^deration of their own business and quiet, they are content to do 
^* with alacrity " what the Graud Turk thought it scorn to think of. 
Statesmen and jurists are content to teach that the great practical 
result which crowned the American Eevolution, as fjEir as we are oon- 
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demed, is the priv3ege of catching our fellow-Slaves for our masters al 
the South, and of being governed, insulted, and kicked by them as our 
share in the benefits of the glorious Union, in return. And Doctors of 
various shades of Divinity (some of them very dark shades) agree, if 
in nothing else, in declaring that this is indeed the House of God and 
the Gate of Heaven ! that the straight and narrow way which is to 
conduct American Christians to the Celestial City is that in which they 
&ai best pursue a miserable flying wretch to thrust him down to an 
earthly hell ! 

And what do all these demonstrations prove, if they prove anything ? 
Is it the strength or the weakness of the Union, its health or its sick- 
ness ? '' They that are whole need not \ physician, but ihey that are 
sick," was said of old, and we suppose is as true now as ever it was. 
If so, the glorious Union under which we live must needs be sick unto 
death, if one may judge from the throng of regular and irregular prac^ 
titioners that flock to its rescue. Not one of the State ph'ysicians at 
Washington, whatever may be the school of his practice, but must try 
his hand at the restoration to health of this most interesting patient. 
Not a quack. North or South, but must interpose his nostrum between 
i^e Union and its demise. Not a speech can be made in Congress or 
in State Legislature, not a toast given at a festival or patriotic banquet, 
but involves some prescription for the disease, or at least, some prayer 
for the sufferer. The political papers, of all complexions, are as ftdl 
of panaceas for the body politic as of empirical remedies for the cor- 
poral essence, and of pu£& of the one as of the other. And yet the 
tone in which the Union is spoken of is usually one applicable to an 
immortal soul rather than to a perishable body. Its immortality is 
assumed, and still everybody seems to think that it is in imminent 
danger of a violent death. Such a general anxiety as seems to prevail 
as to the pulse of the Union, and such a desire to postpone its dissolu- 
tion as is everywhere expressed, must inevitably stand for some type in 
Nature, for some distemperature that lays siege to the citadel of life. 
Protestations of loyalty are not loud when the crown is in no danger. 
It is '* when dubious title shakes the madded land," that men think 
it necessary to renew their professions of allegiance. The fact is, that 
men feel, North and South, that the foundations of the Union are not 
everlasting, nor laid in the eternal nature of things. Though the great 
and terrible image, which we are bid to fall and worship has a front of 
brass and limbs of iron, its feet are but clay : and the stone is already 
cut out of the mountain without hands which will break it in peces 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 



BXPOBT. 



and grind it to powder. And this is felt in the secret chambers of all 
men's thoughts, who have any to which to retire ; and it is made 
manifest in every political and eccleoastical demonstration in this 
direction. 

All this is but another statement of the existence of a Divine Gov- 
ernment, which, whatever Mr. Wbbstbb may think, is the true model 
of the schemes which men may seek to construct. There are certain 
eternal laws of mind and of matter, in opposition to which it is in vain 
to set up the devices of men. Constitutions and Institutions are 
permanent just in the proportion that they are in accordance with the 
everlasting laws of God and Nature. It is as Ysm for men to 
endeavor to give immortality to a lie by tying it to a truth as to seek 
to restore a dead body to life by binding it to a living one. The 
Union of the States cannot endure because there is no natural, but 
only a mechanical, cohesion between its parts. Their tendency is not 
centripetal but centrifugal. It is not merely want of moral sensibility, 
but of intelligent appreciation of self-interest, that keeps the North in 
the Union. No aristocracy exists except by the consent of the subject 
multitude. As the many become enlightened, the power of the oligar- 
chy is broken. This dissemination of intelligence cannot be hindered, 
even in the most absolute despotisms or most compact aristocracies of 
the old world. In this country, in the northern States at least, there is 
no possibility of stopping the diffusion of knowledge on this subject. 
Mr. Webster's Boston backers may return him their humble thanks 
for having *' recalled them to their duties under the Constitution," to 
wit, of eating all their words against the Annexation of Texas and the 
Extension of Slavery, and of suffering the Minority in Congress to 
bully the Majority into obedience ; but they constitute but a tenth 
part of the voters of Boston, and only a hundred and sixty-ninth (or 
thereabouts) of those of the State. But these gentlemen cannot keep 
the knowledge from the rest that a handful of some seventy-five thou- 
sand voting Slaveholders, by virtue of their Slaveholding, do what they 
like with the other twenty millions of inhabitants. And it is not likely 
that they will forever submit to such a state of things. 

Herein consists the hope of our deliverance. The Anti-Slaveiy 
agitation never can die out. It has been going on increasing from the 
day of its small things in spite of the steady opposition of the State and 
the Church, and of all the usually controlling influences of Society. It 
has taken possession of Congress and turned it into a great Anti-Slave- 
ry Debating Society, with the whole country for an audience. Inr 
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oreaong aiitentioii to the subject most be followed by growing intelB* 
gence and a more earnest sense of responsibility and duty. These 
feelings will take various shapes and will approach the object that 
excites them by different ways. But they will never cease to haunt it 
and make it uncomfortable in its wickedness. Fortunately it does not 
take many to ring the Alarm-bell (that bell which Burke tells us we 
should rejoice to hear when the City is on fire,) and as it has been 
kept clashing for twenty years, with few hands at the rope, and witili a 
neighborhood hating the disturbance more than the conflagration, we 
think it is more than Mr. Clay or Mr. Webster can do to silence it. 
That the American Union must come to an end, if the element of 
Slavery be not eliminated, is ss certain as that the Union between the 
Thirteen Colonies and England must have ceased, at some time, even 
}£ it had been postponed from 1776, or as it is that great changes must 
take place in the political arrangements of Continental Europe. It is 
merely a question of time. And all the professions of loyalty and 
allegiance with which our great great men and little great men think it 
necessary to garnish their speech withal, are symptoms not of health 
but of conscious weakness. The true friends of the country are they 
who are proving that the Union is a delusion and a snare, as now conr 
stituted, strong only for evil and impotent for good. Increasmg 
multitudes are growing up to the knowledge of this truth, and the day 
of its reduction to practice will be that from which History will date 
the birth of the Eepublic. 



The Operation op the Fugitive Bill. 

The " pacification of the country " having at length been effected by 
the admission of California, which could not be helped, and the Aboli- 
tion of the District Slave Trade, on the one side, and by the permission 
to Slavery to enter in and possess the Territories of New Mexico and 
Utah, and the enactment of the Fugitive Bill, on the other, there were 
great rejoicings over this work of Peace throughout the southern 
country and the great northern cities. But the public indignation 
which was aroused throughout the Free States, especially by the last 
named atrocity, soon checked the Pro-Slavery Jubilee. A more 
general and unanimous roar of indignation never went up to Heaven 
than waa called forth by the first certain knowledge that it had become 
a law. Almost every newspaper in the northern States was full of the 
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ezoitement caused by tlie FngitiTe Slave Bill, and of the spirit d 
renstance which it called forth. Even the most Pro-Slayery of the 
political prints were tame in their rebukes of these demonstrations. 
Their chief game was to, throw dnst in the eyes of the people, and to 
delude them into the belief that the law is a dead letter, which can 
neyer be carried into eSkct If so, of what special use is it as a mea- 
sure of pacification to the South ? Surely, the Slaveholders did not 
consent to submit to have their foot put afresh upon our necks, after 
they had frightened us by the threat of taking it off, with the expecta- 
tion that the condition of their condescension was to be broken at the 
veiy outset. It is not the actual number of Slaves that may be recap- 
tured under this law, though it will be owing to the Anti-Slavery 
Agitation if it be not reckoned by hundreds, if not thousands ; it is the 
perpetual sense of danger which haunts the Fugitive and his friends 
that constitutes the main wickedness of this new abomination. The 
gword of Damocles may never fall ; but as long as it is suspended by a 
single hair, it creates a suspense worse than death in the hearts of 
those over whose heads it hangs. 

What is the chief end of civil government but personal security? 
What distinguishes a civilized from a barbarous society, but the depenr 
dence which each member reposes in the protection of all the rest? 
To be at ease in his possessions or his penury, to have his own hap- 
piness and such share of this world's goods as he can secure, in his own 
keeping and at his own disposal, is the great aim of every intelligent 
member of civil society. Whether he be the master of boundless acres 
or " Lord of his presence, and no land beside," it is the sense of own- 
ership, the control of all that pertains to him, that makes life sweet and 
hopeful. Take this away and, though you heap the wealth of Attains 
upon him, you take away that which gives all true zest to its enjoy- 
ment. It is the difference between a Turkish Pacha or a Bussian 
Boyard and an Englishman of high or low degree. Our fathers did 
not so much object to the amount levied upon them by Parliament as 
to the denial of that prerogative of Britons to be taxed and governed 
by laws to which he has given his consent. The utter insecurity of 
the Slave is too apparent to need illustration. The distress of indigna- 
tion and pity which such atrocities excite in every honest heart is 
always at hand. The participation in the perils of the Slave, to which 
such indignation and pity must expose every honest man, is imminent 
and perpetual. There can be no peace until this matter is put at 
rest. 
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These are the things that bring home to men's minds the anomalieg 
of their political estate. It is in vain that they try to wink them out ot 
their own sight and to persoade other people that they are not to be 
seen. That popular excitation and moyement which is the terror of all 
politicians is only fanned and fed by their yain attempts to quench it. 
They cry Peace, in vain, for there is no Peace as long as they abide 
in the tents of wickedness. Uproar, tumult, and bloodshed must be 
oyer near, if not always present. For the time is gone by when 
coffles of Slayes could be driven peaceably through the streeta of north- 
em cities. The lovers of ease must bestir themselves to be rid of the 
radical cause of the disturbance in the body politic. It would be no 
unpoetical justice if the same fate which awaits Abolitionists at the 
South should encounter Slaveholders at the North. If the mobocratio 
laws and lawless outbreaks of coward Slavery should be re-echoed by 
answering illegalities, in defence of the Fugitives, on the part of as 
sensitive Liberty. Have the Slaveholders taken out a monopoly of 
brute force ? Are Constitutions and Laws iron links to ub and filmy 
cobwebs to them? These are questions likely to be ai^ed and 
answered about these times. Whatever be the result, it can hardly 
Ml to produce that effervescence in the popular mind which iyrants 
and their tools abhor, and which is the certain precursor of political 
change. 

We look upon this Fugitive Bill as a most significant, as well as a 
most important event in the history of the Anti-Slavery Eevolution. 
Whence came it ? From the degree of protection Anti-Slaveiy Agita- 
tion had thrown around the Fugitives whose evasion Anti-Slavery 
Agitation had promoted. What is its design? To replace this matter 
where it stood twenty years ago, when escape was comparatively rare, 
and rendition absolutely easy. What does it prove ? That there is 
less hostility to Slavery than has heretofore existed ? Nay, verily ; 
but the direct contrary. Are there not as many Abolitionists as before 
the Bill passed? Yes, indeed, and their number will multiply faster 
than ever before. And yet the wire-pullers at Washington believe, or 
pretend that they believe, that they have put this Agitation at rest, 
and pacified the country ! We can tell them that revolutions never 
go backwards, and that a movement, like ours, aimed at the destruc- 
tion of an element so closely entwined with our institutions as Slavery, 
is a Eevolution. * What the present stage of that Eevolution may be, 
cannot be told from a contemporary stand-point. But the time is not 
very remote when this imagmed victory of the Slave Power will be 
4 
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seen as certain agn of its weakness, and a sore forerunner of its 
downfall. 

Since the passage of the Law there haye been enough attempts to 
enforce it to prove that the Slayeholders do not mean that it shall 
remain a dead letter, if they can help it. James Hahlit, of New 
York, was the first victim selected to try the sujfficiency of the Statute. 
He was seized, September twenty-sixth, under the false pretence of be- 
ing wanted as a witness in a criminal case, and carried b^ore Alexak- 
DBR Gabdineb, a United States Commissioner, by whom, upon the ex 
parte evidence of two witnesses, no time or opportunity being given him 
for his defence, he was delivered up to his claimant. Having him in 
his custody, the claimant made the oath required by the Statute that he 
feared a rescue, and the alleged Slave was forthwith hand-cu£fed and 
carried off in charge of a Deputy Marshal and two assistants to Balti- 
more. The truly *' summary manner " in which Commissioi^er Gabdi- 
neb acted, although it was but an example of that '* alacrity " witb 
which Constitutional duties, however '* disagreeable," should be per- 
formed, produced a strong sensation, even in New York, and a sum sufi- 
cient to ransom him was speedily raised, and he was restored to liberty 
and his free family. A great meeting of the colored people was held in 
the Park to welcome him back from Slavery, which was treated with en- 
tire respect, by the crowds of Broadway. Hbnbt Gabnstt, of Philar 
delphia, came next in order. He was arrested October seventeenth, 
and taken before Mr. Justice Gbieb, one of the Associate Judges of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. After remaining in the 
custody of the Marshal for one night for the purpose of allowing 
the claimant an opportunity to procure evidence, (a most extrft* 
ordinary precedent, surely I) he was brou^t up before the Circuit 
Court for final hearing and adjudication. There was evidenoe 
enough, under the Law, to show that tlie man was a Slave as claimed^ 
but the claimant failed to make out his title to him — his owner from 
whom he had escaped having died, and the executorship of the claimr 
ant not being properly authenticated. The discharge of the defendant 
followed, though not until Judge Gbieb had made it perfectly plain 
that it was through no fault of his that he escaped. He querulously 
stated that he had gone to the utmost limits of judicial propriety, (most 
people present, we ima^e, thought they must have been pretty extenr 
sive limits,) the night before, in explaining to the claimants what 
oourse they ought to pursue. According to the maxims of English 
law, the Judge is expected to be counsel for die prisoner, and see that 
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he luis all his legal rights. But, according to this oracle of Americaa 
law, it would seem that our American Judges may act as counsel tor 
the prosecution, and lend the weight of their learning and experience 
to crush the most forlorn of captives. His defence was conducted 
with great ability by the Hon. Chablss Gibbons, and Dayid Paul 
Bbown, Esquires, and the Court Boom was filled with many of the 
most respectable.and substantial of the citizens of Philadelphia. 

Towards the end of October, we were alarmed in this city by the 
intelligence that Slaye-hunters were among us and that their game was 
William and Ellen Cravt. The romantic circumstances of their 
escape, and the uniyersal respect and esteem which their good conduct, 
since they haye resided here, has won for them, caused a yery general 
and strong feeling of sympathy and resolution that nothing but an 
oyerpowering physical force should take them away. The huntsmen 
found no more disposition to help them on Ihe part of the United 
States Officials, than the strict letter of the Law required. The priyi- 
lege of issuing the warrant was passed from Judge to Commissioner, 
and from Commissioner to Judge, with a comity truly edifying, but 
process was finally issued by Circuit Judge Levi Woodbury, and 
placed in the hands of the Marshal, but no attempt was made to exe- 
cute it. The Vigilance Committee, appointed by the Anti-Eugitiye 
Law Meeting in Eaneuil ELall, to which we shall presently allude, were 
alert and actiye. They were in almost continual session, and suits 
against Knight and Hughes, the two miscreants in question, were 
brought in eyery practicable shape for ihe purpose of embarrassing 
their pursuit. They were waited upon at their Hotel and adyised to 
retire while they were well. They were followed in the streets and 
pointed out as the Slaye-hunters. At last they abandoned the chase, for 
a season at least, and betook themselyes to New Yoi^. It was singu- 
larly fortunate that the first Eugitiyes marked as yictims under the new 
A(A should haye been William and Ellen Craet. Their story has 
been so widely 8pread,^and they haye actually been seen in the flesh 
by so many persons, that a more general personal interest could not 
haye been aroused in behalf of any possible objects of the Law. 
Nothing could haye been better deyised, if we had had the deyising of 
it, for keeping up a wholesome agitation in ihe public mind and mak- 
ing it sensible of ihe extreme odiousness of that most Satanic enactment 
(which, it seems, eyen Daniel Webster himself is either not bad 
enough or too cunning to approye in the lump,) than such a case as 
this. Mrs. Craft was put in a place of safety as soon as she was 
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known to be in danger. Bat Mr. Graft showed himflelf peileoti^' 
leadj and willing to be the Champion of hk people, and to try in his 
own person the qnesticMi whether a FngitiTe could be taken back from 
Boston or not. He refnsed to be bon^t. He refused to make his 
escape, which was safe and easy in eyery direction. He said he had 
run fjEir enough and did not mean to run any fiurtiber. He at least 
would have a trial by jury, he said. He was reluctantly persuaded to 
keep himself out of the way at all. Amidst all the ezcitemi^nt of the 
city, he was iiie coolest man in it, and he would unquestionably haye 
been an uncomfortable customer for the Slave-hunter or his Marshal. 

The heroic conduct of Craft in thus braving the power of the whole 
United States, and actually succeeding in defeating it, while it excited 
very general admiration among all consistent people at the North, 
created a very different feeling at the South. A loud cry (^ indigna- 
tion was sent up from all her borders, and vengeance on the Marshal 
was demanded as a slight compensation for her injured rights. But as 
that officer had declared his readiness to arrest Craft, if his claimant 
would point him out, the President declined this reasonable request. 
After his victory, which had pointed out the way of escape to others, 
Mr. and Mrs. Craft did not feel themselves called upon to fight 
another battle, and they soon proceeded to England, where we doubt 
not they will receive the welcome and the kindness which Britons are 
every ready to extend to tiie victims of oppression and the champions 
of liberty. 

A case at Detroit, of a colored man claimed as a Slave, created an 
intense excitement in that city and the region round about He 
declared that he was a free man, and that he had papers at Cincinnati 
to show it. But the Commissioner ruled that he could not go behind 
the affidavit of the claimant. The question of identity being all that 
he had anything to do with, and that he could not admit the free papers 
as evidence, if they were produced. This was, surely, putdng perjury 
at a premium, and placing all the people, of whatever color, at the 
m^rcy of any wretch obtaining an accurate descripti(»i of one coveted 
as a Slave, and willing to make a false oath to it. The excitement was 
so great, and ihe danger of a rescue so imminent, that three companies 
of regular troops were called out to guard the jaiL A public meeting 
was held of the most enthusiastic kind, which was addressed by several 
of the principal citizens. Finally, however, the case was disposed of, 
as was Hamlet's, by the purchase of tilie person claimed. A second 
case, in Philadelphia, had a most instructive ending. A man of tbo 
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Bflme <^ Adam Oibson, was claimed as ibe Slaye of a oi&en of Mary* 
land, and deliyered up on proofs of a most loose and onsatisfiajctory 
character. Upon being offered to the supposed master, he was refused 
as not the right man, and sent back to Philadelphia ! This flagrant 
case, which showed how entirely the liberty of freemen was at the mercy 
of perjured conspirators, must have the good efiect of making Commis- 
sioners and Judges more careful in their perquisitions into the stahis of 
^ a person claimed as a Slaye. This good efifect was witnessed in the 
second Slaye case in New York, that of Henbt Long, claimed as a 
Fu^tiye from Virgmia. The hearing was remoyed from the Commis- 
sioner's Office to the District Court, before Judge Judson, and it 
lasted seyeral days. His counsel, Messrs. Jat, Whitehead, and 
White, interposed eyeiy species of legal obstruction, and defended 
him to the last with admirable skill and perseyerance. Mr. George 
Wood, who had presided oyer the Castle Gturden Slaye-catching Meet- 
ing, signalized his sense of Constitutional duty, and dishonored a long 
life of profesaonal eminence, by appearing as the swift counsellor of 
the Slaye-hunter. All eflforts in feiyor of the unhappy wretch were in 
vain, and he was deliyered up to his claimant, and duly forwarded, 
imder an escort of United States police, to Eichmond. 

Preyious to, as well as after these cases, the public sentiment against 
the Bill was expressed in public meetings, held in yarious parts of the 
Free States. A great meeting of the colored people of New York, 
was held early in October, at which yent was giyen to the agony of 
alarm, into which that unhappy class of our countrymen waa thrown by 
that infernal legislation, in resolutions and speeches of tlie most exciting 
character, and embodied in a well-written and cogent Address to the 
People of New York, entreating them to do what they could to procure 
its repeal. On the fourth of October, a great meeting of the colored 
citizens of Boston was held in Belknap Street Church, of the most 
resolute and enthusiastic character. Besides stringent resolutions, an 
Address of tlie Fugitiye Slayes to the Clergy of Massachusetts, was 
adopted, ur^g them by all the motiyes of patriotism, humanity, and 
religion, ''to lift up their yoices like a trumpet against the Fugitiye 
Slaye Bill, designed for our sure and immediate re-enslayemenf 
** Thus," it concludes, ** will you exalt the Christian religion, oppose 
the mightiest obstacle that stands in the way of human redemption, 
exert such a moral influence as shall break the rod of the oppressor, 
secure for yourselyes the blesedngs of those who are ready to perish, 
and hear the thrilling declaration in the great day of judgment, 
4* 
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* Inasmneh as ye did it unto <me of the least of tbese, my breAren, 
ye did it unto me.' " 

On the fourteenth of October, one of the greatest and noblest meet- 
ings ever held in Faneuil Hall, filled the Cradle of Liberty to ovep- 
floving, for the denunciation of the Law, and the expression of sympap 
ihy and coK)peration with the Fugitive. It was held in consequence 
of a wish expressed by the Fugitiye Slaves, residing in Boston, for s 
public expression of the feelings and intentions of the ckiz^is of Bos- 
ton, in regard to the Fugitive Bill. The Call was ogned by Josiah 
QuiNCT and a great number of most respectable citizens of all political 
parties. The Hon. Chablss Fbancis Adams presided, and opened 
the meetmg, after a most impressive prayer by the Bev. Dr. Lowell, 
with a speech full of fiery indignation at this new wickedness, and 
worthy of his name and the place. Mr. Douglass qpoke on behalf of 
the Fugitive Slaves, with his usual effectiveness. Messrs. Wendell 
Phillips, Theodore Pabkbb, and Charles L. Bemond, made 
earnest and deeply impressive speeches. The following resoluti<m8y 
ofl^d by Bichard H. Dana, Jr., Esq., were passed by acclamation : 

** Whereas, the recent act of Congress, known as the Fugitive Slave 
Law, has caused great anxiety among our fellow-citizens of c^r, driving 
some of them from their homes and leaving others in a state of doubt 
and terror, incompatible with the power of enjoying in safety and tran- 
quillity, their natural rights, and the blessings of life whicn are guar- 
anteed to every individu^ by the Constitution of Massachusetts ; and 
iHiereas, we have assembled here in Faneuil Hall, at their' request, to 
oonsider the condition of Hie Fugitive Slaves and other colored persons 
of this city, under said Law, and have deliberated and counselled 
together; therefore, 

** Resolved, That our moral sense revolts against the new Furtive 
Slave Law, believing it to involve the height of injustice and inhuman- 
ity, since it violates the golden rule of Christianity, of doing unto 
cmers as we wotdd have tnem do to uSy and the command of Otod him- 
self, uttered from Mount Sinai, ' Thou shalt not deliver unto his master 
the servant that hath escaped from his master unto thee.' 

" Resolved, That as citizens, we denounce this Law as contradictory 
to the Declaration of Lidependence, as inconsistent with the purposes of 
ihe Constitution of the United States, which was ordidned to establish 
justice, and secure the blessings of liberty, and as in direct violation of 
its provisions, because it takes away the benefit of the Habeas Corpus, 
—the right of the people to be secure in their persons against unrear 
sonable seizures, — and deprives men of their liberty without due 
process of law. 
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'* JRe$oh$d, That we eaimot beliere that any dtusen can be found in 
this city or vicinity, so destifcute of love for his country and his race, 
and so devoid of all sense of justice, as to take part in returning a 
Fugitive under this Law. 

** Besolved, That we individually pledge to our colored fellow-citizens 
who may be endangered by this Law, all the aid, co-operation, and 
relief, which the obligations of each of us to the supreme law of Otod. 
and right impose upon us ; and we accordingly advise Fugitive Slaves 
and omer colored inhabitants of this city and vicinity to remain with us. 
We have no fear that any one will be taken back to the land of bond- 
age, and we trust that such as have already fled in fear will return to 
their business and their homes. 

'' Resolved, That as we believe this Law to be repugnant to the will 
of a vast majority of the people of the United States, their Senators and 
Representatives ought to demand its INSTANT EEPEAL at the 
next session of Congress." 

A Committee of fifty was appointed to act as a Committee of Vigi- 
lance and Safety, *' to take all measures they shall deem expedient, to 
protect the colored people of this city in the enjoyment of their lives 
and liberties." These duties were well performed by them during the 
peril of the Craets, and we doubt not they will be found equally 
prompt and energetic should any firesh necessity unhappily arise. 

Great meetings were also held in a multitude of places, in which a 
determined resolution to trample the Law under foot was manifested. 
At Lynn, Worcester, Springfield, New Bedford, Hmgham, Syracuse, 
Sufialo, Albany, Pittsburg, and an uncounted number of other places, 
these assemblies were held, breathing a generous rage at the enacted 
wickedness, and a deliberate purpose to resist it. At Worcester, it was 

'' Resolved, That it is our imperative duty to strive for the abolition 
of the Law at the earliest period possible, and that until such repeal is 
effected, we declare our unwavering purpose to disregard its provisions, 
and pledge ourselves never to assist in the recapture of Fugitive Slaves, 
but, on the contrary, to use all righteous means for their escape and 
protection, and abide the consequences. 

'* Resolved, That we prefer to meet all the penalties imposed for the 
performance of the obligations which Christianity enjoins, rather tlian 
escape the punishment by a violation of those sacred duties which we 
owe to our fellow-men." 

And it was farther voted, that in case the Mars]ial, or any other per- 
son should appear in the town, in search of a Slave, alarm should be 
^ven by ringing the bells I 
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The fbllowittg are a portion of the Springfield resolyes : — 

*' Reiohed, That * resistance to tyrants is obedience to Gk>d/ 

<' Resolvedy That we know of no tyranny more galling, nor oppresfidon 
more degrading, than that law which would change a man to a tning. 

** Besclved, That it is the inalienable right and solemn dnty of all 
men oppressed by such a law, to emancipate themselves. Therefore, 
those who have accomplished this great object for themselves and 
children, are worthy of all honor, of i^<d sympathy, kind regards, and 
protection of all true lovers of liberty. 

<* Resolved, That that portion of our population who have escaped 
from the house of bondage, have by their own act in the providence of 
God, become firee and independent, and have a right to dwell with us 
upon firee soil. 

" Resolved, That whereas they never were a party to that compact 
which provides for delivering up Fugitives fix)m Slavery, therefore they 
are justified in using such means for the protection of tiiemselves and 
families as God and Nature have given them. 

** Resolved, That we here pledge ourselves to our fellow-citizens to 
stand by each other in determined resistance to this Law, and to Fugi- 
tives from the South to protect them firom their pursuers, and we wm, 
if necessary, suffer the consequences. 

" Voted, That alarm be given by ringing of the bells whenever an 
attempt may be made to arrest a Fugitive. 

At Syracuse, a very great meeting was held, at which the principal 
citizens assisted, which waa inspired with the most burning zeal against 
the Law and its infamous makers, and ike most cordial sympathy 
towards the endangered Fugitives. The following are a portion of the 
resolutions. 

" Resolved, That every intelligent man and woman, throughout our 
country, ought to read attentively, and understand the provisions of 
this Law in all its details ; so that they may be fully aware of its dia- 
bolical spirit, and cruel ingenuity, and prepare themselves to oppose all 
attempts to enforce it. 

** Resolved, That we are summoned to withstand the execution of 
this Law, not only by the highest consideration of the claims of suffer^ 
ing fellow beings upon our sympathy and aid, but by a proper regard 
to our own personal safety. As Slaveholders are no respecters of com- 
plexion, there can be no security that their arrests, under this Law, 
might not fall upon some descenaants of the Anglo-Saxon race, as weU 
as of the African. 
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**JResoived, That the friends of fr^eedom and htunanity ought to tm* 
tate more tiian ever, the question which this Law was deyised to settb. 
Let the country be rocked by discussion from centre to circumference 
until every one who has a heart may be aroused to inquire what is his 
or her duty, and fired with the determination to do it." 

The question coming up before the Chicago (111.) Common Council, 
as to their duties as municipal officers, in relation to the Bill, that body 
defined its position in the following emphatic manner, by a vote of ten 
to three. 

"Whereas, the Fugitive Slave act, recently passed by Congress, 
is revolting to our moral sense, and an outrage upon our feelings of 
justice and humanity, because it disregards all the securities which the 
Constitution and laws have thrown around personal liberty, and its 
direct tendency is to alienate the people from their love and reverence 
for the Government and institutions of our country ; therefore 

*' Resolved, That as the Supreme Court of the United States sol« 
emnly adjudged that State officers are under no obligations to fulfil 
duties imposed upon them as such officers, by acts of Congress, we do 
not therefore consider it our duty, or the duty of the city officers of the 
city of Chicago, to aid or assist in the arrest of Fugitives from oppres- 
sion." 

Of course we can only record a very small part of the action which 
was taken at a very small part of the meetings held throughout the 
Free States, as a testimony against the Abominable Bill. Those that 
we have given are a fair sample of their spirit. These meetings, — it 
will be recollected, — were not meetings of ** technical Abolitionists," 
nor yet of Free Soil men peculiarly, but were characterized by the 
presence of the principal members of the other parties, and not unsel- 
dom presided over by one of the municipal authorities. We are 
confident ^hat the sense of these meetings expresses that of the best 
portion of the population, and foreshadows the execration with which 
that detestable law will be branded by this generation, as well as by 
the impartial voice of posterity. It may contend, indeed, for the pre* 
eminence of badness with the proposed non-legislation which is to give 
Slavery the new world which it has long sighed to conquer ; but in 
absolute, downright, unblushing, unmistakeable, outspoken villainy, it 
stands by itself. Indeed, the one may be regarded as the complement 
of the other. Both together make up the grand " Statesmanship " of 
the present hour. Statesmanship, in this country, being always to be 
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interpreted ike most ingeniouB and pl&nmble method c( letting the 
Slaveholders have their own way. And of this kind we haye had a 
glnt ever since we cast in our lot with them. Machiavelli, himself 
might take a leaf with advantage out of our book, and ** the Prmoe " 
should not be regarded as ccMnplete until it has had *'ike People" 
added by way of Appendix. It was bom in ihe Convention that 
fcnrmed the Constitution and has been continued in an undying succes- 
sion, like a line of immortal kings or Grand Lamas, from Madison and 
Hamilton down to Clay and Webster. 

This matter of ike extradition of Fu^tives was the collar which the 
North consented to put round her own neck as ike mgn of vassalage, 
at the time she entered that House of Bondage. Before that time all 
her instincts and sympathies were on the right side. The Fugitive 
escaping was welcome and safe ; it was the master that had to turn his 
pursuit into flight, to avoid the fate to which by the Lynch code of 
those days, he succeeded the stamp-distributors and Customs' Collectors 
of the days before the Revolution. It was felt to be a disgrace and a 
degradation, and many of the spirits of that age thought the advantages 
of the Union dearly purchased at this price. But it was agreed upon. 
The pound of flesh was put into the bond. The Act of 1793 provided 
the process by which this provision should be carried into effect. The 
scales and the knife were put into the hand of the Slaveholding Jews, 
and their right to use them recognized. 

** The Court awards it and the law doth give it ! " And for many 
years it was rendered with scarce a murmur of remonstrance, except 
from the proscribed race which bore upon their brows the mark which 
was the sign of the condition of the victims. Any demonstration of 
emotion on their part was self-complaoenlty put down by the law-abid- 
ing people of the North, who seemed verily to think that they were 
doing a God-pleasing and patriotic act in restoring these poor escaped 
wretches to their prison4iouse again. *' I thought this was a land oi 
liberty, ^^ was the expostulaticm, on one of these occasions, of a Slave as 
he was delivered up to his tyrant. '' It is," was the reply of the ven- 
erable Judge who for near fifty years performed this Constitutional 
obligation for Massachusetts, '' it is ; but it is also a land of LAW ! ! " 
And all applauded the wisdom b& well as the point of the reply. 

And in this condition the morality of ike North remfuned, until the 
Anti-Slavery agitation came forth to preach the first elements of the 
(Gospel of Humanity. Then this provision was put to the test of legal 
analysis, and Judges, though no Portias, were found to pronounce that 
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tiiongh the law gaye the Jew bis pound of flesh, it was upon the ccmdi- 
tion that he took it with no jot more or less. The ipso facto emanci- 
pation of all Slaves brought into a Free State by the act of the master 
was solemnly adjudged. This was followed by the enactment of laws 
^ving a trial by jury to persons claimed as Slaves. And the whole 
matter was put into the true Constitutional shape by the decision of 
Justice Stoby in the case of Pbiqg ; by which the right of the master 
to pursue and seize his Slave wherever he may find him, and to carry 
him back to his service, as he might his stray ox or ass, was establish- 
ed ; his right to be proved, in case of forcible resistance, before certain 
United States officers or State magista*ates, provided the States would 
permit their acting in the premises. The States, many of them, under 
this supreme decision, having forbidden their judicial or executive offi- 
cials to take any part in this dirty work, or their jails to be used as the 
depositories of southern property in transitu, the recovery of Slaves in 
any of the northern States, excepting those on the very frontier of 
Slavery, became next to impossible. In Massachusetts, there has been 
no attempt to carry back an escaped Slave, except by kidnapping, 
since the case of Latimeb. And we believe the same is true as to 
most of the States, except as above excepted. Or, at least, the 
attempts which have been made have been so often baffled that it is 
probable, it will not be possible hereafter to buy or sell a Slave 
" running " if his course be directed towards the North Star. 

Now one would think this not a bad state of things. The highest 
tribunal of the country, a majority of the Judges being Slaveholders, 
solemnly adjudges this provision of the Constitution to mean as just 
recited, and the States whose conduct is complained of follow this 
ruling strictly in their le^lation. This would seem to be " Constitu- 
tional" enough for the most patriotic of our countrymen. But the 
southern brokers in flesh and blood, who had rejoiced over this decision, 
as did Shylock over that of the young doctor from Padua, declaring 
him entitled to the full penalty of his bond, were as much dismayed as 
he when they found that they were virtually deprived of the benefit of it 
by the denial of the means necessary to obtain it. 

" Shed thou no blood, nor Cut thou less» or more» 
But just a pound of flesh ; — if the scale do turn 
But in the estimatLon of a hair, — 
Thou diest, and all thy goods are confiscate/' 
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Sat the SlATeholders not being helpless like Shylock, but being the 
sapreme law-making power, this Bill was the natural result of the 
unnatural state of things in this country. That they should clutch at 
any such scheme is not at all surprising. It is the regular course of 
their policy to scruple at no means and to overbear all oppodtion. 
But when the great Defender of the Constitution stepped out of the 
arena in which he has challenged the world so long, and undertook to 
be an Amender of the Constitution, by making it worse than the 
Slaveholding Bench had made it, and declared his intention of voting 
ton this abomination, nothing but a long acquaintance with his political 
life and a careful study of its obliquities can prevent an emotion of 
surprise. This newest and basest profligacy is at once an act of servil* 
ity to the South, and of insult to the North, such as none but a great 
American ''Statesman" could accomplish. To ''hint a fault" on 
the part of the North for not having done more than the Supreme 
Court had declared it was constrained to do, is a kick which Mr. 
Wbbstee (though certainly no Ass) would scarcely have ventured to 
bestow upon the poor Lion at home if he had not supposed that it had 
lost all its spirit, if not its health and strength. It is in this point of 
view, of the indignity offered to the Free States, and of the readiness 
or the refusal of northern members to give it point and direction by 
their votes, that this BiU was a test of no mean value. It is a test 
which has shown the base metal of which one of our Idols is made, 
that men try to palm off upon us as a Gk>lden Image set up that all 
may fall down and worship it. It has also proved the touchstone to 
prove the truer metal of others, and will be rich in Ibe developments 
every day, until it is removed either by success or defeat 

We do not apprehend any very great practical difference in the 
safety of the Fugitives from bondage. ]\ir. Sewabd very justly indicar 
ted the impossibility of executing such a law in defiance of the moral 
sense and public opinion of the people where it was to be enforced. 
Mrs. Glasse, in her celebrated receipts for cooking a hare, prudently 
premises, " first, catch your hare I " This will be a very essential 
element in the formula for roasting the poor frightened hares that come 
flying to us from the bloodhounds of tlie South. Luckily, the Slave 
must be caught^ first, before he is served up to the tables of the soutb- 
em Ogres, by the culinary skill of northern Judges and Commis- 
sioners. And here is where, we apprehend, even the eloquence of Mr. 
Webster will fail to persuade, "charm he never so wisely." The 
people of the North can never unlearn the lessons they have been 
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taught for the last twenty years. Mr. Webster may turn Slaye- 
catcher, as he intimates it is his duty to do, but we conceive that even 
his example is not enough to blazon this evil deed or consecrate this 
crime. Law or no Law, Constitution or no Constitution, it will be 
infamous to the end of time in these northern States to be concerned 
in the capture or rendition of a Slave. Much as Mr. Websteb may 
regret it, thus much change has come over the decent portion of the 
northern People. It has been brought about, as he intimates, by the 
a^tation of the Abolitionists. He may consider it their shame ; but 
they account it their glory, and a main encouragement to ^ on as they 
have begun. And they are not afraid to abide the decision of Gt)d, 
of their own consciences, of foreign nations, or of future ages, as to 
the wisdom and virtue of their course. 



Massachusetts. 

It will be seen, by what we have already had to record, that the 
history of this State, for the past year, has been marked by incidents 
nearly connected with Slavery and its Antagonist Idea. Besides those 
lights and shadows of its experience, there were facts of legislation and 
judicial decision which should not be passed over in silence. The last 
Legislature sat during a time when changes of opinion were worked with 
magical celerity, and when long established and oft reiterated princi- 
ples suddenly evaporated and disappeared. Many of the details of 
the struggle to escape from the expression of any decided opinion on 
the questions then agitating Congress and the country, and at the 
same time to avoid the appearance of inconsistency and the acknowl- 
edgment of past political falsehood, however entertaining and instruc- 
tive, must be omitted. Early in the session, Mr. Henry Wilson, of 
Natick, offered a series of strong resolutions, departing from the prem- 
ises, that *' Human Slavery is a wrong to the Bondman, a crime 
against Humanity, a sin in the sight of God ; and its immediate aboli- 
tion is the first and highest duty of every Gk)vemment under which it 
exists ; " and thence arriving at the natural conclusion, that the Con- 
stitutional Powers of Congress " should be exercised openly, actively, 
and perpetually on the side of freedom, so as to prevent the extension 
of Slavery into the Territories, or its existence therein ; to abolish 
Slavery and the Slave Trade in the District of Columbia, and wherever 
either exists under the jurisdiction of the Federal Gk>venunent — and 
5 
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to repeal all Laws that in anj manner wbateyer give the sanction of 
the Federal Govemment to Slavery, or make ike people of the Free 
States responsible therefor." 

These resolutions, together with all other papers relating to Slavery 
and its Extension, were referred to a Joint Special Committee, the 
Chairman of which, Hon. Geobgb S. Hillabd, submitted in due 
time a Beport and Besolutions. The Beport, after recapitulating the 
Federal history of Slavery, and the conflict which it had created at the 
South and the North with the Union, thus approached the Territorial 
question : — 

"We entertain no doubt of the power of Congress to ezclnde 
Slavery from the Territory of the United States wnich is now free, 
and we also entertain no doubt that they ought to exercise that 
power." 

After expressing the disbelief of the Committee, that the Exclusion 
of Slavery from the Territories would occasion any peril to the Union, 
the Beport heroically proceeds : — 

'' In the next place, we say that, with the views we entertain upon the 
extension of Slavery, we are compelled to lay aside all consideration of 
the consequences wldch may flow from an adherence to these views. 
We feel a strong attachment to the Union. * * From the conse- 
quences which would follow a violent disruption of the Union, we would 
eladly avert our thoughts. But in that disastrous event, we should 
nave at least the consolation of a conscience void of ofifence. But in 
giving our assent t» the extension of Slavery into regions now free, we 
should feel that we were guilty of sin before God and man, for which 
there is no compensation and no equivalent. The sting of self-reproach 
would make our material prosperity of little value. The consciousness 
of wrong-doing would pursue us through all the paths of life, and impair 
the flavor of our daily bread. If we are called on to do wrong, we 
prefer to suffer wrong. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"When, therefore, we are asked to consent to the extenaon of 
Slavery into re^ons which are now free, we are asked to do that which 
morality and religion alike forbid. We can only be convinced that we 
are wrong in this sentiment by being persuaded that Slavey is an 
Institution not o]^K)sed to morality and religion. * * The tem- 
poral misfortunes, which a firm adherence to duty may bring upon us» 
we shall endeavor to bear with the patience and submission with which 
it is our duty to receive the chastisements of Divine Providence. But 
we will not buy temporal blessings with the price of what we deem 
wrong^omg. We will endure the shadow of soirow, but not the stain 
ofgi]St." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XASSAOHTTSBTTS. 61 

The resolniions embodied iihe same ideas and declared Aat ''the 
fiyrther exteiudcm of Slayery would be alike a national misfortnne and 
a monl wrong, to wluch no threeUs of disunion and no fear of come' 
qtiences can ever induce us to give our consent/ " 

The Honfle passed another series of resolutions, of which the sense 
was inyolyed in a multiplicity of words, but what could be extracted 
amounted to a recognition of the same ideas. After reciting the uni- 
form opposition of Massachusetts to the extension of Slavery, tiiey 
concluded thus : — 

** Resohed, That the people of Massachusetts claun for the Territories 
of the United States, and the people now inhabiting, and hereafter to 
inhabit them, the protection of the principles of the ordinance of 1787, 
and that said ordinance be applied to tne said Territories, with all 
possible sanctions and solemnities of promulgation and law ; and bor- 
rowing the language of a former Legislature, (Resolves of 1845,) 
' That no Territoiy, hereafter applying to be admitted to the Union, 
as a State, should he admitted without a condition^ that domestic 
SUxvery should he utterly extinguished within its horders ; and 
Massachusetts denies the validity of ant compromise what- 
soever, that may have been, or that may hereafter be, entered into by 
persons in the government of the Union, intended to preclude the 
future application of such a condition by the people acting through 
their representatives in tiie Congress of tiie United states.' 

" Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts cherish the Union with 
unabated attachment ; tnat they will support the Constitution ; that, 
appreciating all the inestimable benefite flowing from it, they beHeve it 
preferable for all parties and sections, with reference to any existing 
evils, to wait and work patiently under and through the Constitution 
tiian to destroy it ; and they have no doubt that they hold these senti- 
ments in common with overwhelming majorities of the people of these 
United States; but, in ant event, thet will vollow thbie 

PRINCIPLES, deterred BT NO THREATS OF DISUNION, OB ANT FEAR 
THAT A COURSE OF TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS CAN HAVE ANT OTHER 
ULTIMATE TENDENCT THAN TO STRENGTHEN AND CONSOLIDATE A NA- 



These resolutions passed almost unanimously, two hundred and five 
voting for, and only six insignificant members against them ! Among 
the majority was the trait(»r ELIOT, who so soon gave the lie to this 
absurd gasconade ! And, among them, and in the majority of the 
Senate, committing themselves to the same principles and action, were 
to be found many of the mgners of the Call of the Slave-oatehing 
Faneuil Hall meeting, assembled, among other things to rejoice over 
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dbe dmng <tf Ibe very acts to which they had decUured ''no fear ci con- 
seiquenoes could ever induce them to give their consent, " oyer the 
very oompn»nise of which they had declared with reiteration, '' Maaea- 
chnaetto denied the validity I " A jHToposition to have cojnea of these 
resolutions sent to our Senators and Bepresentatiyes, and to the 6oy- 
emors of the seyeral States, was negatiyed hy a large majority! 
The same &te naturally awaited an amendment of the Hon. Amaba 
Walkeb, to the resolutions of the Senate, ''that the Hon. Daniel 
Websteb, in his recent speech, has not futhfuUy represented the sen- 
timents of the people of Massachusetts." It was rejected hy a yote of 
nineteen, to ten. The Hon. J. T. BuoKiNeHAM, on a motion to 
reconsider, made a speech of great ability and courage, worthy of the 
consistency and purity of his long political life. 

The history of the petitions issuing from this Board, asking the Legis- 
lature to call a Conyention of the People to consider the expediency of 
a peaceable secession from the Union, is not an uninstructiye one. 
Kmilar petitions in farmer years had been receiyed and referred, and 
hearings had. But the Whigs, tired, perhaps, of being reminded of 
the often repeated declarations of the Legislature, that Massachusetts 
would do this thing, if certain contingencies, which had already hap- 
pened oyer and oyer again, should occur, were disposed to make a sum- 
mary disposal of the annoyance. When the first petition, from Abing- 
ton, was presented by Mr. Corthsll, of that town, with a motion that 
it be referred to the Judiciary Committee, the House refused, by a large 
majority, so to dispose of it, and, immediately after, it was laid upon 
the table by a large majority. Mr. Boutwell, the present Demo- 
cratic Gk)yemor of the State, moyed that it be taken from the table, 
and while disclaiming any sympathy with the prayer of the petitioners, 
reminded the Whigs of their boasted zeal for the right of petition, and 
of this singular commentary on their past words. The Whigs seeing 
at once that they had committed a blunder as well as a crime, and had 
giyen the leader of the adyersary the advantage of them, would not 
wait for the conclusion of his speech. Mr. Lincoln, of Boston, inter- 
rupting him, moved a reconsideration of ike vote by which it was laid 
on the table. The Speaker ruling that, by the Eules, this motion 
must lie over till the next day, Mr. Schouler, also of Boston, moved 
the Suspension of the Eules, which was carried by quite as large a 
majority as had laid violent hands upon it at first. It was then refer- 
red to the Judiciary Committee. A motion to refer a similar petition, 
from Fitchburg, to a Spedal Committee was refused, and it was placed 
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m ihe laakAa of that of ike Jmdieiirj. This Oommitfee ptOTed lAidf 
to be a fit agmt fer the wrak eiqpeeted of h. Withiii fortjp'^i^ 
hmicB, it reported le*Te to withdraw, of coarse ^Ting tlie petitioneca 
BO opportonitj of a hearing. That eyen a day of such mii^fMrisioii of 
treafion mi^t not cbnd the bjal gloiy of the Hoaae, the kaTS wia 
granted (m the instant, under a sospension of tiie mks, only one m^n* 
ber, Mr. Tolman, of Worcester, voting againgt this summary exeoa- 
tion. Thinking it doe to ourgelves and you not to suffer this matter 
to rest here, we prepared a Eemonstranoe against this hasty action, and 
asking for a hearing, at least, be£cire we were turned awmy empty &om 
the house of our legislatiye &thers. This Bemonstramse, together mik 
other petitions to the same effect as those thus slighted, we wished to 
place in the hands of Mr. Boutwbll, as a mark of ihst respect we felt 
for his prompt vindication of the Bight of Petition. But it seemed 
that his nice sense of the right of having a Petition considered, wh^i 
presented, did not create any answering acknowled^nent of the duiy 
of presenting one on the pert of a representative. He absolutely 
refused to have anything to do with it! It was presented by Mr. 
ToLMAN, who moved its refer^ice to the Judiciary Committee. Mr. 
GoDMJur, of Boston, moved that the Bemonstrants have leave to with- 
draw. This gave rise to a long and animated debate. Mr. Ea&lx, of 
Worcester, moved the reference of the Bemonstarance to a Special Ccan- 
mittee. This was supported by the mover, Messrs. Tolman, Gbiswold, 
BnANNiNO, and Wilson, and opposed by Messrs. Codmak, Sgedoulbb, 
Ejmball, Hoar, of Concord, (who thus showed himself a £riend to the 
Union, which had proved itself no friend to him !) and Smith. The 
previous question, moved by Mr. Williams, of Taunton, cutting off 
ihB motion to commit, the leave to withdraw was granted by a vote of 
one hundred and niftety-two yeas, to sixty-three nays, — Mr. Boutwbll 
voting yea / Thus terminated the last attemj^ to induce Massadiusetts 
to come up to her declarations of purpose, repeated and reiterated within 
the last ten years, and to act w<»*thily of the traditions of which she 
boasts. We trust that, in the present ancnnalous posture of politics in 
the State House, we may find more courteous treatment, and, if not 
an acquiesc^ce in our demand, at least an attempt at a reason for a 
refusal. 

This anomalous state of things in the State, deserves a passing glance. 

In our last Beport, we alluded to the coalitions between the Free Soil 

party and one or the otjier of the great parties, in dififerent States, and 

to the partaal junction which was efEbeted between that party and the 

5* 
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Democrato, in this. This year tihe ooaKtaon was moire pevfeedj earned 
out, and a majorily in both branches of the (General Oonrt seemed to it. 
The understanding upon which this union was made, on the part of tihe 
Free Soikrs, appears to haye been that the Democrats were to haye 
their choice of the State offices, and in return were to unite with them 
in the election of a candidate for the United States Senate. The first 
part of this contract the Democrats seem to have readily complied with, 
and to haye receiyed the offices of Goyemor, Lieutenant Gk)yemor, 
rix out of nine Counsellors, the Speaker of the House, and other yat 
uable considerations, without the shadow of reluctance. But when it 
oame to Hie other portion of the agreement, ikej haye manifested patn- 
otic and Constitutional scruples as to complying with it. Mr. Charles 
SuMNBB, the selected candidate, was justly obnoxious to ^e censure of 
the Democratic leaders, for the determination he had publicly and fear^ 
lessly ayowed, of refusing to assist in the enforcing of the Fugitiye 
Slaye Bill, on the ground that it was unconstitutional and immoral. 
Up to the time of the adoption of this Beport there has been no choice 
effected, and the probabilities of Mr. Sumner's election haye rather 
diminished t^ian increased, at each day's trial. The unblemished 
priyate and unselfish public character of Mr. Sumner, eyen more than 
his eminent talents and great stores of political knowledge, would make 
him a Senator, of whom Massachusetts might haye been proud in her 
best days, when the station was honored instead of disgraced by the 
men that occupied it ; but we apprehend that these are not the quaE- 
fic«ii<ms that eleyate or degrade men to that office now. We haye no 
opinion to express as to the political propriety of such a contract as we 
haye described ; but we think there can be no two opinions, among 
honorable men, as to the character of those who refuse to pay the con- 
sideration for HiQ offices they haye been so greedy to absorb. We trust 
that this experience may teach the Free Soil party how impossible real 
progress is with the fetters of Constitutional obligations clanking about 
their steps, and that they may come to perceiye the only effectiye place, 
from which to attaek Slayery, is without its main bulwark of the Con- 
stitution, and not as part of the garrison upon its walls. 

Before leaying the State, it is peculiarly appropriate to mention with 
commendation, in this place, the yaluable sendees rendered by Mr. 
Sumner, to the cause of equality of rights, in the matter of the public 
schools. The case of Sarah Eoberts versus The Citt ov Boston, 
b^i^ an action for damages under the Act of 1845, for unkwfbl 
exclusion from school priyileges, haying come up before the full Bench 
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of the Siiqpreme Judicial Court for argument, Mr. Sumnxb presented 
the case with a clearness, precision, learning, and eloquence worthy of 
an action, ike adjudication of which would become a part of permanent 
history. It was published in a separate form, and was justly admired 
for its legal acumen, ite rhetorical skill, and its nice sense of humanity 
and justice. It failed, howeyer, to convince the Court. The Chief 
Justice, in an elaborate opinion, decided that the action could not be 
maintained. The general ground of the Opinion was, that ike School 
Committee had the exclusive jurisdiction in the matter, and had a legal 
light to classify by color aa well aa by sex, age, progress, etc. We shall 
not undertake to say, in the fsice of the unanimous Bench, that this 
decision is not law ; but if it be, it is law that it behooves the Legisk- 
ture to remedy as soon as possible. For it gives the School Committees 
the power of making distinctions which are nowhere recognized in the 
Law of Massachusetts. Such distinctions as rest upon difference of 
age and of sex have analogical types in the Laws <^ the State ; but 
such as are marked by color have no such precedent or analogy. 
By the same ruling, the Committees might erect separate schools for 
Bich and Poor, for Orthodox and Heterodox, for Eed-haired and Black- 
haired. Massachusetts is far enough from being what she should be ; 
but we do not believe that she will permit this anomaly in her juris* 
jHTudence to exist for the single benefit of Boston ; for Boston is the 
only place in the State where such a distuiction is permitted. We 
trust that the friends of equal rights, and the enemies of the prejudice 
of color, will be earnest and active in this behalf during the present 
dession. The opportunity is singularly favorable, and such as may not 
soon recur, for wiping out this unworthy stain from the character of 
the State. 

Vmmont. 

The State of Vermont has nobly distinguished herself, smce the 
passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill, by the example she has set of 
securing the protection due from every State to its humblest citizens, 
in the following Law, which we copy as a model for other States : — * 

" It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, as follows : 

'' Sect 1. The same power is hereby given to, and the same duties 
imposed upon, the Circuit Judges of the several Judicial Circuits of 
this State, which are given to, and imposed upon, the Judges of the 
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Sapreme Coxirt, by tbe inroTisioiis of oliapter tliirly-eight (^ die Bevised 
Statates, entitled ' Of Habeas Corpus/ 

** Sect. 2. It eball be the duty of State's Attorneys, within their 
respective counties, wheneyer any inhabitant of this State is arrested 
or claimed as a fugitive Slave, on being informed thereof, diligently 
and faithfully to use all lawful means to protect, defend, and procure 
to be discharged eveiy such person so arrested or claimed as a Fugitive 
Slave. 

** Sect, 3. The application of a State's Attorney in writing to any 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, or to any Circuit Judge, 
signed by the State's Attorney in his official capacity, stating in sub- 
stance the names of the prisoner and the persons detaining him, if 
known, and the person arrested, claimed, or imprisoned, if arrested, 
claimed, or imprisoned as a Fugitive Slave, shall be sufficient authority 
to authorize the issuing of a habeas corpus, as provided in said chapter 
thirty-eight of the Revised Statutes, and said writ may be signed by 
any one of said Judges, or the Clerk of the Supreme or County Court ; 
and said writ shall be made returnable to the Supreme or County Court, 
when in Session in the County where such application is made ; and in 
yacaticm said writ may be made returnable forthwith before either oi 
the Judges aforesaid. 

** Sect, 4. It shall be the duty of all Judicial and Executive officers 
in the State, in their respective counties, who shall know or have good 
reason to believe, that any inhabitant of this State is about to be 
arrested or claimed as a Furitive Slave, forthwith to give notice thereof 
to the State's Attorney of the county in which such person resides. 

** Sect, 5. Whenever the writ of habeas corpus is granted in vacation 
as provided in this act, or as provided by existing laws, if upon the 
hearing of the same before any one of the Judges aforesaid, the person 
imprisoned, arrested, or claimed as a Fugitive Slave, shall not be dis^ 
charged, such person shall be entitled to an appeal to the next stated 
term of the County Court in the county where such hearing was had, 
on furnishing such bail, and within such time as the Judge granting 
the writ, on hearing ike case, shall adjudge to be reasonable and 
proper. 

'* Sect, 6. The Court to which such appeal is taken, and any other 
Court to which a writ of habeas corpus in behalf of any such person 
claimed or arrested as a Fugitive Slave is made returnable, may and 
shall, on applicaticm of either party to such px)ceeding, allow and direct 
a trial by jury, on all questions of fact in issue between the parties, in 
the matter aforesaid, and the taxable costs of such trial shall be charge- 
able to the State, whenever the same would be otherwise chargeable to 
the person arrested or clauned as a Fugitive Slave. 

** Sect, 7. The several Circuit Judges shall have the same power 
now vested in the Judges of the Supreme Court, by virtue of an act in 
amendment of chapter one hundred and three of the Revised Statutes, 
relatm^ to persons confined in close jail, on executions of tort, approved 
Noveid)er 13, A. D., 1848. 

" Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage.'' 
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This law has, cS course, drawn down npon Yermont, for thns per- 
finrming the first of political duties, the denunciation and vituperation 
of the Slaveholders and their nortiiem tools and parasites. But we 
trust that she will be unremoved as one of her own Green Mountains, 
and not consent to be cast into the flood of disgrace and infiuny, which 
her advisers and her threateners alike wish to overwhelm her. 

We are happy to see that a step in the direction of tiie noble way 
opened by Vermont has been taken in the Assembly of New York, by 
Mr. Coffin, of Otsego. This gentleman has introduced a bill having 
ibe same object of that of Vermont, though less stringent in its details. 
After providing for the punishment of any person engaged in arresting, 
or attempting to arrest, any free citizen of the State, with intent to 
remove him beyond the jurisdiction, or in so removing him, it thua 
defines who shall be considered a free citizen : — 

" Any person who shall have openly and publicly resided in this 
State for one year preceding such arrest or removal, or attempted arrest 
or removal as aforesaid, shdl in all courts and pkces be deemed, and 
held to be a free citizen of this State, within the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act, until the contraiy is proved as provided in the next 
section.'' 

The third section provides for the acquittal of the defendant in case 
the person arrested should be proved to be a Slave. We eamestiy 
hope that this, or some more effectual law, will be pressed to a passage 
there ; and that similar legislation, wisely following or improving upon 
these examples, may illustrate the present year of our own State history. 
Let it never be said that Massachusetts knew that the most helpless 
of her citizens were in peril of losing all they have and are, and refused 
to interpose the shield of law between them and their perdition. 



Anti-Siavkry Opsbations. 

During the year past, the Society has been actively employed, to 
the extent of its means, in arousing the conscience of the people of this 
Commonwealth to tiie sin and dishonor of their union with the Slave- 
holding States. Immediately after the Annual meeting, the corps of 
lecturing agents was re-organized, and the lecturing field occupied at 
once. The speech of Mr. Wbbstbb, in the United States Senate, of 
the seventh of March, gave a powerful impetus to the efforts of the 
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agents. A new interest in ike question of Slateiy, in aU its bearings, 
was awakened, and their meetings were attended bj increased nombors. 
Upon llie publication of the pamphlet of Mosbs Btuart, of Andover, 
in defence and snpport of Mr. Webster's speech, that interest was still 
fiirther increased. And it is the testimony of the agents generallj, 
that they have neyer known a year, in which so widenspread and gen- 
eral an assent has been given to their plainest utterances, and to their 
keenest rebukes of those men, high in State and in Church, who have 
been bargaining to betray every remaining virtue of the North into the 
hands of the Slaveholders and Slave^unters. At the New Ikigland 
Anti-Slaveiy Convention, in May, a series of One Hundred Conven- 
tions, to be held in the New England States, was set on foot, a sum d 
money was subscribed or pledged -towards the supportof these Conr 
ventions, and the work of arranging and carrying them forward was 
confided to ^e officers of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. 
These Conventions were commenced in the month of June, and have 
been held as regularly as circumstances would permit up to the present 
time. The necessities of tlie Cause, in the Middle and Western States, 
have frequently called our lecturers away from us, for a season, and 
we have looked on in sorrow, as we have seen t^e fields at home white 
to the harvest, and the laborers so few. The Conventions have been 
held in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Ehode 
Island. They have been attended and sustained, as lecturing agents, 
by Stephen S. Foster, Abby Kelley Foster, Parker Pillsbxjrt, 
Charles C. Burleigh, and the Greneral Agent of this Society, 
Samuel May, Jr. During the summer and early autumn, Mr. 
Garrison attended one or more of these meetings nearly every week, 
and rendered invaluable assistance. Wendell Phillips, Edmund 
QuiNCY, and Nathaniel H. Whiting, were also occasionally present, 
and always to the manifest advantage of the Cause. In the early part 
of the year we had the aid of Lucy Stone, as a lecturing agent, a most 
&ithful and at the same time most pleasing advocate of the Cause. 
We much lament that we have been so long deprived of her services. 
A severe illness in the summer so far prostrated her strength, as to 
have disqualified her hitherto for the fatigue and exposure of ^e winter 
life of an Anti-Slavery lecturer. We hope that her health may be 
restored, and with it her effective service in behalf of thb Society. 

It may be proper that we should just advert to the labors of our 
friends in other parts of the country. Under the auspices of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, and of the State Societies, lecturing 
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agents have been sustained, meetings held, publieaticms issued, and 
funds collected, in Central and Western New York, in Pennsylvaniay 
and in Ohio. Mrs. Fostsr, Parkir PiUiSbubt, and Hsnbt C. 
Wbight have labored indefatigably, mainly in northern Ohio, but also 
to some extent in New York, Pennsylvania, and Indiana. Self-exiled 
£rom their homes and fiamilies, for the Slave's sake, these zealous and 
faithful servants of the Cause have welcomed every toil and privation, 
that they might preach, in the guilty ears of those who love this Unicni 
more than they care for man or fear Gbd, the deliverance of the captive 
and the setting at liberty of them that are bruised. How fervei^ 
should be our prayer that the Lord of the harvest would send forth 
more such laborers into his harvest. 

We should not omit to say thai, during the year past, a greater 
number of professed Christian ministers have given their sympathy and 
active co-operation to the measures and agents of our Society, than we 
have ever known b^ore. In 9ome instances, religious societies, with 
their pastor at their head, have suspended their customary services that 
they might attend and participate in the Anti-Slavery meetings ; and 
we have not heard of a single instance, in which they felt any regret 
for having done so. Methodist, Universalist, and Unitarian Societies 
have, in this way, opened to us their doors. These instances are far 
from numerous, yet enough to indicate, in a most encouraging manner, 
the continued growth of Anti-Slavery principles in New England. 



Annivbbsary of the Ambbican Anti-Slavkbt Society. 

The last Anniversary of the Parent Society was one of the most 
important and significant events in our Anti-Slavery history. Tho 
excitement which had been created and promoted at Washington, for 
ihe purpose of raising an alarm, nnder the cover of which Slavery 
might accomplish its ends, was made to find fuel in our Annual Gath- 
ering. The new zeal for the safety of the Union, (the latest name 
that Slavery has received at the hands of its sponsors,) attracted 
attention to our meeting, as that of the Northern Disunionists. The 
New York Herald, which has undertaken to be the organ of the 
Union it so well represents, with other prints of approximating 
vileness, had been busy in advance in preparing the public mind 
for this expected onslaught upon our dearest institutions. They 
at least summoned to the rescue of the country, Captam IsAIA^ 
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By}h>srs, of the Empire Club, an Association of ruffians which seems 
to have superseded the functions of the magistracy of New York. 
The Anniversary opened on Tuesday, the seventh of May, in the 
Tabernacle, with the fullest posdble attendance. The preliminary 
services went off without disturbance, and it was some time before the 
disorderly crew present found occasion to interfere. And, at last, it 
was the statement by Mr. Gabbison, that President Taylob was a 
Cfhrtstian, that produced Uie first interference of the leader of the 
mob I The recital of all the particulars of that scene would consume 
more space than we can spare. It was a striking exemplification of 
the force of moral power to curb brute violence. Notwithstanding the 
set purpose of Rynders and his crew to break up the meeting, still, 
such was the fairness and reasonableness of the treatment that they 
received from its officers, that the proceedings, though frequently in- 
terrupted, went on regularly to the close. The Rev. Dr. Fubnbss, of 
Philadelphia, made a most admirable ' speech. Mr. Douglass distin- 
guished himself by the eloquence and pathos which are his natural 
characteristics, and which actually charmed Eynders and his rabble 
rout to silence and attention. A Dr. Gbant was heard, at the request 
of the Rynders party, on the organic inferiority of the Negro race, 
and Mr. Wabd, a pure Negro, replied to him. The audience was 
immense, and the effect of the whole meeting, qf its disturbance as of 
its orderly proceeding, must have produced a powerftd effect upon 
those in attendance. 

In the afternoon, the business meeting was held in the Lecture Room 
of Uie Society Library, and the first preliminaries of business arranged. 
The meeting in the evening was broken up by a disorderly body of 
men near the door and in the passages, which prevented the speeches 
from being heard. The next morning the Society met in the same 
place. But Captain Rtndebs and his patriotic band was also there, 
and better instructed in his duty than the day before. Soon after the 
reading of the resolutions and the opening of the meeting they com- 
menced their work and did it systematically and thoroughly. Mr. 
BuBLEiGH, Mr. Phillips, and others attempted to get the ear of the 
mob ; but it had been told by its employers, doubtless, that its 
duty was not to be reasonable but to break up the meeting. So 
Rynders would not even allow Dr. Gbant to be heard, on the ground 
that, if he did, he must, in fairness, allow a reply. So the meeting, 
after staying till near the time of adjournment, broke up without 
transacting any of its business. The police of ihe city were present. 
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as on tlie preyioos day, but made no demonstration towards the preser- 
vation of the peace. In the afternoon, the Society met at the honse 
of William P. Powbll, every public room in the city being refused, 
and there elected its officers, passed its resolutions, and despatched its 
aSiurs. Altogether, we retired from New York, strong in the con- 
viction that we had never fought a better fight upon that ground, and 
that, though the enemy remained in the possession of the field of 
battle, all the advantages of victory were ours. 



The New England Convention. 

The New England Anti-Slavery Convention agam vindicated its 
claim to be the most attractive of all the gatherings, for benevolent and 
religious purposes, that occupy the Week of Anniversaries. Indeed it 
was more i^ttractive than usual, judging firom the crowds that thronged 
it, from the very hour of its opening. The numbers of persons who 
got some sprinkling of this baptism was very great ; for the audience 
was continually shifting. Besides the crowd that was in constant 
attendance, the edges of the meeting, the galleries and aisles, were in 
a continued state of flux and efflux ; so that a very great multitude 
heard some portion of the preached word, before it was over. The 
town, too, is full at that time of ministers and devout men and 
women from all parts of New England, who come up to one or another 
of the sectarian feasts, of which that is the Holy Week ; and very few 
of them can help finding themselves within reach of our moral manipu- 
lation, for a longer or shorter time. This is one of the appointed 
means of acting on the general mind ; and it is through its faithful 
application, among others, that so great a change has been created m 
its tone and expression. People find fault with the language, the tem- 
per, the spirit, the taste of the Abolitionists ; but all the time they are 
moulded by them as the clay is shaped by the hand of the potter. 
What else has made Congress a great Anti-Slavery Debating Society, 
and forced the whole nation to fix its attention on this one question ? 
What has compelled the Churches and religious papers to assume an 
Anti-Slavery virtue, at least, and politicians and political presses to 
put on the decent disguise of opposition to Slavery ? Nothing but the 
Anti-Slavery Agitation. 

The day sessions were held in the Melodeon ; the two first evening 
meetings in Cochituate Hall ; and the concluding one in Faneuil Hall. 
6 
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The interest was sostuned to the last moment. The speeches were of 
the highest character for eloquence and thoroughness, and the general 
impression, obyioosly, of a most salutary nature. Faneml Hall was 
crowded to its extremest limits, and though there was a small number 
of disorderly persons who attempted to make an uproar, and who did 
at times produce a temporary confusion, the proceedings went regularly 
on to the close, and the Oonvention had a triumphant ending, worthy 
of the success which had marked it throughout. 



FouBTH ov July and Fibst op Aitoust. 

The members and friends of this Society again celebrated the birth- 
day of American Independence in the beautiful grove at Abington, 
where we have held our open air meetings in former years. Notwith- 
standing the very threatening aspect of the early morning, there was 
even a larger attendance than we haye ever had before. Nearly as 
many as usual went by the Special train from Boston, more than usual 
from Plymouth and from the region round about. Had the morning 
been reasonably fine, it would probably have been the largest assemr 
blage ever collected in Massachusetts. It was affirmed that every 
horse, for twenty miles round, was engaged for the occasion, and propor- 
tionable preparations made for the coming up of the Faithfrd. But, 
as it was, we counted our numbers by thousands, and they ihat perse- 
vered were rewarded by one of the finest of days. Thou^ it rained 
in Boston with great violence in the afternoon, every circumstance of 
the Celebration was as auspicious as Nature and Man could make it. 

Mr. GrABBisoN was in the €hair and opened the meeting in his hap- 
piest manner. With great felicity of language and illustration he 
contrasted the professions and the practice of the American people and 
the spirit of the former days and of these. It was striking to see the 
rapt attention of the immense auditory and the thirst with what they 
drank in truths which they seldom hear from press, priest, or politician. 
His strong natural logic, his temble earnestness, the Demosthenian 
simplicity and force of his knguage give him a power over the audi- 
ence not probably surpassed by any oontemporary orator, certainly not 
by any in this country. He was succeeded by a fresh Fugitive from 
Slavery, of whom there were no less than four on the platform. 
Messrs. Quincy, Phillips, CLAtmiuB Bradford, N. H. Whiting, 
William I. Bowditoii« and Morton> occupied the rest of the time 
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deroted to speaking. Mr. Phillips made a speech ci great brillianoy 
and power, fall of witty illustration and forcible demonstration. Mr. 
BowniTCH dissected the charges, brought against the Abolitionists, of 
Blasphemy and Treason, with a lawyer-like acnmen which must have 
made their absurdity palpable even to men of the meanest understand- 
ings. And, surely, there can be none of meaner than some of those 
that have been parroting these weak inventions of the enemy. After 
a delightful day, the vast concourse dispersed themselves to their homes 
''shut up in measureless content," satisfied that the day had had at 
least one appropriate Celebration. 

The Anniversary of West India Emancipation was celebrated again 
this year, at Worcester, in the spacious Town Hall of that city. It 
was filled with a numerous auditory from Boston, Worcester, and the 
country round about. Speeches from Messrs. Ga&bison, Mat, 
Burleigh, Cabpenteb, of England, Quinoy, Phillips, Foster, and 
Symb, formerly of Edinburgh, were interspersed with appropriate Odes 
and Hymns of Thanksgiving. The American Abolitionists will, we 
hope, continue to keep this memorable day among their most solemn 
and joyful feasts, until it shall be superseded by the one that shall 
witness the deliverance of our own enslaved countrymen. 



Arrival op Gborqb Thompson. 

The pa^ year will be long remembered by the Abolitionists of 
Massachusetts as the one that witnessed the return of George 
Thompson to the scene of his former labors and triab. Fifteen years 
ago his fidelity to the American Slave drove him from our shores, 
which were no more worthy of him. The blood-thirsty spirit which 
nuuked that Beign of Terror, and which had smgled him out, in an 
especial manner, as the most acceptable victim to be ofifered by its 
northern worshippers to the Idol of the land, made his return to his 
own country necessary to the safety of his life. During the long 
interval we have been in constant intercourse with him. He has kept 
himself accurately informed of each passing chapter in our history. 
We have watched his active participation in the great Eeforms in his 
own country, as they have successively presented themselves, and the 
growth of his influence and fiftme, until he was raised to the British 
Senate by the most numerous constituency of the Empire. Often 
have we longed for his presence amongst us, and earnest have been his 
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nidies to revisit this conntiy, bat inniperable dbstftdes intervened 
utotil the present time. At our kst Annoal meeting, as we have dona 
frequently bef<Mre, we invited him to visit us during the current year. 
But it seemed to him to be impracticable at that time. Early in the 
ftutumn, however, we were rej(»ced by the intelligence that he had 
been able so to arrange his a&irs as to pass a portion of the vacadon 
of Parliament am<Hig us. Accordingly he arrived in this Oity, 
October twenty-ninth, and was welcomed with cordial friendship by his 
dd companions in arms and by multitudes who knew him only by 
report. 

We felt it due to him and to ourselves to give him a public recep- 
tion worthy of his high position as a public man as well as of his ser- 
vices to the cause of iknancipation and Reform. This meeting we 
held in Faneuil Hall, on the evening of Friday, November fifteenth. 
Though it commenced witb all the prosperity we could desire, Mr. 
Thompson soon had proof that his former services were not forgot- 
ten by his enemies any more than by his friends, and t^at the old pro- 
Slavery spirit was by no means extinct yet. Most of the smaller daily 
sheets which disgrace this city, such as the Herald, Mail, Times, etc., 
had been busy in trying to excite a spirit of popular violence against 
him and the meeting. Their influence, not opposed if not assisted by 
the fanatic pro-Slavery spirit of the Webster Whigs, had its effect. 
The galleries were filled, principally by ladies, long before the hour of 
the meeting. At the time the Conmiittee and their guest entered the 
Hall, it was filled, apparently, to its utmost capacity, and they had 
much difficulty in making t^eir way to the platform. This great body 
was obviously assembled to assist at, or to witness, the legitimate pro- 
ceedings. When Mr. Thompson appeared on tbe platform, he was 
welcomed with as loud, long, and enthusiastic cheers as ever made that 
roof resound, and not the faintest shadow of dissent was heard from 
any quarter. The meeting was organized without opposition. Mr. 
Gakbison was warmly received, and his address of welcome to Mr. 
Thompson was listened to with the most profi)und olence, interrupted 
cndy by genuine and hearty applause, for about twenty minutes. 
Soon alter he commenced, a party of men began to enter the Hall, 
and pui^ed their way towards the centre. The crowd was so dense, 
tlu^t it was a quarter of an hour before they got into position. Their 
numbers were variously estimated from a hundred and fifty to fiv9 
hundred. It was to their discipline rather than to their numbers that 
their success was doe. Shortly befi>re Mr. fiAiooBON finished, a 
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rignal WM gWen from tiie front gdQery, aad die uproar oommenoed 
and oontinaed, with sli^t lulls, till ibe meetmg adjourned. Had the 
doors been closed at seven o'ckck, the meetmg would haye been 
triumphantly suooeflrfiil. 

Mr. Thompson's appearance on Ibe platform was but the signal for 
abuder uproar, with which, being obviously organized and counte- 
nanced by tibe mlent acquiescence of the Mayor aid the Oity Marshal, 
who were both present, it was useless to cimtend. Messrs. Phillips 
and BoueLASS in vain attempted to obtain a hearing, and the meeting 
adjourned, to meet at Worcester, without having accomplished its 
object. The persons who promoted, who perfcmned, and who per- 
mitted this riot, regarded only the immediate and vulgar success of 
their conspiracy. They thought only of inhospitably insulting a gen- 
tleman ifdiose {oesence did honor to the dty they have disgraced. As 
^ as he was concerned, tlieir attempt was ignobly impotent. A Brit- 
ish Senator, the admired of millions for his brilliant eloquence, the 
beloved of thousands for his private excellences and personal accom- 
plishments, could be silenced, but not reached, by the ignorant 
clamors of Boston shop-boys and apprentices. It is not he who was 
insulted, but the Oity, whose cheers permitted the insult, that was 
dishonored. 

lihe Citj Man^, Mr. Tuenv, being present at the head of the 
whole disposable force of the police, and having absolutely refused to 
interfere, at the request of the President of the meeting, though such 
interposition was incumbent upon him, we maintain, without such 
request, as the riot was a violation of an express law of the State, we 
felt it proper to lay a statement of his conduct before the Mayor and 
Aldermen. On this complaint we had a hearing, and established our 
points by sufficient evidence. Mr. Tttket at first endeavored to shift 
the issue by laying tbe blame of the riot upon us, as a consequence of 
the excitement he conceived we had occaooned among the colored 
people, at the tune of the pursuit of William Obapt; but, finally, he 
rested his defence on the only tenable ground, vie., that he acted under 
the strict orders of the Mayor, not to inteifore, unless in case of actual 
violence being used. Both he and the Mayor, witli more candor thui 
discretion, admitted that they did not know that there was a State law 
protecting a meeting like ours I We obtained no ot^er redress than 
that of making clear to all intelligent and impartial eitiiens the culpa- 
ble ineffidbncy of the Munidpal AutlMnritles. 

On the next Monday evening there was a most successful meeting 
6* 
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of the oolond oitiiens hdd to wdcoiae Mr. TooifPiov, k Belksflf 
Street ChurcL Its enthusiMm was iinboiuided «ad its sneeew eniiiift. 
The pdice, vamed by the eensore Inroiight upon them bj their rapine- 
nesB at Faneoil Hall, kept the peace in the street in an effieient 
manner. None were allowed to enter the Choroh except colored peo- 
ple and their reoogmsed fiiends. Thos perfect order was maintained 
within doors and without. The meeting at Worcester, on the next 
Saturday, being an adjournment of that at Faaenil Hall, was of ^ 
most successful character. A large number went firom Boston and the 
neighboring towns by Special train, and a still largw ccmcourse met 
them in the spacious Town Hall, collected firom W<»ceBter and the 
country adjacent for many miles. The Hall was raitirely filled even in 
the morning, which was a stnmg proof of the deep interest which the 
occasion excited. The organization of the meeting was, of coarse, the 
same as at the Faneuil Hall. Mr. Gabbison offered a stringent set.of 
resolutions. Mr. Phillips spoke to them, and at die close of his 
speech introduced Mr. Thompson, who was received with a most 
enthusiastic and unanimous welcome. He spoke with excellent efiedi» 
and at the conclusion of his speech the morning sessiim was adjourned* 
In the afternoon the Hall was even fuller than in the morning. Mr. 
Bemond spoke first, and was followed by Mr. Thompson, in a very 
powerful and telling speech. Mr. BuBLxieH followed him, and Mr. 
Gabbison concluded the a^moon's session. It was altogether a most 
satisfactory and encouraging occasion, showing that the city does noi» 
in all cases, give the key*note to the countiy. 

Mr. Thompson's reception everywhere, since the impulse was givmi 
in his favor by the cowardly and indecent attack upon him in Boston, 
has been perfectly triumphant. At Worcester, soon after the meeting 
just described, the dtizens of that place, without distinction of party, 
invited him' to address them. The Mayor, Mr. Chapin, preaded. 
The Town Hall was crowded. The enthusiasm unbounded and 
unanimous. It was a proper rebuke administered by the countiy to 
the city. At Lynn, also, he had a great meeting of welcome. At 
Salem, at Plymouth, and many other places, where we have not time 
to follow him, public meetings have been held in his honor, and great 
assemblages gathered to hang upon his words. Periu^ the very 
demonstration in this city, which was intended to seal his lips in this 
country, has done more to give attraction to his name, and notoriety to 
his movements, than the most uninterrupted and proi^peroos success of 
that meeting could have accomplished. We regard his visit to us aa 
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hBmmg been attmM with greai advantage to the Cause, and we tnut 
that it wHl be proknged te the atmost limat eoajnstent in6i his duties 
mEi^^d. 



Tea Bbivish Islakbs. 

We haye again te ex|Nre8S onr acknowledgments to tlie untiring Anti- 
Siafvery men and women of Great Britain and Ireland, for the continu- 
aaee of that sympathy, encouragement, and assistance, which we have 
bemi happy to aokno^edge in former years. The kindness which was 
extended to Mr. W. W. Bbowk, on his first arrival, seems to have met 
with no diminution. We notice with pleasure meetings held for hun, 
aad attended by Imn in various parts of the United Kingdom, which 
appear to have had an excellent effect in arousing and keeping alive 
1^ Anti-Slavery sentiments of the British people. Of these senti- 
ments we have received substantial results in the contributions which 
etched the Annual Bazaar, which has just closed. The Fugitive 
^ve Bill, too, has excited a just and righteous indignation. Public 
meetmgs have been held in various places, and addresses directed to 
tins countiy, speddng the emphatic sense of the British public, of this 
atrocity. Our dwindling limits forbid us to particularize the various 
forms in which British sympathy and help has reached us ; but we can 
assure our trans-Atlantic friends t^t no testimony of theirs against 
Slavery and Slaveholders, no token of confidence in the true Anti- 
Slavery Movement, is unnoted, either by us or our enemies. Their 
burning sympathies form a part of that narrowing circle of fire whidi 
is closing around Slavery, and which will ultimately destroy it. It is 
for th«n to keep alive and to fim the flame of that consuming public 



Escaping Slaves. 

Notwitiistanding the stringent provisions of the Fugitive Bill, and 
the confidence which was felt in it as a certain cure for escape, we are 
htuffj to know that the evasion of Slaves was never greater than at 
tins moment. All Abolitionists, at any of the prominent points of the 
country, know that applications for assistance were never more frequent. 
TioB is inevitable in the nature of things, and from the extent of the 
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frontier of Slayery. Boring the mmimer, Mr. William L. Ghafudi 
was arrested in the District, or just oyer the line of Maryland, in tht 
act of conveying seyeral Slaves to freedom. For this act of humanity, 
and on charge of reastance of the officers employed for the recovery 
of the Slaves, he was thrown in our prison, at Washington. A strong 
excitement was raised in his behalf, partacolarly in Central New York. 
Agents were sent over the country to raise the money necessary to 
liberate him on bail. After being thus released at Washington, he 
was re-arrested and confined for several months, in Maryland, for aa 
alleged breach of her laws. Very recently he has obtained bail to an 
excessive amount, and is now in this part of the country. So dangei^ 
ous and expensive is it to yield to the simplest impulses of ccmimoA 
humanity in this free and happy country I 

Last summer, Richard H. Dillingham, whose case we have to> 
merly recorded as sufifering in the Penitentiary, at Nashville, Tenn., 
the penalty of his humane assistance to escaping Slaves, was released 
from his captivity by death. The excellence of his character, and the 
firmness with which he sustained the punishment of his obedience to 
ibe Higher Law of humanity, won the esteem even of his enemies. 
Bis name is added to the list of true martyrs, and will be ever held in 
remembrance by the true lovers of God and Freedom. Earlier in the 
year, John M. Babbbtt, who was under indictment in South Carolina, 
and had suffered a long imprisonment there, died in Indiana, being then 
on bail, of a disease contracted in his dungeon. His crime was taking 
letters from the post-office, containing t^e pamphlet of ''Brutus,^' 
addressed to the white people of SouUi OaroHna, on the subject of 
Slavery, by one of themselves. We regret to state that Captains 
Dratton and Satbes, the gallant men who were implicated in the 
attempt of the Pearl, which nearly rescued, seventy Slaves fr<»n bondr 
age, are still in prison at Washington, and suffering the eztr^nest 
necessities of poverty and want. A fitter case for humane interpoor 
tion and relief, surely could not be found. 

The opportunities afforded by tibe Slave Law of 1793, which have 
been increased by that of 1850, to the Shiveholder to reach the friends 
of his escaping Slaves, through the United States Courts, have been 
improved during the past year, as in former ones, in various places. 
A series of cases which were decided at the May Term of the Circuit 
Court, for Lidiana, reduced several most respectable citizens from 
competence to poverty. In these cases, the ^ves had been brougbt 
before a State tribunal and discharged, the plaintiff preferring his 
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remedy for damages, and not proeeouting his claim. In his charge to 
the Jury, Mr. Justice MoLban laid down the extraordinary legal 
pofidtion, that the discharge of the Slaves by a State Court did not 
ex<merate the defendants fircnn their liability in damages. The usual 
understanding is, that when a party, in good faith, acts under the 
advice of counsel, he is not held liable for damages for what he does 
under such advice. But this was a yet stronger case, inasmuch ad 
the Judiciary itself had interposed and sanctioned the legality of the 
act, for which smart money was demanded. But Judge McLban has 
only reaffirmed, what we all knew before, that Slavery is the Supreme 
liaw of the land, and that no State laws and no Common Law can be 
allowed to stand in the way of its convenience or its revenge. This, 
and the analogous case of Thomas Gabbbtt, of Delaware, who was 
stripped of his estate far giving food and shelter to a party which the 
Chief Justice of Delaware had discharged as no Slaves, proves the kind 
of " Justice " which the Constitution of the United States was intended 
'^ to establish," whenever the element of black men's rights enters into 
Oxe case to be adjudged. 



Thb National Bazaab. 

This Institution which has so often done such rignal service to the 
cause of the Slave, as well by the widenspread remembrance which it 
keeps aHve of his condition as by the liberal supplies which it has 
always poured into his treasury, was held again in Faneuil Hall, with 
even increaidng attractiveness and success. The contributions from our 
English, Scotch, and Irish fiiends, as well as from American Aboli- 
tionists residing abroad, were never more abundant, more elegant, or 
more saleable. The slight apprehension which was entertained in 
advance, that the recent pro-Slavery Bevival, caused by the labors of 
Mr. Wbbstbb and his devout helpers, might diminish the attendance 
of the public and the result of the Sale, was signally disappointed. 
The proceeds of the Fair exceeded those of last year. During the 
evenings of the last week Addresses were made by Messrs. Phillips, 
QuiNOT, Thompson, Gtabbison, Bufpum, and Eussbll. The evening 
that Mr. Thompson spoke, the Hall was as frdl as the arrangements 
of the Fair would permit, and his reception and the reception of his 
speech of the most enthusiastic character. 
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The regular Organs of the Cause remain, we believe, as ihey were 
at our last aoconnt of them. The Libxratob has just completed the 
twentieth year of its existence, under circamstances of unexampled 
opposition. The peculiar talent, unshaken integrity, distinctiTe 
sagacity, and unquenchable enthusiasm of its Editor, continue to make 
it, what it has ever been, the widest known, best hated, and most 
influential of all the papers that assist the Cause, directly or by 
indirection. We are happy to know that its pecuniary position is at 
least as good as at any former time, though still calling for the punctu- 
ality of its subscribers and the assistance of its friends, in extending its 
circulation. The Standard maintains the high character which it has 
held under its present Editor, Mr. Gay, for ability, fidelity, and skill- 
ful presentation of the weekly Anti-Slavery History of the Country. 
The Pennsylvania Freeman, and Ohio Bugle, remain under the same 
able superintendance that they possessed last year, and they are as 
worthy as ever, of the confidence and support of Abolitionists. The 
KoBTH Star, of Mr. Douglass, has entered upon its fourth volume, 
which must be an encouraging fact in its history. Whatever Mr. 
Douglass touches, he treats with native eloquence and skill, and his 
paper cannot fail to have a valuable influence as fisur as it reaches. 
We regret to have to state that the Louisville Examiner, after chang- 
ing to a monthly from a weekly publication, finally ceased during the 
past year, for want of pecuniary support. We regard this loss of a 
stronghold in the enemy's country as one much to be lamented, and 
hope that the able and faithful opponents of Slavery who have spoken 
through it, will soon find another Organ. 



The Church and Clirgt. 

Our narrowing space forbids us to devote to this head the attention 
which its importance demands. The action of the great denomina- 
tional bodies has not been nuuked with any of those prominent features 
which have obtruded themselves upon us in former years. Not that 
there has been any relaxation of the attitude of repulse which those 
sects maintain towards any attempt to act against Slavery through their 
machinery. And, perhaps, their long established precedents of dich 
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&vor to any aviation on this subject which they had set up, have had 
the desired effect of subduing or driving off the malcontents. At the 
Diocesan Convention of New York, held last September, Mr, John 
Jat, again brought up the case of St. Philip's Church, and the 
Church of tibe Messiah, the Bectors and delegates of which have been 
excluded from conventional privileges on account of their complexion. 
Mr. Jat distinguished himself by a cogent and eloquent speech in vin- 
dication of the rights of wronged Churches. But it was impossible to 
push the question to an issue in the face of Uie unanimous opposition 
of the Eeverend and Honorable pillars of the Church. It fell to the 
ground, but the case is one of such obvious justice and canonical regu- 
larity that we hope, as we are sure, that Mr. Jat will persevere in tf 
course so honorable to his humanity and Christianity. 

The Compromise movement of Mr. Clay, Mr. Wbbstbb's speech, 
and more recently the passage of the '' Peace Measures," including the 
Fugitive Slave Bill, have famished unerring tests of the character of 
the American Clergy. We are happy to say that many individual 
ministers and some associations and conventions, principally of the 
smaller sects, denounced these measures, and especially the last, as 
immoral, wicked, and to be disobeyed and trampled under foot. Such 
were the Resolutions passed by the New York Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Association, at Poughkeepsie, which, after a preamble reciting 
the reasons why, went iJa as follows : — 

" Resolved, That while we recognize the obligation to obey the laws 
of the land, we make an exception in the case of all such provisions as 
contravene the " higher law *' of Crod. 

^ '* Resolved, That we advise all persons to render every needful aid 
and comfort to Fugitive Slaves, just the same as if there were no law 
in the land forbidcung it." 

And those of the Informal Meeting of the Belegates to the New 
York State Baptist Convention, at Blockport, which run thus: — 

*^ Resolved, That as free citizens of the United States, and as lovers 
of equal rights, we repudiate the said law as contrary to the spirit of 
our glorious Declaration of National Independence, and as opposed to 
the direct grants of the Constitution to every citizen, and to the law of 
God. 

'' Resolved, That we will not voluntarily aid by any means what- 
ever, in giving effectiveness to this unjust and oppressive act of 
tion. 
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" Resolved, That in all suitable ways we will labor to secure a speedy 
repeal of the said ' Ftmtive Slave Law ; ' and that until such repeal 
shall have been effected, we will in all suitable ways, express our 
sympathies with its oppressed subjects." 

But such we grieve to say has not been the tone of the oracles of 
the great sects, in ^e responses ^ey have vouchsafed on this question. 
The head of Massachusetts Orthodox Theology, Mosss Stuabt, blesses 
the Defender of the Constitution, for having recalled him to a sense of 
his Constitutional duty of catching Slaves, and fulminates a bull of 
interdict upon that Conscience which presumes to condemn the Con- 
stitution. The heresiaroh of New Haven, Dr. Tatlob, does suit and 
service to the Supreme Law of Slavery under the very droppings of 
the Sanctuary of Yale. Dr. Hawks answers for the fidelity of the 
Anglican Churchmen, and Dr. Dewet, the leader of the hosts of the 
Unitarian Secession, who sits in Channinq's seat, vies with those of the 
Elder Faiths in the humility of his homage and the servility of his 
allegiance, to the Demon that we serve. 

It is no uncommon subject of complaint that the old reverence for 
tlie Clergy is on the wane, and various causes have been suggested to 
account for it. A favorite theory is, that it is owing to the systematic 
attacks which the Abolitionists have made upon them ; — a charge, 
false as far as the authority of the clerical office is concerned, but true 
in the sense of a constant watching and exposing of their shortcomings in 
this direction. It is our opinion that the present position of tJie Amer- 
ican Clergy, as a Class, is not owing to Abolitionism, or Infidelity, or 
any other extrinsic cause, but to themselves. The mass of men do not 
approach their' doctrinal opinions through the gate of Abstract Beflec- 
tion, when they find themselves dethroning them and setting up new 
Sovereigns ; it is by the avenue of Experience and in the clear light of 
Facts that they enter into the Adytum of their thoughts, and lay icono- 
clastic hands on theur idol ideas. We admit that the experience and the 
facts which have shaken men's faith in this class of their ideas, have 
been largely and closely related to those of the Anti-Slavery Movement ; 
but they are not to blame for the use, or misuse, that the American 
Clergy have seen fit to make of them to their own disadvantage and 
derision. The agitation of the Slavery question by Mr. Oarbison, 
the compulsion irre^ible, though only moral, which forced the 
attention of the American people to the condition of the Slave, and 
their own guilty relation to him, was the sure and fatal test of the 
character of their religious teachers. The thoughts of men being 
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inenstibly directed to this giant on, tiiej natnnlly tamed to their 
religious teachers, to gather instnictioii from their Ups. The Clergj 
of Boston were the first men to whom Gabbison applkd when he 
entered on the work of his ministry. But they sent him away empty. 
And what has been the course of the Clergy as a Class, with honorable 
exceptions, who ask not to be named, from the beginning of this Moye- 
ment ? Has it been such as to conciliate the esteem and command the 
admiration of the truly religious world ? Let us Bee. 

In the early days of the enterprise, they derided the idea that 
Slavery was a Sin against €k)d, and to be repented of and abandoned 
as such. The Patriarchs, the Prophets, the Apostles, the Messiah him- 
self, were made to prove the innocency of Shivery by their examples, 
their words, or their silence. The worst, as well as the best, of the 
people knew better. They knew that the fundamental principles of Be- 
publicanism and Christianity, if applied to Slavery, would annihilate it 
at a touch. Even when they laid hands on ^e Abolitionists, and per- 
secuted them even unto strange cities, they inwardly knew that the 
doctrines they held were right, and their very violence vaa a proof of 
their knowledge. For the broadcloth Mobs of 1835 knew that an 
Absurdity and an Untruth might be safely left to themselves. How 
many of the ministers of high rank in the great Denominations had a 
word to say in defence of Freedom of Speech stricken down in their 
streets, or of rebuke to the pro-Slavery fanaticism of that attempted 
Beign of Terror? And so onward. Who have been the bitterest 
revilers of the Abolitionists, even when the influence of their labors 
had made the former gross wickedness of Clerical pro-Slavery unwise 
and inexpedient ? Who the readiest vehicles of defamation and lies ? 
Men in pulpits, and having the control of the Beligious Press. And, 
now, who is it that justify the Abominable Slave-catching Law, that 
stand ready to bless Slave-catching meetings, and preach passive obe- 
dience and non-resistance to wicked laws and wicked rulers, but the 
great leaders of the Denominations? Calhoun, and Clay, and hang- 
man Foots, shine as moral teachers when contrasted with the blac^ 
infamy of such men as Drs. Spbing, Hawks, and Dewet. For they 
do not pretend that Slavery or Slave-catching is a moral duty — but 
a political necessity. 

The fact is, that the politicians and the world are in advance of the 

ministers and ihe churches on this and many other points of practical 

morality. And this is fatal to the prestige of religious authority. 

The men who now profess to admire and applaud those very clerical 

7 
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IkTorites of ih»ii own bad pMedoBB, hke all ^mtnto, deqiise tbem in 
tiieir Hearts. And the ckss wUeh have been led to que^on and 
reject the authority of the Clergy, by their oondoct in tiiese directions, 
are not now, as once iiieir antagonists were, the worst pcnrtion of th^ 
community, bnt the best Not the Infidels, but the practical Christ^ 
ians ; not the debauched and profligate, but the pure, the devout, the 
benevolent. There is much in both these facte to account for the 
change that has come over the American mind in regard to the Clergy. 
Their professed admirers, in their course as to Slavery and Anti- 
Slavery, are their secret foes. The lives and actions of the men who 
openly rebuke and walk not after the clergy because of their sins, bear 
witness to them that they may be believed. But their worst enemies 
are those of their own househdd. Such men as Professor Stuast, 
Dr. Spbing, Dr. Dewbt, and the many ministers who have borne 
their testimony to the religious duty of Slave-catching, are they that 
stab their profession under the fifth rib. The life of a priestiiood is its 
character, and tiiis these men have taken away. The occasional excep- 
tions ask not to be excepted. Take away the great Denominations and 
their leaders, and the men who acknowledge tiie Christian character of 
those leaders, and the remnant will be small indeed. This is the great 
cause of the decline of the influence of the Clergy. Eepentance and 
Reformation is the only possible way of regaining it. 

It is an old complaint against the Abolitionists that they are (be 
enemies of Gt)d and of Christianity. In every successive stage of their 
progress, they have met the piests drawn up in battie array, brandish- 
ing their Bibles and discharging their sermons, to check their progress. 
Barricades of pulpits and communion tables have had to be carried 
over and over again before the flanks of the vanguard of Slavery could 
be turned and the rank and file entrenched behind them reached. 
They have pushed on, however, but they have not as yet silenced the 
fire of the ghostly comforters of Slavery and Slaveholders. From tlie 
beginning, the whole counsel of Gtod, as expounded by these holy 
fathers, seems to have been the degradation of a certain portion of his 
immortal children into the beasts of burden and the honsehold stuff of 
another — though for what possible merit on the part of the spoiled 
children, it is hard to say. The Mission of Christ, like that of his 
Unitarian disciples (according to Dr. Gannett), appears to have been 
'' Silence " on this subject and the truth the Aposties and Marf^ 
sealed with their blood, the righteousness of Slavery and the Christian 
duty of sending back Onesimuses to Philemons to the end of time. 
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Now, if Aefle bd troe yiews of the dhanoler and nalaie of Qod aal 
of Christmnity, i&e AbolitaoniBte make no oomplaint of being called 
Infidels. They aeknowledge no sach God; they recognize no socb 
religion. They hold that the Common Fath^ at Mankind knows no 
distinction between his children. That ^e kmg upon his Ihrone and 
the beggar at his gate, are equals before Him, and that his loyii^ 
kindness eztendeth equally over them both. That Dives in purple 
and Lazarus in rags are alike in ihoee pure eyes, as far as the acci- 
dents of their condition are concerned. That he has no prejudice of 
color, and knows no difference between his images carved in eb<my 
and in ivory. That the rights, privileges, immunities, and sovereign^ 
ties which he bestows upon any of his children when he appoints them 
their lot upon this earth belong equally to all. That there must be 
differences in external condition, arising from differences in natural 
ability and willingness to apply these powers to their rightful purposes, 
tiiey admit ; but they brand as the highest crime, as the deepest guilt, 
the attempt to wrest these royalties from any of the vicegerents of Ood 
on earth, and to degrade them into ''beasts that lack discourse of 
reason." They are loyal and they abhor treason. But the loyalty 
they owe is to the King of Heaven as the Lord Paramount of the 
Earth, and the treason they detest is that which would overthrow His 
government and set up in its stead a system of force, fraud, lust, and 
cruelty, which His soul hateth. 

Here is where the Aboliti<mists take issue with the Eabbis and 
Chief Priests of their times. We hold that the laws of Qod are 
immutable and unchangeable, and that it is not in the power of any 
collection of men, calling themselves by whatsoever name, to abolidi 
them and enact laws in direct opposition to them; that all such 
attempts are impious, vain, and ridiculous, and muist come to naught 
They accept, with their antagonists, the fundamental laws of American 
ChristiaDity and Eepublicanism — that ''we should do unto others as 
we would that they should do unto us," and " that all men are bom 
free and equal, and are endowed by their Creator with certain inaliena- 
ble rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 
We believe these to be everlasting truths, as inunutable as the Being 
fh)m whom they emanated. We infer from these premises, common 
to us both, that every attempt to rob a man of any or all of these 
inalienable rights, is a crime of the deepest dye against God and Man, 
and that no agreement among the guilty parties to call it by some other 
name, and to strengthen one another's hands in committing it, m any- 
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wiie ftbers die monl ehanoter of die ofibnoe. Our infideUiy , in abort, 
oonmrts in beMeying that God, and not a Conyention, is the Supreme 
Soarce of Law, and l&at Jeens Ohrist meant wbat lie said wben lie 
jfomulgated his doctrines on the Monnt of Olires. 

We haye Hie misfortone to differ on these points from the great 
veHgioas leaders of the people, of yarions sects. The Bey. Dr. Spbino, 
a Presbyterian, of New Totk, says that it is more than the ethics of 
the Bible will allow, ''to talk about a 'higher law' inth. an oath to 
sappcnrt the Constitution on his lips," — that immediate emancipatimi 
" would be more sinful than Slayery itself I " The Bey. Dr. Hawks, 
an Episcopal clergyman, says, that " to be loyal to the Confederacy k 
P»®ty, for it is fidelity towards God I " The Bey. William M. 
RoosBS, (Orthodox) of Boston, boldly acknowledges the soyereignty 
of God, but says, " the question is not simply whether Slayeholding be 
wrong, but whether it be my duty, as a Christian, to violate or obey 
ike laws of my country! " We think there was once a man who 
answered such a question as this by another, " Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you, rather than unto Gt)d, judge 
ye!" The Bey. Dr. Dbwey, (Unitarian) in a lecture which he 
deliyered before the Mercantile Association, in Boston, had the imperii- 
nence to drag in his yiews on this matter, and declare that the laws of 
God and human duty did not require the pulling down of the pillars of 
our country for these African people ! As to the " odious compact 
for the rendition of Fu^tiye Slayes, he did not see what was to be 
done ; but he could see what was rwt to be done — we must not resist 
the laws of the land ! He believed it to be a duty to return the 
Fugitive! Thus do Pharisees and Sadducees join hands to do a 
profitable wickedness ; thus does the High Priest and Pilate agree 
when the Sayiour is to be crucified afresh in the person of the least of 
his brethren ! 

It is with reli^ous as with political principles, the good must either 
preyail or go to the wall. God and Slayery can no more be seryed 
together than Qod. and Mammon. We must hold to the one and deny 
the other. Slayery has well nigh peryerted the political principles of 
the country, and made men reject the yery ideas which first breathed 
the breath of nationality into its nostrils. It has gone near to make 
them deny the Lord that bought them, and to trample under their 
feet the religion they profess to wear nearest their hearts. As a people, 
they haye done this. They haye put the will of a set of puny beings, 
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ieane six feet higli» againsi tiitt of Km ihii hoUeth the XJmftam m 
the hollow of His hftnd. They haye dKMen to build up their instite- 
tions upon the crushed hearts of their equal men. Thej have sought 
to secure their own rights by robbing their feUowi of theirs. And 
Doctors in Diyinity lift up thdr hands and bless it all, and declare that 
a return to obedience to the Diyine Law will shake down the jnllars of 
our country, and would be a greater sin than p^rsistmg in disobedienoe I 
If this be Christianity, is it not Txrtue to reject it? If these are the 
authentic eipounders of the will and the word of Christ, let us torn to 
Mahomet and the Gentiles. If it be i^e work of God to keep our 
brethren in dliains and in darimess, knowing no motiye but the lash, 
no hope but death or escape, and then to replunge th«n into i^e h^ 
they have fled firmn to us, — then let us dili^nily endeaTor to know 
and to do the will of the DeyiL 

These SlayoHsatching priests, doubtless, represent the ''Toice and 
will of the brotherhood," to whom they minister in unholy things. 
They are but the echoes of Castb Gbrden and of Faneuil Hall. They 
are the outward manifestations of a foul and ulcerous condition of ^ 
body politic. But the very fact that these festering symptoms are 
developed proye that there is an eflfort of nature to throw off the yile 
disease. The deyils always 'cry aloud and say, wherefc»e are we 
tormented before the time ? when the power of the exorcist is felt to 
be prevailing. Twenty years ago, there was no need of any such 
outcry. The lethargy of disease and death had settled down upon the 
State and the Church. Efferyesoence, agitation, is the sign of vitality 
struggling with deatk All this helps the agitation which must at last 
defecate the public nund, unless it be doomed to stagnation and corrup- 
tion. We accept their wickedness as necessary to tlie final triumph of 
truth. Though they may, awhile longer, 

'* 'With slayiflh tenets taint our poisoned youth, 
And lend a lie the confidence of truth ; " 

it shall not be so forever. (}od is mightier than even the Union, and 
True Beligion is stronger than these its recreant and prostituted priests. 
Their memories shall rot, or be remembered only with scornful abhor- 
rence, when the influence of the higher law, the highest, even the pure 
and perfect will of God, shall cover tiie land, as the waters cover the 
sea. 

7* 
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Tu Nxw Epoch. 

It is not <mlj true thit *' e^iry mmieat is Uie meetiiig of two Eter- 
nities," bat abo that eveiy msk pmnt of meeting is a Criflis in tlie 
destiny of individuals and nations. But th^re are tames when, as 
in popular belief, ihe tenth wave of the Oeean swells highest upon the 
beach, urged by the hunrying wmg^t of the impatient waves behind, 
the f<»oe of impending events rolls thundering in one of those surg^ 
billows of destii^ which leaves its mark &r up the strand, and peihi^ 
changes forever the boundaries of empires. It cannot be denied that 
one of these swelling surges, pregnant with &te, may be discerned 
bladcening our &r horinm and sweeping on, in sublime sUence, towards 
the coast on which it is to dash and write its imperishable record. 
The approach of one of those £^hs, from which History dates, has 
been long looked for by those who watch the signs of the times, and 
expected by the tyrants with dread, and by the oppressed with joy. 
The heralds that proclaim the advent of imperial Change, are uttering 
their message in the ears of mankind. Happy are they that fear not 
his comingi 

It seems as if as soon as one Epoch has taken its place upon its 
throne, the rudiments of another begin to develope th^nselves, and 
gradually grow up to fotm its successor. The introduction of Christian- 
kj was followed by the Beformaticm ; that Epoch was speedily suc- 
ceeded by the Puritan Beformation of ^e Beformation, indudbg, in 
its march, the New England Emigration, the English Commonwealth, 
and the final establishment of Constitutional liberty by the Act of Set- 
tlement of ^e House of Orange. From that period, the elements were 
at work which produced, first, our own Bevolutitm, and then that ot 
France. Ever since the Epoch fi^)m which we date, in this country, 
events, opinions, and passions have been busy in prepanng the way for 
the one that is to take its place. Mighty are the interests, fierce the 
passions, and heavy the sluggishness, that interpose themselves between 
the new Sovereign and his throne. But his approach is certain, thou^ 
slow ; and those that thrust themselves across his path will be sure to 
be crushed beneath his chariot wheels as they roll onward; while 
those that escape will be as sure to join the shouting train that accom- 
panies his triumphal progress, and to be the loudest to sing hosannas 
in his praise. 

Such Epochs as evolve themselves slowly and with difficulty from the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THB MIW VOCH. 79 

tnmnlhioiis and oonflkting throng of human feelings and actions. But 
their coming is as certain as that a new day willnpring from the bosom 
ti the darkest night. To the eye of Flesh it seems as if the fatnre 
woold be fi»iever as the present, that the Son is made to ^aad s^ at 
the Airtipodes, and they cannot be made to belieye that 

*< To-morrow it repairs the golden flood. 
And wanns the nations with redoulded ray." 

But to the eye <^ Faith, things unseen are as if they had come to pass, 
and the ripe perfection of the fimit is discerned in the gradual develop- 
ing of the germ. The next great Epoch for the dwellers upon tins 
continent, is that of the Abolition of Slayeiy. That it is on its way, 
all signs in heayen and on earth proclaim. Is there not '* upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the wayes it)a]>- 
ing ? " Haye not the political waters of this nation been boiling like 
a pot for two or three years, and only because the angel of Anti-Slayery 
had come down and troubled them ? Yerily, that angel will not go up 
from them until Justice diall haye again descended from heaven to 
still them. In vain is the delusive oil of Compromise poured upon 
them. It is but a flattering unction ^at seems to smooth the surface, 
• while the great deeps are heaving themselves up from the centre. 

It is obvious to all watching the progress of public affidrs in this 
country, for the last few years, and especially for the late session 
of Congress, that the existing state of things cannot endure fer 
many years longer. The end is not yet, but its beginnings may be 
discerned. The evil genius of our country will jHrevail for years to 
come befere he is bound, and he will ra^ all the more fiercely because 
that his time is short. The fierce dissensions in &e Senate Chamber 
were signs of life. But to what did it amount ? The fiercest oppod- 
tion to the worst demands of the tyrant power tires out by its very 
exertions, and at last lets the enemy get all it wants, by some legerde- 
main or trickery. And so the Bill for giving Texas thousands upon 
thousands of square miles to which she had no more right than to the 
steppes of Tartary, sikI ps-ying her Ten Millions for whatever eke she 
had tne face to claim, became a law 1 And, anon. New Mexico was 
sent back to reconsider her exclusion of Slavery, and Utah allowed to 
have that blessing if she choose I 

Now, ihiB must needs be so. The people at home are not yet ready 
to stand up boldly before the southern bullys and dare them to do 
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iheir wont If they are not, it is too mmk to expect of the ahadows 
they haye projected (^ themflelyes at Waahiiigton, that they dioald be 
more solid than their sabstanoe. Especially, when examples are 
always ready to be made of those who dare to commit the heresy of 
thinking for themselves — when Palvbxt haa been bound upon the 
altar for these two years, and when the sacrificial knife was hardly 
averted from the throat of Mann. As long aa the Slave Power has 
the sceptre of dcnninion in its hands, so long will politicians bow down 
and do its bidding. While the making of Presidents is the chief end of 
man in this country, the main staple of the manufacture must needs be 
bought at any price. As long aa there is meanness and servility to 
wear the livery of patriotism and the semblance of honorable ambition, 
&ere will be no lack of northern tools to cleave unto the hands of 
southern artificers. What alone is hopeful is the hypocrisy with which 
the northern members have been forced to mask tbemselves. They 
have been obliged to seem to have '' bent each corporal agent to the 
terrible feat " of calling their souls their own, up to the critical mo- 
ment when their actual property in those unsubstantial essences was to 
be vindicated, when, lo ! we suddenly find that they have made aa 
clean a barter of them as Faust did of his soul, or Peter Schlemihl of 
his shadow. 

These very tales, full of sound and fury, but signifying nothing, 
speak loudly of the change that is going on in the northern mind. 
The bread which the Abolitionists have cast upon the waters, the 
world has found after many days. The facts of Slavery are becoming 
daily better and better understood, and a sense of their own complicity 
is fast sinking deeper and deeper in the northern mind. A public sen- 
timent is t^us in the process of creation which will compel our public 
men at Washington to make such protestations as will effectually ruin 
their hc^s from the South, in spite of the acts by which they are swift 
to contradict them. The time is coming when selfish ambition will see 
that the prizes at which it grasps can only be gained over the dead 
carcass of Slavery or in a northern Bepublic free from its insidious 
power. It is tlius that the wrath of man will be made to praise God, 
and his selfishness become an instrument of good. The new Epoch 
will not be introduced, any more than its predecessors, by men bf pure 
hands alone. The mixture of motives which mark all human 
transactions will be seen in this ; but it will be the whitest and loftiest 
monument that has yet marked the passage of the race through the 
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OuE Duty. 



In tUs approaching Bevolntion the American Abolitionists have no 
slight or nnconspicuous part to perform. The Beyolution they haye 
not created ; but they have undertaken to goide it. The Abolition of 
American Slavery does not date from the inception of the Anti-Slavery 
Movement. It was recorded among the deep councils of God from the 
be^nning. Its coming was inevitable. The Abolitionists were but 
the prophets raised up to foretell its approach and to warn the nation of 
(be calamities which impended over it unless averted by a speedy repent- 
ance. Their prophetic utterances may have been among the appointed 
means for hastening the footsteps of the coming Event. But it issued 
not from their counsels, but from the bosom of Qod himself. Their 
humane mission has been to show the way of escape, to point to the 
method by which the lowering tempest, instead of laying waste the 
prosperity of the country, might be made to fall in mercy on its head, 
and to multiply and increase its peace and plenty beyond all expe- 
rience. We have offered to the American people the solution of the 
grand enigma which has perplexed her wisest statesmen, her astutest 
politicians. We have shown that the knot, which human ingenuity 
would only make the more intricate by unavailing attempts to untie it, 
might be cut with enture safety at once and forever. We have demon- 
strated by argument, fortified by irrefragable evidence, the safety and 
the policy of Immediate Emancipation. We have proved from the 
nature of Man and the nature of God, from the uniform results of 
human experience and the undeviating workings of Divine Providence, 
that it can never be unsafe to return from Injustice to Justice, to for- 
sake Wrong and embrace anew the Right. That the right to peace, 
safety, morality, wealth, are to be earned by this course and to be 
secured by no other. We have shown that as long as this dis- 
turbing element is permitted to exist in our National Institutions, there 
can exist no harmony of interests, no oneness of nationality, no true 
fraternity, no fellowship, in the very nature of things. We have 
analyzed and exposed the evil, and we have indicated the only 
remedy. Every passing year bears witness to the soundness of our 
positions and the necessary force of our conclusions. 

But as we have gone forward in this our way, we have found that 
the chief obstacle to the receptk>n of the truths we have set forth, and to 
their reduction to practice, is not so much ignorance of them or an ina- 
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bflity to perceive their log^ neoeoify, m die ineorporatkm of Ae 
system against which they war wifk the whole stmotore of our institiir 
tioiis, political, reli^oos, and sodal. This preponderating inflnenoe we 
MbBj trace to Uie power which was directly given to i^e Slave Power 
fai the Constitatkm of the United States, and to the skill with which it 
has been nsed to control the machinery of government, and to wield it 
for its own purposes. We have put the crown of political power upon 
the head of Slavery and placed the sceptre oi dominion in her hand, 
and made her favor the necessary means of gratifying political ambi- 
tion. We have thus ^ven Uie Slaveholders a motive to continue their 
system, and to extend its sphere, much stronger than can be found in 
its economical results. Ambition is a mightier fiend than Avarice, and 
the love of power is more than a match for the love of wealth. From 
this preponderating influence given to Slaveiy by the fundamental instil 
tutions of the country, flows that homage which the Church and Cl^gy 
have been found so ready to tender to it, and that influence which it 
exerts in the circles of social life. As no one can approach the hi^ 
places, or the low places of political life, wi^out stooping the neck 
under the yoke of Constitutional C<nnpromises in behalf of Slaveiy, we 
have felt that there could be no innocence for us in seeking such ele- 
vation for ourselves or our friends while it must be purchased at such 
a price. We have clearly perceived that the most direct, and the only 
practicable way of approaching Slavery, in this country, was by de- 
nouncing that compact which exists only by virtue of base concesacms of 
aid and protection to the chief enemy of the human race, and demanding 
a political revolution which would separate ^e people of the Free States 
from their guilty complicity with the Slave Power, and deliver the 
Slave States from the fatal help which leads them to cling to the sys- 
tem which must be their ruin. 

Such is the guiding principle of the Anti-Slavery Movement, and 
such is the practical result to which it has led us. We see no reason 
to question the soundness of the one, or the inevitable necessity of the 
other. On the contrary, the experience of eveiy year and of every 
day, the tumult or the silence of the National Le^lature, the voices 
which come to us from the Slave States, or that are borne to our 
ears from those nominally Free, the testimony of the men flying from 
the House of Bondage, and the unbiased opinion of that trans-Atlantic 
mind, which is to us as that of a contemporary posterity, satisfy us 
more and more that our philosophy is true, and our method wise. 
GThat the Accomplishment of our End will come in precisely the way we 
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have laid down, we eannoi; affirm. Bat we are sore that we have 
jKnntod oat the one that leads the most directly to the honor and 
happiness of the Free States, and, as tending most inevitably to tibe 
Abolition of Slavery, to the honor and happiness of the Slave States, 
also. Nor are we discooraged by the fewness of those who are ready 
to cast in their lot with us. Numbers are not necessary in the be^* 
nings of Bevolutions. Those beginnings are in the secret chambers of 
men's hearts, and not at the polls, or in Senates, or on battle-fields. 
We have aroused the attention of the Nation. We have gained the 
ear of the people. The truths which we preach are listened to by 
hundreds of thousands, and accepted by multitude who will not 
receive with them our self-denying Method. When the full time shall 
have come for the birth of this Bevolution, men will not be wanting at 
ballot-boxes, in Senates, or on battle-fields, — if need be, — to give it 
its firee course, that it may run and be glorified. 

The Abolition of American Slavery, let it come in what shape it 
may, will be a Bevolution ; for it will radically alter the foundations 
of governments, and cause them to be builded up anew. The course 
which we have advisedly pursued, is the one by which all Revolu- 
tions have been lArought about. The change first takes place in the 
Ideas of a Nation, and the Bevolution is but the projection of that 
change into the outward world. All institutions are but the external 
manifestation of the thoughts of tiie people maintaining them. Change 
the thoughts, the opinions, the ideas, and the old things straight become 
new. Thus it is that all human affiurs are in a constant state of transi* 
tion, of flux and efflux ; and thus it is that the great problems of human 
existence and of social condition are to be worked out. This change 
in the thoughts, opinions, and ideas of the American People as to the 
rights of the Slave, and their participation in the guilt which has 
robbed him of them, and the consequent modification of external things 
which must follow it, will be worked out. The herald will go forth 
proclaiming the will of God before it takes unto itself the shape of 
Emancipation The breaking of every chain, and the opening of the 
prison-doors to them that are bound, must be harbingered by a Yoioe 
crying in the Wilderness, warning men to repent and flee from the 
wrath to come, as the Baptist went before the face of the Messiah. It 
is not for us to say whether this shall be done or not ; for it is ordained 
not of man but of God. But we are free to decide whether or not we 
will be co-workers with God in this matter. Whether the coming of 
the day at Deliverance shall be hastened by our fidelity, or retarded 
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by <rar sapinenesfl. Whetiber we will accept; tiie gloriaas task oflfared 
to us, or leave it to other hands,— perhaps to another generation. 
This task is none oilier than ibe reformation of the cruelty, selfishness, 
cowardice, and folly of the American heart and mind, which underlie 
and sustain American Slavery. This is tlie work appointed to the 
men of tliis country and of this age. If it be not done by us, yet it 
will be done in ^ite of us. Let us see to it that we are faithful to our 
great mission of reforming the nation's institutions by the reforming 
of its heart, to our crowning privilege of helping to deliver the Slave 
from his chains, and our country and the cause of self-government, 
throu^out the world, from the bitter reproach of his presence. 

FEANCIS JACKSON, President. 

Edmxtkd Quincy, Corresponding Secretary, 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Account of Receipts into the TVeasury of Massachusetts Anti-Slavery 
Society, from January 1, 1850, to January 1, 1851. 

Received fh>iii S. May, Jr., General Agent, 

The Proceeds of Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Bazaar, $2,456 36 

The Amount of Collections at Annual Meeting, 218 17 

The Proceeds of Anti-Slavery Fair at Millville, 250 00 

The Amount of Collections at New England Convention, 319 91 

The Proceeds of Anti-Slavery Fair at Worcester, 350 00 

The Amount of Collections at Ist August Convention, at Worcester,- 103 20 

Beceived ttom County Societies, Agents, and Individuals, Donations and Subscrip- 
tions, as published monthly in the Liberator, 2,140 66 

Total Amount received during the year, $5,836 60 



Account of JDishursements during the same period, namely : 

Paid expenses of Annual Meeting, $70 67 

" for publishing Annual Report of the Board, 117 44 

" for printing Circulars, Tracts, and Handbills, and Advertising, 27 00 

" Expenses of New England Anti-Slavery Convention, 91 00 

" for Reporting Speeches at do. 134 00 

*' expenses of first of August Convention at Worcester, 49 91 

*< 50 copies Liberator supplied Members of Congress, 75 00 

** S. May, Jr., for his services as General Agent, 700 00 

" do. for expenses in the Service, 60 15 

" Parker Pillsbury for services and expenses as Agent, 418 43 

" Wm. L. Garrison for do. do, do. 62 20 

" Lucy Stone for do. do. do. 205 85 

** Stephen S. and Abby K. Foster for do. do. 300 43 

" Charles C. Burleigh for do. do. 145 99 

" R. F. Wallcut for his services in Office, 317 80 

•* Rent of Office, 21 Cornliill, for one year, 212 50 

" Treasurer of American Anti-Slavery Society, per order of Board, 2,750 00 

Total Amount of Disbursements, $5,738 37 

Balance remaining in Treasury, 98 23 



$5,836 60 
Brookliri, Jait. 1, 1851. E. £. S. PHILBRIC£, Treasurer. 



Boston, Jaw. 5, 1851. 
I have examined the foregoing account of the Treasurer, for the year ending Jan. 1, 1851, 
and find it correct and properly vouched. 

EDMUND JACKSON, Auditor. 

8 
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NINETEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SLAYERY SOCIETY. 

The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti- 
Slavery Society waa held m Boston, at the Tremont Temple, com 
mencing on Wednesday, Jan. 22d, at 11 o'clock, A. M., at which 
hour the President, Francis Jackson, of Boston, called the meeting 
to order. 

On mofion of Wendell Phillips, 

Voted, That three Assistant Secretaries, and the nsual Committees 
of Business, and of Finance, be nominated by the Chair. 

Samuel May, Jr., Eliza J. Kenney, of Salem, and Levi D. 
Smith, of Stoneham, were nominated and chosen Assistant Secretaries. 

The following persons were nominated and chosen a Committee on 
Business: — Wm. Lloyd G-arrison, Wendell Phillips, Anne W. 
Weston, Parker Pillsbury, Edmund Quincy, Charles F. HoVey, 
Thomas Haskell, Frances H. Drake, Charles C. Burleigh. 

The following were nominated and chosen a Committee of Finance : 
James N. Buffum, Lewis Ford, Joshua T. Everett, Nathaniel 
B. Spooner, Elbridoe Sprague. 

The Treasurer, Samuel Philbrick, presented and read his Annual 
Breport, which had been duly audited. 

The Eeport was accepted, and will be found in another place. 

On motion of Edmund Quincy, 

Voted, That a Committee, to report a list of Officers of the Society 
for the ensuing year, be now nominated by the Chair. 

The following persons were nominated and chosen said Committee : 
Edmund Quincy, of Dedham; Effingham L. Capron, of Worcester; 
8* 
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Bourns Spoonee, of Plymouth ; Joshua T. Eyxbxtt, of Princeton ; 
William Whiting, of Concord; Charlss F. Hovit, of Boston; 
William Ashbt, of Newburyport; Stillman Smith, of Norton; 
Benjamin Snow, Jr., of Fitchburg. 

Edmund Quinct presented the Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers, and read extracts from it. 

Adjourned to 2| o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY— Afternoon Session. 

The President caUed the meeting to order at the hour appointed. 
Wendell Phillips, from the Committee on Business, reported the 
following Resolutions : — 

1. Resolved f That while prominent individuals and a professedly 
Anti-Slayery party oppose the Fugitive Slave Bill of 1850, on tiie 
ground that it is unconstitutional, oppressive, and Hable to gross abuse, 
we, the Abolitionists of Massachusetts, desire to have it distinctly 
understood that we are utterly and forever opposed to the surrender 
itocZ/* of Fugitive Slaves, no matter what the method may be, whether 
constitutional or not, whether cautiously guarded so as to protect free- 
men, or left open to every abuse: and that. Constitution or no 
Constitution, Law or no Law, we will neither aid in such return, 
nor swear to do so, to secure the influence of any office or to avert sup- 
posed danger to any Grovemment. 

2. Resolved, That the Compromises of the Constitution are one of 
the chief bulwarks of the Slave system, an appeal to the blind preju- 
dice in favor of which is, in every critical emergency, an answer to 
every argument \ and serves in the hands of the pulpit and the press, 
to confuse the conception of the plainest moral duties ; and therefore, 
whoever seeks to make efficient war on Slavery must take the most 
unequivocal position in relation to these ; leave no doubt of his situation 
in this respect ; not only treat, but proclaim that he intends to treat, 
them, and all laws enacted in pursuance of them, as null and void 
while they exist, and labor to overthrow the Union, which rests upon 
them, as speedily as possible. 

3. Resolved, That one of our objections to the Free Soil party is, 
that it wears two faces. To protect itself against the direct attacks of 
the Whigs and Democrats, and of the South, and to gain the ear of the 
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cmiseryatiye pordoii of ihe communitj, it profeeses allegiance to the 
Federal Constitation ; while on the other hand, to Becore the sympathy 
of the masses, and especially of those earnest spirits upon whom it 
must chiefly rely for aid and growth, its prominent leaders and friends 
allow themselves to be looked on as the refuge and protectors of the 
Fugitive Slave. In our view this is seeking to do justice by the com- 
mission of perjury, and the only merit such a party can claim is, that 
its instincts are better than its principles ; and we exhort them to show 
at least so much moral life, so much deference to the highest moral • 
standard, as to attempt to explain how they can swear to do that they 
have no intention of doing — how they can take an oath to the Federal 
Constitution ; an oath, the virtuous breaking of which after its being 
deliberately taken in such circumstances as the present, is only less 
infamous than the keeping of it would be. 

4. Resolved, That the recent Union Meeting, in Faneuil Hall, some 
of whose actors are well known to have helped Fugitive Slaves, and 
others to have refused to do their official duty in this respect, would, 
in any other circumstances, have been a farce, but must now be re- 
garded, by all honest men, as a sober lie. 

5. Resolved^ That the infamous Union Committee of New York, 
embodying the highest legal ability in that city, all made subservient 
to the use of the Slave claimant, whose expenses that Committee 
shared — thus taking away one of the most natural and legal 
discouragements to the recovery of Fugitive Slaves — is, we are 
afraid, too fair an exponent of the real public sentiment of the Free 
States. 

6. Resolved, That whoever wishes evidence as to the character of 
Northern Churches may find it in the fact that reference to politics was 
deemed desecration of the pulpit, and silence was proclaimed to be the 
duty of leading denominations, until that silence was broken in behalf 
of the Slave-catcher, and the leading spirits of all sects leaped into the 
arena to uphold the Fugitive Slave Bill. Such an one may find evi- 
dence in the efforts of Drs. Spring and Cox, Drs. Eogers and Sharp, 
Drs. Taylor and Hawks, Moses Stuart and Orville Dewey, to confuse 
the moral perceptions and freeze the merciful instincts of the commu- 
nity ; making Christianity the stalking horse of their narrow prejudice, 
and fawning desire for the approbation of what are thought great men ; 
prostituting it to be the servant of human laws, and exhorting the 
religious men and women of the North to yield their conscientious 
convictions to the drunken votes of a mob of trading politicians and 
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pro&ne revellers, dignified with the title of the CoDgrees of the 
United States. 

7. Besolv$d, That the late atrocions eharge of Mr. Justice MeLean, 
in the case of Norris vs. Crocker and others, straining as it does eyeiy 
principle of law to effect the condemnation of innocent men, strikes ns 
with no sorprise either from that Bench or that man ; well knowing 
that the four northern tenants of that Bench have always been chosen 
from such material as could be easily moulded by their five southern 
brethren ; that Mr. McLean was the last man in Ohio who struggled 
to hold Slaves there ; that in his whole judicial course he has never 
been betrayed into one emotion of mercy or <Hie utterance for freedom : 
and we rejoice that his constant, and of late, increased servility to the 
Slave Power, has never deceived either the North or the South. 

8. Resolved, That the course of the Mayor and Aldermen of this 
City, in avowing that, at the late meeting iot the reception of Gsobgi 
Thompson, in Faneuil Hall, Marshal Tukey acted by their orders, 
and with their approbation, exhibits such an ignorance of law and ti 
their duties, such crouching to public opinion, such entire want both of 
physical and moral courage, as to be alike proof and confession of their 
disqualification for the offices they hold ; and their recent refrisal of 
Faneuil Hall to this Society, on the ground that George Thompson 
was to appear on its platform, is a gross injustice to us as tax-paying 
inhabitants, and a shameful confession that they rule this City as the 
servants of the mob. 

9. Resolved, That we will labor to effect such a change of publio 
sentiment here, that Boston may have city officers enlightened and 
independent enough to have opinions oi their own, not the mere tools 
of contractors, or bobs to the kites of any party or any press — men 
educated sufficiently to understand, and honest enough to attempt, at 
least, impartially to protect the legal rights of eveiy citisen. 

Mr. Phillips took up the first three resolutions, and spoke eloquent- 
ly in their support. 

On motion of Samuel Mat, Jr., a resolution touching the expenses 
of the meeting was adopted; and the Committee on Finance was 
authorized to call additional members to its aid. 

Charles C. Burleigh spoke in support of the resolutions. 

John C. Clxtbr, of Boston, offered the following resolution, and 
spoke briefly in its support, giving notice of his intention to speak 
more fully upon it at a future session, and produce documentary 
evidence. 
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10. Besolved, That the aoousntion bronglit against Gborqi 
Thompson, by T. D. McQee, a professed refugee patriot, charging 
Mr. Thompson with having voted, in Parliament, for a Bill ** which 
made free speech treason," is false, and that the bringing of sach a 
charge against one of the firmest friends of liberty, at a moment when 
all her foes were combined agiunst him, shows its author a traitor 
to the cause he professes to love, such as even a Slaveholder would 
spurn. 

Adjourned to meet at Central Hall, Milk Street, at 7 o'clock. ' 



WEDNESDAY— Evening Session. 

Met according to adjournment at Central Hall, Effingham L. 
Capron, one of the Vice Presidents, in the Chair. 
The resolutions before the Society being read by the Secretary, 
Edmund Quinct addressed the meeting. He referred to the intelr 
ligence, brought by the magnetic telegraph to-day, from Washington, 
that the members of Congress are signing a pledge — not the Temper- 
ance pledge, Mr. President, said Mr. Q., though I apprehend that a 
great many of the gentlemen in question would be vastly benefitted by 
signing that document — not the Temperance pledge, but a pledge to 
stand by the Compromise Acts of the last session, and to resist any 
effi)rts to disturb them, or even to bring them again into discussion ; 
and that they will support no man for President of the United States, 
who is not pledged to sustain the measures in question to the fullest 
extent. These gentlemen. Sir, are going to suppress discussion, by 
publishing it abroad that there shall not a word be said on the subject ; 
and they are going to produce quiet, like the man in court, by their 
incessant shouts of silence I It is a common saying that the age of 
miracles has gone. But it is not so. The Abolitionists have worked 
a miracle. They have made the Congress of the United States a use- 
Jkd body ; i^ey have compelled that body to an almost unintermittmg 
discussion of Slavery, and have made them earn their allowance. Mr. 
Q. went on to show that the Anti-Slavery cause is largely indebted to 
its enemies for its growth and its present triumphant position ; and that, 
in the Providence of Qod, opposition to the cause has been a powerfol 
agent in extending a knowledge and consequent interest in the subject. 
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William Llotd Oarsison came forward, and was reoeiyed in&, 
load applause. He expressed regret that he had been, of necessilj, 
absent from the meetings during the day. He said that, from the 
aj^arance oi the audience before and around him, where he saw so 
manj old and familiar &ce6, he apprehended there were not many 
present who needed converting. Still, said Mr. O., I shall ask to be 
allowed to forget, for the time being, those old friends, and speak, it 
may be, to the single mind in the audience, who has now to hear, for 
the first time, an Anti-Slavery speech. Mr. G-. proceeded to examine 
some of the most common objections to the Abolitionists and dieir Cause. 
Among these, he referred to the charge that they have undertaken an 
Utopian and impossible work, namely, the relinquishment and extinction, 
by the holders thereof, of the principal part of their property throughout 
one half of the States of the Union, — a property, estimated by Hsnbt 
Clat, more than ten years ago, at twelve hundred millions of dollars. 
Now I admit, said Mr. Gaerison, that if we are making war on this 
amount of real property, the charge against us is good. But we are 
doing no such thing. If the trump of Emancipati<m should sound tiiis 
night, and every Slave in the land be converted instantly into a free- 
man, there would not he one doUtxr less of property than there is 
now. The lands, the farms, the plantations would remain ; the houses 
would remain ; all the materials and implements of industry and of 
labor would remain. And the men and the women would remain ; 
and as their value is in their productiveness, let the planters and others 
employ them as free laborers, as we employ one another in the North ; 
and the value of that labor, upon the land and in every branch of 
art and mechanics, would very soon be doubled, and even trebled. 
Mr. G. considered various other objections, and concluded his spee(^, 
which had been listened to throughout with deep interest, in something 
like the following words : — It is sometimes said that we are seeking 
justice for the Slave. But it is not justice we ask for him. Oh, no t 
We ask no compensation for his toils, his stripes, his sufferings, for the 
agonies of his life, for the degradation of generation after generation. 
We only ask that he shall be houseless, landless, pennyless, but wiih 
VESEDOM. (Great applause.) We hold that there can be no comr 
pensaticm for the Slave's wrongs. All the gold and alver in ike 
country, and all the lands of the broad South together, could never 
compensate the Slave for the wrongs, tiie insults, the degradation, and 
tiie misery heaped upon him and his fiUliers^ Arou^ past generations. 
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Kr. O. urged his hearon, one and all, to esponie this sacred cause of 
freedom and humanity, and took his seat amidst bud and unanimous 
applause. 

William Goodell, of Honeoje Falls, New York, one of the yete* 
rans in the Anti-Slaverj contest, being called upon by Mr. Garrison, 
came forward and was warmly received. He said if there is any point 
in which he differed from his friends around him, it is on the question 
whether there is any cansHtuHanal obligation on this government and 
nation, to uphold Slavery. But he should not discuss this now. He 
was rejoiced to hear the sentiments, which had been repeatedly avowed 
in th^se discussions, and in the resolutions before the Society, against 
the Fugitive Slave Law. We, in New York, said Mr. Goodell, like 
yourselves. Sir, take the ground, that, Constitution or no Constitution, 
the Fugitive Slave Law ihdU not he enforced! In that part of New 
York where I reside, I am confident that at least two-thirds of the 
people are of this mind. . There is no place, west of Albany, in which 
a Court could be held, to give back a Fugitive Slave ; no, not even in 
Bu£yo, where Millard Fillmore resides when at home, could such 
a Court, I confidently believe, be held. It may be that Buffalo would 
prove an exception to this remark, but I doubt it. The Albany 
Evening Journal^ a paper not over zealous in the cause of Anti- 
Slavery, recently said that Mr. Fillmore, with the whole United 
States army at his heels, could not enforce the Fugitive Slave Law in 
Central and Western New York ; and added, if he supposes he can, 
let him try it ! This, Sir, is rather violent language ; unlike the usual 
peaceful attitude of the Abolitioniste ; but it. is undeniably the feeling 
of a veiy large proportion of the inhabitants of New York. William 
H. Seward has been blamed here, and condemned, as in a false posi^ 
tion in his appeal to a higher law, I admit. Sir, that he is in an 
inconsistent position, and I agree with what was said by Mr. Phillips 
in respect thereto. But I apprehend that his position is not clearly 
understood ; I fear that he lacks moral courage to avow his real senti- 
ments as to the Constitution of the United States. I think it probable 
that he holds the view that the Constitution of the United States has 
an Anti-Slavery character and meaning. If he would only have the 
courage to come out and declare his real opinions, he might be found a ' 
consistent man. But, said Mr. Goodell, differ as we may on these 
and other points, we can all agree here, that whether Slaveiy be in the 
Constitution or not, it must cease ; whether by revolution or other- 
wise, Slavery shall he hlotted out! 
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Wendsll Phillips said, wiih regard to wliat had been soggested 
about William H. Seward, that it left him in a worse position 
than before. For a man, in his circnmstances, who holds in his own 
breast the key which explains and clears np his apparent incon- 
fflstencj and want of principle, to refdse to use that key, and 
suffer the Cause to labor under the odium of duplicity, proves 
himself one of the most dangerous foes of the Cause. Mr. P. ex- 
pressed his fear that the enthusiasm against the Fugitive Law, which 
Bfr. GooDELL had described as prevailing in the State of New York, 
would not last. We have just seen Henbt Lono, said he, sent back 
into Slavery from the City of New YoA, and the " Union Committee " 
there volunteering to bear a large part of the expenses of the so-called 
trial. Our friend G-oodell has told us of the rural Districte. 
We have not reached them yet. Philadelphia has fallen before the 
Fugitive Law ! She has shown too great an alacrity, and sent back 
the wrong man into Slavery. New York, the great commercial 
metropolis of the nation, has bowed and fallen before the Slave power. 
And to-day we have heard that the Slave-catchers are in Boston again, 
in search of a man said to have taken refuge with one of our citizens. 

Mr. Garrison added a few remarks on the more cheering aspects of 
the subject, and the Society adjourned to meet in the Tremont Temple, 
at 10 o'clock, A. M., on the morrow. 



THURSDAY— Morning Session. 

The Society met according to adjournment, the President in the 
Chair. 

On motion of Wendell Phillips, the hour of half past three o'clock, 
P. M., was assigned for the consideration of the funds of the Society for 
the ensuing year. 

The resolutions reported by the Business Committee yesterday, came 
up for discussion, and the sixth in number was spoken to by Samuel 
May, Jr., and Joshua T. Everett. 

Addison Davis followed and occupied the entire remainder of the 
morning session with a repetition of the old and oft-refuted argument, 
that the United States Constitution contains no compromises with, oft 
guarantees to, Slavery. 

Charles C. Burleigh followed, but gave way to Edmund Quincy, 
on whose motion the Society adjourned to 2| o'clock, P. M. 
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THURSDAY— Aptebnoon Session. 

The Society again met in the Tremont Temple, the President in the 
Chair. 

Chables C. Burleigh spoke in reply to Mr. Davis's morning argu- 
ment, until the hour assigned for the raising of funds had arrived and 
passed, and then gave way for that subject. 

Wip^DELL Phillips spoke with eloquence and effect on the subject 
of funds, and the present exigencies of the Anti-Slavery Cause. 

Mr. Garrison followed with some brief remarks on the work before 
MB ; and the Society adjourned to 6 j o'clock, P. M. 



THURSDAY— Evening Session. 

Again assembled at the Tremont Temple, Edmund Quinoy, a Vice 
President, in the Chair. 

Charles C. Burleigh concluded his speech on the Constitutional 
guarantees to Slavery. 

Jas. N. Buffum moved that speakers be limited to twenty nunutes. 
On motion of Wm. A. White, this motion was laid upon the table. 

The discussion was resumed by Charles List, who spoke mainly on 
the Fugitive Slave Law. 

[Li the course of his speech, Mr. List gave way to Dr. Cutter, 
who came into the Hall to offer the volunteer services of four young 
ladies, the Misses Hall, (now giving concerts in the City, and in 
another apartment of the Temple,) to sing an Anti-Slavery song. The 
offer being accepted, the ladies appeared and sang in a very agreeable 
manner, " The Fugitive Slave's Appeal to the North Star ; " and after- 
wards, " Ho ! the Car Emancipation." And being warmly applauded 
and encored, they returned and sang ** There 's a good time coming." 
The songs harmonized well with the debates, and formed a pleasant 
episode. Afterwards the brothers Hutchinson sang, in their rich 
notes, a song in rebuke of Daniel Webster's apostacy, and his ser- 
vility to Slavery.] 

Wendell Phillips then took the floor, and offered the following 
resolution : — 

11. Resolved, That in regard to SAMUEL ATKINS ELIOT, in 
his votes on the Territcnial and Fugitive Slave Bills, we will not under- 
9 
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take to dedde whetber he repreeenied or nanepreflented bb oonsiita- 
ency ; but mnce n^thor he nor fait firiends hare attempted any defence 
of either of those measores, except as neceasarj to avert dangers which 
Bodiing but tiie grossest ignoraaee could befiere to existy his base sel- 
fishness and crayon spirit at that erios make all former northern treason 
look white by the side of the blackness of his iii^uny ; and as l<mg as 
New England retains any spark of the spirit or of iSke pride of her 
ancestry, his memory will be held in loathing and abhorrence. 

Mr. Phillips referred to the vote wUeh Samuel A. Eliot gave ra 
the Massachnsetts Legislature, to instruct the Massachusetts delegation 
in Congress to oppose all extension of Slavery ; and to his subsequeirt 
Yote, at Washington, as one of that delegation, in favor of all the 
Compromise measures with Slavery, the Fugitive Slave Law included ! 
It was base fear for the Tariff, said Mr. P., and an equally base and 
a false plea, that the law of 1850 is no worse than the law of 1793, 
that led him to give this disgracefol vote. If the law of 1850 is no 
worse than that of '93, how comes it, ssdd Mr. P., that withm four 
months we have had, here in Boston, two different attempts to recover 
Fugitive Slaves, and that they are occurring by scores throughout the 
northern States, and so much more frequently than ever before in the 
history of the Nation ? 

It becomes our duty, said he, to express our moral contempt and 
indignation of Mr. Eliot's vote and whole course on this matter, and 
to show that the presence of the Slave-catchers in our streets is a con- 
sequence and a fitting commentary on his vote, and recent letter in 
justification thereof. 

Daniel Webster has told us, said Mr. Phillips, that whoever 
undertakes to re-open the question of Slavery, will find himself in a 
poor and contemptible minority. Does not Mr. Webster know that 
poor and contemptible minorities have reformed and ruled mankind ? 
Did he never hear of a contemptible minority of twelve men, gathered 
in an upper chamber, whose voice and whose doctrine revolutionized 
the world ? Mr. Webster says, that when the Compromise measures 
passed the last session of Congress, everybody understood that the 
settlement was a final one. Indeed I Lord John Bussell once 
in the British Parliament, for a doctrine similar to this of Mr. 
Webster's, got the nick-name of Finality John. We may call him 
Finality Daniel. Did not he know that there were men and women, 
aoattered up and down the land, who love the Anti-Slavery Cause too 
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well to allow any final settkment of it like this? In 1646, said Mr. 
P., a Committee of the Massachusetts goyemment laid out a road 
westerly from Boston, as &r as Newton ; and when they reported the 
&ct, they took much satisfaction in the completion of the work, saying 
that no road would ever be needed &rther in that direction ! They were 
the finality men of theit day. Mr. Webster's foresight may be taken 
as equal to theirs. 

At the conclusi<m of an eloquent and very able speech, which was 
much applauded, and of which the above furnishes but an occasional 
fragment, the Society adjourned to Friday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



FRIDAY — MoBNiNG Session. 

The Society again assembled in the Tremont Temple, the Presi- 
dent being in the Chair. 

The resolutions of the Busmess Conmiittee being still before the 
meeting, were advocated by Bev. Joseph J. Locks, of Barre, 
Thomas H. Jones, once a Slave in North Carolina, whose speech 
was received with great favor, and Judson Hutchinson. 

Mrs. Bedlon, of Providence, spoke chiefly on the question of 
Woman's Bights, and was repeatedly called to order. 

John C. Cluer moved, and the Society voted to lay the resolutions 
on the table, and to take up the resolution presented by him on 
Wednesday, P. M., relative to a slanderous charge against Georob 
Thompson. He defended Mr. Thompson from the charge of T. D. 
McG^e, that he voted in parliament for the Irish Coercion Bill, and 
showed by incontrovertible documentary proof that the charge was 
false and libellous in the last degree. 

Mr. Cltjeb's resolution was then adopted ; there being a very gen» 
eral vote throughout the audience in the affirmative, and one only in 
the negative. 

The Besolutions on the table were taken up, and the meeting was 
addressed by Bev. Theodore Pare:er. He occupied a little time in 
reviewing that portion of (Jov. Boutwell's recent Message which 
speaks in such twaddling and evasive terms of the Fugitive Slave Law. 
Mr. Parker also examined the question whether a Juror is in all cases 
obliged to find a verdict in conformity with the facts proved ; op, 
whether in a case where he believes justice and popular rights require 
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ifc, he maj noi ^re a Todiet ea mk a ry toAe&cto, wiAoatbttDg 
aU J peijored. 

Soon aft^ 1 o'clock, adjourned to 2^ o'clock. 



FEUDDAY — AjTEMsoon SnsiOH. 

Met at tibe hoar i^^Knnted, m the Temple ; Ihe Preodent in the 
Chair. 

Edmukd Quinct, from Cmnmittee on Offioen of the Soeietj for the 
year ensuing, reported a list of said officers. 

The question being taken on the acceptance ci the report, it was 
decided in the affirmative ; and the individuals named were elected the 
officers of the Society. [See the list, in another place.] 

The resolutions before the meeting were farther discussed by 
Edmund Quinct, Georgb W. Putnam, of Lynn, Thomas Busssll, 
of Plymouth, and Wendell Phillips, who controverted the posHaon 
of Mr. Parker, respecting the juror's right to shape his verdid; accord- 
ing to his own ideas of justice. 

William L. Gabrison introduced the two following resolutions : — 

12. Resolved, That in the viat of our bng4ried and untiring co- 
adjutor, GsoBOE Thompson, to this country, for the second time, we 
see cause for emotions of the deepest shame, and feelings of the Uve- 
liest gratitude — shame, that in this vaunted land of freedom, there are 
millions of our countrymen still wearing the galling chains of a Slaveiy 
which England has long since abolished throughout all her dominions — 
and gratitude that, notwithstanding all the scorn, insult, and outrage 
heaped upon him when among us fifteen years ago, as the advocate of 
Universal Emancipation, he generously throws the past into oblivion, 
and is once more with us, the same magnanimous and world-embracing 
spirit, the same dauntless and invincible champion of freedom, the 
same unwavering friend to the liberty and prosperity of our countiy, 
the same fearless and eloquent advocate of the rights of the enslaved, — 
as ready to incur opprobrium and persecution now, in the same glorious 
Cause, as he was in the perilous times of 1834-5. 

13. JResolved, That with three millions of our countrymen in the 
galling chains of Slavery, we have a fitting commentary on the empty 
declaration, that this is "the land of the fbee;" — and in the con- 
sternation which is everywhere visible in this country at the presence 
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ci Oeorob Thompson, we are presented witii an equally stalking com- 
mentary on the general boast, that this is " the home of the braye ! " 

These resolutions were then adopted unanimously. 

The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Mr. BuPfXJM, reported the 
amount of funds raised and pledged. A subsequent examination of 
the papers, more fuU and careful than the committee had then had 
time to give, shows that the whole amount of cash collected is $350 ; 
and that nearly $1200 has been pledged. 

The question was then taken on the remaining resolutions before the 
meeting separately. They were all adopted, with a few opposing votes, 
but it is believed that those votes were not given by persons members of 
the Society, or friendly to the Anti-Slavery cause. 

The Society then adjourned, sine die. 

[The absence of OEORaE Thompson from the Annual Meetmg was 
a severe and constant disappointment to all present. All had looked 
to and relied upon his presence, as that which was chiefly to dis- 
tinguish and give character to the meeting. A very severe attack of 
iUness, which compelled him to seek the care of a physician, detained 
him at Hingham, during the entu^ meetmg. To him, not less than to 
us, we doubt not, the inevitable disappointment was a very painful one.] 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President 

EoBEBT F. Wallcut, Recording Secretary, 

Samuel Mat, Jr., *> 

Eliza Jbrusha E^nney, > Assistant Secretaries, 

Levi D. Smith, ) 
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THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 

[We copy from the Washington Union the Pu^tiye Skye Bill as it 
pafised the two Houses of Congress. It is a Bill to be resisted, dis- 
obeyed, and trampled under foot, at all hazards.] 

A Bill to amend the Act entitled ** An Act respecting Fugitiyes from Justice, 
and persons escaping from the service of their masters." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Howe of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled^ Tliat the persons who have been, or may 
hereafter be appointed Commissioners, in yirtue of any act of Congress, by 
the Circuit Courts of the United States, and who, in consequence of such 
i^pointments, are authorized to exercise the powers that any Justice of the 
Peace or other Magistrate of any of the United States may exercise in respect 
to offenders for any crime or offence against the United States, by arresting, 
imprisoning, or bailing the same imder and by yirtue of the thirty-third 
section of the Act of the twenty-fourth of September, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-nine, entitled « An Act to establish the Judicial Courts of the 
United States," shall be, and are hereby authorized and required to exercise 
and discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this Act. 

Sbct. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the Superior Court of each organ- 
ized Territory of the United States shall haye the same power to appoint 
Commissioneni to take acknowledgments of bail and affidavit, and to take 
depositions of witnesses in dvil causes, which is now possessed by the Circuit 
Courts of the United States ; and all Commissioners who shall hereafter be 
appointed for such purposes by the Superior .Court of any organized Territory 
of the United States shall possess all the powers and exercise all the duties 
conferred by law upon the Commissioners appointed by the Circidt Courts 
of the United States for sinular puxposes, and shall moreover exercise and 
discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this Act. 
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ftKr.a. And he U fmrAtr mmrM, Tl«t t^ Gbeoft Conti o£ Oe United 
flCatci nd t^ fSiapeaog CamttB id mA wgiiiwl Tttntarj ai &e United 
Stately fhan froB tiae to time enlttge t^ sndMr o£ OoinDM^ 
▼SewtoaCsfd itiiomblc farilftifi to icdiom Fvgitms from labor, and to 
tbe pnuBpC diaehaige of the dntiea impo afd by this Act. 

8BCT.4. Jji^fo U fmrtker mmttwd. That t^ Ooonmnonen above named 
riiaU bare eoncorreot janadatHoa iritli the Jndgei of the CSrenit and District 
Coorti of Hie United States, in liicir l e ap e cti fe Cbeinti and Districts within 
tiie sereial States, and the Judges of the Siqperior Conti of the Territories 
wereaiSfy and ct^lecttrdy, in term time and Tacation ; and shall gnmt ceftiil- 
eates to sneh claimants, jxpoa satiafKtorj proof being made, irith authority 
to take and remore snch Fngitiires from senrice or labors imder the restric- 
tions herein contamed, to the State or Territory from whieh such persons 
may hare esei^>ed or fled. 

Sbct. 6, And be U further emusied. That it shall be the doty of all MamhalB 
and Deputy Marshals to obey and execute all irarrants and precepts issued 
under the prorisions of this Act, whoi to them directed, and should any 
Marshal or Deputy Marshal refuse to receiye such warrant or other process, 
when tendered, or to use all proper means diligently to execute the same, he 
shall, on conriction thereof^ be fined in the sum of one thousand dollars to 
the use of such claimant, on the motion of such claimant, by the Circuit or 
District Court for the District of such Marshal; and after arrest of such 
FugitiTe by the Marshal or his Deputy, or whilst at any time in his custody, 
under the prorisions of this Act, should such Fugitiye escape, whether with 
or without the assent of such Marshal or his Deputy, such Marshal shall be 
liable, on his official bond, to be prosecuted, for the benefit of such claimant, 
for the full value of the service or labor of said Fugitiye, in the State, Terri- 
tory, or District whence he escaped ; and the better to enable the said Com- 
missioners, when thus appointed, to execute their duties faithfully and 
efficiently, in conformity to the requirements of the Constitution of the 
United States and this Act, they are hereby authorized and empowered, 
within their Coimties respectively, to appoint in writing imder their hands, 
any one or more suitable persons, from time to time, to execute all such 
warrants and other process as may be issued by them in the lawful perform- 
ance of their respective duties ; with an authority to such Commissioners, 
or the persons to be appointed by them, to execute process as aforesaid, to 
summon and call to their aid the bystanders or posse comitaHu of the proper 
County, when necessary to insure a fiedthful observance of the clause of the 
Constitution referred to, in conformity with the provisions of this Act; and 
all good citizens are hereby commanded to aid and assist in the prompt and 
efficient execution of this Law, whenever their services may be required, as 
aforesaid, for that purpose ; and said warrants shall run and be executed by 
said officers anywhere in the State within which they were issued. 

Shot. 6. And be it further enacted, That when a person held to service or 
labor in any State or Territory of the United States, has heretofore, or shall 
hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the United States, the 
person or persons to whom such service or labor may be due, or his, her, 
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or their Agent or Attorney, duly authorized by power of attorney, in 
writing, acknowledged and certified under the seal of some legal ofiloe 
or court of the State or Territory in which the same may be executed, 
may pursue and reclaim such Fugitive person, either by procuring a 
warrant from some one of the Courts, Judges, or Commissioners aforesaid, 
of the proper Circuit, District, or County, for the apprehension of such 
Fugitiye from service or labor, or by seizing and arresting such Fugitive 
where the same can be done without process ; and by taking or causing such 
persons to be taken, forthwith before such Court, Judge, or Commissioner, 
whose duty it shall be to hear and determine the case of such claimant in a 
summary manner ; and upon satisfactory proof being made by deposition or 
affidavit, in writing, to be taken and certified by such Court, Judge, or Com- 
missioner, or by other satisfcu^tory testimony, duly taken and certified by 
some Court, Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, or other legal officer authorized 
to administer an oath and take depositions imder the laws of the State or 
Territory from which such person owing service or labor may have escaped, 
with a certificate of such Magistrate or other authority, as aforesaid, with 
the seal of the proper Court or officer thereto attached, which seal shall be 
sufficient to establish the competency of the proo^ and with proof also l^ 
affidavit, of the identity of the person whose service or labor is ftlftimAfl to 
be due as aforesaid, that the person so arrested does in fact owe service or 
labor to the person or persons claiming him or her, in the State or Territory 
from which such Fugitive may have escaped as aforesaid, and that said 
person escaped, to make out and deliver to such claimant, his or her Agent 
or Attorney, a certificate setting forth the substantial facts as to the service 
or labor due from such Fugitive to the claimant, and of his or her escape 
from the State or Territory in which such service or labor was due, to the 
State or Territory in which he or she was arrested, with authority to such 
claimant, or his or her Agent or Attorney, to use such reasonable force and 
restraint as may be necessary, imder the circumstances of the case, to take 
and remove such Fugitive person back to the State or Territory from whence 
he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. In no trial or hearing imder this 
Act shall the testimony of such alleged Fugitive be admitted in evidence ; 
and the certificates in this and the first section mentioned shall be conclusive 
of the right of the person or persons in whose favor granted to remove such 
Fugitive to the State or Territory from which he escaped, and shall prevent 
aU molestation of said person or persons by any process issued by any Court, 
Judge, Magistrate, or other person whomsoever. 

JBect. 7. And be it further enacted. That any person who shall knowingly 
and willingly obstruct, hinder, or prevent such claimant, his Agent or Attor- 
ney, or any person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from 
arresting such a Fugitive from service or labor, either with or without pro- 
cess as aforesaid ; or shall rescue, or attempt to rescue, such Fugitive from 
service or labor, or from the custody of such claimant, his or her Agent or 
Attorney, or other person or persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so 
arrested, pursxiant to the authority herein given and declared ; or shall aid, 
abet, or assist such person, so owing service or labor as aforesaid, directly or 
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indirectly, to escape from such claimant, Ida Agent or Attorney, or other 
pmson or persona legally authorized as aforesaid ; or shall harbor or conceal 
such Fugitiye, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of such person, after 
notice or knowledge of the fact that such person was a Fugitive fifom service 
-Mr labOT as aforesaid, shall, for either of said offences, be subject to a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, 
by indictment and conviction before the District Court of l^e United States 
for the District in which such offence may have been committed, or before 
the proper Court of criminal jurisdiction, if committed within any one of the 
organized Territories of the United States ; and shall moreover forfeit and 
Xmy, by way of civil damages to the party injured by such illegal conduct, 
the sum of one thousand dollars for each Fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be 
recovered by action of debt in any of the District or Territorial Courts afore- 
said, within whose jurisdiction the said offence may have been committed. 

Sect. 8. And be U further enacted. That the Marshals, their Deputies, and 
the Clerks of the said Districts and Territorial Courts, shall be paid for their 
advices the like fees as may be allowed to them for similar services in other 
cases ; and where such services are rendered exclusively in the arrest, cus- 
tody, and delivery of the Fugitive to the claimant, his or her Agent or Attor- 
ney, or where such su}^>06ed Fugitive may be discharged out of custody from 
the want of sufficient proof as aforesaid, then such fees are to be paid in the 
whole by such complainant, his Agent or Attorney ; and int all cases where 
the j»:oceedings are before a Commissioner, he shall be entitled to a fee of 
ten dollars in full for his services in each case, upon the delivery of the said 
certificate to the claimant, his or her Agent or Attorney ; or a fee of five 
dollars in cases where proof shall not, in the opinion of suoh Commissioner, 
warrant such certificate and delivery, inclusive of all services incident to such 
arrest and examination, to be paid, in either case, by the claimant, his or her 
Agent or Attorney. The person or persons authoiized to execute the pro- 
cess to be issued by such Commissioners for the arrest and detention of 
Fugitives from service or labor as aforesaid, shall also be entitled to a fee of 
five dollars each for each person he or they may arrest and take before any 
such Commissioner as aforesaid, at the instance and request of such claimant, 
with such other fees as may be deemed reasonable by such Commissioner for 
such other additional services as may be necessanly performed by him or 
them : such as attending to the examination, keeping the Fugitive in custody 
and providing him with food and lodgings during his detention, and imtil the 
final determination of such Commissioner; and in general for performing 
such other duties as may be required by such claimant, his or her Attorney 
or Agent or Commissioner in the premises ; such fees to be made up in con- 
formity with the fees usually charged by the officers of the Courts of Justice 
within the proper District or County, as near as may be practicable, and paid 
by such claimants, their Agents or Attorneys, whether such supposed Fugi- 
tive from service or labor be ordered to be delivered to such claimants by the 
final determination of such Commissioners or not. 

Sbct. 9. And be it further enacted, That upon affidavit made by the claim- 
ant of such Fugitive, his Agent or Attorney, after such certificate has been 
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iwued, that he has reason to apprehend that such FogitiTe -will be rescued 
by force from his or their possession before he can be taken beyond the limits 
of the State in which the arrest is made, it shall be the duty of the officer 
making the arrest to retain such Fugitite in his custody, and to remove him 
to the State whence he fled, and there to deliver him to the said claimant, 
his Agent or Attorney. And to this &ad the officer aforesaid is hereby 
authorized and reqiured to employ so many persons as he may deem neces- 
sary, to overcome such force, and to retain them in his service so long as 
drcximstances may require; the said officer and his assistants, while so 
employed, to receive the same compensation, and to be allowed the same 
expenses as are now allowed by law for the transportation of criminals, to be 
certified by the Judge of the District within which the arrest is made, and 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States. 

Sect. 10. And be it further etutcted, That when any person held to service 
or labor in any State or Territory, or in the District of Columbia, shall escape 
there&om, the party to whom such service or labor shall be due, his heirs, or 
their Agoit or Attorney, may apply to any Court of record therein, or Judge 
thereof in vacation, and make such satisfEUitory proof to such Court or Judge 
thereof in vacation, of the escape aforesaid, and that the person escaping 
owed service or labor to such party. Whereupon the Court shall cause a 
record to be made of the matters so proved, and also a general description of 
the person so escaping, with such convenient certainty as may be ; and a 
transcript of such record, authenticated by the attestation of the Clerk, and 
of the seal of the said Court being produced in any other State, Territory, 
or District in which the person so escaping may be foimd, and being exhi- 
Hted to any Judge, Commissioner, or other officer authorized by the law of 
the United States to cause persons escaping from service or labor to be deliv- 
ed up, shall be held and taken to be full and conclusive evidence of the 
fact of escape, and that the service or labor of the person escaping is due to 
the party in such record mentioned. And upon the production by the said 
party of other and further evidence,'if necessary, either oral or by affidavit, 
in addition to what is contained in said record of the identity of the person 
escaping, he or she shall be delivered up to the claimant. And said Court, 
Conmiissioner, Judge, or other person authorized by this Act to grant certifi- 
cates to claimants of Fugitives, shall upon the production of the record and 
other evidences aforesaid, grant to such claimant a certificate of his right to 
take any such person, identified and proved to be owing service or labor as 
a£9resaid, which certificate shall authorize such claimant to seize, or arrest, 
and transport such person to the State or Territory fiK>m which he escaped : 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as requiring the 
production of a transcript of such record as evidence as aforesaid, but in its 
absence, the claim shall be heard and determined upon other satisfactory 
prooft competent in law. 

Approved, September 18, 1850. 

MILLAED FILLMORE. 
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REPORT 



Ths Board of Managers of tiie Massachusetts Anii-Slavery Society 
present themselves this year to their oonstitaents for Ihe Twentieth 
time, to render an aooount of their ministry. For the period of twenty- 
one years that this Society has heen in existence, we ihink that we can 
claim for it the praise of undeviating^ unswerving devotion to ihe 
ohjeot for which it was created. With all its imperfections of perfoim'- 
ance, all its i^ortcomings and errors^ it has done a great work, the 
preoorsor only of greater yet to come; From this Society have sprung 
the American Anti-Slavery Society and all its nnmerons auxiliaries. 
It was the first organized body, in America, that attacked Slavery on the 
principle of its inherent sinfuln^is, and enforced the consequent duty of 
Immediate Emancipation. It found the nation in a state of lethargy' as 
to the condition and rights of their endaved countrymen ; it has aroused 
it to an earnestness of conflict on one side and the other, which can 
never cease but in the victory of Freedom. All the events of an his« 
torioal character which have marked the annals of the last twenty 
years may be distinctly traced to the agitation which this Society set 
first on foot in this country. The enemies of Impartial Freedom have 
been forced to throw aside their disguises and to stand forth the open 
defenders of Slavery upon its merits. The politics of the country 
have been compelled to take openly the course into which our institu- 
ticms were contrived secretly to direct them. Freedom and Slavery^ 
have been brought face to face in single combat, with the world for 
spectators. And though the &rst successes may appear to have been 
found crowning the worser side^ we have no fear for the issue of the 
conflict. Of this battle the events of the last year have made most 
important parts ; — perhaps the most important in their meaning and 
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in iheir issaes of any that have as yet marked the oombat. We most 
pray yonr indolgence for the scanty jostioe which our time and space 
will permit as to do to them. 



CONGBSSS. 

The Thirty-First Congtess, which died a natural death on the Fourth 
of March last, distinguished itself above all its predecessors by the 
abandoned profligacy of its subservience to the Slave Power. Its 
deeds, which justly entitle it to the epithet bestowed by one of its 
admirers, (Mr. Rufus Choatb) of ** the Congress of Compromises," 
we recorded at length in our last Keport. The expiring session of 
1850-51 was remarkable for a sileUce as expressive and ita(»re ominous 
than all the loud^mouthed excitement of the longer session. Silence 
was the Order of the Bay. Slaveiy was a tabooed subject. Every 
petition for the Repeal of the Fugitive Slave Law, or for any other 
matter leading to a reopening of the Slavery question, was promptly 
laid on the table. But its {Hresence was all the more vividly felt for 
this attempt to close the eyes of the nation to it. The newspapers at 
the capital and throughout the land never resounded more loudly with 
the question than during this very season of silence. Even in Con^ 
gross, itself, it would at times compel a reluctant hearing. Mr. Gm- 
nxNGS in the House and Mr. Halb in the Senate made oocafflons to 
utter hated truths in unwilling ears. The plan which that wily Slave- 
holder^ Mr. Clay, initiated for the removal of the Free Colored People 
to Africa, under the di^uise of an armament of war-steamers for the 
Supprescdon of the African Slave Trade, gave Mr. Halb an opportu'* 
nity of exposing the inconsistency of love of Slavery in America and 
hatred of the trade from which it sprung in Africa. The members of 
Congress felt themselves so insecure in their fidelity to ike Union they 
had saved, that they prepared and signed a Pledge of Total Abstinence 
from Speech on this subject and of withholding support from any Pres- 
idential Candidates who did not accept the Gospel of Compromise. 
After this season of rest from the Pro-Slavery orgies of the preceding 
session, this Evil Congress gave up the ghost in those convulsions of 
debauchery and ruffianism that have marked the ending of so many 
of its predecessors. It would be a bold thing, perhaps, to affirm that 
none to come can surpass its infamy, (for who can calculate the possi^ 
bilities of American wickedness?) but it is safe to say that it has 
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iMtered the example of any that has gone before it. The Oongress 
that admitted Texas, even that which declared war with Mexico, must 
hide their diminished heads in the presence of this newa* and more 
gigantic culprit. Of the seed that they planted and Watered theii^ late 
successor has reaped the harvest and poured its poisonous growth into 
our bosoms. They robbed Mexico of broad proviijces and steeped her 
soil with the blood of thousands in the process, but this latest borti of 
time has shown the designs worse than robbery towards which the 
Nation thus stalked through crime and gore. It is true one golden 
remnant was saved out of the maw of all-devouring, still insatiate 
Slavery ; but it was only at the* cost of giving to Texas a territory 
equal to New England for the purposes of Slavery and Ten Millions 
of money to help her in the infernal propagandism. 

Slavery being thus excluded from California by the character of the 
population its golden sands had drawn thither, by the act of the inhab^ 
itants themselves, through no favor or goodwill of Congress or the Gt)v- 
emment, the balance was to be made to preponderate in some way on 
the side towards Slavery. So New Mexico and Utah were left without 
any protection against its incursions, but with every opportunity and 
facility for it to enter in and possess the land. In the face of the array 
of geographical impossibilities which Mr. Webster had conjured up 
to darken counsel and perplex the minds of men, wo hear accounts of 
the actual emigration of masters and Slaves into those territories, and 
the violent probability that both, and the almost unquestionable cer- 
tainty that one, will ere long demand admission to the Union as a 
Slave State. And as if these concessions were not entough, this Evil 
Congress cast the Fugitive Slave Bill as a makeweight into the scale, 
as stem Brennus did his sword, more as an insult to the vanquished 
than for the actual difference it would make in the result. Not satis- 
fied with carving a new Slave State out of Texas, as a counterpoise to 
Califomia and holding the dpor open by force for Slavery to take pos- 
session of the other two Territories, if it see good, it takes away from 
the North the trial by jury in cases of personal liberty, appoints 
dependent officers of the Courts to perform functions from which Hale 
or Mansfield might have shrunk, so fearful are the responsibilities and 
so vital are the interests involved, bribes them to decide adverse to 
liberty, and compels all the good people of the nation to be art and 
part of this national scheme of kidnapping under penalty of fine and 
imprisonment. These are some of the acts which will make the 
Thirty-Furst Congress infamously memorable to the latest posterity. 
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Otiier Oongfesses have dotfe yiUaBonsly, but ihon hast snrpaoied them 
aU. 

It has be€iii not more fimitful of public wickedness than it has been 
fertile in the development of personal depraTitj. It has seen the 
Thunderer of the Wilmot Proviso break the bolts which he himself 
had forged, (if he did not lie,) and hurl the fragments at those who 
had dared to believe him to be an honest man. It has seen Whig 
Bepresentatives, elected on the faith that non-extension of Slavery was 
one of the fundamental articles of their creed, bullied or cajoled into 
withholding the only sufficient security against its interminable spread. 
The possession of power has shown that Whigs become worse than 
Democrats when that fatal gift has caused their virtue to depart from 
out them. The frantic fears of trade, the delusive hopes of Cotton- 
Spinners, the desperate chances of Presidential possibilities, worked a 
magic change in the minds and hearts, or at least in the expression of 
the same, of the dwellers in great cities and villages where the voice 
of the Spindle is ever heard. The new thunders at Washington found 
their altered tone reechoed from Boston, New York, Philadelphia, not 
to mention the minims for which the law cares not. The members of 
** the real Anti-Slavery party " were the loudest to shout hosannahs 
when the law erecting them into Slavecatchers was passed. One 
would think, to listen to their servile speech, that it was " a journey 
like the path to Heaven " to be hounded on by a Slavehunter on the 
track of a wretched negro, and that this was the main object for which 
our institutions were founded and builded up. If the tone of the 
press, and the voice of public meetings called for the support of these 
iniquities, are to be accepted as the authentic utterance of the sense of 
the general mind at the North, the Evil Congress might well boast of 
havifig as evil a Constituency. If it were true that those frothy and 
vaporing demonstrations of Pro-Slavery zeal fitly expressed the feelings 
of the Northern mind, one might well despair of the B^public. For a 
people that is swifb to proclaim that it is not worth saving, cannot be 
saved even by Almighty grace. 

But we tiave faith to believe, we have cause to know, that this is 
not the case. Bad as the Nortlf is, corrupted and def^ved as it has 
become by its long communications with Slavery, there is yet left a 
remnant sufficient to save themselves, if not the nation. The House 
of Representatives, thank God, do not entirely represent those stand- 
ing behind theim. It is true, and it will probably continue so, that 
the worser parts of such a polity as ours control the better for a time^ 
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«Bd that; die prettige of saocess often crowns tiieir w(»rsfc endeavors. 
But this is l)nt temporary and apparent, as may be seen in tihis very 
case in haini, unfavorable as it may at first sight appear to be. The 
more remote workings of the diabolical legislation of this Congress as 
to New Mexico and Utah and Texas cannot yet be discerned. But 
how is it as to matters nearer home ? The suppression of a^tation 
was the first good fruit the new tree of liberty was expected to bring 
fortii. Has there ever been a time when the excitement iA the public 
mind; South and North, has been so intense as since this olive-branch 
budded? Has not the very silence of Congress been a perpetual 
occasion of remark, whether exulting or dispara^g, which was only 
agitation in disguise ? And have they been freed from the intrusion 
of the Naticmal Spectre, by this magic Ime of compromise which they 
had described about them ? Let Mr. GmniNGS in the House and Mr. 
Clay in the Senate answer. Then the 'Slaveholders were taught to 
expect a general retom of their lost tribes, now scattered abroad among 
ih» Gentiles, back into their patriarchal bosoms. Doubtless they saw 
in beatific vifflon the multitudes that shouted Great is Slavery and 
Daniel is its Prophet in Faneuil Hall, in Castle Garden, in Washing- 
ton Square, would proclahn a grand hattiis and drive their living game 
before Hiem into their toils. How far these visions have been fulfilled 
we i^iall have oceasbn to tell in ite appropriate place. But lamentable 
as may have been the diabolical successes of the Slavecatehers, we 
have tiieif own word for it, that they have by no means come up to 
thek expeotadons. 

The '* bemg's end and aim " of this Coiigress, as of all others, was 
Ae making-up of Presidential candidates. All these demonstrations 
were part of the gune played upon that chess-board for that stake. 
We have great comfort in believing that the basest of these gamesters 
are fated to disappointment. We must have a President, probably, 
but ft is not likely to be any of the prominent players for it, unless, 
indeed; some concatenation of circumstances may conspire to make the 
Hero of Mexico tJ^ successor of the Hero of Buena Vista. But 
General Soott lacks the qualification which made his subordinate and 
inferior his sueoessfrd competitor at the last nomination. Blood is not 
enough without blacks. He must bear sable as well as gales upon his 
eoftt armor who looks to be saluted suzerain of t^iese reahns. It is as 
essen^ as sixteen quarters to qualify the suitor of a German princess. 
Mf . Olat h«3 been beaten too often to leave him the sorry chance of a 
^Mmiiation. Mr- Wxbstbb has bid high and paid dearly for the lying 
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promise of Slayehol^ng sapport The Slaveholders know him lo» 
well to risk iheir interests in lus keeping. They know that he is one, 
as Jonins sajs of Wedderbom, " that treachery cannot trost ! " A 
man that has been bought and sold all the days of his political life in 
market overt, though he may make a good Slave^ is a very daagerooB 
master. They may flatter him and hold out hopes as baite to lure him 
on to greater lengths in his disgracefdl career ; but they will never 
consent to put themselves into the hands of one who, they know, would 
sell them the day after his inaugoration for the chance of a second 
nomination. His scheme of a Union party to be composed of the 
worst portions of the old ones has met with small favor from the party 
which is now predoipinant in the nation. The Bemocratie leaders are 
well content that Mr. Webster shoold do to their hands the dirty woik 
prelimi9ary to the campaign ; but they will be slow to resign in his 
favor the '' round and top of sovereignty " which has been the dream 
and the labor of their lives. Whatever other evil thing this Congress, 
may have done, we think we shall not have to lay to its charge the 
elevation of the Betrayer of the North to the Chair of State. In this 
charitable frame of mind we part with this Evil Congress, most 
devoutly hoping that we n^y never look upon its like again. 

The opening of the Thirty-Second Congress has not been auspicious 
to the pacific hopes of the Compromisers. At the preliminary caucus 
of the Bemocratie party, now largely in the ascendant, an attempt was 
made to endorse the Compromise measures and to pledge the party to 
their maintenance. The drift of the proposition was discerned and the 
party declined making a Whig platform the basis of their policy and 
dividing the spoils of office, now almost within their grasp, with thdr 
antagonists. The Bemocrats were well content to allow the Whigs to 
do the servile work necessary to pacify the Slaveholders, but they had 
no intention of sharing with them the plunder of the nation, thus 
obtained. So the motion was laid on the table, and Mr. Linn Botd, 
of Kentucky, obtained the Speaker's Chair solely on this condition. 
In the Senate, Mr. Eoote, of Mississippi, introduced the same 
proposition, as soon as it came togethw. But his attempts to pudi it 
through perfunctorily, failed. It opened the whole subject to debate, 
and was violently opposed by the extreme Southern wing, as well 
as by the Northern side of the Senate. It still drags its length 
slowly along. Whatever its fate may be, it is certain that the 
question of Slavery will still be the prominent tope of public and 
private speech, and also, that the wicked purpose of the Compromiso, 
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-^Ibe election of a Whig President by Democratic yoteSy — is forever 
defeated. 



The Wobkino of the Gompbomises. Nett Aexigo, Utah, amb 
Oalifobnia. 

The operation of the Oompromise measures of 1850, in the perform- 
ance of their due functions of saying the Union, has been the chief 
pint of observation during the past year. New Mexico has been fur^ 
nished, in furtherance of the plan for including her within the limits of 
the Area of Freedom, with a staff of Governors, Judges, and other 
officials, almost exclusively from the Slaveholding States. Accord- 
ingly, we have the best reason for believing that there has been a 
steady immigration of Slaves and their masters into Ihat Territory, in 
the most flagrant defiance of Mr. Webster's laws of " Oriental scenery 
and physical Geography." The same is confidently affirmed of Utah, 
and it is even asserted that continual migrations of Slaves take place 
into California, itself. It is yet too soon to affirm what the result of 
these demonstrations will be, but it is too probable that Slavery 
will obtain a safe foothold in the two first named Territories. And a 
movement is even now in progress, and has advanced far enough to 
have called a Conventicm to conader it, the objecfT of which is the 
division of California into t^o Territories. Of these two, the Southern 
would be eminently fitted for the introductiop of Slavery y and this is, 
unquestionably, the design of the movers of the scheme. Thus we 
see how the wily policy of the Slave Power, aided by • the treason of 
Websteb and his fellow-conspirators, has triumphed in this direction, 
over the hopes and the just demands of Freedom. 



The Fugitive Slave Law, 

WhOe the working of this part of the Compromise Measures has 
been going on secretly and almost unobserved by the nation,' the opera- 
tion of that portion designed to assist the masters in the recovery of 
their fugitive Slaves, has necessarily excited a stronger attention. 
This was bringing Slavery home to the business and bosoms of the in- 
habitants of almost every part of the Free States. The most hateful 
scenes of the Peculiar Institution were transferred firom the South, and 
2 
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enacted in the streets of Nortfiem cities and ySlages. Peaoefnl citi^ 
zens, sapporting themselves by honest indnstiy, were seized by foroe 
or fraud, held in chains, and delivered up to a new tyranny by the 
willing tools of the Abominable Law. Buildings dedicated to the ser- 
vice of public justice^ were degraded into Slave-pens and barracoons. 
All the defences which the jealous care of centuries had reared around 
personal liberty, disappeared before the fell presence of the man- 
hunter. Obedience to the simplest promptings of humanity and Chris-« 
tianity, was tortured into misdemeanor or erected into treason. The 
people oi the Free^ States found that their native soil was not merely 
no jHTotection for vie guests who claimed their hospitality, but was no 
sanctuary even to themselves. These things could not but excite att^n-' 
tion and awaken indignation. Black a^d disgraceful as have been &e 
events of the last year, numerous as have been the successful attempts 
of the hunters of men to recapture their human prey, with the aid of 
their official bloodhounds, we do not believe that they have left the 
Northern naind better affected towards Slavery or the National Institu-^ 
tions which foster it, than before. However designed, we feel assured 
that these horrors have done much more towards weakening than 
strengthening the ties which bind the North to the South. 



The Eescue of Shadrach. 

Within the limits to which we must confine ourselves, we cannot 
enter at large into details of all the cases that have occurred, or evei^ 
do sufficient justice to any of them. Two cases, of very different issues, 
but which created the widest and deepest excitement, occurred in this 
city. On the Fifteenth day of February, a colored man, Shadrach, a 
waiter in a coffee-house, was arrested by Deputy Marshals Kiley and 
Sawin, under a warrant from Commissioner George T. Curtis, ("fit 
body to fit head ! ") while engaged in his honest business. He was 
taken before the Commissioner, and, after the case was opened, it was 
, adjourned over for a few days. The prisoner, guilty of a suspicion of 
loving liberty better than Slavery, was to be held in custody in the 
United States Court Room, as the gaols of Massachusetts are still the 
only portion of her soil where a Slave cannot breat];ie. After the ad- 
journment, and while the court room was clearing, a body of colored 
men entered the room, invited Shadrach to accompany them, which he 
lost no time in doing ; and, before the officials of the United ^tes hajl 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TOE BSdOU£ OF SHABRAGH. ll 

recovered from their amazement, he was put beyond the reach of pttrstdt. 
An enterprise better contrived and conducted was never known. It 
Was the first sign of spirit that had been shown in Boston since the Tea 
was thrown into the ocean. But it Was shown to an unbelieving genera- 
tion. The excitement which swelled the breasts of the patriotic " Re- 
tainers " of Mr. Webster, when the news was told, was terrific. The 
newspapers wrung their hands and bewailed the impehding downfall of 
the Republic. The fatal fact was flashed over the wires to Mr. Web- 
ster, with the agonizing inquiry, ** What *s to be done ? " And the 
melancholy response was returned, that " Mr. Webster was very much 
mortified ! " 

The occasion was one which seemed to demand unprecedented meas- 
ures. The Rescue took place on Saturday. On Tuesday, the 18th, 
the President issued his solemn Proclamation, recounting the frightfal 
occurrence, calling'upon all well-disposed citizens, and commanding all 
officers, civil and military, '* found in the vicinity of this outrage, to 
aid and assist in quelling this and all other such combinations, and to 
assist in recapturing the abovenamed person." Mr. Clay brought the 
matter before the Senate, by a resolution calling On the President for 
information, though in the nature of things he could have had none 
that all did not possess, through the telegraphic despatches to the news- 
papers. An animated debate ensued, in which the peculiar atrocity of 
this transaction was dwelt upon by Mr. Clay and other Compromise 
Sjenators, while the absurdity of the attitude of the G-ovemment towards 
the Rescuers of Shadraeh was well and wittily set forth by Mr. Hale. 
Immediately after, General Orders came down frbm the Secretaries of 
War and thiB Navy directing the military and naviEil officers to yield all 
practicable assistance in the event of such another insurrection. But 
though the President was mighty, and the Senate potent, and the 
Heads of our Army and Navy powerful, it was all in vain. Shadraeh 
was beyond the reach of them all. Safe under the protecting shadow 
of the British scej^tre, he defied them all. To be sure, several persons, 
Messrs. Charles G^. Davis, Blizur Wrioht, Lewis Hayden, John 
Bcott, T?homas P. Smith, J. P. Coburn, and Robert Morris were 
arrested for the crime of participating in this act, and all but the first, 
bound over for trial, by Mr. Commissioner Hallett. These examina- 
Itions created the warmest interest in the city and throughout the land. 
When the trials came on in June; however, in spite of all adverse in- 
fluences, the juries in the cases of John Scott and Lewis Hayden, 
were unable to agree. The Hon. John P. Hale and Riohard H. 
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DANAy Jr., Es<][., who were the Counsel of tiie aeeosed in aQ tbcni^ 
eases, distinguished themselves by the zeal, industry, and talent, which 
they brought to their work. 

These trials were of the deeper interest to all who wateh intelligently 
the bearings and remoter issues of contemporary events, from iheir 
being the first, widiin the memory of most men on ike stage, in which 
the Government evinced a strong paitizan feeling against the accused. 
The vindication of the Fugitive Slave Law, and of the conduct of tiie 
Government at the time of this occurrence, most earnestly demanded a 
victka* For aknost the first time in our history, the sufiiciency of the 
trial by jury, and of the other safeguards which the wisdom of past 
time has sought to throw around the liberty of the citizen when con- 
fronted with an incensed government, were bxoi^t to the test of actual 
experiment. One of the main objects which the assertors of free gov- 
ernments Have ever professed to have in view has been the pure and 
impartial administration of justice. In England, especially, the eflforts 
to surround the tribunals of the law with such circumstances as should 
make the Judge inaccessible to temptation and above the breatii of 
suspicion, have been unceasing. Indeed, the whole course of English 
Constitutional history is marked by these attempts^ and its different 
periods may be distinguished by them as the monuments of its progress.^ 
This just and salutary jealousy was inherited by their sons, our ances- 
tors, and the dai^er to liberty through the undue influence of the 
Crown over the Judges was one main motive-spring of the Revolution. 
The ix^uence, direct and indirect, of power over law has always been 
watched with close scrutiny by all who were jealous for the preserva- 
tifm of inherited or acquired securities of liberty, or earnest to achieve 
them. The best of laws are inigatory when their administration is left 
at the mercy of time-serving or power-swayed judges. It was to guard 
against this abuse of the law by the administrators of the law that- 
the Anglo-Saxon raee have made the Trial by Jury a part and parcel 
of their iostitutions wherever they have transplanted themselves. It 
is an appeal, in the last resort, from the glosses^of legal ingenuity, 
the chicanery of the Bar or of the Bench, to the common sense of the 
common people, having the same interest in the preservation of the 
purity of the administration of justice as its hi^r and lower officials, 
without the bias either might, in times of great political pressure, feel 
towards the predominant power in the State. 

Especially is it in State trials touching the life or liberty of the sub^ 
ject or the citizen that the sanctity of the jury should be most rigidly 
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nteJntaiHed. And by the sanotity of the jarj we mean the observanee 
of nil ihoee roles and fonnalities which stand in the way of the gov^ 
emment's packing a jniy for its own ends, and which secure to the 
pariy aocnsed, as ^ as human deyices can do it, a fair trial by his 
peers. In a multitude of the cases between man and man, involying 
nice questions of intricate rights, the decision of a single competent 
judge would be quite as likely to answer the ends of exact justice as 
the verdict of Twelve Men selected by lot from the community. But 
even here; the wise jealousy of the olden time has required that an 
imleamed but impartial body of twelve men should pass upon every 
dispute, in the faith that^ if they could not unravel and explain a tan- 
gled web of law themselves, they could discern when it was properly 
disentangled, and, if need were, stand between Eight and an Arbitrary 
Judge. B^^ above all, and more than all, is the Anglo-Saxon, the 
British, the American Necessity of such an impartial body in cases 
where the Nation d^iounces one of its members as a just object of its 
punishments. Woe to the Judge that tampers with this sanction and 
safeguard of personal liberty, — - that liberty which it is the first object 
of civil government to secure! ''He that falleth upon this stone 
shall be broken ; and he upon whom it falleth it shall grind him to 
powder." 

The Magistrate who presided at these trials won for himself an un- 
enviable name in connection with the Trial by Jury. When Erskinb 
was raised to the peerage, upon his appointment to the Chancellorship^ 
he took for the motto of his coat of arms '* Trial by Jury^" in com- 
memoration of his memorable victories in behalf of the rights of juries 
in the State trials of Horns Tooke, Thblwall and Hardy. His fame 
he wisely foresaw would rest chiefly, after )iis triumphs of the forum 
had become a tradition, upon what he had done to interpose the barrier 
of a jury between angry power and its victim. The permanent repu^ 
tation of Judge Spragub will be connected with recollections quite the 
opposite of this — recollections of his endeavors, happily thus far fruit^ 
less ones, to change the authentic customs, recognized by law, which 
should regulate the order of the Jury list, to suit the purposes of power j 
He has distinguished himself, as no Judge has done before, of our time 
at least, by throwing the whole weight of his influence on the side of 
power and against the accused parties in a State trial. From his Charge 
to the Grand Jury down through the whole course of the two trials which 
have been had thus far, before him, it has been obvious to Bar, to Jury 
and to Spectator that he had pre-ordained a conviction, and that he 
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^ma^kffjag}mUffl9tQmmt »dfmneikin tompplf AbMh 
tMsoEMB of the DiBtriDt Attonejaid im Awiiliiri aid to 4o Anr 
woriL Thoof^Ti^kdi geDMmIfy, Older the anmljaBdeoa^ 
Bttk bit mamera, thw ww the iB^raoioii he eosfeyvd to eroy 
QDbiaeed nnid. And at toMe erea hie habitaal eel f w ii UMii d wm 
hanUjCToa^ to eonoeel the detonaned pnrpoeeof Ids n«laBihf» 
trial proceeded, and .the angiy d i fla ppoiBt memt oceasioBed bj thrar 
abortiye imie. 

For Bome reaaooa, wbicfa we will not aUeajit to aeeonnt Ibr, ihe 
pnoeeentoig officers seemed to bare fcxmed die opinion that Boston and 
certain neighboring towns would be more Hkefy to famish the matfr^ 
rials oi a pliant Jorj than tiie remoter districts. It beeme, conse* 
qnenUj, thebr wish that the (»der of the Jmj list riioald be so ar- 
ranged that the jorors from those plaees should be first caAed. Now, 
the law <^ the United States sajs thai tiie Jniy in the U. 8. Gcrarts 
shall be made np^ as nearlj as maj be, in accordance with die costom 
of the State in which it is held. And die laws of Massaehosetts 
ordain diat all the jmws, from wliaterer town they maj come, shall be 
arranged in alphabetical order upon die list. It woold appear, dien^ 
diat the coarse to be parsaed was plainly laid down, tod that all the 
names retamed ehoald be placed alphabeticidly, without regard to die 
towns from which they came. This would, obviously, be the fiiirest 
possible course and give both parties an equal chance, widi die least 
possible danger of die panel bemg affected by die influence t)f local 
biases. But Judge Spraguk appointed diat the tovms should be 
iurranged alphabetically, by which course Boston was sure to come 
first, or nearly so, and the jurors from each town placed alphabelically 
under it, — an arrangement in nowise answering the letter or die spirit 
of the law. And this, too, in the teedi of his own declaration that 
he had directed the Clerk to observe die ancient usage, so that there 
might be no room left for a charge of packing the Juiy ! Thus 
making an arrangement differing from the old one, and one not iii 
acc(^rdance with the law, but which had the efifect of putting di^ 
Boston Jurymen into the box ! 

And then when examining a juror upon the voir dire, to ascertain 
whether or not he had formed or expressed any opinions incompatible 
with the due performance of his functions, and the juror declared diat 
'* he had no feelillg in the case except suck as sprang from a general 
isympathy with the oppressed everywhere," Judge Spragub ordered 
him to stand aside as ail incompetent Jurcn* ! Gould a circufiistance 
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be imagiiied wHoh would ezpreaB the animus of a Judge mcMre strongly 
Hwa this? Perhaps it. is true tdiat a general sympathy ^th the 
oppressed is a ^squalijBcation to a juror in a case wh^e the United 
States and Slavery are on one »de, and a negro or an Abolitionist cm 
the other ; but it is an odd dedsion to be jodieially pronounced. That 
Judge SpKAeux should have been swift to recognize the conirtitutioib 
ality of the Fugitive Law is perhaps not to be wondered at But 
it is rather angular that his regard for his professional reputation 
should not have made him heidtate to f(»rtify his opinion by the news- 
paper accounts of the o{»nions of Judges not duly reported and having 
no legal weight whatever. Judge Spsague is, doubtless, a learned as 
well as an acute lawyer, and therefore, perhaps, hesitated to assume 
the whole burden of that decision. He has virtually ruled oat ihe 
siogle virtue of a written Constitution, that it is unalterable by pre^ 
scription or custom, or any power except that which created it, by 
arguing from the practice to the letter, instead of compelling the lett^ 
to inform and regulate the practice. And he set up, dogmatically, the 
doctrine which has no good legal authority, but which servile Judges 
\n all time have endeavored to estaldish, that Juries are not judges of 
the law as well m of tiie fact, and to exclude from the Jury-box men 
who would not bind themselves to accept his interpretation (^ the law. 
But it is in vain to attempt to go into the detail which a due con- 
oderation of Judge Spragub's conduct would demand, witiiin our 
present limits* The explanation of it all, as we ccmceive, exposes the 
weak point of our National Judiciary. Our National Judges are, 
almost of necessity, political Judges. They are appointed as tiie 
reward of partisan services, and it is by no means understood that the 
3^uch is any impediment to political promotion. On the contrary, it 
may be made the vantage ground from which Ambition may vault or 
elimb to the higher places. It is not so in Ilngland. There a Judge 
is removed, by Public Sentiment and tiie acknowledged proprieties of 
his position, from the temptations of political life. And eminence at 
the bar is required, by the profession and by the public, as a condition 
of elevation to the Bench. How many of the U. S. Judges owe their 
elevation to their successes of the stump rather than of the forum ! 
The claims of Judge Spbague to his preferment are certsdnly sufficient. 
Besides his respectable rank at the bar, he was one of those devoted 
men who assisted at the grand service held in Faneuil Hall in 1885, 
for the propitiaticm of Slavery, and the one who apostrophized Wash- 
ington as *' THAT Slavbholdib ! " Unhappy maa, who condensed 
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liii mkpiitj ioio an ejngrMii ! — iriioiednoed it into m Aaf^ Aei 
portable and die most eaaity tonied a^nnrt him I This aet and the 
spirii whieh inqnred it was probably the remote reason irl^ Judge 
fipBAcnji is on tiie Boioh. But tiie immediate occasion of his pnano- 
ikm was his active agency in the GonventiMi thai nominated General 
Habkisov^ and in die campaign thai cairied it out Sneh are some of 
tiie rewards of patriotism ! Bepobfics are not always nngrateM ! 

In NoTCTibi^, the trial of Bobsbt Mokbis, Esq., one of die few 
colored men who have been admitted to jmMStice at die Bar, came on 
and resulted in a taimnphant acquittal. In this case, as in the two 
previous ones, no man was permitted to sit on the Jnry who had an ill 
opinion of the. Fugitive Law, or who would not consent to yield his 
birth-right to jadge of the sufficiency of die law, as well as of die fiusts, 
into ^e hands of ^e Judge. And yet this was the result. It showed 
that even men who are willmg thus to denude themselves of didr most 
sacred privilege will not consent to yield the lesser one and convict a 
man whom they do not think to be guilty, merely to gratafy Mr. Wbb- 
STiB, Mr. FiLLM ORB and tihe Unionsavers in general. It is but due, 
however, to Mr. Justice Oubtis, who presided at the trial, to say, that, 
setdng aside his jury-catecbiang and his vindication of his monopoly of 
^e law (in which he but followed the antipadiies native to his specie ; 
for what great Judge was there ever that did not hate a Jury ?) with 
these inconsiderable exceptions, his conduct during the trial was unex- 
cepdcmable, and his charge impartial, ffis conduct in this particular 
honorably contrasted with that oi Judge Spbagub on the previous trials, 
who seemed to regard it as his miftion to make good ihe forensic short- 
comings of the poetacal District Attorney. Mr. Halb and Mr. Dana 
well merited the gratification of this triumph by their admirable man- 
agement of the defence. Mr. Halb's condudmg argument was a 
magnificent effi)rt of fdrencdc eloquence, worthy of Ebskinb himself, in 
the State Trials^ (not more important in their issues than these,) which 
have given him his historical immortality. 

Whether the efiTect of this defeat in t^eir strongest case will lead to 
the abandonment of the other proceedings, by the Government, has 
not yet evolved. It is very unUkely that a more favorable result can 
be expected in the other cases. In this, eleven of the Jury were for 
acquittal at the moment they were shut up, and the twelfth did not 
stand out long. Under these circumstances should the Government 
hold these indictments over the heads of men whom they cannot expect 
to convict, and subject them to all the expense and annoyance of 
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frepanlMii for irial, it mil be ft lii^i-banded and ontcageons prooeed- 
ing. Bat it would be in aoeordanoe with all its other acts in this 
dkeetion. 

The Oily Fathers distinguished Ihemselves on this oooasion. by tiie 
avidiiy with which they seized it to free themselyes from the sos^noion of 
haying taken a manly and honorable oonrse. In an early stage of the 
proceedings Riley, the Deputy Marshal, had applied to Ciiy Marshal 
Tnkey and the Mayor for assistance. None was fiimidied, as none 
could be lawfully demanded or employed, under the laws of the State. 
Whether this was done through a misunderstanding of the nature of 
ibe requisition, or fi»m a full understanding of it and of their du^s 
in the premises, we cannot say, but so it was. A controyersy Uxk 
place in the papers between these three fonctionaries, as to the readiness 
of the Mayor and Mamhal to yiolate the laws of the State for the oon- 
yenience of a Slayecatcher, the decision of which can be of no imagina- 
ble importance inasmuch as the only matter at issue was their req)ee- 
idye personal yeraeities. But the roar of Pro-Slayery rage which was 
reyerberated from Washington aad rolled through the streets of Boston, 
found the following expression in tike action of the Mayor and Alder- 
men : — 

** City of Boston. In Board of Aldermen, Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
1851. Whereas, this Board has learned with deep regret that the 
integrity of the laws and the dignity of the Oommonwealih and city haye 
been greatly impaired by the forcible rescue and abduetion of a pris^ 
oner from the haads of an officer oi the United States, who had him in 
legal custody ; therefore it is 

** Ordered, That the City Marshal, under the instructions of the 
Mayor, be directed, wheneyer he shall be properly informed by a public 
officer of the State, or the United States^ that there is danger that he 
shall be unlawfully obstructed in the performance of his official duties 
by a mob, and that he needs his assistance, immediately to repair to 
the place where it is apprehended said riot will be hiid, and there, 
faithfully and truly, with the whole police force under his control, use 
the same, in the most energetic manner possible, in support of the laws, 
and the maintenance of the public peace." 

This order was subsequently unanimously approyed of by the Com- 
mon Council in resolutions, which, further, cordially approyed of the 
Proclamation of the President and promised their earnest efforts to 
carry out its recommendations I This wsb the disgraceful attitude in 
which Boston was placed before the world by her constituted an* 
thoritaes ! % 

9 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18 

Tones lisve dttoged onee BosfcoB wm tliegiseaiid adninliQii of 
tiie iroM foft her hoioic lefliafamee to tynanj. Seventy jeazs ago die 
was a little town, in oomparison with her present dimenaons, yet die 
WDidd not sobmit to insoh from the eonstitoted anthoniies set ever her 
whm they were violating what she este^ned " a hi^ier kw/' and she 
defied the wfac^ ;^ysical fmce of the most powarfnl empire in the 
wofld, when it piesomed to invade her rights. Then she eonld stand 
against the wcMrld ; 

«« now liai she there 

And none so poor to do her reverence ! ** 

Now she is insoked and sfit npon, and takes it patiently, — not £rom 
a Christian spirit of endnranee of injories, bnt firom sheer eowardiee 
and ladk of manly e^^t. Her very servants moek her, and she thanks 
Hiem for it. Her political tyrants cover her with ignominy, and ehe 
Mis prostrate and blesses them for the benefaction. If the action of 
the City Government and the general tone of the press of the great par- 
tis are to be accepted as the expresaon of the state of mind of this dty, 
never were the members of a corporate body of a more mean and 
abject sfnrit than the citizens of Boston. The spirit of the time-serving 
corponitions of Engknd, which made haste to substitute the name of 
William of Orange for that of James 11., in their servile addresses, 
rise into magnanimity and elevation of soul, compared with theirs. 

Does Boston deserve this or not ? Do these sneaking time-servers 
fitly represent her, or do they not? We are afraid they do represent 
what the Friends might call " the Weight" of the city. That the 
wealth and boastful piety of Boston think they cannot be kicked 
too much, provided it be by the foot oi Slaveholders or their tools. 
But we draw this encouragement from it aU, that there must be a 
starong under-current of wholesome feeling setting in the opposite direc- 
tion, that makes Washington and Boston feel these demonstrations to 
be necessary. The more sensible of the Slave Senators evidently 
place no confidence in all the protestations of Northern men. They 
know that the public sentiment of the North is against the execution 
of the Fugitive Bill ; and they know, too, that what Mr. Hale said in 
that debate is confirmed by all history, and by none more than that of 
the Slaveholding States ; ** no law, when it has not the moral support 
of the people, whether in Massachusetts or in Louisiana, can be en- 
forced." Boston is degraded as low as servile prints and time-serving 
functionaries can thrust her; but there may yet be righteous men 
enough found in her to save her from final and utter Reprobation. 
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Thb Sims Oasjb. 



An opportunity was but too soon afforded to the City Government 
of Boston to prove the sincerity of its Slavecatching loyalty, — of 
which it availed itself eagerly. The month of April, 1851, will be 
ever memorable, or infamous, in the annals of the City as the date 
of the first return of a Fugitive Slave under the new law, from New 
England. On the night of Thursday, the third of that month, a col- 
ored man of the name of Thomas Sims, who had been an inhabitant 
of the city for three or four weeks, was arrested on a warrant issued by 
Commisswner Curtis. The arrest was made by two Police officers, 
by the direction of City Marshal Tukey. This work, of course, wag 
in no respect within the scope of their official duties, even if it did not 
come within the purview of the Latimer Law forbidding all State offi- 
cers from taking part in the arrest of a Slave. The defence which 
Marshal Tukey made of himself before the Committee raised by the 
Senate to inquire into the matter^ was, that he directed his officers to 
make the arrest under the instructions of the Mayor to preserve the 
peace of the city, the United States Marshals being such bunglers at 
their tarade that they could not catch their Slave without exciting a 
riot ! Sims defended himself and stabbed the officer somewhat severely, 
and would probably have made a more serious resistance had he known 
that he was arrested as a Slave. The pretence <^ the arrest was that 
he was making a disturbance in the street, and persons a^ing why he 
was in custody were told that it was for theft. Thus the very first 
steps in the process were marked by illegality and falsehood. He was, 
then taken to the Court House and kept under guard during the night, 
in the Grand Jury Room. The intelligence got abroad, however, and 
a strong excitement pervaded the city. Fears were entertained that 
the examination would be proceeded with forthwith and the certificate 
granted, without giving the prisoner the chance of a hearing, — a 
course which would be perfectly in accordance with the letter and the 
spirit of the Fugitive Law. For making an inquiry to this effect of 
Riley, one of the chief bloodhounds on this scent, the Hon. Samuel 
E. Sewall was given into custody by that dog in office and actually 
committed for a brief space to the watch-house I So supreme were 
the minions of the Slave Power for that season ! 

During the night Marshal Tukey had surrounded the Court House 
with a heavy chain, and put the whole Police force on duty to oontinue 
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and end the work lie had began the day before. The insolence of TuKxr 
and his myrmidons was beyond iaia^nation. They compelled the 
Judges of the Supreme Court to creep under the chain in their way to 
the Bench, and so loyal were those Magistrates to the dmnimst power 
that they submitted without a murmur. Chief Justice Wells of the 
Common Pleas instituted an inquiry into the cause of this obstruction, 
and would, perhaps, have taken meastores to abate the nuisance, had it 
not been for the submission of the Ugher Court. All the mercy he 
could obtain from the omnipotent Tuket was that the chldns should be 
. raised so that he could pass under them without stooping, and that 
persons wishing to attend his Court should have permis^on to do so I 
Notwithstanding this gracious consent of die Autocrat to the la¥rs of 
tiie land, many persons were turned back and prevented from attend- 
ing the Courts of Law. In the morning the examination took place 
before Commissioner Cu&tis, an obscure lawyer of the name of Seth 
J. Thomas acting as Counsel for the claimant. Charles G. Lobing^ 
Esq., a lawyer of the very first eminence, (who is believed to have 
refused more than one ofifer of a seat on the Supreme Bench,) and the 
Hon. EoBEBT Bantoul, Jr., volunteered their services and conducted 
the case of the prisoner, in connection with Mr. Sewall, with a most 
booorable zeal as well as with great skill and acumen. It was gen- 
erally believed, however^ that the insignificant individual who was 
found ready to disgrace an honorable {^ofession by prostituting himself 
U> the purposes of Slaveeatehing, had the advice and counsel, secretly, 
of some of the most eminent Whig counsellors, who were well content 
to assist at the beneficent work provided that their left hand knew not 
what their right hand did. 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the evidence that was produced to 
prove that Sims belonged not to himself, but to one James Potteb, of 
Georgia. It was enough to satisfy the Commissioner, and that was all 
tiiat was necessary to seal the fate of poor Sims. The Constitution- 
aliiy of the Fugitive Law was argued with great ability by Messrs. 
L0BIN6 and Bantoul ; but, of course, ruled to be sufficient by the 
Commissioner. Two attempts were made to bring the case by Habeas 
Corpus before the Supreme Court. The first was peremptorily and 
somewhat crustily refrised on the ground tha(t the State Courts had no 
jurisdiction in the premises. Did those learned judges mean to affirm 
that no law -can be passed by Congress of the constitutionality of which 
they will take notice ? Their predecessors had no difficulty in constru- 
ing the Constitution according to their views of its true intent, when 
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President Madison undertook to order the militia of MassacbuBetts to 
march out of the State during the war of 1812. Suppose Congress 
should pass a law inflicting fine and imprisonment on all persons deny* 
ing the doctrine of the Trinity^ and all the Unitarian ministers in Bos- 
ton i^ould be arrested under it, would the Supreme Court refuse them 
their Habeas Corpus*? And yet many jurists, some not less eminent 
than the Massachusetts judges, regard the law under which Sims is 
restrained of his liberty to be as grossly unconstitutional and void of 
legal obligation, as the case supposed, or any other supposable one. 
With all due deference to the Bench^ they beg the entire question 
when they assume an act of Congress operating upon a person within 
the peace of Massachusetts, to be constitutional. That is the very 
question to settle which the Writ is asked ; but ** inter arma leges 
silent,^ ^ as also, ** voluntas prindpis lex est,^^ When a Court of Jus- 
tice sits in fetters, surrounded by an armed body of men not amenable 
to it, and especially when the thing asked is plainly contrary to the 
will of the Prince of the land, the ancient and prescriptive safeguards 
of personal liberty must of course give way. 

Subsequently^ however, the Supreme Judges thought better of their 
action, and determined to hear cause shown for the granting of the 
writ. Accordingly, on Monday, the 7th, Messrs. R. H. Dana, Jr., 
and Bantoul, argued the point with great ability. Mr. Rantoul's 
argument was admitted, on all hands, to have been an effort of the 
very highest order. It was of no avail, however, for the application 
was unanimously refused. 

Another attempt was made to rescue Sims from the imminent peril in 
which he stood, by procuring a process against him for his assault on 
officer BuTMAN, at the time of his arrest. This movement-was anticipated 
by the United States Marshal, (Charles Devbns,) who obtained a war- 
rant from a United States Commissioner against him for this act, with 
the design of frustrating any attempt to obtain State process, without any 
intention of actually enforcing it. On Thursday morning an attempt 
was made to baffle this scheme, by an application to Judge Spragus 
for a Habeas Corpus, on the ground that the Marshal refiised to bring 
Sims before a Commissioner for trial, while he held a warrant against 
him. It need scarcely be said that the application was refused. The 
same evening the same application was made to Mr. Justice Woodbury 
and was granted, on the ground that it was a Writ of Common Bight. 
The hearing washed on Friday afternoon, the 11th, and the application 
was supported by the Hon. Charles Sumner and Mr. Sewall, and 
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redsted, on behalf of the Marshal, by Mr. BaKJAiON B. Ouetis, siiioe 
rewarded for this and other meritorions acts, to be successor to Judge 
WooDBUBY, and finally refused, chiefly on tedmical grounds. 

Before this decision of Judge Woodbubt^ the &te of poor Sims was 
sealed. On the morning of that same day Commissioner Cubtis pro- 
nounced his opinion overruling the objections to the Constitutionality 
of the law, and particularly to those raised as to his own competency, 
as a Commissioner, to exercise judicial functions, and declaring the 
claim to Sims sufficiently made out. He therefore signed the Certifi- 
cate which doomed that unhappy wretch to be consigned again to the 
• tender mercies of a master, of whose vindictiveness he had already had 
but too true a foretaste, in these proceedings for his recapture. Dur- 
ing the whole of this transaction, the greatest apprehensions seemed to 
be entertained of a forcible rescue. By the request of Mayor Bigblow, 
companies of the Boston Brigade, (thence appropriately styled the 
** Sims Brigade, ^^) were detailed every night to prevent such an out- 
break. And, of all places in the world, Faneuil Hall was selected for 
the bivouack of these shop-boys turned Slavecatchers ! The manner 
in which Sims was to be taken back, too, was kept a profound mystery, 
and various contradictory reports were spread for the purpose of dis- 
tracting any plans which might have been entertained for a forcible 
rescue. It is believed that the wish of the owner of Sims was that he 
should be carried in triumph through the Free States, as a proof that 
the Fugitive Slave Bill could be executed in New England. If this 
were so, the United States and City Marshals, and the other miscreants 
engaged in this dirty business, did not think such a course expedient. 
About five o'clock on Saturday morning, the victim of Bepublican 
Slavery was tak-en from his cell in the part of the Court House occu- 
pied by the United States, and marched in the most direct line posfflble 
to the Long Wharf, where the Acorn, a vessel fitly owned by JOHN 
H. PEARSON, of kidnapping memory, was moored. For an hour 
and a half earlier the body of Boston Slavecatchers were under drill. 
Sims was brought out by a guard detailed for the purpose, headed by 
Marshal Tukby, and placed in a hollow square of some three hundred 
policemen, armed with hangers furnished by the United States. Mayor 
Bigelow formed a part of the escort. The Sims Brigade were under 
arms at Faneuil Hall, in readiness against any hostile demonstration, 
and, it was said, were loudly indignant at the work being done without 
their active assistance. But as it was, they had to slink l>ehind their 
counters the next morning, robbed of the laurels of this campaign. 
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Only a small number, chiefly of the Vigilance Committee, who had 
been watching for what was to come to pass, through the night, were 
present as spectators. The silence of the stealthy march was unbroken, 
excepting by occasional cries of '* Shame " from the bystanders. Ar- 
rived at the vessel, Sims was carried on board. Just as he reached 
the deck, a voice cried aloud, ** Sims, preach Liberty to the Slaves ! " 
upon which he was conveyed below, the steam tug immediately got up 
her steam, and the Acorn was hurried down the harbor. And thus 
ended, as far as her magistracy is concerned, the most disgraceful 
scene in the history of Boston. 

During the progress of these infamous proceedings, there were not 
wanting acts and words of earnest protest against them. The Vigi- 
lance Committee were unwearied, night and day, in their consultations 
and their eflforts. No possibility of delay or deliverance escaped them. 
The skilf and devotion of his counsel we have recorded. On the day 
after the arrest, a public meeting was held on the Common, and ad- 
dressed with great power by Wendell Phillips. It adjourned to the 
Tremont Temple, for an evening session, and was addressed by Rev, 
Theodore Parker, Mr. List, and others. No little of the wholesome 
a^tation which prevailed the pext week should be attributed to these 
timely meetings. On Tuesday, the 9th, a Convention, previously 
called, was held in the same place, of all persons opposed to the Fugi- 
tive Slave Law. The hall was crowded to its utmost limit, and multi- 
tudes had to go away empty. The Hon. Horace Mann presided, and 
initiated the proceedings in an elaborate and eloquent speech. The 
Hon. Messrs. John Q-. Palfrey, Stephen C. Phillips, Anson Bur- 
lingame, John C. Park, Rodney French, and Henry Wilson, 
Messrs. C. M. Ellis, Remond, Higginson, and others, addressed the 
meeting with great effect. The resolutions, though not above Anti- 
Slavery criticism, inasmuch as they admitted, by implication, that a 
man might be " changed from a freeman into a Slave," by the " verdict 
of his peers," and by " due process of law," were, nevertheless, sig- 
nificantly emphatic, proceeding from the quarter they did. The two 
last resolutions could not have been bettered : — 

*' Resolved, That it is impossible to aid by word or deed, in remand- 
ing a Fugitive Slave to bondage, without aiding to rob him of an 
inalienable right, without participating in the act of holding him in 
Slavery, and thus, without smning against Christian light and against 
God. 

** Resolved, That the Act of Congress providing for the recapture 
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and reiom of penoos elaaned as Fugitive Skyes oo^ to be inmiedi- 
atelj and foreyer repealed." 

In the evening a distinct meeting was beld in the same place, which 
was very nnmraroaslj attended and addressed by Mr. Phiclips, Ifr. 
W. n. Chahhino, and several oUier g^itlemen. On Friday^ also, the 
day on which it was understood the decision of the Cmmnissicmer 
woold be given, there was a nnmeronsly attended meeting in the 
Temple, and on the&tal Satorday one was held in Washingtmian Hall, 
which was crowded, and addressed by Messrs. Oabrison, Phuxips, 
QuiNCT, and many others. On l^iat day the bells of the churches in 
Lynn, Waltham, Newton, Plymouth, and other places were tolled, as 
a mourning memorial of the glory that had departed from Massadiu- 
setts. Public meetings were held in Lynn, Chelsea, and in many 
other places, in which the atrocities we have but imperfectly sketched 
and tlieir perpetrators were denounced as they deserved. 

The Legislature being in session at this time, the subject was brought 
before ihe Senate by a petition of Sms, setting forth the circumstances 
of his case, th^ denal of his Habeas Corpus, See-, which was presented 
by Mr. Esrss, of Norfolk. This gave rise to an animated debate, 
but to no immediate result. On Wednesday, on motion of Mr. Bob- 
XNSON, of Essex, the following orders were passed : •— 

" Ordered, That Messrs. Robinson, Wood of Plymouth, Kuhn, 
KsTES and Obiswold, be a Committee to inquire whedier the freedom 
of any of the inhabitants of this Commonwealth ia endangered, through 
the remissness of any officers thereof, or if any officer has refrised or 
neglected to serve any process for the arrest of any person charged as 
a criminal, with power to send for persons and papers. 

** Ordered, That the same Committee inquire if any law for the 
security of personal liberty has recently been violated by officers of the 
city of Boston, or by officers of the (Commonwealth, pretending to act 
under tlie orders of the officers of sud city, with power to send for 
persons and papers." 

In pursuance of these orders, the Committee held numerous sesmons 
and examiQed many witnesses, among whom were Commissioner Cttbtis, 
Mayor Bigblow, Marshal Tukey, Sheriff Evbleth, Benjamin F. 
Hallett, ka. Notwithstanding the prevarications, evasions and inso- 
lence of some of these witnesses, a large amount of facts was elicited, 
the substance of which was embodied in a very clear and well written 
Beport, setting forth tl^e mapner in which the laws of the State had 
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he&n. violated by the Sheriff, his Deputy, the Mayor, City Marshal and 
his underlings, and concluding with the following draughts of laws, 
■ which, we regret to say failed of an enax3tment : — 

** MU to Punish Disobedience of the Laws by Public Officers. 

'* The prohibition of the 2d section of the Act further to protect 
Personal Liberty, passed March 24, 1843', shall be extended to all 
persons holding any office created or existing under any statute of this 
Commonwealth ; and eveiry aich person transgressing the prohibitions 
thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of $100, with costs of suit — to 
be recovered by indictment or information, or by action of debt on the 
part of any person authorized to sue for the same. 

** An Act Concerning Galling Out the Militia. 

*' During any session of the Legislature, or Executive Council, or 
whenever the Governor is in the city, the power of the Mayor of said 
city to call out the Militia is suspended, and vested in the Commander- 
in-Chief." 

These transactions could not fail to excite an intense interest, all 
over the country. At the North the servile presses, which rejoice in 
4)eing the echoes of the Slavedrivers, exulted over them, while the 
better sort of all parties condemned their form, if not their substance. 
At the South the Union Whig papers, which were desirous of making 
out as good a case as they could in favor of their Northern allies, were 
content to accept this action as a satisfactory fulfilment of the Law. 
But the more impartial among the Slavery Journals scouted the idea 
that the return of a Slave by military force and unusual methods, at a 
eost many times exceeding his value, was in any proper sense a satis- 
faction of the spirit of the Statute. The whole country rung with the 
discussion to which this outrage gave rise, and it cannot be but that 
many must have had their thoughts directed to this matter as they 
had never before been. The emphatic rebuke of England, too, came 
to our ears as soon as it could sweep over the Atlantic, and should 
have made them tingle, had there been any natural sensibility left in 
them. Deeply as we regret the fate of the miserable Sims, we cannot 
but believe that his hard case has been the means of sowing good seed 
in many hearts. Though his demoniacal master has refused to take 
twice his value, in order that he might wreak his vengeance upon him, 
(although he is endorsed as a pious man by the religious press !) we 
think his example will be felt among his fellow-Slaves. At the last 
accounts we had of him, after the iisual flogging, he was still kept in 
4 
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gaol, until he would consent to fidsify his conscience by ezpresang 
sorrow for his honorable act of escape. We have already heard of 
Henrt Long as a maker of mischief among Slaves. We cannot but 
hope that this conduct of Sims will spread the knowledge of useful 
truths among his fellows. ]VIay every reclaimed Fugitive be an Apostle 
of Liberty, teaching his companions in misery that there is a land 
where no Slave can breathe, pointing out the constellation which raina 
down the sweet influences of Freedom, and showing that those doctrines 
of equal rights with which the air is fulsome, are as much the birth- 
right of the black man as of the white. In this manner the Fugitive 
Slave Law may be the means of sending laborers into a vineyard that 
their masters wot not of, and of hastening a vintage that they look 
not for. 

Other Extraditions of Slaves. 

It is quite impossible for us to detail the Slave cases which have 
dishonored other potions of the country in anything like the detaU 
we have thought due to our own. The greatest part of these occurred, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, which, from its position bordering om 
Maryland, is necessarily the most exposed to these horrors. We have 
the less reasOn to regret tlie narrowness of our' limits on tins account, 
inasmuch as the last Annual Beport of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery 
Society, a document compiled with much care and characterized by 
great ability, contains a detailed account of them, |o which we refer 
our readers. It states that up to the time of the meeting of the Society^ 
October 7th, less than a year from the first arrest, twenty-six vic- 
tims have been delivered over to their tormentors, besides a consider- 
able number whom the swiftest of Judges and Commissioners could 
not help discharging for want of sufficient evidence of their condition. 
Perhaps the most shocking case, and the one that the most fully illus- 
trates the horrible possibilities of the Slave Law was that of Hannah 
Dellam, who was brought before Judge Kane in Philadelphia, on the 
10th of March. She was in that condition to which the Common Law 
extends its mercy even in the case of a murderess, so that the life of 
the innocent may not be taken with that of the guilty. Although a 
precedent was cited by her counsel, directly in point, this wicked 
Judge was as deaf to law as to humanity. He even prolonged the 
session of his Court late into the night in order to guard against the 
danger of a child being bom free in Pennsylvania instead of bemg 
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t)om a Slave in Maryland ! Such a wretch will be remembered by 
History only to be ranked with the judicial monsters whose names are 
ia stench in the nostrils of all posterity. 

Towards the close of August a colored man of the name of John 
BoLDiNG, was arrested in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., by Marshal Talit 
MADGE, as a Fugitive from labor in Columbia, S. C. He was a young 
tnan, recently married, supporting himself and his family reputably 
as a tailor. He was hurried to New York and his examination pro- 
ceeded with incontinently before Commissioner Nelson, one or tWo 
attempts to bring him before the State tribunals by Habeas Corptis 
Wing failed. Mr. George WoOd, the Father of the New York Bar> 
and the Attorney General of the Slavecatchers, ^appeared for the 
claimant, and Messrs. E. D. Culver and F. H. Upton for the pris- 
tjner. The defence mainly turned upon the question of race, it being 
maintained that he was of Indian descent, and so iiot lawfully a Slave. 
The trial lasted for five days and created a very strong interest, even 
In New York, by the peculiar hardships of the case. The Commis- 
isioner, however, decided against; him, and he was sent on to Columbia 
under charge of a posse of United States of&cers, at the head of whom 
was Major Todlmadge, the brother of the Marshal, unworthy sons of 
the gallant Major Tallmadge of the Revolutionary army, who little 
thought what disgraceful consequences would follow the success of that 
struggle, dishonoring alike his tjountry and his blood. 

So strong, however, was the interest excited by this case that the 
sum demanded by the agent of the owners, with enough added to cover 
all the expenses of recapture, was easily raised. But the agent de- 
tnanded that not a jot should be abated from his due pound of flesh, but 
that the captive should be first taken back to Columbia in triumph and 
^restored from thence. This insulting condition, though not without 
some reluctance, was submitted to. But it was with difficulty complied 
with, although the owners evinced a laudable desire to perform a con- 
tract by which they would be largely the gainers. On the Mrival of 
Bolding at Columtta, the authorities took the matter out of the hands 
of his owners, disregarding the favorite maxim of Slavery, that a man 
may do what he will with his own, shut him up in gaol, and forbid his 
being returned to New York. And it was only after a considerable 
time, and by means of a pretended sale out of the State, that he was at 
length circuitously restored to his home and his family. 

About the same time a man named Daniel Davis was arrested in 
Bujfl&lo, under circumstances of great cruelty on the part of the claim- 
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ant, who inflicted a blow which rendered die msH nearly insensible 
daring his examination. Notwithstanding all that could be done in 
his behalf, Commissioner Smith, a star of the first magnitude in the 
constellation where Inoraham, Curtis, MACALLisrkxB, and Nelson 
shine resplendent, with all alacrity signed the certificate which was the 
Death-Warrant of his liberty. While under this |Hrocess, Daniel was 
induced, doubtless by representations of the advatitage it would be to 
him on his return to Kentucky, looking upon his case as utterly hope-" 
less where he was, to write a letter expressive of his sorrow for having 
run away, and of his great desire to be restored to the blessings of 
the Patriarchal Institution. Great was the glee of the political and 
religious papers over this document, from which they inferred that 
Daniel was not only a noTan of unimpeachable taste, but of a rare 
intellectual development. Unfortunately, however^ for his perm^ient 
reputation lus case was brought before Judge Conelin, of the Second 
District of New York, at Auburn. After a full hearing, this Magis- 
trate discharged Davis on the ground, chiefly, that the law of 1860 
was not retrospective and that, Davis having escaped previous to its 
enactment, he could not be reclaimed under it. No sooner was he at 
liberty than he put himself under the protection of Queen Victoria^ 
with all despatch, leaving his reverend and honorable admu^rs in the 
lurch. 

Besides the numerous instances in which Slaves have been returned 
to their masters in diflferent parts of the country, and a few cases in which 
the persons claimed Were discharged for various reasons, the instances 
of kidnapping have been very iramerous, particularly from Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio. The multiplication of this crime is, doubtless, to be 
attributed chiefly to the vicious public sentiment generated or fostered 
by the immoral arguments of priests and politicians in defence of the 
Slavecatching law. There is, certainly, no just distinction to be made 
between the seizing and selling into Slavery a man bom free, and the 
seizing and returning to Slavery a man who has escaped from it. In 
the sight of Ood and of all good men, the acts #e morally identical. 
It is not, therefore, surprising that in the eyes of bad men the one should 
seem to be as innocent and proper a busineiss as the other. Kidnapping 
is as essential a consequence of the existence of Slavery in this countary, 
as the Foreign Slave trade is of Slavery in Brazil and Cuba. The latest 
case of this kind is the most horrible in its attendant circumstances. A 
shwt time since a colored girl, known to be free, was seized by Thomas 
MoCrsary of Elkton, Maryland^ and an assistant, in the house of 
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JosePH C. MiLLEB of West Nottingham township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Millsr and some of his neighbors pursned the 
kidnappers, and found the girl in Baltimore. A cha|ge of kidnapping 
%as made against McCbeabt, and while it was pending Mr. Miller 
and his friends proceeded homeward by the railway. When his party 
arrived at his home, it was found that he was missing. Search being 
made, his body was found hanging from a tree, under circumstances, 
which, apart from his excellent private character, forbid the hypotheas 
of suicide. It is believed, where the facts are best known, that he 
was decoyed out of the train and murdered, for the purpose of putting 
his testimony out of the case* Subsequently, Mc Creaky waa dis- 
charged, and the poor girl deliveted up to Slavery. Murder is, surely, 
a fit concomitant of kidnapping. The lesser crime may well be called 
in to help or to hide the greater. 

It is but just to record, however, that there has been one instance in 
which condign justice was dealt out to kidnappers in Philadelphia. 
Last March, George F. Albebti and James F. Price were tried for 
the crime of kidnapping a colored child and selling it into Slavery. 
They had decoyed the mother, who was claimed as the Slave of one 
Mitchell, of Maryland, and her child to Philadelphia, and thence 
carried them into hopeless Slavery. As there was no question as to 
the condition of the infant, it having been bom in Pennsylvania, the 
indictment was only for kidnapping him. They were convicted, with- 
out hesitation, and Alberti sentenced to ten years imprisonment, and 
Price to eight, in the Eastern Penitentiary. Mitchell, the Maryland 

, Slaveholder, for whose behoof this crime was committed, was indicted, 
and a requisition made upon the Gt)vernor of Maryland for his surren- 
der. But it was refused, though clearly a Constitutional demand, on 

, ttie ground that the issue of a Slave woman, wherever born, is subject 
to the laws of the State from which she had fled. This course of Gov. 
Lowe, of Maryland, has received the approbation of the Constitutional 
Convention of that State j which also appropriated ftmds for carrying 
the case before the Supreme Court of the United States. A movement 
has also been lately made in the Legislature of Maryland, to interfere 
in behalf of Alberti and Price. And detestable as is the guilt of 
those miscreants, and deserved as may be their punishment, we cannot 
regard them as sinners in any degree above the Judges, Commissioners, 
Marshals^ Mayors, Union Safety Committeemen, and all persons what- 
soever, that have had any part in the rendition of any Slave, under 
the law of 1850. 
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The Chbibtiana AvfaiK; 

The labors of the SlayecatchetSj however, in their vocatiou, Plough 
80 frequently saccessfnl, met with two signal and memorable defeats. 
On the 11th of September^ Edward Gorsuch, of Maryland, his soni 
DiCKESsoN GoRsucH, with a party of friends and a United Stated 
c^cer, named Kline, who bore the warrant of Conmnissioner Ingra* 
HAM, made their appearance in a neighborhood near Christiana, Lancas^ 
tor Connty, Penn^lvania, in porsnit of a Slave. They lay in wait for 
their prey near the honse of William Parker, a colored man. When 
discovered and challenged, they approached the house, and Gt)R8UCH 
demanded his Slave. It was denied that he was tiiere. High 
words ensued, and two shots were fired by the assailants at the house. 
The alarm was then given by blowing a horn, and the neighborhood 
roused. A party of colored men, from thirty to fifty strong, most of 
t^em armed in some way, were before long on the ground. Castnbb 
Hanway and Eluah Lewis, both white men and Friends, rode up 
before the engi^ment began and endeavored to prevent bloodshed by ^ 
persuading both parties to disperse peaceably. Kline, the Deputy 
Marshal, ordered them to join the posse, which they, of course, refused 
to do, but urged upon him the necessity of withdrawing his men 
for their own safety. This he finally did, as &r as he personally was 
concerned, when satisfied that there was actual danger of bloody re^ 
sistance. Gorsuch, however, and his party persisted in their attempt, 
and he and two of his party fired on the colored men, who returned 
the fire with deadly effect Gorsuch was killed on the spot, his son 
severely, though not mortally, wounded, and the rest of the party put 
to flight. The dead and wounded were cared for by the neighbors, - 
mostly Friends and Abolitionists. We are glad to be able to statd 
that the Slave, for the capture of whom tlus enterprise was undertaken, 
made his escape and reached a land of safety. 

It need not be said that the news of tlus adventure soon spread f&t 
and wide, and created an intense excitement. Judge Grier denounced 
the act from the Bench aa one of Treason. A party of marines were 
Ordered to the ground to keep the peace after the battle had been 
fought and won. United States Marshal Egberts, Commissioner In- 
GRAHAMj United States District Attorney AshmeaDj with a strong body 
of police, accompanied them, and kept the seat of war under a kind of 
martial law for several days. The country was scoured, houses rail- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE CHRISTIANA AFFAIR. 81 

gaoked, and about thirty arrests made. Among those arrested w^re 
Castner Hanway and Elijah Lewis, whose only crime had been 
endeavoring to prevent the effosion of blood. The prisoners were 
brought to Philadelphia, examined before a Commissioner, and com-* 
mitted on a charge of High Treason. At the next term of the District 
Court, under a charge from Judge Kane, the Grand Jury found in- 
dictments against all of them for this crime. This proceeding was of a 
startling character, and promised, whether it succeeded or failed, to be 
a most important era in our history. 

Let us look for a moment at the state of facts on which this charge 
of treason was to rest. .An officer of the United States, with a civil 
process, which gives him no authority to break open the doors of the 
humblest log-cabin in the country, attended by his posse, attempts to 
make a forcible entry into a house of which certain citizens had kwful 
possession. After being duly warned that he would be resisted if he 
broke in the door, (which was entirely a superfluous and gratuitous act 
on the part of those within,) he still persisting in the illegal attempt, the 
parties lawfully in possession of the premises fire upon his party, and 
kill and wound sundry of them. This is putting the case in the most 
lavorable light for the Government. For if the Slaveholder made the 
attack on his own responsibility, th^ act would be clearly a case of 
justifiable homicide, even if he had not fired first, which circumstance 
makes the return fire of the negroes a most unequivocal act of self-de- 
fence. But if the GoRSUCHES acted under direction of the Deputy 
Marshal, still, as they were doing an act which he was not legally com^ 
potent to do, they were none the less trespassers, and the as^ulted 
party had the legal right to resist. We remember the case of a mate, 
left in charge of a ship at Charleston, S. C, who shot a constable com* 
ing to arrest him for debt, and was ac<juitted on this ground. We 
take it to be well established that a man has a legal right to hinder 
persons attempting to make an unlawful entrance into his house, and, 
if it cannot be done without it, to kill them. And that this necessity 
existed in this cas^ will scarcely be denied by any one. 

For doing, then, what was no crime, but a perfectly lawful act, 
(supposing that there is any law for the class of persons attacked, and 
if there be not, their defence is perfect,) several colored men were held 
for the crime of Treason ! And as if this were not enough to make 
the Law Officers of the United States the laughing-stock or the abhor- 
rence of the civilized world, according as they fail or succeed, two 
peaceable white men. Friends, were put into the same copdemnatioi^, 
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isr mmflj nisaimg to aniBt in die udsvlbl sUack ! For Casoool 
Haxwat and Eluab Lkwu cane to tfce ^oi as peaee-Baken, for tiiB 
prpoae of diwHiading the Mniilintn froai sakiiig die atta^ and the 
Miiilfil froBi VBMtaaee. Haviiig, Eke truly brave men, dnu put 
die Mgd rea in die wa> of danger, diai tkej ng^ aaye die lives of 
oAen, di^ vere ordered to join die abnning paitj, wiiieki,.fike honw- 
Mb and joat men, di^ aeotned to do. For this erirae, as we kaTO 
said, tkese tvo eoongeoos Qoakers were eoanutted to gaol on aeharge 
of lerjing war against die United States ! And j^ we have the &ce 
to aimse tke Tctpe of Borne and the King of Naples for dieir proceeds 
ingi agunst dieir rebellkms sabjeets ! Thej, at least, have soffid^it 
gnnuids for dieir politieal tynumies. The State, as rqnreeented in 
their persons, has been most nnqnestioBal^ endangered. While here 
we haTe all their meanness and emehj without die exeose of their 
bodily foar. Who believes die United States to be in dai^er from 
fdiat hastened at Christiana ? If there eoold be a lower depth <^ in- 
fiuny than thai in^hieh this nation is now phmged, President FillnKno 
and his law menials at Philadelphia, seem to be diligently seeking it 
oat, that we mssy be throst neck and heels into it 

This demonstration, howerer, was not widioot its deep signifieanoe. 
It was, in effect, an open and public proclamation that the SlaYO 
Powor is the Supreme Authority in the land. It was eopivalent to 
the Beactkmary Proclamation of the Emperor of Austria by which he 
repealed the Constitodon of the Empire. It avowed diat what would 
be a venial oflfence, not exceeding manslangfater at die worst, if not an 
entirely justifiable act, if done to a dtisen of a Free State, on an (ndi- 
nary process, rises to the dignity of Treason when one of our Slaves 
holding lords and masters is the sufiferer. The arrest of Messrs. Hait^ 
WAT and LvwiB was a phun commencement of a system of Ternmsm, 
by which honest men were to be compelled to turn Slavecatchers or run 
the risk of being banged for Treason. It was the newest assault 
which Slaivery has made upon the laws which we have always been 
taught to regard as the only securities of our civil rights. Whether 
the ancient spirit which extorted those securities from the tyrants of 
former times, and which thought a seven years' war not too bug to main- 
tain them, still lives, remains to be seen. The Trial by Jury is the next 
stronghold that will be attacked in this Pro-Slaveiy assault. We 
waited to see whether there were virtue enough in Pennsylvania to 
maintain it, or whether that too, is to be made the supple tool of tyrants 
in the hands of a Democratic Jbffbkts or Sgbogos. It was to the 
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people, in fhat last festoess, that the eyes of ike loven of Lib^rtj wen 
turned, and firom their eonduct was the inference to he drawn, wh^elr 
there he a reonperatiYe force in our Institntions sufficient to save them, 
or whether we must he dragged down into the ahyss of i^raimy to be 
rescued only, in dne time, by another bloody Eeyolution. 

This grave question came to the poof at Philadelphia on the 24& 
of November. The trial of Castnbb Hanwat o«mmenced on that 
day before Judges G-rieb and Kaste, and continued for more than ten 
days. For the prosecution, besides Ihe District Attorney of the 
United States and two as^stants of the Philadelphia Bar, Attorney 
General Brent, of Maryland, and Mr. Cooper were detailed to assist 
on the behalf of that State. The prisoner was defended by Messrs. 
John M. Reed, Thaddeus Stevens, Joseph S. Lewis Mid Theoborb 
€uYLER. It is, of course, idle to attempt any detail <^ this most 
^portant State Trial. It soon became evident, after the evidence for 
the Gt)vemment had been entered upon, Ihat there was no case agamst 
the pnsoner- Attorney General Brent did his best, but he was no 
match for Mr. Bbbd, whose management of the defence was taruly 
masterly. Even Judge Grier saw that the indictment for ^Kfeason 
oould not be sustained with any show of law or decency. £Qs charge 
to the Jury was so plain on this point that they acquitted the prisoner 
within ten minutes after leaving their seats. The IHstriet Attorney 
then entered a NoUe Prosequi upon the other indictments for Treason. 
Most of the prisoners were then turned over to the State authorities to 
take their chance for aa indictment for murder. We have recently 
heard, however, that the Grand Jury for Lancaster County have 
ihrown out the bills, and that the men held have been discharged. 
Some of the prisoners, however, were held on the indictments for mis- 
demeancHT in assisting in the escape of the Slave. At this time, the 
Kev. Samuel Williams, a colored clergyman, b em trial fcHr having 
^ven notice of the intended attack of the Gx>rsuohss. We hope, 
however, that the institution of the Jury will still prove as efifectual a 
barrier against the desdgns ci our Slaveeatehing Government as it has 
done thus fiar in all the trials under the Furtive Act. It is the kat 
hope of Personal Liberty. 

Tw9 SEscmi^ 4T Syragusb. 

The excitement i]| t^e public mind which the Christiana Affidr had 
created had not yel pubaded when it was renewed by the intelligNiee 
5 
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of anodier successfdl rescue of a Slave/at Syracuse, more fortunate 
than the last, inasmuch as no lives were lost or serious injury inflicted' 
on l^e kidnappers. On the 1st of October a colored man was arrested 
in Syracuse, N. Y., claimed as the Slave of one McHbney, of Mis- 
souri, and brought before Commissioner Sabine for examination. As 
soon aa the news spread jhrough the city an intense excitement pre- 
vailed. It happeated that the County Agricultural Fair was holding 
on that day, as also a Convention of the Liberty Party, so that the 
city was unusually full. The bells of several churches were tolled 
and no other topic occupied men's thoughts or tongues. When the 
Commissioner adjourned for dinner a crowd of persons, colored and 
white, seized the Slave Jebbt and carried him off. This attempt, 
however, was not successful, the officers intercepting him and carrying 
him back to a place of security. The excitement was in no degree 
diminished by this disappointment, and the feeling seemed to be para- 
mount in the town that Jebbt should not be taken away as a Slave. 
The military companies were ordered out by the Sheriff; but, although 
a portion of them got under arms^ they all finally refused to act. 
When the examination was resumed at 5 o'clock, the Police Office, 
where it was held, was surrounded by an excited crowd, the noise and 
oonfusi(m of which, ad well as vollies of stones discharged through the 
windows, hindered the process of saving the Union that was going on 
within. At seven the Commissioner adjourned the hearing, but the 
crowd still remaiQed. The officers in charge of Jebby entrenched 
themselves as well as they could and even fired upon the besiegers, 
but without effect. This measure, of course, had no tendency to allay 
the excitement, and about nine a general assault was made, the result 
of which was that the office was carried, the doors broken down, the 
Fugitive rescued and forthwith put on his way to Freedom with all 
possible despatch. The Deputy Marshal, Fitoh, broke his arm in 
leaping from the window, and this was all the bodily haam that was 
done to any one in the accomplishment of this gallant rescue. 

This event was made more pointed, and, so to speak, more epi- 
gramatic, by the fact that not long before, Mr. Websteb, in a speech 
at Syracuse, alluding to what was said and done at the Meeting of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society there in May, declared that a Slave 
should be taken from Syracuse, yea, even from an Anti-Slavery Con- 
vention in Syracuse. It has been thought that this attempt was timed 
expressly, so as to occur at the time of the Convention of the Liberty 
Party, that so this prophecy might be fulfilled. But the result seems 
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to have shown that, in whatever particulars the modem Daniel may 
resemble him of old, the gift of prophecy is not one of them. Though 
orders came down &om Washington to spare no pains in bringing these 
offenders to justice, no arrests were made for a good many days. It 
was suggested that a wholesome regard for the impending State Election 
induced those charged with this duty, to hasten but slowly in their 
work. At last, however, Messrs. Stephen Porter, James Davis, 
William Thompson, Moses Summers, and possibly some others were 
arrested, and after examination before Judge Conoelin, at Auburn, 
were bound over for trial. The trial of one of these accused persons is 
now in progress, and we trust it will terminate as ingloriously for the 
United States as the previous attempts in the same direction. 

How far the Fugitive Slave Law has succeeded, or is likely to suc- 
ceed, in that beatific pacification of the mind of the country which it 
was promised it should produce, may be partly gathered from these 
imperfect sketches of a few of the attempts to enforce it. Those that 
succeeded, as well as those that failed, only served to alienate still 
more the Slaveholding and Non-Slaveholding divisions of the country 
from one another. The South are farther from being satisfied than they 
were before. The North has been made to see, as it never did before, 
the true relation in which it stands to its Southern Taskmaster. A 
little more such pacifying may lead to the only Compromise Measure 
that has any pacification in it, — the Separation of two incongruous 
political elements, the Dissolution of the Union which is no Union, 
and the division of the country into its natural relations by the severing 
of that artificial pressure from without which keeps in irritating contact 
eleihents that can never unite. 



Massachusetts. 

In our last Report we related the manner in which the Coalition 
between the Democratic and Free Soil parties had obtained possession 
of the State, and the commencement of the struggle for the election 
of Mr. Charles Sumner as the successor of Mr. Webster in the 
Senate of the United States. That struggle and 'Us eventual success, 
formed the entire history of that legislative year. As far as any legis- 
lation favorable to Liberty was concerned, the ascendency might as 
well have remained on the side of the Whigs. The caution and address 
which was thought necessary on the part of the Free Sellers, in order 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



» 



to Bbcmre die soeeev of Mr. SmxE'g deeCioD, b^DR it ma eftcled^ 
pmdjnd their Anli-SkTeij energies, md ifter it was done, tlieir 
lejoidngp orer it left tliem no tae fiv any action creditable to tiion- 
aehres or bonordble to the State. On tlie 24th ef April, Mr. SuimE 
mm eketed by precisely the mmiber of Totee neceEsuy for a dioioe,. 
by tibe Hoose of B ep res e nt a tives, — he haying p r e vio ua ly leeeired die 
Tote of the Senate. We certainly h<^ diat the course of Mr. Smann 
intibe Senate will be such as to show that his election was worUi all 
thai was done, and all that was left nnd<»e, to eflfect it He is able 
and we beliere willing to do a great woik in that oon^piciions station, 
if he be not impeded said shackled by tlra necessary ineo^raitaes of 
his pontion. That this may be the case, we are compelled to appre- 
hend from the tenns of his lett^ of acceptance, of which the following 
isapassage: — 



^ I accept it as the serrant of the Union, bound to study and main- 
tain, with equal pabriotac care, the interests of all parts of our country — • 
to discountenance eyery efiR>rt to loosen any of those ties by which 
onr fellowship of States is held in firatemal company, and to oppose all 
secHonaliim, whether it appear in nnconstitational effi)rt8 by the North 
to carry so great a boon into tiie Slare States, or m nnconstitational 
eflbrts \ij the Soutii, aided by Northern allies, to cany the iectionaX 
evil of Slavery into ihe Free States — or in whatsoever efiS)rt8 it may 
make to extend the sectional domination of Slavery over the National 
(Jovemment. With me the * Union' is twice blessed — first, as the 
powerfol goardian of the repose and happiness of thirty-one sovereign 
States claA>ed by the endearing name of Country, and next, as the 
model and beginning of that all-embracing federation of StateB,»by 
. which Unity, Feace and Concord will finally be organized among the 
Nations ; nor do I believe it possible, whatever may be the delusion 
of the hour, that any part thereof can be permanently lost from ite 
well-compacted bulk. ^ Pluribug Unum is stamped upon the Na- 
tional com, the National territory, and the Natioim heart. Though 
composed of many parts, united into one, the Union is separable oidy 
by a crash which shall destroy the whole." 



This letter of Mr. Sumnbr but too plainly expresses the position of 
the party to which fie belongs, and indicates its intrinsic weakness. It 
undertakes to work with instrumentalities for ends which are mutually 
destructive of each other. Eflfectual Anti-Slavery action is impossible 
under the Constitution, because the Constitution, if earned out in its 
Spirit, would kill the Anti-Slavery action, and the Anti-Slavery action. 
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if pttshed to lis ultimato results, would destroy the Constitution. We 
respect and honor many members of the Free Soil party, and do faQ 
justice to the sincerity of their zeal and of l^eir convictions. But we 
think they never do more effectual work for the Slave than when they 
are engaged with us in agitating the general mind, irrespective of elec- 
tions, against wicked laws, or assisting us in obstructing their execu- 
tion. But on these occasions, and always, we wish the distinction be- 
tween us and them to be made clear. We believe that we have never 
claimed them as a part, though we have always recognized them as a 
consequence, of our movement. We are as willing as they are desirous 
that there should be no possibility of mistaking the one (or the other. 
We believe we have not been wanting on our part in making the lines 
of demarcation as broad and obvious as we knew how. They on their 
dde have shown no wish to be mixed up with us. We hope they wiQ 
make t^eir doctrine and discipline so clear as to leave their enemies no 
occasion of turning our thunder against them. We cannot promise 
them success, indeed. As long as they choose to molest the peace and 
quiet of the nation, however guardedly and constitutionally, they must 
expect to have those epithets bestowed upon them which we flatter our- 
selves we have deserved and made respectable. Any malignancy will 
be sure to be christened by the name of Disunion. They must be very 
cautious indeed if they do not provoke their enemies to give them 
that ill name. This has been the chief weapon of the warfare upon 
Mr. SuMNSB. The affirmation, or the inference, that he is a Disun- 
ionist has been the moving power of the machinery that has been 
brought to bear upon him. The Commonwealth did us the justice to 
say that we have never claimed him as one of ourselves. It says, 
** Everybody knows that they (the Disunion Abolitionists) esteem Mr. 
Sumner and his political friends, though honest and well principled, as 
vastly deficient in the essentials of Anti-Slavery opposition — and why ? 
Because they wiU stick to the Law, and the Constitution, and the 
Uhion,^^ That is precisely tlie difference. We attack Slavery whei^ 
ever we find it — in the Capitol or in the Church — whether entrench- 
ed behind Constitutions or Communion tables. They would limit its 
jurisdiction within the boundaries bdd down by the Constitution. We 
propose to ourselves utterly to exorcise the wicked spirit, and send him 
howling back to the bottomless pit. They, if we do not misunderstand 
them, have no public quarrel with him, provided he keep himself 
within the parchment circle described by the necromancers of 1787. 
The distinction between the American Anti-Slavery Society and the 
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Free Soil party, we conceive to be this : — The first recognize no right 
of the master to his Slave anywhere, either on the plantation or after 
he has escaped to the North, and consequently deny the validity of any 
Constitution, or law under it, securing either his original property in 
the Slave, or his right of recovering him, after escape. The latter does 
not deny the Constitutional obligations to protect the master in his 
Slave-property and to provide for its restoration, if it have flown away ; 
but insists that it shall be done decently and in order and with such 
prudent care as shall guard against any mistake. The Free Soilers 
have never affirmed, that we know of, that the Slavehunters should 
not have their pound of flesh, provided it was carved out exactly, nor 
less nor more, according to law. The Abolitionists deny the valid- 
ity of the law ah initio, and maintain that no circumstances can 
be imagined in which it would be less a crime than now. The quarrel 
of the Free Soilers with the Fugitive Law is not, we take it, with 
its principle, but with its details. We suppose that a law could be 
devised, had they the framing of it, which they would be willing 
'should be enforced. If they do not mean this, we do not understand 
what they mean by their professed intention of sticking *^ to the Law, 
the Constitution, and the Union." It is not their avowed ground, that 
a law is not to be passed and obeyed, which shall provide for the 
restoration of fugitive Slaves ; but that this specific law is vicious be- 
cause it endangers those who are not fugitive Slaves, — that there is 
not sufficient care taken to protect the really free. Now we think it 
no worse to enslave a free man, whether white or black, than to hold a 
negro Slave originally, and no worse to make a mistake, real or pre- 
tended, in the identity of the man claimed, than it is to send him back 
upon the most irrefragable evidence of his former condition. Their 
objection to the Law is that it may make a Free Man a Slave ; ours is 
that it makes a Man a Slave, and it is all the stronger in the case of 
one who has rescued himself from that horrible pit. 

For our own part, we have no particular desire to see the present 
law repealed or modified. If Slaves are to be recaptured and carried 
back, the worse the law is that regulates it the better we like it. What 
we preach is, not Kepeal, not Modification, but Disobedience. We are 
content with the existing law, provided we can persuade the people not 
t» suflfer it t» be executed. We think it much better than one which 
should avoid the common objections to it. If the liberty of any m^ is 
to be endangered by Constitutional legislation, in God's name let it be 
the free and not the Slave ! The free man has had at least a portion 
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of his good things in this life, and his chance of deliverance or of escape 
is comparatively good. But what hope is there for the flying wretch 
who is seized and delivered again to his tormentors ? We had as lief 
see the richest merchant in New York, (especially if he signed the 
Slavecatching Call,) or the most devout Doctor in Divinity, (especially 
if he had baptised and blessed the Bill of Abominations,) we had as 
lief see either of them made Slaves of as the humblest negro that has 
escaped from his prison-house. His former condition is no reason what- 
ever for his being returned to it, against his will, but the strongest 
possible why he should not be. If we are to have a Slavecatching law, 
it cannot be too bad a one. The worse it is the better the hope that 
its execution will be evaded. God save us and the fugitive Slave from 
a law which will content the North ! That will be indeed the inven- 
tion of the devil, whether he take the shape of Free Soil or of Slavery. 
Give us a law so flagrant in its wickedness that no mental sight can be so 
dull as not to perceive it ! So imperfect in its details as to make every 
man tremble for his own safety and that of his children ! Our hope in 
the Free Soil party, is, that its action will always be better than its 
professions, — that its heart will be truer than its logic. 

But to return to the doings of the Legislature. We have already stated 
that the excellent laws proposed by Mr. Robinson, in consequence of 
the Sims outrages, came to nothing. The same fate attended an admir- 
able Bill, introduced by bs admirable a Eeport, proposed by the Hon. 
Joseph T. Buc^ngham, for the further protection of personal liberty. 
This bill forbade the volunteer militia taking any part in the arrest or 
detention of a fugitive Slave ; made it the duty of the District Attorney 
of any district in which an arrest was made, to act as the counsel of the 
person arrested ; provided for the punishment of any person assisting 
in the removal of any person, not a Slave, or coming into the State for 
that purpose, by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, and im- 
prisonment in the State Prison for not more than ten years ; it made it 
the legal presumption that no person dwelling within the Common- 
wealth was a Slave, and threw the burden of proof on the claimant or 
his agent ; it enlarged the range of the present law of Habeas Corpus, 
authorizing any Judge or Justice of the Peace to issue the warrant 
returnable before any Judge of the Supreme Court or the Common 
Pleas^ it authorized any constable of a town to serve the writ ; it re- 
quired the Judge before whom the writ was returnable, to grant a jury 
trial to the party accused of being a Slave, if he did not discharge him 
on the hearing, upon his recognizance, with sureties, in a sum not ex- 
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eeeding a thousand ddlars, to prosecute the same, — the vmlict of the 
jury to be concluaye as to the points at issne ; and, finally, it provided 
tiiat all expenses whatsoever, incurred by any person obtaining his 
Habeas Corpus under tiiis law, should be paid by the Connnon- 
weahh. 

It was disgraoeM to the Legislature that it should have suffered this 
admirably contrived law to fall to the ground. But this it did. And 
the relief which it was hoped a Legislature claiming a Beforming char- 
acter would have extended to the colored children of* Boston, now, 
many of them, virtually denied the blessings of education, or allowed 
to enjoy them under great disadvantages, through the unchristian and 
inhuman prejudice of the School Committee, adjudicated into law by the 
Supreme Court of the State, also was denied. As the present Le^ature 
is composed of the same elements, each boasting of a progresdve and re- 
forming tendency, and each vieing with the other in their professions of 
love of equal rights and impartial liberty, and as it is undistracted with 
the disturbing force of Senator^naking^ we most earnestly trust that it 
will not suffer another year to pass without providing this necessary safe- 
guard to Personal Liberty, and freeing the State from the last vestige 
of legalized prejudice of color within its b(»rders. As to the first, we 
fervently hope that the action <^ our legislators will place Massachusetts 
in as creditable an attitude as is consistent with the recognition of 
Slavecatching under any circumstances, as a political duty. If they 
must needs acknowledge that they are bound to pay a tribute of the 
fiesh nearest other men's hearts to the Southern Shylock, let them at 
least see to it that he gets no more than his just pound, as allowed by 
the law and awarded by the Court, 



George Thompson. 

The last year will be a memorable one to all interested in the Anti- 
Slavery Movement, whether as friends or foes, as being marked by the 
labors of this indefatigable and eloquent friend ci the Slave. For 
more than four months after the last Anniversary of this Society, Ifr. 
Thompson was incessant and most effeolivo in his Anti-Slavery kbcmi. 
Befiddes many Meetings which he held, <« attended, in this State, he 
addressed great audiences in Maine, Rhode Island, New York, and 
Pennsylvania. In all these cases, with a gingle exception, he was 
received lespeotfolly and heard gladly. The exception was in Ae 
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town of Springfield in this State. A Convention ha^ been appointed 
4» be held in that place on the evening of February 17th, to continue 
through the next day. But Springfield being a stronghold of Webster 
Whiggery, it was thought to be a suitable place for a patriotic demon- 
stration. Accordingly, for some days, previously, the proper machinery 
was set at work to excite the rabble to an assault upon Mr. Thompson. 
The respectable papers and people, to be sure, did it under the dis- 
guise of disapproving of any such demonstration ; but with pregnant 
intimations that it was no more than was to be expected, not to say 
deserved. On Sunday, the day previous, effigies of Mr. Thompson 
and his venerable relative, Mr. John Bull, were hung from triaes in 
the Court Square for the edification of the citizens on their way to 
public worship. During the night handbills of the most ferocious 
and bloody description were posted over the town, containing most 
atrocious appeals to the worst passions of the Americans, and, espe- 
cially of the Irish, calling upon them, of all men in the world, to come 
out and put down Mr. Thompson as an enemy of their race ! Upon 
his arrival in town a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Homek Foot, 
Chakles Stearns, and a Mr. Smith, Editor of a Democratic paper, 
waited upon him, not with assurances of protection in his rights and 
the mainteuance of the hospitality of their town on the part of the 
well-disposed portion of the inhabitants, but to entreat him to depart 
from their borders and save them from the molestation of a mob to 
suppress him. This courteous invitation Mr. Thompson thought fit to 
decline. In consequence of the excitement, the proprietors of Hampden 
Hall, the place fixed upon for the Meeting, refused to permit it to be 
used, so no session could he held on Monday evening. During the 
evening there was a riotous assemblage about the Hotel where Mr. 
Thompson and his friends lodged, but their demonstrations were chiefly 
confined to vociferous denunciations of him and John Bull. The next 
morning a small hall was procured, which was immediately crowded to 
overflowing. The meeting was organized by the election of Mr. Elmer 
as Chairman, and opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Osooon. 
Speeches were made by Mr. Thompson, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Quinoy, 
and Judge Morbis. Mr. Thompson was received in the most enthu- 
thiastic manner and tumultuously cheered throughout. In the after- 
noon the proprietors of the Free Church opened their doors to the 
Convention, and the spacious room was filled at once and entirely. 
Mr. Quinoy spoke first at some length and was followed by Mr. Phil- 
lips, who made a speech of gr^at power and effect. When Mr. 
6 
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TaokPSON entered, wlikh was not until the meeling bad proeeeded ^ 
0ome time, he w&s received with long continued cheerii^, which fre- 
quently interrupted the splendid philippic which he proceeded to pour 
forth. Asja specimen of crushing sarcasm, biting sadre and over- 
whelming invective, we doubt whether its eqdal was ever heard in thi» 
oonntrf . The mimner in yAaxah. he dealt with the Selectmen of Spring- 
field, the Lymih Committee, and especially the Eepublican, the Web- 
stero^Admiuno-Whig paper, which had been busy in creating the dis- 
tmrbance, filling itself with lies about him, and then writing Yum, in 
the interval of the 'meeting, an impertinent letter of inquiry dbout 
something he had said in his morning's speech, was transcendantly 
maaterly. He carried his audience along with him in a surprising 
manner, and i^e meeting closed most triumphantly. So the result of 
all the machinations of Webster Whigdom that he should not speak in 
Springfield was> that the town was stirred up as it never was before, 
and heard an amount of truth about itself and the nation that it would 
have esciqped had the meeting gone off as it was supposed it woiuld> 
when it waa arranged. 

In the evening the noisy demonstrations of the night before were 
renewed. The mob paraded with drums beating and fifes playing, and 
burnt in effigy either Mr. Thompson, or his parent, Mr. Bull, undw 
the windows of his private parlor ; the walls of the house, also, were 
pelted with eggs and mud, and three or four stones g[ reiq)ectable 
dimensions thrown throu^ his windows. These, properly labelled, 
together with a copy of the infamous handbill, Mr. Thompson placed 
among his treasures as curiosities illustrative of American Institutions. 
During this evening, ad well as previously, he was visited by many 
Abolitionists from distant towns, and by many of the citizens of ^ 
town, who expressed a strong sense of the discredit their doings had 
brought upon them. A very little effi>rt on the part of the magistrates 
or well-disposed citizens would have been sufficient to have suppressed 
1^ disturbance and punished the ringleaders. But the leading influ- 
ences of the tovm were on the side of the rioters, and in such a case it 
is seldom that anything effectual is attempted. In ^seaking of the 
Selectmen, we should except Mr. Bannon, the son of an old United 
Irishman, of the school of 1798, who protested against the inaction of 
the majority. At a late hour the rioters dispersed, without doing any 
very serious damage, except to themselves and to the character of the 
toijra. The next day Mr. Thompson proceeded to the State of New 
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YoAy Hirongh whidb^ in spite of vinilent attempfs to excite popular 
violence against bim, his course was a continual triumpli. 

After Mr. Thompson had completed his successful career in New 
York, he visited Canada, and did much to excite an interest in the 
American Anti-Slavery cause there. Subsequently he visited Penn- 
sylvania, and held a most succ^sslul Meeting in Westchester and 
another in Norristown. After his return to Boston, preparatory to his 
departure for Europe, the New England Convention instructed die 
Managers of this Society to make arrangements for a parting Festival, 
where he could meet a porti(»i of his Mends far the last time. In 
conq>liance with this request we procured the Assembly Hall, the 
largest in the city, and employed Mr. Joshua B. Smith to provide 
the Entertainment. At eight o'clock, when the officers and invited 
guests entered the Hall, every seat, (more than a thousand in number,) 
was filled. Mr. Thompson was greeted on his entrance, and when he 
took his place on the platform, with the most enthusiastic dieers. The 
scene was an exceedingly beautiful and impressive one. The great 
assembly, half of which was made up of women, the weU spread 
tables, the brilliant light, the universal cheerfulness and pleasure which 
was obvious upon every countenance, made up an uncommonly fine 
picture. After the President had briefly stated tiie purpose of the 
Meeting and the auspices under which it was held, concluding with the 
health of our guest, which was internq)ted and welcomed with the 
most Irapturous cheers and plaudits, Mr. Garrison read a well-wr^n 
and well-considered Address to Mr. Thompson, on behalf of t3» Aboi- 
Utiomsts of America. 

After Mr. Garrison had ccmcluded his Address, Mr. Thompsok 
rose, and again cheer followed cheer, and it seemed as if they m>\M 
never cease sufficiently to allow him to be heard. Me was e^deoitiy 
much affected by the tone of the Address and by the feding mamfested 
towards him by the auditory, and as soon as he was permitted /to go xm, 
spoke for more than an hour and a half, frequently interrupted by Vootf* 
erous applause. Mr. Wendell Phillips, Mr. Kemond, Hon. Edward 
L. Keyes of the Senate, the Bev. Theodore Parker, the Hon. Bod- 
NBY French, and Mr. J. N. Buppum, and perhaps one or two otiiers, 
spcke with great effect in the very best of their respective styles. Sev- 
eral other distinguished gentlemen were present, who could not be 
called upon from want of time. The party remained together almost 
entirely unbroken until the close, at a late hour. It was an occasion 
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jasdj gratifymg to Mr. Thompson and to all his friends, and formed s 
fit contrast to his first greeting in Faneoil Hall. 

On Wednesday, Jnne 25th, Mr. Thompson sailed for England, in 
the America, after a vifflt of about eight months. T\ub visit having 
now passed into the domain of history, we are eompetent to look at it 
with impartial eyes, to decide npon its expediency and to estimate its 
results. This visit has been long anticipated, both by those who knew 
him and his services to the cause fifteen years ago, and by those who 
knew him only by the hearing of the ear, having been bom into the 
Anti-Slavery (}ospel since those apostolic days. It has been looked 
forward to for years as one of those fortunate events which were rather 
to be desired than hoped for. His own implication in the politics d 
England^ on the one hand, and the doubt whether the bitter hatred 
which drove him from ike country in 1885 had sufficiently subsided to 
make his return to it safe, on the other, seemed to remove the proba- 
^ bility of his long promised visit to an indefinite future. And even 
when the news arrived that he was actually embarked and on his way 
across the ocean, there were doubts in many sagacious minds whether 
the state of the public mind^ agitated as it was by the breath of political 
schemers, and shaking with a pretended apprehension of the downfaH 
of the institutions of the country, under the blows dealt to them by the 
Abolitionists, would tolerate the reproach of his presence and the 
rebuke of his^ lips. The result has most satisfactorily disappointed all 
such doubts, and has justified the prudent wisdom of the experi- 
ment. 

The immediate and direct efifects of Mr. Thompson's missionary 
efiSnrts have been purely and entirely beneficial. The celebrity which 
both friends and enemies had combined in attaching to his name ex- 
dted, far and wide, an unprecedented curiosity to see and to hear him. 
The insult with which he was met upon the threshold of the country, 
in Faneuil Hall, countenanced and sanctioned by the presence and the 
rilence of the Mayor and Chief of Police, but stimulated this curiosity, 
and, by the eternal laws of mind, aroused an antagonistic spirit which 
determined he should have a hearing and fair play. Accordingly, his 
reception at Worcester and at Lynn was characterized by the utmost 
warmth and enthusiasm — which indeed marked his treatment with 
scarce an exception from the begiiming of his course to the end. Even 
at Springfield, where the fire of Webster-whig patriotism blazed out in 
burnt ofierings of tar-barrels and of efligies, and where the united 
forces of Church and State were brought to play upon the wires which 
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set mobs in motion, he was heard in two crowded assemblies^ and 
uttered words which have not yet ceased to make the ears that heard 
Ihem^ and that heard of them, to tangle. Wherever he has been, he 
has re-enforced and enlivened the Anti-Slavery spirit where it previ- 
ously existed^ and aroused and excited it where it had hitherto lain 
dormant. It was somewhat like his labors in the infancy of the Cause, 
when he set forth the first principles upon which it rests, only with the 
advantage of the preparation which fifteen years of continuous effort 
of the Abolitionists had wrought in the general mind. His mission 
was, chiefly, one of elementary, rudimental Anti-Slavery doctrine^ 
illustrated and enforced by the examples and history of recent date. 
Thus, much seed must have been sown in new minds, heretofore un- 
ploughed or fallow, which will yet bring forth fruit thirty, fifty, or a 
hundred fold, according to the native fertility of the soil. 

The tour of Mr. Thompson has, moreover, been a test or measure of 
the degree of change which the agitation of the Slavery question has 
worked in the Northern mind. It has tested whether or not our labors 
have been in vsdn, and has shown that the Anti-Slavery Movement has 
done what it set out to do in kind, and vastly more than it hoped to do 
in degree, when it set out. His presence was an electrometer of this 
sort, when he was here before, and it showed that the state of the 
moral atmosphere was so heavy and fetid with Pro-Slavery vapors that 
he could not breathe it in safety. Its continual agitation and disturb- 
ance by the persistency of the Abolitionists has in some degree defc 
cated and purified it, as was shown by the fact that he went whither he 
would, in the Free States, even into Philadelphia and Pennsylvania, 
and there was none to molest him or make him afraid. Fifteen years 
ago he was in hiding for weeks before an opportunity could be found 
to smuggle him into the British Provinces like a bale of contraband 
goods. Now, he was publicly entertained in the largest hall in Boston 
by twelve hundred people, on the occasion of his departure, and sailed 
publicly in one of the Eoyal Steamers for his native country. And all 
this in the teeth of a press as malignant, as vile, as unscrupulous and 
as bloody as ihat which excited the former persecution against him. 
Verily, tiie work of the Abolitionists, however feebly and imperfectly 
it may have been done, has not been entirely in vain. We have not 
spent our strength altogether for nought. 

Mr. Thompson's visit has also been of signal value, apart from its 
direct influence upon the Anti-Slavery Cause, by the vindication it has 
proved of the natural right of rebuke, when any national wickedness is 
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fimed v^oii u^ mind, withoot r^^ to die geognqdneal poiatof die 
Inrdi of its poneseor. This natioa, idueh fUDfenes to be die leader of 
MiaBioiiaij Enterprizes — Enterprises that rest on die aasamptioii of 
the light aad die oorrelatiTe doty of interfering widi and destroying, it 
Baj be, the diMnestic institnticms oi other countries — which brays forth 
from IbnuD, pidpit, legislatiye hall and printing-offiee, its words of de- 
Bonciation against the politics of die Old World, and bids them stand 
fiuiher ofi^ for she is holier than diey — this moat egregioas pec^ 
undertook to say that a foreigner had no right to express his opinion of 
their institutions, — to exhort diem to cease to do evil and learn to do 
well ! Mr. Thompson has well maintained his right as a human Ixmig 
to utter his own thoughts and to put fordi his nM«ml power for the re- 
moval of what he perceives to be evil in die institulMms of any part 
of the world whatever, but especially oi that whi^ makes Freedom 
of Speech a part of its Constitutions of Government. And such a 
change has been woi^ed in the hearts and minds of that pordcm of the 
peopk of America where he has been, that this ri^ has been folly 
sustained. This right of international testimony^ oi the rebuke of 
national sins by foreigners, whether uttered in the midst of the guilty 
nation by the lips, or borne to them on the wings of the press, is the 
mightiest instrument for the regeneration and progress of Society. The 
Public Opinion of Christendom is the true Law of Nations. And it is 
the pense of this truth that makes tyrants, whether they wield scep- 
tres or cart-whips, whether they sit on thrones or on cotton-bags, tremr 
ble when its sentence of condemnation is thundered in their ears. It is 
the voioe that foretells their downfall. It is the murmur that runs 
before the storm. 

Sir Hbnry Bulwer, the Slave-sycophantic envoy of Great Britain 
at Washington, intimated in some table-speech, soon after Mr. Thomp- 
son had been howled down in Boston, that no American undertaking 
to interfere with the affairs of Great Britain, would &re better there. 
Suppose it were so, it would alter in no degree the question of the not- 
wral right of such moral interference there and everywhere ; and still 
less that of the OanstittUional right of every man to Freedom of 
Speech in this country. But the fact is not so. During the 'height of 
the Com Law Agitation, Mr. John Curtis, of Ohio, was actively en- 
gaged in promoting that great change in the condition of England. A 
change which, it was believed by them, would work as terrible ruin to 
the dominant landed aristocracy of Great Britain, as it is assumed 
Emancipation would to our oligarchy resting on ownership of human 
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beings, here. In the height of the excitement which rent Scotland in 
twain, when the Secession of the Free Church occurred, Frederick 
Douglass and Henry C. Wright and James N. Bupfum were allowed 
unlimited .liberty of rebuke^ when they went up and down the land de- 
iK)imc]ng the Free Church for acoeptmg the gifts of menstealers without 
testifying against their guilt, and crying aloud and sparing not, '' Send 
BACK THE Money ! " We are confident that an American could trarel 
j&om end to end of the British islands preaching Eepublicanism, as 
long as he looked to no forcible Bevolution, and as long as no such 
danger was impending. At the time of a Tenth of April, or a Cab- 
bage-garden Insurrection, indeed, an American would, of course, not 
be exempt from the operation of the laws to which all British sub- 
jects were amenable. And of this no reasonable complaint could be 
made. But here there are no laws limiting moral agitation, and that 
portion of the American people which permitted Mr. Thompson to 
speak what he pleased, deserves no more credit than the English do 
for their loyalty to the Queen, or any other nation for their fidelity 
to their recognized institutions. 

The visit of Mr. Thompson will form a rememberable era in the 
lives of multitudes of persons. Great numbers will date their Anti- 
Slavery lives from that event. Very many will cherish among the 
choicest memories of their lives, the cheerfal and brilliant hours 
they enjoyed with him. They are days, though too few, that will re- 
main marked with a white stone, as long as life endures. His many 
personal friends and his multitudinous admirers cordially wished him 
Gk)od-epeed on his return to his native land, and will be ready to give 
him as warm and as enthusiastic a welcome should he ever find a way 
open to lead him back to abide among them, They feel that in the 
multitude of public and private considerations that must, and should, 
enter into the settlement of so grave a question as a change of country, 
the earnest wishes of personal friendship or of public admiration ca^ 
have but little weight. Satisfied that this question will be wisely con- 
. s^ered and wisely made, we shall await its decision with patience, 
though not without anxiety, — confident that, be it what it may, whether 
it retain George Thompson as a faithfrd son of England, or give him 
a son as faithful by adoption, to America, he will ever be found on the 
side of the Weak against the Strong, of the Oppressed against the 
Oppessor, of the Slave against the Tyrant, without limitation of lati- 
tudes and without regard to the landmarks which I^ations have set up 
for the separation and subjugation of Mankind. 
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The return of Mr. Thompson to England had the necessary effect of 
reviving and strengthening the Anti-Slavery spirit of the nation. At 
ihe nomerous meetings he held soon after his arrival witii his con- 
stituents of the Tower Hamlets, in the various quarters of that great 
Borough, his speeches were essentially Anti-Slavery speeches, and of a 
character to instruct and arouse his hearers to a just sense of the 
horrors of Slaveiy. We are happy to believe that his explanation of 
the causes which induced him to remain so long in this country were 
accepted as more than satisfactory by nearly all of that vast constitu- 
ency. Mr. Thompson also attended several meetings of an exclusively 
Anti-Slavery character, among which we may refer to that at Bristol, 
on the fourth of September, as one of the most important. At this 
Meeting Mr. Thompson vindicated the character of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society and its President, Mr. Garrison, from the aspersions 
cast upon them^ by 'their enemies. He exposed the shuffling and false 
course of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Reporter, under the 
editorship of Mr. John Scoble, in studiously concealing, not only all 
notice of his own doings in America, but those of the only efficient 
Anti-Slavery men there ; while it set forth the American and Foreign 
Society as the only embodied form of opposition to Slaveiy in America ! 
A Society, the last vanishing shadow of the once formidable New Or- 
ganization, which sprung into existence for the protection of the Pro- 
Slavery churches, which lived only as long as its stock of lies and slan- 
ders of true Abolitionists was unexhausted, a Society which derived its 
origin from the Apostacy of 1840, by which the American Anti-Slavery 
Society was stripped of its organ and all its property by its faithless ser- 
vants, and which has for years been but the other name of a single 
man, Mr. Lewis Tappan, who has, to quote the words of Mr. R. D. 
Webb in a letter to the Bristol Examiner, ** lost long ago the respect 
and confidence of the true Abolitionists of the country! *' On many 
other occasions, Mr. Thompson has done us the best of services by ex- 
plaining the true nature of our Movement, and exposing the lies, tricks 
and subterfuges of our worst enemies, — those who assume our name 
and seek to deceive and mislead the unwary and imperfectly informed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crafts arrived in England soon after our last meet- 
ing, and were received with all the warmth of interest which their case 
was fitted to inspire. Meetmgs were held for them at Edinburgh, 
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Glasgow, Brifi^], and other places, and an excellent effect was pro- 
duced by their prepossessing appearance, t^eir intelligence, and their 
story. At the last accounts they were attending a school under the 
patronage of Lady Btbon. Mr. W. W. Beown has also been inde- 
fatigable in his labors in the Britbh Anti-Slavery field. 

The Unitarian Denomination has shown a strong determination to 
express its detestation c^ Slavery earnestly and emphatically during the 
past year ; or, perhaps, we should rather say large numbers belonging to 
the Denomination. A Special Meeting of members of the Unitarian 
Association and of the Unitarian Body, generally, was held, June 13th, 
at Ijie Freemason's Tavern, Dr. Hutton in the Chair, to deliberate on 
their duty in regard to American Slavery. John B. Estlin, Esq., of 
Bristol, explained the objects of the meeting in a comprehensive and 
perspicuous speech, and set forth the importance of right action being 
taken by the British Unitarians; and reminding the meeting that 
** however highly they might esteem gentleness, moderation, kindness 
and politeness, they should not suffer these considerations to lead them 
to compromise the great and eternal principles of truth and justice." 
A long discussion ensued, in which the Chairman and many other gen- 
tlemen participated. There seemed to be but one feeling as to the 
things done ; but, on the part of some gentlemen, the wish we have too 
often seen in this country, of making a distinction in favor of the peo- 
ple doing them, was manifested. The Rev. George Armstrong made 
an admirable and thorough speech, in which he went to the root of the 
matter. The Rev. Russell L. Carpenter, while coinciding with the 
general tone of the meeting, was desirous of saving such men as the Rev. 
Dr. Gannett from the general condemnation. To this end he read an 
extract from a sermon of Dr. Gannett, in which he affirmed the manhood 
of the Slave, and declared that the great wrong of Slavery consisted in 
the attempt to deprive him of his manhood. But, unfortunately for 
his argument, Mr. Estlin was prepared with a later discourse of the 
same divine, in which he counselled the restitution of a wretch who 
had vindicated his manhood by escape out of what he himself describ- 
ed as ** the abomination and guilt of Slavery," rather than endan- 
ger the Union. Resolutions were passed expressing the sense of the 
Meeting of the guilt of Slavery, aside of the Fugitive Slave Law, and of 
the duty of all preachers and members of their persuasion to assist 
'* in depriving them of the sanction ihey have hitherto received from 
the Churches of America," and declaring its grateful appreciation of 
those Unitarian clergymen, naming them, who had done their duty in this 
7 
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partioolar. The same snbjeots were discussed and with mmikr results 
in several of the praTineial me^ings of the Unitarians in En^and, and 
by the Irish Christian Unitarian Society in Dublin. 

Many Orthodox or Evangelical Societies have taken strong ground 
to the efl^t they would exclude from their pulpits any American 
ministers who ** either by speech or silence " gave countenance to the 
Fugitive Slave Law. If such action should be conostently maintained 
it would be one of the severest blows that could be dealt to Slavery. 
But we fear that there are some of them that would yield to the pei^ 
sonal influence of popular American ministers of their &ith, as the 
Evangelical Alliance yielded itself captive to the sanctimonious cant of 
Br. Baibd. The Editor of the London Morning Advertisef , himself 
we believe a member of an Evangelical Church, did ample and severe 
justice to that covering up of hideous cruelties under the robes of Chris- 
tian courtesy and charity. To this gentleman we have to acknowledge 
our obligations for the zeal with which he has explained our position 
and vindicated our AntirSlavery course. No man, perhaps, has done 
more, unless it be Mr. Thompson, to make clear to the British mind 
the true state of things in this country, and to unveil the imbecile 
malignity of the Broad Street Committee. Before him and Mr. 
Thompson, Mr. Scoblb fled to this country, and at this safe distance 
spit back his harmless venom. We think that the sphere of this class 
of our enemies will be materially narrowed by the revelations which 
have been made of their character, by these firm and far-seeing 
men. 

In Ireland a new Society has been formed by the zealous friends 
whom we have so long known by their works, the Webbs, AxIiEns, 
Hauohtons, and the like^ the first act of which has been to issue an 
Address to those about to emigrate to this country. It sets forth the 
pith of the matter in few but cogent words. We can only hope that it 
will produce a better harvest tlian that signed by O'Connbll, Father 
Matthew and Seventy Thousand others ! By Father Matthew, who 
has lately returned home, showering his parting blessings on HENBY 
CLAY, " his dismterested advocate and dearly cherished friend," and 
on Edwabd K. Collins, the chiefest among the Hundred Slavecatchers 
who sealed their devotion to the Union in the blood of poor Long ! 
But no such action as this Address can fail of having its effect. It at 
least blesses those from whom it comes. 
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MlBTINO 0* ITHJB AmERIOAM ANT4*SLAVBRt SoOIETT. 

The Atmiversaiy of the American Anti-SlaveTy Society, for the first 
time fittnce its formation, was driven out of New YoA to find a place 
for its meeting. The patriotic ihflnenoe of Captaili Etn1>e&s, which 
had broken up our meetings kst year, Was still so strong upon the 
City, that no place, at all suitable for the purpose^ could be«procured 
within its borders. The Meeting was, accordingly, held at Syracuse, 
in Central New York, on Wednesday, May 7tii, and the two following 
days. Our exile from the Commercial Metropolis wa& fortunate in one 
particular, inasmuch as it allowed us to px)fit by the services of Mr. 
Thompson, which could have been ofifered in New York only at the 
risk of his life. The Meeting was held in the City Hall, and Uie most 
perfect order was maintained throughout all its sessions, though ihe 
Eooitt was always crowded^ Mr. Garrison, as President, was in the 
Chairt Mr^ Gsrrit Smith Welcomed the Society to Central New 
York, in a cordial and eloquent speech. The proceedings throughout 
were of a most earnest and interesting chahK^ter. 

It is impossible for us to recapitulate the resolutions or the order ai 
the speeches. Whatever positions the American Society has at any 
time taken were reaffirmed and defended. Whatever had occurred 
fiince the last meeting worthy of reprobation, the infamous Compromise 
Measures ib particular, were weighed, conndered and denounced. 
Messrs. G-arrison, Thompson, Samuel J* May, Quingy, Douglass, 
MoKiM, S. May, Jr., H. C» Wright, William Goodell, Thomas 
Whitson, Clxher, Mrs. Foster and many others participated in the 
discussions. That there was unction in what was said, we are free to 
infer from the denunciations which were hurled against us in Congress, 
by t^e Pro^lavery press and by the Apostate Webster himself. And 
we are sure that the rescue of the Slave, of which we have spoken, 
was no mean jewel in our crown,— « our en^nies being witnesses. 
Though we regretted that we could not meet as usual in the Commeiv 
cial Centre of the Country, we are sure that, driven thence, we could 
not have fallen upon a more profitable field. 
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The Nsw Ehgland Contention. 

This Annual (rathering of the AboliiioiMstfl of New England, and of 
the Country at large, was held in Boylston Hall, in Boston, on the 
27th of May and the two saoceeding days. We doubt whether there 
was ever a Conyention more muueroualy attended by persons sincerely 
interested in the Anti-Slavery Movement, and committed to it. We 
are sure that there was never one so absolut^y free from any of the 
interruptions or annoyances which have seemed, in times past, to-be 
almost inseparable from meetmgs where Free Speech was allowed. 
This Meeting was entirely free from them. There was no disturbanoe 
on the edges of the meeting, as is apt to be the case, and next to no 
speaking that was not pertinent, acceptable and impressive. Not that 
there were not diversities of opinion as to doctrine and pracUce, but they 
were set forth by persons of sense and ability, and argued in a spirit of 
fiumess and good humor that was truly commendable. It was a mat^ 
ter of universal remark among those who had attended Anti-Slavery 
meetings for many years that they recollected none at which there was 
so much speaking that was absdutely good and so little that was even 
mediocre, 

A diief attraction which accounted for the numbers and character of 
the AntirSlavery portion of the assembly was, undoubtedly, to be found 
in the presenee of Geobgb Thompson, whom many of the Abolitionists 
from the country had not heard since tiie campaign of 1835, and who 
took this opportunity of reviving their recoUections of him and their 
aoquaintaace with him. He spoke with great power and eloquence, 
and not a shadow of personal opposition could be raised against him. 
On the last day, he spoke at length, both in the morning, afternoon, 
and evening, and to crowded auditories. In the morning, he treated of 
tiie philosophy of the Anti-Slavery Reformation, and showed how dis- 
tinct it Was from the machinery of political parties, and how superior 
in its me^od ; that the regeneration oi public opinion on the matr 
ter of Slavery, which is the object of the Anti-Slavery Movement 
proper, is the necessary cause and creator of Anti-Slavery political 
action, by whomsoever exercised ; and that if the Abolitionists be but 
sincere and faithful in their efforts to change the opinions and feelings of 
the general mind by their agitation, they need feel no apprehension 
that the new state of mind will not be duly expressed by the politicians 
of the country. In the afternoon, he unveiled, depicted and exposed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THS VtW EKQ^ARD OONTENTION^ 68 

the otoel abdtlfdities of that gig&ntio Hmnbug, the Colonizatioti Society. 
In the eyenmg, he briefly reviewed his Anti-Slavery course while in 
this country, exhorted us to a continuance in well-doing, and took a 
farewell, full of fieeling and eloquence — a &rewell which we would 
fain hope will be only for a season. 

We, perhaps, never had a stronger array of speakers than at this 
time. Besides Mr. Thompson, there were Messrs. Gabbison, Phillips^ 
PiLLSBUBT, Remond, H. C. Wbiqht, Mr. and Mrs. Fostbb, C. 0. 
BuBLEiGH, S. J. Mat, Edwin Thompson, and many others. The 
strain of llie speaking was maintained at the highest pitch of excellence 
in the various styles of the speakers, and in variety and ability they 
could not have been equalled in the country. The interest which ihe 
topics of the Meeting and the manner in which they were handled ez' 
cited, was proved by the throngs that crowded the halls where our 
sessions were held« The Boylston Hall, though insufficient for our 
purposes, and inconveniently remote from the centre of a£iiirs, was 
always as full, and fuller, than it could hold. The same thing followed 
us to the more obscure purlieus of Chardon Street, on the afternoon 
when we were driven again to that old scene of former campaigns. 
But though it was perfectly obvious that a large multitude on the out- 
skirts were not in communion with us, and thou^ it was equally plain 
that the hard truths which were hurled at them were not unfelt or mis^ 
understood, still there was profound attention, and scareely the symp- 
tom of any disposition to disturb the orderly proceediag of the meeting. 
In the evening, we had secured ourselves against disturbance by 
having the admission by ticket. Altiiough this method did not have 
the effect of excluding opponents, which we should have greatly re- 
gretted if it had, it did keep out the merely boyish and ruffianly 
elements of opposition. And being exempt from the fatal presence of 
Mayor Biqblow and Marshal Tdket, we had a perfectly quiet and 
edifying fame* 

The circumstance of our finding ourselves again, after the lapse of 
seventeen years, in the same hall where the first New England Con-* 
vention was held, in 1834, waa an interesting and not an unsuggestive 
one. How varied and strange has been our experience since that 
time ! How has death and backsliding and treachery and desertion 
thinned the ranks of those that stood shoulder to shoulder with each 
other then I How have the vacancies in the ranks been filled up by 
newer and better soldiers ! After having carried Faneuil Hall at the 
point of the bayonet, as it were, and maintained it for so many years, 
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wd were disposBessed of it by the City Gotemment, and driyen into oiU* 
ori^nal entrenchments, for the lack fd bdter. But is the tide of time 
tamed back by this apparent triumph of Webster Whiggeiy oyer Anti^ 
Blayery ? Has the son gone back apon the Dial-plate ? And because 
the shadow marks the same meridian that it did seventeen years ago, has 
the world stood still all that time ? Nay, yerily. Seyenteen leTolutions 
of the earth round the son haye wrought strange changes in hnnlan com 
dition and human opinion, all oyer the world. Beyolutiofl and Beaction 
baye shaken Europe. America has been the scene of that oonflict of 
Institutions and Ideas which is Bevolution. And notwithstanding 
a^^Mirent defeats and imaginary successes of the enemy, there has been 
no Reaction. The progress of events and the uninterrupted conquest 
(^ the old Ideas of the country by the new, has gone on steadily ever 
nnce the Movement began, twenty years ago^ Things can never be 
restored to the position in which they then stood. The New England 
Convention of 1851 stands in an attitude and occupies a position very 
difierent from that of 1834. It looks back upon a pathway strewed 
with the trophies of victory, though it looks forward to one beset with 
many dangers, and lying through many a battle-field, to be won before 
die complete and final triumph. 

The very fiict of onr exclusion from Faneuil Hall was a proof of the 
ehange in our relations to the country. We were, certainly, not shut 
out of it because of our insignificance. It was not because ihe men 
who pull the strings that make the puppets dance in the City Hall 
thought we were of no importance, that tiiey touched those particular 
wires. We were oflfored up as a sacrifice to great Idols, or at least 
Idols which seem great to the little men of this generation. We 
accept this treatment as a tribute to our worth and activity, which we 
wish we deserved better^ We had then no doubt that we shall have 
Faneuil Hall again in due time, if we did but pendst in our agitation, 
and resolutely hinder the pacification of the countiy, for which Daniel 
Webster and his retainers sigh. And this faith has been justified, sk 
this present meeting. It is certainly no slight sign of progress that 
Mr. Thompson could speak in public and express his whole mind on 
the matter of Slavery without molestation or disturbance in the heart 
of Boston. The walls oi Faneuil Hall will yet re-echo his voice and 
resound with the acclamations which will drown the memory of its past 
disgrace. We can wait. 
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Thh FouftTH OF July, 



Our Annual Oelebradon of this Anniyersary was held again at 
Abington. In the morning the meeting was held in the beautifal 
Oroye where we have held so many before. But a gat^ring storm 
compelled ns to transfer our afternoon session to the Town Hall. 
The nnmber in attendance was very large, notwithstanding the unfar 
Torable weather. We had good reason to believe that, had it not 
been for this circumstance, it would have been one (^ the largest 
assemblages ever held in the State. Mr. Gaebison prodded with 
his usual skill. Messrs. Phillips, Pillsbuby, Whiting, Quincy, 
Stetson, Buffum, Sabgbnt, Tbeat, and several others spoke to great 
acceptation, and the occasion went off in all respects, independent of 
tike weather, with the greatest possible success. 



The Fibst of August. 

This Great Jubilee of Freedom we celebrated, as we did last year, 
at Worcester. The spacious Oity Hall, although the weather was bad^ 
was well filled in the morning and crowded in the afternoon. AniN 
Ballou presided, who opened the Meeting with prayer and an appro- 
priate address. Mr. William I. Bowbitoh followed in an excellent 
and appropriate speech. He took up the various popular objections to 
Emancipation, and refuted them by the actual woi^ings of West India 
Emancipation, of which he gave a lucid sketch. Mr. C«. C. Bubleigh 
followed Mr. Bowditoh, and enforced the same truths with his usual 
felicity of reasoning and illustration. In the afternoon Mr. Pillsbuby 
opened with one of his racy, sprightiy, original orations, in whicli 
strong common sense is relieved by a vein of sterling humor, by flashes 
of wild wit, and passages of true eloquence and fervor. Mr. Wendell 
Phillips succeeded him in a speech of the highest order of oratory, 
which concluded the meeting. 

We believe that the American Abolitionists are the only class, out 
of the Islands themselves, that set apart the First of August as an 
especial holiday. And yet the event which has made the First of 
August illustrious was, perhaps, the proudest triumph ever achieved 
by man, whether it be viewed in the light of its purposes, its instru- 
mentalities, or its remoter issues. But the Eighteenth of June is, as 
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jet^ a more famouB day in England^ and the Fourth of July a more 
fiunoos one in America — so imperfectly are events appreciated in their 
immediate neighborhood, and so indistinctiy are they discerned in the 
dnbions light of the semi-barbarism which we christen Civilisation. 
Even England hardly seems aware of the grandenr of the Revolution 
which was fonght and won npm her soil by spiritaal weapcms only, of 
which that day saw the aooomplishment, and AoMrica only shows h» 
instinctive dread of it by the dastard lies which she loves rather than 
the truth. But it was a Revolution, and one whioh stretehes its ii^n* 
ences far beyond the limits of ^e sea-^rt islet where its instant tro- 
phies were set up. And the lesson which it teaches, and the example 
which it sets mankind, is even of nK»e worth than the blessings which 
it caused and which it predicts. 

The Emancipation of the West India Slaves was a Revelation, for it 
was a complete change in the political and moral relations of a whole 
race of men, and one which was to affect the condition of countless 
millions yet to be. But it was a Revolution not springing firom the 
uprising of the oppressed class itself, unable any longer to endure its 
wrongs; but firom the aroused conscience of the oppressing nation, 
which would permit it no longer to rest quietly under its guilt. It was 
a Revolution of Repentance, of Reparation, of the Restoration of 
Bights which Avarice and Cruelty had ravished, at the dictation of 
Justice and Humanity. The world never saw the like before. With 
all the drawbacks of Compensatkm and Apprenticeship, (peihaps not 
unnatural stumblings in the first gropings in so new a course,) it stands 
i^ne, a marvellous monument of what might there is in moral power, 
and a beacon to guide as well as to warn those who would take their 
bearings by it. Never was there a more generous, a more devout 
enthusiasm than that which inspired the British nation and provoked it 
to extort irom the bands of a reluctant Ministry the boon of Freedom 
for the injured blacks. And the very injustice to which they submitted, 
in the sacrifice of twenty millions of their own hard-earned money to 
help stop the mouths of the ravening masters, enhanced the virtue, 
while it diminished the value of the act. It is a passage of histoiy 
full of hope and instruction. 

It is full of hope, for it encourages desponding mankind to believe 
that what men have been induced to do once, they may be induced tp 
do again. There was, eertainly, nothing in the antecedents of the 
British nation to lead one to anticipate such a demonstration as this. 
Their former conquests and victories had been for the subjugation 
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rather tlian the deHverance of others, for the maintenance of the due 
weight of the British Empire in the Commonwealth of European Sov- 
ereignties, or for the vindication of their own rights and privileges 
against domestic or foreign tyranny. Gknerosdty and magnanimity 
were ever claimed as eminently British virtues^ but it was the gener- 
osity of a conqueror to . a captive, the magnanimity of the Strong in 
the subduing presence of the Weak. The Revolution of the First 4^ 
August will better establish the claun of the British nation to the pos- 
session of these virtues than aU the examples of which it boasts put 
together. And its influence will be the greater because it begun not 
in the high places, not in Palace or Parliament, originally, but down 
deep in the heart of the people, whence it went forth conquering and 
to conquer. It was not, primarily, the work of Prince or of Prime Min- 
ister, though both were compelled to do its work, but of comparatively 
humble and obscure men, acting on the hearts and consciences of the 
masses of the Empire. Though its crowning battle was fought in St. 
Stephen's Chapel, the struggles which decided the fate of the campaign 
were distributed far and wide over the face of the country, and left 
their marks in every provincial town and in almost every hamlet. 

It is fiill of instruction, for it covers almost every point which any 
Movement for the destruction of Political or Moral Evils will ever 
have to touch. It shows us that the continual a^tation of the public 
mind by the presentation of true principles of action and the exposure 
of the false ones which have produced the evil^ is the true Philosophy 
of Reform. It shows that a Reform proceeds from Ideas to Actions, 
from the Inward to the Outward, and that it is in vain to attempt to 
reverse this process. That its progress is to be hastened only by the 
fiuthful evolution of these true principles, of these new ideas, and that 
patience and perseverance are all that is necessary to make fiiith 
become sight. Five-and-twenty, yea, twenty years ago, the prospect 
of West Indian Emancipation was, to all outward appearance, as 
improbable and remote as that of our Slave States, now. Who 
believed that Great Britain would risk so great an Interest, would 
incur so vast an expense, would incur so deadly a peril as that act 
would imply ? Were not her statesmen wise, her aristocracy and mer- 
cantile interest wary, her common people insensible to the sort of 
appeals by which this change was sought to be effected ? But Eliz- 
abeth Hbyrigk revealed the Grand Arcanum, the principle so simple 
that the wise and the mighty had overlooked it, that Immediate Eman- 
cipation is equally the Right of the Slave and Duty of the Master, and 
8 
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^i tbe Vpgmaliit^g Enterprise derived new life from her djing breath, 
and soon s^ept on to yictoiy. 

Oil the very eye of this victory in 1832-3, the sap|iort of England, 
relied upon on accpunt of her identity of Slave interest, was the main 
dependence of Sonth Carolina in her NoUifjring tilt against New 
England Cotton Mills. So blind were all men to the mighty change 
wl4ch yna going on in the English Mind and which was so soon to be 
projected into Law I Who knows that onr own Salvation also may not 
oome suddenly upon ns like a thief in the night ? That it will come 
tihus stealthily at the kst is probable £rom all past history, though it 
may be preceded by many portentous struggles. Our relation to our 
Slavery is very different, to be sure, from that of the English Aboli- 
tionists to ^eirs. But the difference is, perhaps, more apparent thaa 
real. They had the power of direct leg^lation over it and could reach 
it more readily than we can lay hold upon American Slavery. But 
th9 first ^ork they had to effect is precisely that which our hands find 
to do, — the Conversion of the Pro-Slavery Mind of the American 
People to Anti-Slavery Truth. When this is effectually done, even in 
the Northern States, a way will be found, through Law or over Law, 
for the reduction of its Begen^:ution into Life. The giant obstacle, 
indeed, which we have to overcome, is one from which our British 
forerunners were free. We mean the incorporation of Slavery with 
our National Listitutions, in such a way as to give the Slaveholders 
the literal control of the machine of government by virtue of their 
very Sjiaveholding. That this monstrous anomaly should retard the 
day of our deliverance is necessary, and, as far as the North is con- 
cei[ned, is right. 

l^xxt be it ever remembered that all Institutions of (Government, the 
ipost despotic as well as the most democratic, exist but by the permis- 
i^on of the people that live under them. They are but the clothing of 
the Ideas in' the popular Mind. They wax old like a garment, and 
like a scroll they pass away. Even the Union and the Constitution 
can exist in their present shape no longer than the people are content 
with them. Still less Slavery, which, though sheltered and sanctified 
by them, would be eliminated from them, if the distinct and deter* 
mined alternative of Emancipation or Dissolution be presented to the 
choice of the Slaveholders. At least, this is our opinion. But, at 
any rate, either by Disunion and leaving the Slaves and Masters to 
seUle the question, with the right on our side to help which side we 
please, or by Emancip^on to prevent Disunion, Slavery will cease 
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mbetkev^T tihe Antencan Mind and Conscience is thoronghly aWak^ecT 
to its atrocities and tx) their own guilty ^lare in them. No nation 
«yer submitted to an eyil which it really wished to remove because of 
the laws or insfitatioiis which it had Either made itself or sitflbted tb 
exist. Wheia it is thsHOughly aroused laws and instatutaons are but as 
cobwebs thrown over a lion. Like a dew-drop from a libn'ei niaiie ^ef 
are shook into the air. The business of Abolitionists vi tihus to 
arouse and excite the general Mind. With all our shdrt-comings, 
have we not begun to do it? Listen to the ebtifidi'tHat come froni 
Southland North, from NuHifier and Unionist; Bead' the histbry of 
the last year and a half. The Mind of a Nation' is like d migihty' 
Ocean, which the movement of the invisible a^ can' lash into fbson' 
and endow with irresistible might. If we can create the Movement, 
we need not fear that it will not 4^kape itself into due ^rm. 



Emancipation in Nbw GbbnadaI 

., . ^ . . . ^. ,, t , 
We have a record of another instance in which this noble example 

of Engknd has been followed. The fiepublio of New Ghrenada, one 
of the most Northerly of the South American Republics, in which"^ 
Slavery has lingered until this day, passed a Law last Summer, by 
which all her Slaves became free on the First day of this month of Jan- 
uary. The following is the bcief enactment :— 

" That on the day named, First of January, Slfrverya^all iw lonro 
exist in this Republic. All persons liberated* from Slaverjr'snaU ibe^ 
entitled to the same privileges, and governed' bjr tfie sii^laws, alTaii^ 
other citiieBS ef New Ghrei]Ada." 



ANti:SiiAV»RY' OiftkiM^JnH: 

In no previous year, for mlany years pdst, has^ tke' So6iety"TbeiBii sd 
active or carried on its operations so extensively. Tfiiis has* b^n'efo^^ 
cially true since the New England AntirSlavefy CbnVeitioi iik Wi-f 
last. Nearly One Hundred Anti-Slavery Conventions have been held 
by the Agents of the Society, in different parts of New England, 
during the year, and a much greater number of evening lectures have 
been given. la these we do not include the numerous meetings held 
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by Gboboi Thompson^ Esq., in Ais and neighboring States, during 
the fiiBt months of the year. We speak of Conventions and Lectare» 
sostained wholly, or mainly, by the Agents of the Society. We 
have been enabled to employ a larger number of these, during the 
year past, than for many years previously. And we report, with the 
utmost confidence, of the vahie and success of their labors. In addi- 
tion to the uninterrupted services of the Oeneral Agent, Samuil Mat, 
Jr., we have had the assistance, for longer or shorter periods, of the 
following persons: — Parker Pillsbury, Gharlss C. Burleigh, 
Stiphsn S. Foster, Abbt K. Foster, Luot Stcws, Lewis Ford, 
Daniel Foster, William H. Fish, GsoRes W. Putnam, Joseph J. 
Locke, Daniel S. Whitney, and Alonzo J. Grover. Thus it will 
be seen that we have had among our Agents several of our oldest and 
longest-tried Anti-Slaveiy friends, and been able also to call into the 
ranks a reinforcement of younger laborers, who, we trust, will quit them- 
selves like men, and prove themselves not unworthy servants of our right- 
eous Cause. We have also been privileged and greatly strengthened by 
ike oceasioiial labora, in the lecturing field, of William L. Garrison, 
Wbndeu. Phillips, Edmund Quinoy, Nathaniel H. Whitin©, 
James N. Buppum, and Joseph Treat. We have found too, a most 
gratifying readiness to aid the Anti-Slavery Cause, on the part of sev- 
eral pastors and their congregations. ^HiOBe have been, for the most 
part, among the younger ministers of what are caDed the Uberal de- 
nominations. 

Meanwhile our Mends in other States have not been icQe. . The 
Anti-Slavery plough has been firmly held, and deeply entered, in the 
soil of New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and other Middle and Western 
States. Stephen S. and Abby K. Foster, James W. Walker, 
Parker Pillsbury, Sallib Holley, (daughter of the late Myron 
HoLLEY, of Roehester, N. Y.,) John H. Philleo, Charles and 
Josephine Griffing^ Cyrus M. Burleigh, and others, have borne 
the burden and heat oi many a long summer day, and encountered 
the storms and cold of the severest winter known for many years, that 
the Slave in his agony and degradation might not be utterly without 
an advocate, and that this guilty and perjured land might be warned 
to flee firom the wrath to come. 
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The Anti-Slayebt Pksss. 



The Anti-Slavery papers continue to maintain the good fight with 
Uieir acoustomed fidelity. The Liberator is still regarded^ as it has 
oyer been, both by friends and foes, as the leader of the host. A 
year ago it completed its |;wentieth year from its establishment ; and 
on the suggestion of Mr. Thompson, it was thought an appropriate 
occasion for a festiye celebration. Accordingly, on the evening of the 
last day of the last Annual Meeting, an Enterttunment was given to 
Mr. Gabbison, by his friends, in Cochituate Hall. The Hall wad 
more than filled* The Entertainment was abundant and elegant* 
After it was over, Mr. Thompson, on behalf of many friends, pre- 
sented Mr. Gabbison with a valuable gold watch and chain, as a 
memorial of the occasion. Speeches were made by Mr. Quinot, who 
presided, Messrs. Thompson, Gabbison, Phillips, Thsodobe Fabbbb^ 
Eabls, Thomas Bussell, Nbll, List, Bufixjm, and many others. The 
festiviiies were }Hrolonged into the night and all seemed to feel that it 
was good to be there. We believe that the Liberator never stood in a 
better position, as it regards support and influence, than it does now. 
But still, like all papers devoted to an unpopular cause, it requires the 
friendly interest and subscription of all who feel its value. 

The National Anti-Slavery Standard is still conducted, for the Amer* 
ican Anti-Slavery Society, by Mr. Gay, with his usual diligence and 
ability, with assistance from his Corresponding Editors, Messrs. Quinct 
and Jambs Bxjssell Lowell. The Pennsylvania Freeman has be^i 
enlarged, and is now in the faithful and experienced hands of Oltveb 
Johnson. It is a beautiful sheet^ edited with much skill and discre- 
tion, and is a most valuable auxiliary to the Cause. The Anti-Slavery 
Bugle has lost, during the past year, the services of Mr. Johnson, 
which the Freeman has gained. It has fallen, however, into the hands 
of no unworthy successor. Mr. Mabius B. Bobinson, the new editor, 
makes the Bugle a valuable and useful pi^r, true and thorough, such 
as its friends desire to see it. 



. The National Bazaab. 

The Annual Bazaar, to which the Anti-Skvery Cause owes so much 
of the sinews of its warfare, was held this year at Christmas, in Assem- 
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hlj Hall, inatttid of Faneoil HalL The latter pbse vaa regalaity 
ad^ed for as oaoal, b j tiie nmBbOT of taz^yii^ dtoeoB required by 
the role. Bui ao sensiliTe were the Mayor and Aldennen that they 
foi^ the common mlea ci nnnicipal efiqnette, and refoaed the peti- 
tion at OBoe, without gomg throng the uaoal form of refening it to a 
Committee. The door ci Fanenil Hall beii^ thoff not merefy shut 
againat the Baiaar, but slammed in its fi^e, itwasneeesBaiyto seekoot 
aaodiar ^aee. Assembly Hall was seleeted as the largest and most 
eommodkras that could be proeored. Tbe <q»p(Miamty ci disfdaying 
the goods was mneh bett» than at Faneoil Hall, and thon^ the sitoar 
tion was not quite as accessible, the attendance was neariy the same, 
and the proceeds about equal to Uiose ci hkst year. Hie articles were 
as elegant, abundant and attraetiye as nsiud. Hioee from the other 
side of the AUantio even exceeded the gifts of former years in beauty 
and yaloe. Addresws were made on several evemngs of the last wedc 
by Messrs. QumcT^ Gabuson, Bowditch, and Phillips. It was, in 
every reqpeot, eminent prosperous and sn ecosa fb l. 



Thi Chuboh. 

The history of the Ammcan Church has been agun this year the 
rejection (^ that of ^ American people. l%e Slavecati^iing law hay- 
ii^ become an established insdtotaon, the Church has not been required 
to pour the watos of baptism upon it, as in its infimcy. Though we 
cannot produce as edifying a list of sermons to prove that a Law of 
Coi^ress is paramount to a mere Law of Qod, we believe that it is 
merely because they have not been called for. We cannot think that 
it is in the powCT of Congress to pass any conceivable law, for Irhieh 
^e great lights ci the American Church would not be able to give the 
anthority of God, ci Christ, of ike glorious company of the apostles and 
of the hdy army of martyrs. But nothing very noticeable has occurred 
since we last addressed you. 

The Circuit Courtof the United States for New York has decided 
the great suit between- the Southern and Northern Divisions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in &vor of the South. That is to say, it 
has decreed to the South their rateable proportion of the Book Con- 
cerns, Copyrights, Sec, As the point on which the separation took 
plaoe was Slaveiy, it certainly becomes the Judicial authorities of the 
United States to see to it that the South receives no detriment. We 
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liaye n(Mi myeBtigsted tibe loatter gnfficientii j to judge of the merits of 
^ case ; but it would have been in the face of all precedent, if the 
Northern section had been able to obtain any advantage over the 
Southern, except in the particular of being rid of it. 

In the Convention of the Episcopal Ohurch of the Diocese of New 
Tork, Mr. John Jat again attempted to procure the admission of the 
Church of the Messiah into the Conventi<m. And again the rights of 
these odored Churchmen were shuffled aside. The application was 
referred to the Committee on the Incorporation of Churches in whoijfe 
hands it seems to have found a quiet resting-place. We fear that the 
canonieal rights of these Ethiopian Christians, will never be acknow^ 
edged^ unless they can first change their skins. But we cannot too 
much honor the persistency and independence of Mr. Jay's course in 
regard to them^ and hope that he will persevere unto a succes^ul 
issue. 

Thb South and the North. 

The attitude of the South and the North towards each other does not 
indicate that entire fusion of interests and feelings which we were given 
to hope would follow the Compromise Measures. Scarcely any, indeed, 
of the Slaveholding States profess to be satisfied with those acts. The 
best di^KMsed are merely willing to accept them as an occasion of con- 
tinuing to us the light of their countenances, without which we should 
perish. The extreme Slaveholders despise and reject them as mere 
delusions and snares. In the meantime the practical unity of the two 
portions of the country is not greater than their theoretical conlbrmity. 
While we are outraging the feelings of our Southern brethren by de- 
manding the protection of Anglo-Saxon laws for all men found within 
our peace, or even by somewhat irregularly afq»lying the national ideas 
gf equality of rights to cases where we find men robbed of them, the 
South is not without their equivalent. If we rescue their Slaves, they 
make Slaves of our free cooks and stewards. If we sometimes give a 
rough word to a Slavecatcher, they hang, flog, drown, tar and feather, 
and drive out of their borders, all suspected of '^ Hifamoualy inf^^ 
ring," as Mr. Euvus Choats says, ** tlie duty of Immediate Emancipa- 
tion from the Declaration of Independence and the Gospel of Jesoi 
Christ." If the Legislature of Ohio censures the Fugitive Slave Bill, 
that of Virginia insults Yermont and Massachusetts. So, that on the 
whole, the balance is kept tolerably even. But how much tiiis inevi- 
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table state (^things tends to the preservation of the Union, is a matter 
every man may liave his own opinion abont. 

The designs of the South for the yet ficvther extension of her benefi- 
cent institutions, have been made sufficientiy manifest during tiie past 
year. l%e expedition of Lopsz was, beyond all doubt, permitted to 
go forward in defiance of the Laws of Nations and treaty obligations, 
as a measure, which, if successful, might lead to tiie ferther extenmon of 
the Area of Freedom, and, if not, could be disavowed and condemned. 
But the interest which has been made, and successfully, by tiie Oov- 
emment in behalf of those pirates, and the removal of Consul Owen 
for obeying the Proclamation of tiie President, which he should have 
known meant nothing, and the appointment of the in&mous Judge 
Bhabket as his successor, all show the animui of the General Qovem- 
ment. And so in the case of the attempt now going on to revolutionize 
Northern Mexico by Cakvajal. The purpose is obviously to bring 
another Texas into the Union. And the conduct of our Oovemment 
shows that it has no incUnation to interfere effectually with an infent 
revolution which may add a new column to our Slaveholding edifice. 

l%e Southern discontent at the Compromise, in South Carolina, 
AGsfflssippi, and elsewhere, looked really, at one time, to promise some 
results. It seemed as if so much gasconade could not really end in mere 
breath. But the Bobadils had no stomach for the straggle they pre- 
tended to invoke. One by one they slunk away from the attempt. 
And at last South Carolina herself gives in, and consente to defer the 
destruction of the North to a more convenient season. Probably none, 
or next to none, of these men, ever dreamed of putting their threats 
in execution. It was the mere vaporing of poverty-stricken bullies, 
who hoped to get something for ceasing to threaten us. And there is 
no reason why they should not hope so. They have had everything they 
asked in exchange for their empty blustering, and why should they de- 
fflst firom it ? But the manner in which South Carolina sneaked out of 
the position she had taken, one would think, must have been somewhat 
galling to her pride, and would take from her the power of frightening^ 
the North again into good behaviour, were it not that a make-believe 
panic answers the purpose of our politicians as well as a real one. 

In Kentucky, Mr. Cassius M. Clay put forth a stirring Address to 
the People condemning the Fugitive Law in the warmest and strongest 
terms. Mr. Clay being the Free Soil Candidate for Governor, in ac- 
cordance with Southern customs, addressed the people in various parts 
of the State, and always on the basis of Emancipation as the true policy 
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iii Eeatoolcy. His ^flfiuia wer« ^"owned with aeyeral tluHisaiid Yotes, 
which, nnder the circomstaiiceB, was a remarkable aod enoomagiBg 
result. The indomitable energy and intrepid resolution of Mr. Glat 
<}annot fail to produce a Itoting impression on his State, should he sor- 
yiye and oontinue faithful unto the end. His pootion is one of great 
«xpo8(ure and tempta^n, and his course will be watched with the 
greatest eamestuess and interest by all who observe the signs of the 
times. 

Louis Kossuth. 

The last year has added a new and most melancholy example to the 
many with which the history of this country is crowded, <^ the blasting 
influence of our tainted atmosphere upon the best established of Euro- 
pean reputations. The struggle of Hungary with Austria for the 
maintenance of her constitutional rights, the emancipation (^ her serfe, 
and her faith in the capacity of the people to govern themselves, ex- 
cited the warmest interest of the lovers oi liberty everywhere. The 
ability which was evinced by her leaders in the cabinet and the field, 
excited their admiration and hope, and the courage and fertiliiy of 
resources for resistance which they evinced in stemming, as long as it 
was {^ysioally possible, the piratical intervention of Eussia, gave a 
deeper tinge to the melancholy which the fatal news of her final fsJl 
inspired in every generous heart. Especially was there a peculiar inter- 
est felt in the fate of Lours Kossuth, who seemed to be recognized by 
the despotic powers of Europe as the incarnation of Hungarian Inde- 
pendence. Absurdly inconsistent as it was for the Thirty-Fffst Con- 
gress^ fresh from the concoction of the Fugitive Slave Law, to direct a 
national vessel to be sent for the deliverance of the Furtive of Kuta- 
yah ; still, no one could regret that even such a way of escape was 
opened to him. The temptations to which this circumstance would 
expose him, in addition to those which beset every visitor to this coun- 
try, excited the apprehensions of well-informed and rightly judging 
men on both sides of the water. It was sadly feared that he could 
not visit this country without strengthening the Pro-Slavery self-com- 
placency which is the surest rivet of the fetters of the bondman, and 
the result has but too mournfully realized the foreboding. 

It was not, of course, expected that M. Kossuth would identify 
himself with the American Anti-Slavery Society, or make the agitation 
of the question of Slavery a prominent part of his mission here. But 
9 
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we could scarcely see how he could avoid recognizing its existence, and 
uttering at least a syllable of his eloquent breath in deploring it. We 
at least hoped that he would not give the, despotian which condemns a 
fflxth part of the inhabitants of America to a hopeless servitude and a 
helpless ignorance, compared to which the worst of European serfdom is 
perfect liberty and the fullness of light, the encouragement of his emphat- 
ic silence. In these hopes, howevw, we were doomed to disappointment. 
Nothing has shown more clearly the exactness of his information and 
the instinctive nicety of his tact, than the manner in which he has 
treated this *' delicate question," since he stepped upon our shores. 
In his very first speech at Staten Island he plainly intimated that he 
did not intend to intermeddle with our domestic afi^drs. In his Reply 
to the Address of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
(that alias of Mr. Lewis Tappan !) which he insisted upon making, 
notwithstandmg their deprecatory epistle accompanying it, entreating 
that he would nof, he more distinctly affirmed the same intention. In 
this Reply, and in that to the Colored People, (the exiled Hungarians 
of our Austria,) he never so muck as hinted at the existence of such 
a class of persons as American Slaves. Soon afterwards he put forth 
a formal statement that he had no intention of interfering with our 
Domestic Affairs and Party Questions. And, finally, his disavowal of 
the new Grerman newspaper at New York, edited by M. Guyurman, 
one of his own companions, which had taken open ground against the 
Fugitive Slave Bill, puts the animus of his policy beyond controversy. 
He officially, by his Secretary, disavows M. Guyurman and censures 
him for *' occupying himself with a question of domestic American 
policy, injurious to the interest of his own country, and in diametric 
opposition to Gov. Kossuth's decidedly expressed opinion as to thh 

DUTY AND POLICY OP NON-INTERFERENCE IN SUCH QUESTIONS ! " That 

is to say, while he is appealing to the people of the United States for 
their intervention between his countrymen and their tyrants, he is 
careful to let them know that he has no intention of intervening be- 
tween them and the victims of their own tyranny. He invokes the 
moral power of the Nation, with significant intimations that it will be 
of no great avail unless physical power stand behind it, to comfort the 
heart and to strengthen the hands of Hungary in the conflict which he 
sees to be impending. And to purchase this moral, perhaps physical, 
interference, he is willing to say nothing of the moral weakness of the 
Nation which neutralizes all its moral power. He proclaims that as far 
as Slavery is concerned, his Mission, like that of Unitarianism, as ex- 
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pounded by one of its chief Kabbis, is " Silence." He would have 
us feel for the robbed, peeled, hunted Magyar, and express our 
loathing of the tyrant and his tools, while he has no word of etympathy 
for the wretched Fugitive Slave, and none oi scorn and execration for 
the villain from whom he has fled, or for the Woods and Collinses 
and Union Safety Committee men who '' intervene " to send him back 
in chains. 

In addition to these overt acts, M. Kossuth has made the air fdt 
some with his !flattery to our National vanity. No Fourth of July 
Orator ever approached the affluence of his adulation. According to 
him this is a land of impartial liberty and of universal happiness — the 
true Model of Grovemments. There is no blot on our escutcheon, no 
black drop in the sparkling cup of our felicity. He sits ftt meat with 
Oeorge Wood in New York, and with Judge Kane at Philadelphia. 
He is entertamed by Members of Congress, with Mr. Bono, of Ala- 
bama, the most unscrupulous of the propagandists of Slavery, in the 
Chair, and he embraces Henry Clay with tears in his eyes, as one of 
the great luminaries of liberty. Never did sycophant of Nicholas or 
Francis Joseph torture his vocabulary for variety of flatteries, as has 
this Hungarian Republican for the delectation of Slaveholders and 
■Slavecatchers. Nothing but the American appetite and digestion 
x5ould endure the sickening mesa. And all for what ? For the vain 
hope of effective help to Hungary I What right has M. Kossuth to 
stalk to the accomplishment of his hopes over the prostrate bodies of 
three million slaves ? With what face does he ask us to listen to the 
Hjry of trampled Hungary, while he shuts his ears to the wail of the 
American Plantation and Slave Market? How can he invoke our 
tnoral influence, if he cannot obtain our physical interposition, in 
behalf of crushed Freedom in Hungary, while he is giving the whole 
weight of his astonishing eloquence and unequalled influence to a 
tyranny compared with which Russian and Austrian despotism is lib- 
erty and love ? 

M. Kossuth is destined to bitter disappointment, if he yet retain 
any hope of effective help to Hungary jfrom this country. The sym- 
pathies of the governing influences, at the North as well as at the 
•South, are not with him^ but with his enemies. The show of enthusi- 
itsm, among those who have the direction of events^ is but the cover 
of political intrigue or the occasion of personal indulgence. He has 
learnt that he ean hope nothing from the General Government and he 
is-fast learning how little he can obtain from the people. As long as he 
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will pander to oar vamty and onr vices, he may be snre of cheers and 
speeches and banquets. But we will venture to predict that the gross 
amount of the sinews of war that he will receive, will not suffice for the 
support of a regiment for a month. To be sure, he could not have had 
even thus much without bowing the knee to our National Baal. But is it 
worth the sacrifice ? Would he not have stood in a better attitude for 
gathering up the sympathies of the lovers of Liberty everywhere, had he 
uttered a nncere word on the threshold of ^ country, which would 
have forbidden him to pass it ? We verily believe it^ and we beKeve 
that he will yet know it himself. His visit to this country was a mis- 
take ; he has made it a crime. He came in the name of Liberty, and 
has strengthened the hands and comforted the hearts of her deadliest 
enemies. He came hoping impossibilities, and to achieve them he 
sacrificed his integrity. Such acts go not unpunished erven in this 
world. Nemesis is upon his track, if she have not already laid her 
hand upon him. He has lost his birthright of consistent love of im- 
par^ liberty, and has not obtained the pottage for which he thought 
to barter it away. We grieve over his fall ; but we see in it the yrooi 
that he is not the man ordained for the deliverance of his country. He 
has fidled to stand a test which would have shown him to be fit for 
such a work. The tyrannies of the Old World, any more than those 
of the New, cannot endure forever. But they who are destined to 
overturn ^them must be men whose largeness of heart, whose grasp 
of mind, and whose singleness of purpose will fiir outweigh the wordy 
miracles and forensic tact of Louis Kossuth. 



(hjB Politics. 

If there be a proportion which seems axiomatic to almost every Amer- 
ican, it is, that Voting is the Universal Medicine, the Qrand Arcanum, 
which is to cure all political and moral evils. When, therefore, a set 
(rf men is found who refdse to exercise this heaven-bom privilege of 
suffrage, it is a hard saying and few there be that can hear it. And 
yet it does not seem as if tliis proposition were veiy difficult of compre- 
hension. It seems to be as plain as any ethical proposition that can 
be stated, and as capable of complete substantiation as any historical 
fistet or political theoiy resting upon historical facts. 

Why do not the Abolitionists of the type of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society accept office and vote at the polls? Simply because 
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we have a '' prejadice '^ which we haye not yet *' conquered," against 
making promises which we do not mean to keep. We are qnite 
aware t^at this is a very ''unstatesmanlike " infirmity, but it is one 
to which we confess. We cannot hold an office which can be 
held only unddt an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States, (which includes nearly every office, high and low,) simply be- 
cause we do not mean to support it, and therefore have a scruple 
j^ainst swearing to do so. We hold that the clause providing for the 
restoration of persons held to service or labor to the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due, means the restitution of fugitive 
Slaves to their masters. And as this happens to be one of the things 
which we are resolute never to do, but, contrariwise, to impede, hinder 
and prevent to the best of our ability, we do not feel free to swear to 
do it. Now, we know that there are persons of great respectability 
and excellence who hold that this clause need not be construed to mean 
Slaves, and who prove, by verbal niceties and logical distinctions, that 
there is no comfort or aid intended to be given to Slavery by the 
Constitution. And some go so far as to say that it can be abolished 
by Act of Congress, under the Ccmstitution. Without entering into 
any consideration of this argument at this time, we can only say that 
we have not been convinced by it ; but that we think that the whole 
contemporary evidence of the intention of the framers, confirmed by 
the unanimous decisions of all the Courts and the uniform practice and 
consent of the government and country from the first, shows it was the 
rendition of ftigitive Slaves that that clause was contrived to secure. 
We have, at any rate, the rare luxury of being in the majority, for 
once ; and wrong as we think ihsit majority for being willing to main- 
tabi such a Constitution, we think that they are quite right in their 
construction of it. And so thinking of ita meaning, and so intending 
as to its execution, we do not think it right to swear to do what we 
mean never to do. 

So with respect to the clause for the suppression of Domestic Insur- 
rection, it is certainly meant to include, if it were not frtuned exclu- 
sively to cover, the only Domestic Insurrections which can call for the 
interposition of the National arm — the Insurrecdons of Slaves. Now, 
we hold that, in the presence of the American nation and in the light of 
its history, Insurrection is at all times a rightfrd remedy of the Slaves, 
whenever they think that the time has come, in the course of human 
events, to dissolve the servile bands that connect them with their mas- 
ters. Therefore, we certainly do not mean, in case oi such an incipient 
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Beyohition, to help to pot it* cUmn in order tiiat the despols may b^ 
re-established in their oppression. We can conceive, scarcely, of any 
crime more mean and cowardly ^lan such a cooperation wi& the izenb- 
bling tyrants to weld again the chains which their victims had broken> 
by the interposition of onr physical force. Not inteftding, therefore, 
to obey the call of the Execntive, ^old the exigencies of the nation 
ever make one necessary, to assist in a cnisade for Slavery against 
Liberty straggling into being, we do not intend to promise to do so. 
The Clause, too, protecting the African Slave Trade for twenty years, 
and under which that ancient branch of commerce may be legalized 
again at any moment by Act of Congress, we tiunk brands the Consti- 
tution with a mark of infuny, sufficiently indicative of its Pro-Slavery 
character, and which certainly does not make us swift to acknowledge 
allegiance to it. And the threO'lUPths clause, whereby an aristocracy 
resting on ownership in human beings is established^ a power which 
has ever been, by force or by guile, the governing element in the 
nation, does not inflame our zeal in the behalf of a Constitution of Gov- 
ernment which begins by putting the foot of our natural enemies, of the 
meanest and most execrable race of tyrants that Ood sufifers to exist, 
upon our necks in the outset. 

But the two first objections are quite enough. If there be certain 
things specially laid down in Articles of Partnership which we are in- 
vited to subscribe, and we find that there are some of those certain 
things which we do not mean, in any event, to do ; it seems to us the 
fairest, indeed the only honest, way of proceeding to refuse to sign the 
Articles, and to forego the advantages promised by them. We think 
that there is good faith due to the other parties to ^e contract, how- 
ever bad, and that if we take the consideration, they would have good 
groimd to complain of us, if we do not perform the conditions. If we 
are asked to partake in a lucrative business, in the benefits of which we 
can have no part unless we sign the papers creating the partnership, 
and we find on examination the African Slave trade, or the Domestic 
Slave trade, or any other less recognized, form of piracy, among the 
branches of the contemplated business, we could not enter into the 
agreement, because it would be false to ourselves to carry it out and 
unfair to our partners to refrise to do so, if we had made the bargain 
with them. And by a parity of reasoning we decline appointing others 
to do these things for us by our suffrages, which we will not do our- 
selves. 

But then, it is said, this impracticability of yours stands directly 
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across tlie path to sacoess and palsies the very right hand that yon 
should stretch out to help the Slave ! In the first place, this is beg- 
ging the qustion, taking for granted the very point we deny, to wit, 
that voting at the polls is the only, or the most efficient, means of po- 
litical action. But admitting it to be true, can there be any question 
in the case, if our opinions are what we have affirmed ? Though taking 
office or voting for other men under the Constitution should have the 
most direct and immediate influence on the Abolition of Slavery, we 
are not to purchase even so great a boon as that at the expense of doing 
what we believe to be wrong. W« know men who profess to believe 
that the preservation of the Union by obedience to the Fugitive Slave 
Law is the best thing that can be done for ultimate Emancipation. 
But are they therefore excused for taking part in the commission of 
that infamous crime ? Things may be Right which are not Expedient, 
but nothing can be Expedient that is not Right. It might seem to be 
the most expedient thing in the world to assassinate Nicholas of Russia, 
or Francis Joseph of Austria, or the Pope of Rome ; but no man hold- 
ing assassination in abhorrence would consent to the crime for the sake 
of the consequences. We acknowledge the weight of our duty to the 
Slave ; but it is not the primary, the paramount, duty. The first and 
highest duty of every man is to himself, to keep himself above all taint, 
if not above all suspicion. The Slave has a right to demand of us any- 
thing except our honor. Our own integrity it is our first duty to main- 
tain. In short, the whole No Voting Theory is simply a question of 
personal honor, of individual integrity. Whether being faithful to this 
first trust will be most conducive to the success of our second trust, 
the Anti-Slavery movement, we will not affirm, though we believe it 
with our whole hearts. But the Slaves have no right to ask us to pay 
this price for their deliverance, admitting that it is necessary to it. We 
may not be more faithful to Man than to God. 

This course we pursue entirely irrespective of its eflfect upon the 
Abolition of Slavery. We do not, in the first instance, abstain from 
holding or conferring office because we think that we shall thus soonest 
abolish Slavery ; but because we think that this is the only way 
in which we can keep ourselves honest men. Even if our conduct in 
this respect should have the effect of postponing or preventing Eman- 
cipation, it should make no difference to us. Even if we were 
assured that by the assassination of Mr. Fillmore or the poisoning of 
Mr. Webster we should greatly hasten or completely compass our great 
end, we should decline the operation, as long as we hold opinions ad- 
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yene to sooh modes of disposii^ of criminab. We look upon iiie 
renditaon of ao iimoeent fugitive Slaye, under any imaginable eircnmr 
stances, as a much more enormous, as it is a more mean and cowardly, 
crime than the aasasanaiaon or poisoning of any of ^e felon tools of 
tyranny, and, therefore, as we never mean to commit it ourselves, we 
neither intend to promise to do so, nor to appoint a deputy to do it 

But though our sober First l^ught teaches us that ihis is the course 
pointed otit by Consistency and Honor, in the relations in which we 
ind (mrselves, and with the views we are compelled to take of ihem, 
our sober Second l^ught satisfies us that it is not coaly the only Eight, 
but the only Expedient <me fi»r us to pursue. We believe that no 
great moral, or physical, revolution can be accomplished except by 
men who act up to their highest ideas of Right in the matter with which 
ihe revolution is concerned. In other words, that it is not Expedient 
for a man to do, for any object whatever, what he thinks to be Wrong. 
We think that our method is the one which common sense, rightly un- 
derstood, and history, as £u- as it has any analo^es to o£fer, indicate as 
the true one. 

The Abolition of Slavery presupposes a Revolution. It will be a 
Revolution. Fot it will radically overthrow and reconstruct the Insti- 
tutions of the Nation. It may be a Revolution fought out on Marston 
Moors or Bunker Hills, or its victories may be won on the logomachio 
fields of parliamefttary debate, and decided by aye and no, and not by 
bayonet and sabre. It may be a Revolution like that which struck off 
the head of Monarchy before White Hall in 1649, <» it may be one 
like that which virtually annihilated the House of Lords, as a substan- 
tive independent branch of the Government, in the adjoining Parlia- 
ment House, in 1832. But, come in what shape it may, it will be a 
Revolution, and it wiU be brought about like all other Revolutions 
that the world has ever known. And how is that ? Solely by the 
change which had been gradually wrought in the feelings, the wishes, 
the ideas of the Nation, which was at once the object and the agent of 
the Revolution. It is the wholesome discontents, the righteous dissat- 
isfactions, arising in the minds of the people, in the presence of the 
abuses by which they find themselves surrounded, that drive men to 
embrace the alternative of Revolution. It is the men who first discern 
these abuses, who fan these discontents, who foment these dissatisfac- 
tions, that are the true movers of the Revolution, and not those who 
become prominent when it first begins to take unto itself form and 
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proportion. It was not Oromwell that struck off the head of Charles. 
He was but the creature of the men who, for more than a century had 
been trying, first, to Beform the Church, and next to Reform the 
Reformation, and who had encountered torture, confiscation, exile and 
death in their course. It was not Otis, nor Adams, nor Washington, 
that made the Reyolution of 1776. They but obeyed the impulse 
which had swept down to them over Leyden and over PlymouA, 
from those old times of Puritan resistance to Power in defence 
of Rights. It was not Earl Grey that palsied the House of Lords 
by the touch of the Reform Bill. He only executed the purpose 
which had been strengthening in the English Mind for a half century, 
and for encouraging which Hardy and Hobne Tooke and Thelwall 
were tried for their lives not forty years before. He received the 
Gurter for accomplishing what they narrowly escaped the Halter for 
attempting. 

Now it is precisely this necessary part in tibe true American Revolu- 
tion which the Abolitionists of the American Anti-Slavery Society are 
engaged in performing. They are compelling the attention of the 
people to the actual state of the facjts and institutions in the midst of 
which they live. They are applying the truths, urging the arguments, 
appealing to the hearts and to the highest material interests of ike 
Nation, which go to create that determination in the general mind 
which stops not short of Revolution. They are arousing the Consciences 
and awakening the Passions of great masses of men, which, when . 
aroused and awakened, sweep onward with irresistible sway to their 
design. Slavery exists in this country, and governs it, because the 
People choose to have it so. Because they have no lively sense of thte 
atrocity of the Slave System nor of their own guilt in consenting to it. 
Because they doubt whether, on the whole, they may not be better off 
with Slavery than they would be after the exertion necessary to destroy 
it, or to remove themselves from their support of it. Because, like all 
mankind before them, they will long choose to ** bear the ills Aey 
have " rather than take the trouble and incur the risk of i^orming 
them. This vis inertia has to be overcome in every case of fteform^ 
tion or of Revolution. And this is what we are doing. This moral 
lethargy and insensibility is to be disturbed and alarmed. And, if 
we may believe our enemies, we have done thjs part of our Work, or 
rather have begun to do it, tolerably well. Until this is done, no 
great political change can be effected. When the gr^at body of a 
Nation is thoroughly aroused and fully in earnest to abate an abuse 
10 
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or evil institation, be it even the institation of its own Gbyenunent, it 
is sure to do its pleasure. 

When the people of the Northern States are as determined that 
Slavery shall no longer exist by theur consent or their cooperation, as the 
Puritans and their descendants in England and America were to obtain 
the purposes of their successiye Revolutions, and as the British Nation 
was to secure Catholic Emancipation, Parliamentary Eeform, West 
India Emancipation and Free Trade in Food, they will find ways and 
means of carrying their determination into effect. They may be trusted 
to find the weapons of their warfare, if the spirit can but be breathed 
into them. And until they are so prepared, it is quite in vain to 
expect to hasten their motions by the manoeuvres of small parties and 
the tactics of pinioned politicians. The Whig or the Democratic party, 
or both together, will do the will of the People, when that will is 
formed and resolute, as well as the Free Soil Party itself. We rejoiced 
at the formation of that party, as we do at its occasional successes, 
both for the proofs they afford that we have done something, and for 
the assistance they give us in our own work. We think the occasional 
election of a Representative or a Senator of consequence, not for any- 
thing they can do for the overthrow of Slavery, in Congress, but 
because of the Agitation of the subject which the strifes attending 
their elections, or their faint and ineffectual struggles on the floor, 
create in the country. ' We believe that if the energy wasted on those 
^ elections, and in t]K>se futile attempts, was concentrated on the creation 
of the public sentiment, which is supreme and despotic everywhere, 
the end would come far more quickly. But we are content to receive 
help in whatever form it may approach us, though we cannot accept 
it as the sufficient remedy. 

OuB Philosophy. 

It is now near three thousand years since the Hebrew Prophet put 
into rememberable verse the truth that "there is no peace to the 
wicked." The history of mankind ever since, as well as always 
before, has confirmed the truth of the apothegm, and yet mankind 
seem as far off from receiving it as when Isaiah first uttered it in the 
ears of unbelieving Israel. Indeed, one would judge, from the care 
with which they seek to preserve and protect their crimes, that they 
esteem them^he things that do most pertain unto their peace instead of 
being essentially incompatible with it. Peace is what all nations, as 
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well as aU men, pursue as the main condition of happiness ; not peace as 
distinguished from war merely, but the quiet enjoyment of possessions 
and institutions, and freedom from disturbance or alarm with regard to 
them. Yet how few either of men or nations recognize the truth that 
righteousness — a scrupulous observance of moral obligations and a 
carfeful regard to all the rights of others — is indispensable to this 
peace and safety. Few men, indeed, and no nations, have advanced 
to the perception of these axioms on which depend the solution of all 
moral and political problems. Or rather, perhaps, they have an in- 
stinctive feeling that what is good in their customs and laws will take 
care of itself, while it is the evil that is in them that calls for nurture 
and protection. Certainly, they appear to cling to their vices and 
their mischiefs as if they were all that made existence a blfessing. 

There are not many persons in this country who boldly avow that 
Slavery is a blessing per se, and therefore to be cherished and defended. 
Indeed, the great mass of the self-constituted expounders of popular 
opinion, in the North at least, profess to regard it as a moral evil and 
an abstract wrong. And yet what has been the burden of national 
political action and of the answering responses of press and pulpit for 
years, and especially for the last eighteen months, but the duty of non- 
interference with this evil and wrong, and denunciation of those who 
are aiming their blows at it. The American People have been at issue 
with the Almighty for the last sixty years, if the son of Amoz rightly 
expressed the Divine Mind. ** There is no peac^, saith my God, to. 
the wicked !'* ^* The country must have peace," saith Daniel Web- 
ster, and the cry is re-echoed through the land. But how? By 
strengthening the bands of wickedness and agreeing to be even worse 
than our fathers, in the days of their comparative ignorance, engaged 
for us that we should be ! Now the battle is joined, and we shall see 
which of the combatants will prevail. We have no fears as to the 
result. Although the odds often seem to the eyes that look only on 
the outward appearance against the success of the Truth, yet they that 
be with her are more than they that be against her, as is always found 
in the issue of the battle. We do not believe that there is any Titanic 
power in that '' least erected " as well as most impious and cruel of 
fiends which the American people now exalt above all that is called 
(rod, that can depose the Ruler of the Universe and bring his counsels 
to naught. 

In every attempt to remove political or moral evils, the days of dark- 
ness are many. Men say things shall be forever as they now are. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



76 

What can change the front of oppoeitkm that now langea iteelf agamst 
the iUght ? The great Statesmen, the eminent Divines, the reverend 
Judges, the learned Lawyers, the wealthy Landholders and Merchants 
are all banded together to repel Innovation and to hinder these latter 
days from being made better than those oi old. Bot the Earth goes 
on revolving roond the Son ; decay and change and death pursue their 
inevitable course ; the strong man grows old and dies ; the child is 
bom and grows up ; the condition of flux and efflux never ceases ; and 
lo I ere men are aware, all things are become new. Fresh eyes k)ok 
upon the world and it is changed. How looked the chances tlu^ the 
Slave Trade would ever be branded as Piracy, to the contemporaries 
oi Clarkson ? What was the reasonable probability of entire Emanci- 
pation when the Skve Trade was put under the ban of Civilizati^m? 
And yet more than a generation has passed away since the first was 
accomplished, and one has more than half grown up since the last was 
«OQi]^ete. Men yet live who remember when Pbhstlt was mobbed 
for heading ofHuions which are now those of the governing majority in 
England, and when Attorney Oeneral Scott ^as trying to hang Habpt 
and HoRNE Tooki for doctrines which make Prime Ministers now. Li 
1793 Fox declined joining the Society of the Friends of the People 
on the ground that '* though he saw great and enormous abuses in the 
Representation in Parliament, he confessed that he did not see the 
remedy." Shebidan £ad no more faith than Fox in the feasibility of 
Parliamentary Befi^rm, and advocated Annual Parliaments and Uni- 
versal Suffrage because the subject was thus opened without the possi- 
bility of being closed by success. And yet the next Parliament will 
count among its members men bom since the bloodless B>evoluti<Hi of 
1832. 

The history of our own country is full of the same sort of instruo- 
tipn. What likelihood was there a century ago that in twenty-five 
years the American Colonies would be tnmsformed into the United 
States ? How few discerned the remote beginnings and dim prognos- 
tications of the American war ! When Mr. Garrison first preached 
the doctrine of Lnmediate Emancipation twenty years ago, who would 
have believed that at this time there would be a recognized Bepresen- 
tation, (accepted as such by the Skve Power,) in the Senate and 
House of Bepresentatives at Washington, (^ the Idea which was then 
counted of men as foolishness? Who would have dreamed &at 
Slavery, a topic which all men seemed agreed to ignore, would be the 
great and absorbing theme of thought and of action, in so few short 
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years ? Tdetmg eharaeters, trying opinions, separating the precions 
j&om the vile, and showing the wodk of religions professions and polit- 
ical pretences ? Yet this is but the beginning of the end. Where in 
ten shcfft years will be the men that now, lords of tiie scene, strut their 
little hour upcm the stage ? Oalhoitn has abeady had his exit, and 
the curtain has fallen upon him. In ten years Webstsb, Clat, Ben- 
ton, Houston, Cass, almost all the prominent men in public life, will 
have passed away in the due course of nature, from the stage of aJB&irs, 
though tiiey may still linger, lagging veterans, upon tiliat of life. Who 
are to take their places ? God knows. But we know that the school 
in which men are now trained for the arena is very dISferent from the 
one that formed the passing generation of politicians. Great Ideas 
are abroad challenging the enoouflter of youth. Angels wrestle with 
men of this generation, as witii the patriarch of old, and it is their own 
&ult if they do not compel ablessing from them ere they depart. In 
ihe earlier days of the Bepublic there were Principles which elevated 
men into Statesmen ; then followed a generation when Policies dwarfed 
^em into Politieians. Principles are again in the field, — Principles 
upon the prevalence of which depends the settlement of the question 
of the fitaiess of this People to govern themselves. They are to work 
out the problem whether we are capable of a true Republic, or whether 
the ridiculous mockery of one which insults ^nd debases us is the best 
that we are fit for. 

We have faith that there is yet stamina enough in the People, at 
least of the Northern States, to throw off this cruel distemperature. 
We believe that men will not consent to be degraded by such a com- 
panionship as that of Slavery, forever — that they will eitjier destroy it or 
come out and be separate from it. We do not expect that this consum- 
mation will be^ brought about soon or suddenly. The Slaveholders 
have an apparent advantage ; but it is only apparent. The odds 
against them are terrible, and they know it. Their very desperation 
shows that they know it They have the American Government, the 
American Pulpit^ the American Press on tiieir side ; but the Human- 
ity, the Christianity of the Nadon and of the World is {^inst them. 
Never before was there so plmn a contest between Tyranny, Ignorance, 
Barbarism and Freedom, Knowledge, Civilization, with the whole 
world looking on. The method of the battle we cannot foretell ; but 
of the final victory we are assured. It will be a desperate, it may be 
a bloody fight ; but the result is not doubtful. The philosophy of its 
progress thus far may not be inaptly described in the noble language 
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of Ebseixb, in the House of Commons, speaMng of that of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, prophetic words of truth in both cases: — *^The 
cause was to be put down at all events, and all who maintained it 
were to be stigmatized, persecuted and oppressed. But the insolence 
with which the hopeful changes of the rising world were denounced 
within these walls, is an awful lesson to mankind. It has taught that 
there is an arm fighting against the oppressors of Freedom stronger 
than any arm of flesh, and that the great progressions of the world, in 
spite of the confederacies of power and the conspiracies of corruption, 
move on with a steady pace and arrive in the end at a happy and glo- 
rious consummation ! " 

Our Faith. 

Nations, as well as individuals, have their successive stages of devel- 
opment. First, that of Faith ; next, that of inquiry ; and third, that 
of action. The child takes for granted whatever is told him. By and 
by, he begins to question whether or not these things are so. And, at 
last, he is impelled to cast about to see what he can do to put them 
right. In the infancy of nations, the mass of the people accept the 
institutions they find existing as necessary and perhaps divine. Expe- 
rience leads them by degrees to doubt their absolute perfection. A 
sense of abuses, sooner or later, prompts them to seek for remedies. 
This is the progress of all revolutions. We live in the midst of the 
second stage of the revolution that is going on around us. After the 
Revolution of 1776 had been completed by the Constitution of 1789, 
the people, generally, settled down to accept its own statement of itself. 
There were doubts and jealousies, in the earlier time, lest the rights of 
the several States might be infringed upon, on the one hand ; and on 
the other, lest the licentiousness of the common people should render 
life and property insecure, without the restraint of a strong centraliza- 
tion. Both these forms of fear gradually disappeared. The internal 
management of the domestic afiairs of the States went on well enough, 
without much molestation from the Greneral Government, and it was 
found that the general distribution of property, in the Free States, at 
least, was a sufficient guarantee against Agrarian and anarchical laws. 
And so the nation, on the whole, grew to be content to receive the 
flatteries of their Fourth of July Sophists as current coin, and to be- 
lieve themselves the most free, enlightened, independent and magnifi- 
cent people on the face of the earth. 
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This was the state of the public mind a quarter of a century ago. 
Mr. Moneoe's ** Era of Good feeling " was then begun. By the very 
simple process of shutting their eyes to what they did not wish to see, 
and opening them very wide to all that gratified their vanity and fed 
their self-esteem, the American People were in a very beatific state of 
mind. It is no wonder that they flew into such a rage with Garrison 
and the early 'Abolitionists for waking them from their blissful dream. 
Who would like to be told that they were the subjects of a loathsome 
malady, that was sapping their strength, imdermining their constitu- 
tion and turning their beauty to ashes, when Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Everett, and multitudes of logocrats besides, had convinced them that 
they were in the enjoyment of the most robust health and rejoicing 
strength ? Their philosophy was that it was not the existence of an 
evil, but its being talked about, that was to be dreaded. 

" As tlie owner of a foul disease 
To keep it from divulging, lets it feed 
Even on the pith of Hfe." 

But it was in vain to be angry. The fact had been stated. The 
ulcerous place was pointed out ; the only radical cure indicated ; the 
second stage of inquiry and investigation was fairly begun. Ever since 
that time the matter of Slavery has been perpetually before the eyes of 
the nation. They have not been able to wink it out of sight. It 
would obtrude itself into Congress and into Churches. It unseated 
members of the one ai^d of the other, and perplexed the chief priests 
and the rulers equally. 

Now the Abolitionists are not, as yet, a popular body of men. They 
^e not generally well spoken of. But, whatever may be their infirmi- 
ties, or their shortcomings, they have done one thing. They have set 
the American people arthinking. Yea, more ; they have set them 
quarrelling. A most necessary condition for people to pass through 
who had been living together in imanimous and self-satisfied wicked- 
ness. It is an essential part of Repentance. It is a stage of that con- 
viction of sin which must precede Regeneration. The fact of the Abo- 
litionists not being popular is nothing to. the purpose. Or, rather, it is 
most materially to the purpose, inasmuch as it is a proof that they have 
done their work well. They who make others uncomfortable in their 
minds, bodies or estates, are not usually well-beloved, until the benefi- 
cent purpose of the disturbance has wrought itself out. Popularity 
was not precisely the end they had in view when they set out ; so they 
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are not oonoemed at having miaBed it The distarbance ci the apalhy 
oi the general mind by the recital of the &ctB, and the exposure of the 
designs of Skvery was their purpose, and to its aocomplishment they 
haye applied themselyes with what means and energies they conld 
command. 

The effects of the stimolos thus given to the American mind have 
been seen in the very fury of the antagonism it has excited. The An- 
nexation of Texas, the Mexican Piracy, the Oompromise Measures, the 
Fugitive Skve Law, are all necessary parts of the present stage of the 
nation's history. Is Slavery any the safer because it has thought these 
measures necessary to its security ? Would it have been nearer its 
catastrophe, had the acquiescence and quietism of the North rendered 
them superfluous ? All these things lead, of necessity, to provoke 
thought, to arouse attention, to excite indignation and to prepare the 
way for ^e next and inevitable stage of Action. Every attempt to 
suppress agitation has only multiplied it. The memorable events of 
Christiana and Syracuse, and others which will, questionless, follow in 
their train, are a part of the process by which the Mind of the Nation 
is to be educated up to the point of Abolition. While, all the time, 
Mr. Webstbb, and Mr. Fillmobb, and Mr. Choatb are going about 
telling the people that the Union is in danger and exhorting them to 
save it. As if there were any more effectual way of setting them to 
weighing it and calculating whether it be worth saving or not I 

The third stage of our history, that of Action, will come in due time. 
What shape it will take, by what machine the god that is to disentangle 
this knot will descend upon the stage, remains to be revealed. It is 
none of our business, who are but the heralds and harbingers of him 
that is to come, to pry into the details oi his mismon. Our duty is, by 
Mthfal cooperation to make straight his path. When he will come is 
also hidden from our eyes, but we have fidth in the signs which tell 
that he is at hand. The mighty passions which are abroad in the land ; 
the desperate struggle between the Wealth and Ideas of the Nation, 
the ServiHty and Selfishness which are bringing contempt upon Chris- 
tianity and Eepublicanism, all speak of coming change. Bepose is 
what all despots long for. The Order that reigns in Warsaw ia the 
object of every tyraftit's aspirations. Have even the kings and kaisers 
of Europe compassed it ? Have all the standing armies, the Censor- 
sorships of the Press, the knout, the dungeon, or Siberia, been sufficient 
to keep the immaterial thought, which is the prophet of things to come, 
from practising its mighty alchemy in its secret cell ? Imitative as we 
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are of the Old World tyrannies, and gladly as our rulers at Washington 
wonld vie with Pope or Emperor in crushing thought and strangling 
opinion, it is luckily beyond their power. Slavery has not yet suc- 
ceeded in establishing its censorship and its espionage in the Free 
States. Supple as its tools have shown themselves, and ready as they 
would be to do this, if they dared, they have not yet dared to make the 
attempt. The very selfishness of the Anglo-Saxon race would array 
itself against it. With freedom of thought, freedom of speech and free- 
dom of the press, it will be the fault of this generation of Abolitionists 
if they do not maintain that wholesome agitation which is necessary to 
create the life and strength that is to prepare the nation for the final 
and crowning process of this chapter of its history. 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President 
Edmund Quincy, Corresponding Secretary. 
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BBPORT. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Account of Beceipti into the Treatury of the Mass. Anti-Slavery 
Society, from Janvuiry 1, 1851, to January 1, 1852. 

From proceeds of National Anti-Slayery Bazaar, in Boston, - $2,405 53 

« « Fair, at Blackstone, - 210 00 

«* " " Leominster, - 91 20 

collections at .Annual Meeting in Boston, .... 357 91 

** N. £. A. S. Convention, in Boston, - - 431 09 

Plymouth Female A. S. Society, part proceeds of Fair, - * 175 00 

collections at Fourth of July celebration, in Abington, - 44 44 

" First of August celebration, in Worcester, - 72 28 
« meeting for reception of Geo. Thompson, in Boston, 34 00 
«• •• •♦ «* " Worcester, 53 24 

West Brookfield Anti-Slavery Society, to redeem pledge, 50 00 

Concord Female " •• . ... 40 00 

Essex Coimty " ««.... 9 94 

Weymouth A. S. Society, to redeem pledge, and for donation, 133 00 

Old Colony Anti-Slavery Society, at sundry times, - - 79 01 

Norfolk County " " 16 38 

Portland " " 5 00 

Hingham " ««...-.- 5 OO 

Plymouth County" •« 5 27 

collections by Agents, and donations from, individuals in Jan'y, 677 80 

" " « «< FeVy, 90 00 

" " " " March, 421 55 

" " " " April, 74 53 

" " «« " May, 135 26 

" •• ♦« " June, 62 91 

" " " " July, 240 78 

" " " " Aug., 120 35 

" " " " Sept., 116 41 

" " " " Oct., 32 56 

" " « " Nov., 486 14 

" " " " Dec., 219 91 



Whole amount pf Receipts, ... 
Add balance in Treasury, January 1, 1851, - 

Making a total of 



$6,896 19 
98 23 

$6,994 42 
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Account of Disbursements during the same period, namely : 

Paid Expenses of Annual Meeting, $122 15 

** Treasurer of American A. S. Society, per order of the Board, 3,005 23 

** Printing and Paper for 500 copies Annual Beport, - - 110 46 

" Expenses of New England Anti-Slavery Convention, - 84 59 
" " Reception Meetings of Geo. Thompson, in Boston 

and Worcester, 78 55 

" Soiree expenses given Geo. Thompson on his return home, 96 12 

" Expenses of Fourth of July celebration, at Abington, - 30 50 

" " First of August celebration, at Worcester, - 58 26 

«* Office rent and taxes, 21 Comhill, 277 51 

" Printing bills during the year, ----- 24 00 

** 50 copies Liberator, for members of Congress, - - - 22 50 

" Austin Bearse, for services and expenses, - - - 10 45 

" R. P. WaUcut, for services as Agent and Secretary, - - 392 88 

" S. May, Jr., for services as General Agent, - - - 800 00 

" " expenses while travelling, - - - - 64 49 

" Chas. C. Burleigh, for services and expenses as Lecturing Agent, 124 28 

" Cyrus M. Burleigh, " " " " «« 5 00 

" Wm. L. Garrison, " " « *« « 52 36 

" Parker PiUsbury, " «« «« «« « 310 05 

" Lewis Pord, <« « « « « 25 03 

" Daniel Foster, for services, - - - - - - 10 00 

** Lucy Stone, for services and expenses as Lecturing Agent, 192 27 

" J. J. Locke, " " *" ** " - 73 80 

♦« George W. Putnam, «« ♦• «• " 264 08 

" William H. Fish, " " " " - 33 50 

«* S. S. and A. K. Foster, «« " " «• 174 29 

" A. J. Grover, ** " « " - 32 02 

Total amount of Disbursements, . . - $6,454 35 
Balance remaining in Treasury, January 1, 1852, - 540 07 

$6,994 42 
(E. E.) S. PHILBRICK, 

Treasurer Mass, A, S» Society. 
Bbooklike, January 1, 1852. 



Boston, January 11, 1852. 
I have examined this account of the Treasurer, and find it correct and 
properly vouched. 

EDMUND JACKSON, Auditor. 
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TWENTIETH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The Twentieth Annual Meeting of the Massachttsetts Anti-Slatebt 
Society was held in Boston, on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, January 
28th, 29th and 30th, 1852. 

The meeting commenced at the Melodeon, on the first-named day, and 
was called to order at 10^ o'clock, by the President, Fbakois Jackson. 

CoBNELius Bkamhall and Samttel Mat, Jr., were chosen Assistant 
Secretaries. 

Opportunity for vocal or silent prayer being given, prayer was offered by 
John M. Spbab, of Boston. 

Sahuel Philbrick:, Treasxirer of the Society, made his Annual Report of 
Receipts and Expenditures. The whole amoimt of Receipts for the year 
was $6,994.42. Expenditures, $6,454.35. Balance remaining in the Treas- 
ury, January 1st, 1852, $640.07. The Report was certified by the Auditor 
of the Society, Edmund Jackson, as having been examined, and found cor- 
rect and duly vouched.' 

On motion of 0. Bbamhall, tiie Import was accepted, by a unanimous 
vote. 

Voted, That Committees on Business, on Finance, and on the Nomination 
of Officers for the ensuing year, be nominated by the Chair. 

The following persons were nominated a Committee on Business, and 
chosen : — 

William Lloyd Gaiuuson, Wendell Phillips, Chables C. Bubleigh, 
Chables L. Remond, Pabkeb PiLLSBirBT, John M. Sfeab, Daniel Fosteb, 
Lucy Stone. Sabah H. Ebnst, of Cincinnati, Ohio, was afterwards added. 

The following were nominated,' and chosefi, a Committee of Finance : — 

Lewis Fobd, James N. Bxtffxtm, Nathaniel B. Spoonbb, Elbbidgb 
Spbague. 

The Chair was taken by Effingham L. Capbon, of Worcester, one of the 
Vice Preeidents of the Society. 
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Edmund Qdincy, on behalf of the Board of Managers, presented their 
Annual Report, from which he read copious extracts. The Report gaye a 
detailed sketch of the history of the cause, and of the operations of the 
Society, during the year past. 

On motion, Votedt That the Report be laid on the table, and printed. 

Wendell Phillips, from the Business Committee, reported the following 
Resolutions : — 

1. Resolved, That, as citizens of Boston and the Conunonwealth, we record 
oxir deep disapprobation and indignant protest against the surrender of 
Thomas Sims by this city, its sanction of the cowardly and lying policy of 
the police, its servile and volimteer zeal in behalf of the man-hunters, and 
its deliberate, wanton and avowed violation of the Ikws of the Common- 
wealth, for the basest of all purposes, — Slavetrading, selling a free man into 
bondage, that State Street and Milk Street might make money. 

2. Resolved, That the circumstances of the case will not allow us to believe 
that this infamous deed was the act of the City Government merely ; and 
then, as Boston-bom men, some of us, comforting ourselves in the reflection, 
that the fawning sycophant who disgraced the Mayor's chair was not bom 
on the peninsula whose fair fame he blotted, but all the facts go to show, 
that in this, as in all his life, he was only the easy and shuffling tool of the 
moneyed classes, and therefore too insignificant to be remembered with any 
higher feeUng than contempt. 

3. Resolved* That we cherish a deep and stem indignation toward the 
judges of the Commonwealth, whose personal cowardice, pitiful subserviency, 
utter lack of official dignity and entire disregard of their oaths witnessed, in 
silence, the violation of laws they were bound to enforce, and disgraced the 
Bench once honored by the presence of a Sedgwick and a Sewall. 

4. Resoked, That we do not forget, in estimating the character of the pro- 
fessed churches of Boston, that through the whole of this diEonal and melan- 
choly night of infEany* they upheld a merciless people in the execution of an 

ii[i>iTiTTnft-n law. 

5. Resolved, That, in the rescue of Shadrach, the manly and successful 
resistance to Gorsuch and his bloodhounds, and the noble attitude of the dty 
of Syracuse, we see cheering evidence that the love of Liberty and the rev- 
erence for Law have not died out in the land. 

6. Resolved, That when we consider the critical state of parties and the 
public mind in relation to Slavery, the feeifal struggle going on^tween the 
principles of liberty and those of a merciless despotism, the friends of the 
one being a Spartan band, and those of the other a Persian host ; when we 
consider, also, the anxious expectation with which the coming of Louis 
Kossuth was watched, the momentous weight attached to his lightest word, 
his eloquent professions of dev6tion to the principles of impartial liberty, 
and to being governed by the higher law of humanity and universal free- 
dom, and his position as the recognised leader of one-half of the reformers 
of Europe, we are forced to regard his course in relation to American Slavery, 
his unqualified eulogies of our Constitution and its present administration, his 
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incUscxiininate praise of our leading statesmen, his endorsement, in such 
glowing terms, of the Mexican war," his purposed and pledged silence on the 
infamous system of human bondage, his uncalled for and ungenerous, if not 
cowardly, rebuke of a fellow-countryman, the editor of an American press^ 
for his opposition to the monstrous provisions of the Fugitive Slave Bill, and 
his hardly disguised censure of the Abolitionists, — as falsehood to his high 
professions, treason to the cause of humanity and human rights, injurious to 
the nation he seeks to aid,* fatal to his own £ame, in wordly phrase " worse 
than a crime, a folly," if he supposes such a course will give him either sin- 
cere sympathy or effective aid ; and an added blot on the dark brow of 
American Slavery, that she has succeeded in melting in the lap of her 
temptations another of the great historic names of the ^e, and left him to 
« grind in the mill *' of her infamous service. 

The time of the morning session having expired, the Society adjotimed to 
24 o'clock, P. M. 



WEDNfiSi>!A.Y — Afternoon Session. "" 

Met according to adjournment, the President in the Chair. The Resolu- 
tions reported in the morning being in order, George W. Putnam, one of 
the lecturing agents of the Society^ spoke in their support, including .soip.e 
accoimt of his experience as a lecturer. He spoke of the high satisfaction 
and great benefit he had received, while accompanying that eloquent and 
fearless advocate of the cause, Gbobge Thompson, into the State of New 
York and Canada, during the early part of last year. He also adverted to 
the various successes he had had, while laboring as an agent in the States of 
Maine and Massachusetts. 

Pabkeb Pillsbuby, of New Hampshire, spoke in support of the Resolur - 
tionsy and expressed the hope that the Society, whose annivexsaxy celebra- r 
tion was then commencing, would prove tru^ to its 4iuty; that,, it wpu^ 
meet the great and crying wants of the country, teaching the way of life, of 
freedom, and of salvation to the thousands and tens of thousands, who have 
outgrown the bonds of sect and party, who have thrown off the chains of 1^ 
dead church and a heartless religion, and are struggling to come into the 
true light and to the tru^ worship of God. 

John Band, of Miltto, said he responded very lieartily to what had been 
said, though his friend Pillsbury had used some expressions which might 
be misunderstood. He said he was, he hoped, a Christian ; he had aimed to 
be such ; he hoped to die such ; and. because he was a Christian^ he .was 
therefore an AboUtionist. Por fifteen years, he had been in sympathy with 
this Society ; but he desired to-day to confess his short-comings in duty ; 
he felt he had not long to live, and he^was resolved to devote himself more 
fully and entirely to his work as a Christian and an Abolitionist. Look on 
me, he said, aU of you, and hear me avow myself an Abolitionist, a Mend 
and reader of the Liberator, who admires and loves the pure Christian doe- 
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trine which the LiberaioT mamtaiiis, (although often denounced as infidel,) 
and witness my Tesolye to devote myself more completely to the Anii- 
Slavery work, ready to bear the reproach of Christ and of the tmth, botlL 
within and without the camp. 

Pabkeb Pillsbubt said a few words by way of explanation. When mis- 
sionaries go to foreign lands, and denounce the idolatrous practices there 
prevailing, they do not feel bound frequently to stop and say. But under- 
stand me. Mends ; when I denounce your idolatry and cannibalism, I do 
not mean to denounce pure religion, or anything else that is good. So here. 
We have a religion in this coimtry. Men all around call it Christianity — 
and that religion is protecting under its ample^ folds sins and sinners of the 
vilest stamp. It is apologizing for, and bringing the names of God and of 
Christ to justify, the grossest abominations, the most terrible wrongs against 
man, and the most flagrant contempt of the laws of Grod. When we de- 
nounce this thing, is it necessary to explain that we do not mean to denounce 
the truth of God and the righteousness of Christ? 

John M. Spbab detailed some of his own experiences as a laborer in behalf 
of the prisoner. He had met with many professed Christians, — ministers 
and others, — who would give him no aid, and would not permit him to 
speak for the prisoner in their pulpits, because he was a Mend of Wendell 
Phillips and Theodo&e Pakker. 

Chables C. Bukleioh said he was well pleased with the advice often 
given us by many, who profess to have made great attainments in religion, 
that we should conduct our reform in a Christian way. What is a " Chris- 
tian way " ? Listen to Jesus, when he arraigns the Church and religious 
teachers of his day as hypocrites and criminals ; not going into the kingdom 
of heaven themselves, and hindering those who would go ; a generation of 
vipers, &c. We are told, too, that the Church must reform the world. In- 
deed ! Is the Church which upholds Slavery, and other kindred wrongs, 
the fit power to rid the world of those wrongs ? The Church which is to 
reform the world, we have been taught, is one against which the gates of 
hell shall not prevail, not one which becomes itself the advocate of the worst 
doctrines of hell. The true Church must drive its ploughshare deep under 
the foundations of that Church which is the ** chief bulwark of American 
Slavery." 

Adjourned to 7i o'clock P. M. 

WEDNESDAY— Evening Session 

Edmund Quincy, one of the Vice Presidents, in the Chair. 

The Resolutions before the Society were read by the Secretary. 

Parker PiLLSBtTRT and Wendell Phillips spoke ably and eloquently in 
their support. 

[Note. On accoimt of full phonographic reports having been taken of 
the addresses made on this and the subsequent evenings, Hie Secretaries 
refrain from given even an outline.] 

Adjourned to Thursday morning, 10 o'clock. 
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THURSDAY— Morning Session. 

Met at the Melodeoii) according to adjournment. 

The President) in accordance with a previous vote, nominated the follow- 
ing persons a Committee to report a suitable list of Officers of the Society 
for the ensuing year, and they were chosen said Committee : — 

Edmund Quincy, of Norfolk Coimty ; Effingham L. Capron, of Worces- 
ter County ; William Ashby, of Essex Coamty ; Geo&oe W. Simonds, of 
Middlesex County ; Willla.m Durfee, of Bristol Coimty ; Johnson Dayee, 
of Plymouth Coimty ; Addison Evekett, of Hampshire County ; Joshua 
H. Bobbins, jof Barnstable Coimty ; Jasper H. York, of Suifolk County ; 
Francis Wood, of Hampden County. 

The Kesolutions reported by the Business Committee being in order, 'the 
meeting was addressed by Nathaniel H. Whiting, of Marshfield. 

Mrs. Redlon, of Rhode Island, spoke of the injurious influence of many 
of the Boston Churches ; and adduced the instance of a young friend of 
hers, who had been so corrupted in principle by the preaching of the Baptist 
Churches with which he was connected, as to come to the support of the 
Fugitive Slave Law, which he had viewed with abhorrence, and had con- 
demned as inhimian and unchristian, when first enacted. 

Wendell Phillips, from the Business Committee, reported the two fol- 
lowing Resolutions : — 

Resolved, That all friends of the cause, in attendance at these sessions, be 
requested to contribute the simi of one dollar each, or such other sum as 
may be in their power, toward the necessary expenses of this Annual Meet- 
ing — for which purpose they will be called upon, from time to time, by the 
members of the Finance Committee. 

Resolved, That we urge upon all the Mends of the cause immediate and 
earnest attention to meet the exigencies of the time, by taxing themselves, 
and appealing to those about them for more ample means, to send the living 
lecturer and the printed page throughout a land now awaking, as ours is, to 
the momentous importance of the Slave question. 

After a few words upon the subject, Mr. Phillips moved that the consid- 
eration of the second of these two resolutions be made the special business 
for to-morrow morning, at lli^ o'clock. Adopted, unanimously. 

W. L. Garrison referred to what a previous speaker had said of Moses 
Stuart, of Andover, lately deceased. What eulogies have been poured out 
upon this man ! and yet who merits the severest censure, more than the 
man who taxed his ingenuity to find a sanction in the Bible for Slavery, who 
declared that even in the fourth commandment Slavery was provided for, 
and who had exerted his great influence to reconcile the American people to 
the Fugitive Slave Law ? 

Mr. G, next spoke of the course which Louis Kossuth had pursued, since 
12 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 APPENDIX. 

he had been in this country ; professing to be a Mend of universal freedom* 
and yet steadfeistly refusing to see the three million, two hundred thousand 
Slaves in the land, or say one word for them, but pouring forth unmeasured 
and most extravagant eulogies on our country and its government. Mr. G. 
pronounced him a parasite, and recreant to the cause of liberty. He said that 
there were twelve States in this Union, whose united population was only 
equal to the whole number of Slaves in the Union. Suppose the Slaves to 
be transferred thither, and to take the place of the present inhabitants ; 
twelve entire States would be politically annihilated. Yet Kossuth calls 
ours a Land of Freedom ! 

Mr. G. referred to the recent case of kidnapping a colored girl from Ches- 
ter County, Pennsylvania, and the death (doubtless the murder) of Joseph 
C. Miller, from whose house the girl was stolen, and who had gone to Bal- 
timore to endeavor to save her. Between Baltimore and his home, his body 
had been found, with marks of violence upon it, suspended by two handker- 
chiefs to a tree. He read, also, from Bibb's Voice of the Fugitive, an accoimt 
of a Slave, Isaac Johnson, who with his wife and child endeavored to escape 
from Slavery. They were pursued, and overtaken in Indiana ; a shot from 
one of the pxirsuers killed their child, who was upon its mother's back, and 
the same shot took off part of her ear. They then turned and fought their 
pursuers, one of whom was killed, and the other fled. Seeing that their 
child was dead, and they could do it no good, they left it lying by the side 
of the dead man, and fled. They succeeded in reaching a land of freedom to 
them, imder the protection of a monarch's crown. Yet the Hungarian flat- 
terer is everywhere telUng what a liberty -loving nation this is ! 

Mr. Garrison then reviewed the present position of some of the promi- 
nent political leaders of the Union. 

LuNSFORD Lane, once a Slave, but for many years a resident in this neigh- 
borhood, (having purchased liis freedom,) made some very interesting re- 
marks. 

Wendell Phillips presented the following form of a Petition to the 
United States Senate, which he hoped would be generally signed, in the 
intervals of our sessions. 

To the Senate of the United States : — 

The undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, seeing that the attention of 
the Senate is turned towards the victims of despotic Governments and inhu- 
man laws, respectfully ask that you woiild consider the unhappy lot of 
Drayton and Sayres, inmates of the prisons of the District of Columbia, 
convicted of acts which all humanity, the wide world over, applauds, and 
which nothing but barbarous laws condemn ; and that you would take im- 
mediate measures for their relief. 

Voted, That the Eesolution on Kossuth be made the special subject of 
consideration this evening. 

Notice was given that, by request of the Board of Managers, Rev. Samuel 
Johnson, of Salem, woiild this afternoon deliver before the Society a lecture 
he had recently prepared for the Salem Anti- Slavery Lyceum. 

Adjourned to quarter before three o'clock. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 91 



THURSDAY— Afternoon Session. 

The President having called the Society to order, introduced to them Rev. 
Samuel Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson then pronounced his address on the Present Aspects of the 
Slavery Question in the United States. It was a masterly discussion of the 
questions of Law, Government and Conscience, in relation to Slavery. After 
which, the Society adjourned to the evening. 



THURSDAY— Evening Session. 

. The Society again met, according to adjournment, Edmund Quincy in the 
chair. 

The Sixth Resolution being in order for the evening, was supported, in an 
exceedingly able manner, by William L. Garrison and Wendell Phillips. 

Dr. Daniel Mann, of Boston,' defended Kossuth and the course he has 
pursued, — not as faultless, indeed, but on the whole, as good policy, and 
dictated by good motives. 

Charles C. Burleigh ably replied to Dr. Mann. 

Adjourned to Friday, at 1 6" o'clock, A. M. 



FRIDAY — Morning Session. 

The Society re-assembled, according to adjournment, at the Melodeon, and 
was called to order by the President. 

Mr. Garrison, from the Business Committee, reported the following Re- « 
solutions on AMcan Colonization : — 

7. Resolved, That among the many revolting spectacles presented to the 
world is the attempt to colonize the free colored population of this country 
in Africa, on account of their complexion ; while, at the same time, the op- 
pressed of all other nations, however poor and degraded, are permitted to 
come to these shores, and to share in all the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty. 

8. Resolved, That nothing can surpass the hypocrisy, injustice, effirontery 
and impiety of the American Colonization Society ; controlled, as it is, by 
Southern Slaveholders and Slave-breeders, and aided by Northern despisers 
and persecutors of our colored population ; pretending, as it does, the utmost 
concern for the elevation and improvement of the native Africans, while con- 
spiring for the degradation and enslavement of three millions and a half of 
colored Americans, so long as tliey remain here ; and organized, as it is, un- 
der the garb of philanthropy, to give greater security to the Slave system, 
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to enhance the value of Slave property, and to get rid of an injured and 
afflicted cla'*. 

9. Re Meed y That a true exemplification of the colonization spirit is seen 
in the rcient adoption of the State Constitution of Indiana, by which pains 
and penalties are imposed on the colored residents of that State, and the 
colored citizens of other States are prohibited from coming into Indiana. 

10. Resolvedy That this exclusion of colored citizens is not only cruel, but 
unconstitutional — not only inhuman, but treachery to the national compact ; 
and proves the religion and politics of Indiana to be a combination of cant 
and corruption, of hypocrisy and villany, of perfidy and ruffianism. 

11. Resolved f That the friends of impartial liberty should earnestly remon- 
strate, to the present Congress, against the appropriation of any moneys in 
the national treasury for the establishment of a line of mail steamships to the 
•western coast of Africa, having among its objects the expatriation of the free 
colored population of the United States — such an appropriation, for such an 
object, being palpably unconstitutional, and disgraceftd to the religion and 
humanity of our nation. 

And it was Voted, on motion of Mr. Oakrison, that the Resolutions be 
taken up this evening, at Faneuil HalL 

William H. Fish, of Hopedale, addressed the meeting, in a very earnest 
and interesting manner, chiefly upon the instrumentalities by which the 
Anti-Slavery work is to be carried forward and consummated. These, he 
said, are not weapons of force or violence, but they are moral and spiritual — 
those which are mighty through God to the pulling down of the strongholds 
of all wrong. The Church is to do the work ; not the American Church, 
bloody and defiled with crime, but that Church which is composed of all the 
true, just and good. " God is the only power who can do this work," we 
are told. True ; but not a distant God, superintending afar off machinery 
which he long ago set in motion ; but God incarnated in the lives of men, 
living in and aniwatiiig the souls of his childroi. 

Daniel Fosteb took up the resolution on Kossuth. He thought tiut 
Kossuth was not to be ranked with such a traitor as Daniel Websteb. In 
his own country, he had taken a very noble position for the freedom of aU ; 
Daniel Webster was taking a precisely opposite course. He likened Kos- 
suth to Horace Mann and Joshua R. Giddinos, laboring for the right, but 
yet too much compromised by their position as politicians. Kossuth had 
been contrasted with O'Connell, in regard to the stand each took as to 
American^ Slavery. On the particular question of American Slavery, Mr. F. 
admitted that O'Connell stood far before Kossuth ; but, as a whole man, he 
regarded him as far inferior. He expressed his opinion that O'Connell was 
a demagogue, taking money from the poor of Ireland for selfish ends. [Mr. 
F. was frequently interrupted during his remarks upon O'Connell ; but 
order was restored, and he concluded what he had to say.] 

The hour assigned for the resolution on funds having arrived, it was Voted, 
On account of reasons stated by Samuel Mat, Jr., to reconsider that as- 
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Bigmnent ; aad the hoxir of half-post three in the afternoon was assigned for 
that purpose. 

The discussion proceeded : Mabt C. Hinckley, in a few words, replying 
to Mr. Foster. 

Mr. Gabbison showed in how totally different a position Kossuth stood 
from Mann and Giddings, quoting such expressions of Ms as this : — ** You 
are a free and happy people ; there are no tyrants here." He vindicated Mr. 
O'CoNNELL from the charges of Mr. Foster. 

J. C. Cluer agreed with what Mr. Foster said about O'Connell, and 
charged Mr. O'Connell with having offered to send Irish regiments over to 
England to crush the Chartist movement. 

Mr. Garrison said he did not wish to dispute Mr. Cluer, but he would 
rather see this offer of Daniel O'Connell, in black and white. Mr. Cluer 
said he could produce it. 

Daniel Mann supported the view of O'Connell's disinterestedness and 
devotion to Ireland, which Mr. Garrison had taken. He again justified 
Kossuth's silence on American Slavery. 

Wendell Phillips, in some brief, but very conclusive remarks, defended 
Mr. O'Connell from the charges which had been made against him. 

Daniel Foster said the benefit of free discussion was now apparent. He 
had listened closely to the remarks which had been made ; he was now con- 
vinced that he had been wrong in his view of the character of ]^Ir. O'Con- 
nell, and he withdrew the charge of demagogue, &c., which he had made 
against him. [Great applause.] 

Charles C. Burleigh objected to what had been said by several speakers, 
yesterday and to-day, in regard to taking the lives of Slaveholders and kid- 
nappes. We ought not to do or say anything to encourage a bloodthirsty 
spirit. We could not be too careful to keep the cause from all suspicion of 
relying upon such methods. 

P. PiLLSBURY said he thought that those speakers, who had undertaken to 
defend Kossuth, had done more to damage his cause, and to show the weak- 
ness and wickedness of his position, than even those who had spoken against 
him. 

Adjourned to quarter before three o'clock. 



FBIDAY — Aftebnoon Session. 

The chair was taken by Effingham L. Capron. 

G. W. F. Mellen spoke in regard to Kossuth, and offered a long series of 
resolutions, upon which no action was projwsed. 

The hour of half-past three, assigned for the question of fonds, having 
arrived, the resolution on that subject was read by the Secretary, and was 
spoken to by Parker Pillsbuby and Nathaniel H. Whitino. 

Charles Spear explained the matter which had been referred to by Mr. 
Pillsbuby, that the two daughters of William W. Brown went to England 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94 APPENDIX. 

with him, on board the British mail steamer, as servants. The ag^it of the 
steamer refused to take them as passengers, and would allow them to go only 
as servants. He had therefore consented to their taking that name, rather 
than they should be deprived of the opportunity of going to their father. 
Thus prejudice against color had sway in a British mail steamer, as well as 
on oiir own shores. 

Mrs. Redlox and ilAiiY C. Hinckley protested against the onployment of 
police officers to keep Abigail Folsom out of this meeting. 

Mr. May, Mr. Gaubison and others showed the necessity of protecting the 
meetings horn, disorderly persons and insult. No injustice had been done to 
Mrs. Folsom. 

Lucy Stoxb spoke of those influences, higher and better than money, and 
without which all money was valueless to carry forward our holy enterprise. 

W. L. Gabbison offered the following resolution, which was responded to, 
and passed, with acclamation : — 

Resolvedy That the anniversary of the kidnapping of Thomas Sims, in April 
last, be duly celebrated in this city on the recurrence of that memorable day, 
imder the direction of the Managers of the Massachusetts Anti- Slavery 
Society. 

Edmund Quincy, from the Committee on the Nomination of Officers, re- 
ported a list, which being accepted by the Society, the individuals named 
therein were elected officers for the ensuing year. [See the list in another 
place.] 

Adjotimed to meet in Faneuil HaU at 7i o'clock. 



FRIDAY — Evening Session. 

The Society assembled in !Faneuil Hall, which was filled at the appointed 
hour. 

The Chair was taken at 7i o'clock, by Edmund Quincy, who announced 
the character and objects of the meeting. 

The Resolutions, assigned for the evening, were read by the Secretary. 

William L. Garrison spoke ably in exposure of the hypocritical and 
oppressive character of the A&ican Colonization scheme. He was heard 
with close attention. 

Wendell Phillips followed. He took up the Resolutions relating to the 
action of the City Government in the case of Thomas Sims. A Speech of 
more richly merited severity is rarely heard. It stirred the ire of the baser 
sort of those present. They frequently interrupted Mr. P* with calling for 
cheers for Daniel Webster, and others ; but not a word of Mr. Phillips's 
remarks was lost. 

Mr. Garrison having annoimced that the platform was free to any one 
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who desired to defend Mr. Websteb in a manly, and not a rowdyish way, a 
yoTing man, who gave his name as Abraham G. Drake, came forward, pro- 
fessedly to imdertake that task. After a strange medley of talk, but little of 
which related to Mr. Webster, and in which he declared himself a ** regular 
loco-foco," " a thorough-going, Cass, Pro-Slavery Democrat," and as «« going 
in for the Fugitive Slave Law," — having exposed his own shame, and dis- 
gusted the decent part of the audience, he left the platform. 
The following Resolution from the Business Committee, was offered : — 

Resolved, That the craven and time-serving conduct of Theobold Mathew 
and Louis Kossuth, under the poisonous influence of the American atmos- 
phere, makes us remember afresh and honor anew the magnanimous spirit 
and courageous consistency of that true friend of America and of the human 
race, GEORGE THOMPSON, a man whose sympathies, overleaping the 
boundaries of nationalityr«iclude within their embrace the oppressed of all 
climes and all complexions. 

The President then announced that, as this was a meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Anti-Slavery Society, though we welcomed all to our discussions, 
none but members could be permitted to vote, and the votes of no others 
would be counted. 

The Resolutions before the Society were then put to vote, and imani- 
mously adopted. 

And the Society adjourned, sine die, 

N. B. The collections made by the Finance Committee for expenses of the 
meeting, and as donations to the Society, amounted to $340. Pledges were 
given also, to the amount of $900. 

1^" The number of names appended to the Petition in behalf of Drayton 
and Sayres, during the meeting, was 267. 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President, 

Robert F. "Wallcut, Recording Secretary, 

Cornelius Bramhall, > ^ • ^ - « ^ • . 
Samuel May, Jr., I ^""""^ Secretart^. 
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SPEECH OF WENDELL PHILLIPS, 

AT THE MELODEON, WEDNESDAY EVENING, JAN. 28, 1852. 

[PHONO<nUPHI0AU.t REPORTED BT J. M. W. TERRINTON.] 

Mb. President : — I have been thinking, while sitting here, of the differ- 
ent situations of the Anti-Slavery cause now and one year ago, when the 
last anniversary of this Society was held. To some, it may seem that we 
had more sources of interest and of public excitement on that occasion than 
we have now. We had with us, during a portion, at least, of that session, 
the eloquent advocate of our cause on the other side of the water. We had 
the local excitement and the deep interest which the first horror of the 
Fugitive Slave Bill had aroused. We had, I believe, in our midst, sqme 
Fugitives, just arrived from the house of bondage. It may seem to many 
that, meeting as we do to-day robbed of all these, we must be content with 
a session more monotonous and less effectual in arousing the community. 
But, when we look over the whole land ; when we look back upon the scenes 
which have transpired in our own Commonwealth, at Christiana, at SjTacuse ; 
at the passage through the coimtry of the great Hungarian ; at the present 
state of the public mind, it seems to me that no year, during the existence 
of the Society, has presented more encouraging aspects to the Abolitionists. 
The views which our friend (Parker Pillsbury) has just presented are 
those upon which, in our most sober calculation, we ought to rely. Give 
us time, and, as he has said, talk is all-powerful. We are apt to feel our- 
selves overshadowed in the presence of colossal institutions. We are apt, in 
coming up to a meeting of this kind, to ask what a few hundred or a few 
thousand persons can do against the weight of government, the mountainous 
odds of majorities, the influence of the press, the power of the pulpit, the 
organization of parties, the omnipotence of wealth.' At times, to carry a 
favorite purpose, leading statesmen have endeavored to cajole the people 
into the idea that this age was like the past, and that a " rub-a-dub Agita- 
tion," as ours is contemptuously styled, was only to be despised. The time 
has been when, as our friend observed, from the steps of the Revere House 
— yes, and from the depots of New York railroads — Mr. Webster has de- 
scribed this Anti- Slavery Movement as a succession of lectures in school 
houses — the mere efforts of a few hundred men and women to talk together, 
excite each other, arouse the public, and its only result a little noise. He 
knew better. He knew better the times in which he lived. No matter 
where you meet a dozen earnest men pledged to a new idea — wherever you 
have met them, you have met the beginning of a Revolution. Revolutions 
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are not made, they come. A Revolulion is as natural a growth as an oak. 
It comes out of the past. Its foundations are laid far back. The child feels ; 
he grows into a man, and thinks ; another, perhaps, speaks, and the world 
acts out the thought. And this is the history of modem society. Men im- 
dervalue the Anti-Slavery Movement, because they imagine you can always 
put your finger on some illustrious moment in history and say, here com- 
menced the great change which has come over the nation. Not so. The 
beginning of great changes is like the rise of the Mississippi A child must 
stoop and gather away the pebbles to find it. But soon it swells on broader 
and broader, bears on its ample bosom the navies of a mighty l^epublic, fills 
the GuH^ and divides a Continent. 

I remember a story of Napoleon that illustrates my meaning. We are apt 
to trace his control of France to some noted victory, to the time when he 
camped in the Tuilleries, or when he dissolved the Assembly by the stamp 
of his foot. He reigned in fact when his hand was first felt on the hehn 
of the vessel of state, and that was far back of the time when he had con- 
quered in Italy, or his name had been echoed over two Continents. It was 
on the day when five hxindred irresolute men were met in that Assembly 
which called itself^ and pretended to be, the government of France. They 
he|rd that the mob of Fans was coming the next morning, thirty thousand 
strong, to turn them, as was usual in those days, out of doors. And where did 
this seemingly great power go for its support and refuge ? They sent Talliei) 
to seek out a boy lieutenant, — the shadow of an officer, — so thin and paUid 
that when he was placed on the stand before them, the Pre^dent of the As- 
sembly, fearful, if the fate of France rested on the ^irunken form, the 
ashy cheek before him, that all hope was gone, asked — *< Young man, can 
you protect the Assembly ? ** And the ashen lips of the Corsican boy parted 
only to reply — "I always do what I undertake.** Then and there Napoleon 
ascended his throne ; and the next day, from the steps of St. Boche, thun- 
dered forth the cannon which taught the mob of Paris, for the first tin^e, that 
it had a master. That was the commencement of the Empire. So the Anti- 
^avery Movement commenced unheeded in that " obscure hole " which 
Mayor Otis could not find, occupied by a printer and a black boy. 
, In working these great changes, in such an age as ours, the so-called 
statesman has far less infiuence than the many little men who, at various 
points, are silently maturing a regeneration of public opinion. This is a 
reading and thinking age, and great interests at stake quicken the general 
intellect. Stagnant times have been when a great mind, anchored in error, 
might snag the slow-moving current of society. Such is not our era. Noth- 
ing but Freedom, Justice and Truth is of any permanent advantage to the 
mass of mankind. To these society, left to itself^ is always tending. In our 
day, great questions about them have called forth all the Clergies of the 
common mind. Error suffers sad treatment in the shock of eager intellects. 
«< Everybody," said Talleyrand, « is cleverer than anybody ; " and any name, 
however illustrious, which links itself to abuses, is sure to be overwhelmed 
by the impetuous current of that society which, (thanks to the press and a 
reading public,) is potent, always, to clear its own channel. Thanks to the 
13 . 
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Printing PreBS, the people now do their own thinking, and statesmen, as 
they are styled — men in office — hare ceased to be either the leaders or 
the clogs of society. 

This view is one that Mr. Websteb ridiculed in the depots of New York. 
The time has come when he is obliged to change his tone ; when he is 
obliged to retrace his steps — to acknowledge the nature and the character 
of the age in which he lives. Kossuth comes to this country — penniless, 
and an exile ; conquered on his own soil ; flung out as a weed upon the 
waters ; nothing but his voice left — and the Secretary of State must meet 
him. Now, let us see what he says of his ** rub-a-dub Agitation," which 
consists of the voice only — of the tongue, which our friend Pillsbuby has 
described. This is that *< tongue " that the impudent statesman declared, 
from the drunken steps of the Kevere House, ought to be silenced — this 
tongue, which was a ** rub-a-dub Agitation " to be despised, when he spoke 
to the farmers of New York. 

He says — ** We are too much inclined to underrate the power of moral 
influence." Who is ? Nobody but a Revere House statesman. " We are 
too much inclined to underrate the po^er of moral influence, and the influ- 
ence of public opinion, and the influence of the principles to which great 
men — the lights of the world and of the present age — have given tl|^ 
sanction. Who doubts, that in our struggle for liberty and independence, 
the majestic eloquence of Chatham, the profound reasoning of Bubke, the 
. burning satire and irony of CoL Babbe, had influences upon our fortunes 
here in America ? They had influences both ways. They tended, in the 
first place, somewhat to diminish the confidence of the British ministry in 
their hopes of success, in attempting to subjugate an injured people. They 
had influence another way, because all along the coasts of the coxintry — 
and all our people in that day lived upon the coast — there was not a reading 
man who did not feel stronger, bolder, and more determined in the assertion 
of his/ights, when these exhilarating accents from the two Houses of Par- 
liament reached him from beyond the seas." 

" I thank thee, Jew ! " This " rub-a-dub Agitation," then, has influence 
both ways. It diminishes the confidence of the Administration in its power 
to execute the Fugitive Slave Law, which it has imposed so insolently ojl 
the people. It acts on the reading men of the nation, and in that single fact 
is the whole story of the change. Wherever you have a reading people, 
there every tongue, every press is a power, Mr. Wbbsteb, when he ridi- 
culed in New York the Agitation of the Anti-Slavery body, supposed he 
was living in the old feudal times, when a statesman was an integral element 
in the State, an essential power in himself. He must have supposed himself 
speaking in those ages when a great man outweighed the masses. He finds 
now that he is living much later, in an age when the accumulated common 
sense of the people outweighs the greatest statesman or the most influential 
individual. Let me illustrate the diflerence of our times and the past in this 
matter, by their diflerence in another respect. The time has been when men 
cased in iron from head to foot, and disciplined by long years of careful in- 
struction, went to battle. Those were the days of nobles and knights ; and 
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in such times, ten knights, dad in steel, feared not a whole field of unarmed 
peasantry, and a hundred men at arms hare conquered thousands of the 
common people, or held them at bay. Those were the times when Wink- 
ELRiED, the Swiss patriot, led his host against the Austrian phalanx, and, 
finding it impenetrable to the thousands of Swiss who threw themselyes on 
the serried lances, gathered a dozen in his arms, and drawing them together, 
made thus an inlet into the close set nmks of the Austrians, and they were 
overborne by the actual mass of numbers. Ghmpowder came, and then, any 
finger that could pull a trigger was equal to the highest bom and the best 
disciplined ; knightly armor, and horses clad in steel, went to the ground 
before the courage and strength that dwelt in the arm of the peasant,^a8 
well as that of the prince. What gunpowder did for war, the printing press 
has done for the mind, and the statesman is no longer clad in the steel of 
education, but every reading man is his judge. Every thoughtful man, the 
country through, that makes up an opinion, is his jury, to which he answers, 
and the tribunal to which he must bow. Mr. Webster, therefore, does not 
overrate the power of this ♦♦ rub-a-dub Agitation," which Kossuth has now 
adopted, "stealing our thunder." (Laughter and applause.) He does 
not overrate the power of this " rub-a-dub Agitation," when he says — 
** Another great mistake, gentiemen, is sometimes made. [Yes, in Bowdoin 
Square!] We think nothing powerful enough to stand before despotic 
power. There is something strong enough, quite strong enough; and if 
properly exerted, it will prove itself so ; and that is, the power of intelligent 
public opinion." ♦* I thank the, Jew ! " That opinion is formed, not only 
in Congress, or on Hotel steps ; it is made also in the school houses, in the 
town houses, at the hearth stones, in the raibroad cars, on board the steam- 
boats, in the social circle, in these Anti- Slavery gatherings which he despises. 
Mark you : TTiere is nothing potoerful enough to stand before it ! It may be an 
almost divine institution ; it may be the bank vaults of New England ; it 
may be the mining interests of Pennsylvania ; it may be the Harwich fish- 
ermen, whom he told to stand by the Union, because its bimting protected 
their decks ; it may be the factory operative, whom he told to uphold the 
Union, because it made his cloth seU for half per cent, more a yard ; it may 
be a parchment Constitution, or even a Fugitive Slave Bill signed by Mil- 
lard Fillmore ! ! ! — no matter, all are dust on the threshing floor of a 
reading public, once roused to indignation. Remember this, when you 
woxdd look down upon a meeting of a few himdreds in the one scale, and 
the fanatic violence of State Street in the other, that there is NOTHiNa, 
Daniel Webster being witness, strong enough to stand against public opin- 
ion, — and if the tongue and the press are not parents of that, what is ? 

Napoleon said, ** I fear three newspapers more than a himdred thousand 
bayonets." Mr. Webster now is of the same opinion. ♦♦ There is not a 
monarch on earth," he says, " whose throne is not liable to be shaken by the 
progress of opinion and the sentiment of the just and intelligent i>art of the 
people." " I thank thee, Jew ! " We have been told often, that it was nothing 
but a morbid sentiment that was opposed to the Fugitive Slave Bill, — it was 
a sentiment of morbid philanthropy. Grant it all. But take care, Mr. States- 
man ; cure or change it in time, else it will beat all your dead institutions to 
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dust Hearts and Bentunents are aHve, and we all know that the gentlest of 
nature's growths will, in time» borst asunder or wear away the pioudest 
dead- weight man can heap upon them. If this be the power <^ the goitlest 
growth* let the stoutest heart tremble before the tornado of a people roused. 
to.t«nible Tengeance by the sight of long years of cowardly and merciless 
oppression, and oft-repeated instances of sdfish and calculating apostacy. 
You may build your Capitol of granite, and pile it high as theBodLy 
Mountains, if it is founded an. or mixed up with iniquity, the pulse <^ a girl 
will in time beat it down. ** There is no monarch on earth whose l^irone is 
not liable to be shaken by the sentiment of the just and intelligent part of the 
paeple.'' What is this but a recantaticm ? doing penance for the impudence 
tittered in Bowdoin Square ? Surely this is the white sheet and lighted 
torch which the Scotch church imposed as penance on its erring members. 
Who would imagine, that the same man who said of the public discussion 
of tiie Slayery questicm that it must be put down, could haye dictated this^ 
sentiment — ** It becomes us, in the station which we hold, to let that public 
c^inion, so £Eur as we form it, haye free course ^ " What, then, is that echo 
that we heard from Bowdoin Square a year ago i ** This agitation must be 
put down." " It becomes us, in the station which we hold, to let that 
public (pinion haye free course." Behold the great doughface cringing be- 
fore the calm eye of Kossuth, who had nothing but ** rub-a-dub agitation " 
with which to rescue Hungary from the bloody talons of the Austrian eagle ! 

This is statesmanship ! The statesmanship that says to the Commcoiwealth 
of Massachusetts to-day, ♦* smother those prejudices," and to-morrow, "there 
is no throne on the broad earth strong enough to stand up against the senti- 
ment of justice." What is that but the " prejudices " of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts against man-hunting } And this is the man before whom 
the press and the pxQpit of the country would haye had the Abolitionists 
bow iheir heads, and lay their mouths in the dust, instead of holding feist to 
the eternal principles of justice and right ! 

It would be idle, to be sure, to base any argument on an opinion of Mr. 
Webstea's. Like the chameleon he takes his hue* on these subjects, from 
the air he breathes. He has his " October Sun " opinions and^ his Faneuil 
HaU opinions. But the recantation here is at least noticeable; and Ms 
testimony to the power of the masses is more yaluable as coming irom an 
unwilling witness. The best of us are conscious of being, at times, somewhat 
awed by the colossal institutions about ns, which seem to be opposing our 
progress. There are those who occasionally weary of this moral suasion, and 
sigh for something tangible ; some power that they can feel, and see its ope- 
ration. The adyancing tide you cannot mark. The gem forms unseen. The 
granite increases and crumbles, and you can hardly mark either process. The 
great change in. a nation's opinion is the same. We stand here to-day, and if 
we look back twenty years, we can see a change in public opinion ; yes, we can 
see a great change. Then the great statesmen had pledged themselyes not to 
talk on this subject. They haye been made to talk. These hounds haye been 
whipped into the traces of the nation's car, not by three newspapers, which Na- 
poleon dreaded, but by one, (Cheers.) The great parties of the country haye 
been broken to pieces and crumbled. The great sects haye been broken to 
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pieces. Suppose you caanot put your finger upon an indrvidual fact ; stUl, 
in the great result, you see wliat Webstbb tells us in this speech — " Depend 
upon it, gentlemen, that between these two liyal powers, Hib autocratic 
power, maintained by arms and force, and the popular power, maintained by 
opinion, the former is constantly decreasing ; and, thank God, the latter is 
constantly increasing. Beal human liberty is gaining the ascendant ; — [he 
must fed. sad at 1±Lat !] — and the part which we have to act in all this great 
drama is to show ourselves in fayor of those rights ; to uphold our ascend- 
ancy, and to carry it on, until we shall see it culmiuate la the highest heay en 
oyer our heads." 

Now I look upon this speech as the most remarkable Mr. Websteb has 
ever made on the Anti-Slay©ry agitation to which we are devoted — -as a 
most remiarkable confession, under the circumstances. I read it here and to 
you, because, in the circle I see around me, the larger proportion are Aboli- 
tionists — men attached to the movement which this meeting represents — 
men whose thoughts are occasionally occupied with the causes and with the 
effects of its real progress. I would force from thh rductant lips of the Secre- 
tary of State, his testimony to the real power of the masses. I said that the 
day was, before gunpowder, when the noble, clad in sted, was a match for a 
thousand. Gunpowder levelled peasant and prince. The printing press has 
done the same. In the midst of thinking people, in the long run, there are 
no great men. The accumulated intellect of the masses is greater than the 
heaviest brain God ever gave to a siogle man. Webster, though he may 
gather into his own person the confidence of parties, and the attachment of 
thousands throughout the country, is but a feather's weight in the balance 
agamst the average of public sentiment on the subject of Slavery. A news- 
paper paragraph, ^a county meeting, a gathering for conversation, a change 
in the character of a dozen individuals, these are the several fountains and 
sources of public opinion. And, friends, when we gather, month after 
month, at such meetings as these, we should encourage ourselves with con- 
siderations of this kind : — that we live in an age of democratic equality ; — 
that, for a moment, a party may stand against the age, but, in the end, it 
goes by the board ; — that the man who launches a sound argument, who 
sets on two feet a startling fact, and bids it travel from Maine to Georgia, is 
just as certfun that in the end he will change the government, as if, to de- 
stroy the Capitol, he had placed gunpowder under the Senate Chamber. 
Natural philosophers teU us, that if you will only multiply the simplest 
force into enough time, it wUl- equal the greatest. So it is with the slow 
intellectual movement of the masses. It can scarcely be E^een, but it is a 
constant movement ; it is the shadow on the dial, never still though never 
seen to move ; it is the tide, it is the ocean, gaining on the proudest and 
strongest bulwarks that human art or strength can build. It may be defied 
f(» a moment, but, in the end. Nature always triumphs. So the race, 
if it cannot drag a Webster along with it, leaves him behind and forgets 
him. (Loud cheers.) The race is rich enough to afford to do without the 
greatest intellects God ever let the devil buy. Stranded along the past, 
there are a great many dried mummies of dead intellects, which the race 
found too heavy to drag forward. 
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I hail the almighty power of the tongue. I swear allegiance to the om- 
nipotence of the press. The people never err. " Vox pcpuli, vox Dei " — the 
Toice of the people is the voice of God. I do not mean this of any single 
verdict which the people of to-day may record. In time, the selfishness of 
one class neutralizes the selfishness of another. The interests of one age 
clash against the interests of another : but, in the great result, the race 
always means right. The people always mean right, and, in the end, they 
wiU have the right. I believe in the twenty millions — not the twenty 
millions that live now, necessarily — to arrange this question of Slavray, 
which priests and politicians have sought to keep out of sight. They have 
kept it locked up in the Senate chamber, they have hidden it behind the 
commtmion table, they have appealed to the superstitious and idolatrous 
veneration for the State and the Union to avoid this question, and so 
have kept it from the influence of the great democratic tendencies of the 
masses. But change all this, drag it from its concealment, and give it to the 
people ; launch it on the age, and all is safe. It wOl find a safe harbor. A 
man is always selfish enough for himself. The soldier will be selfish ^lough 
for himself; the merchant will be selfish enough for himself; yes, he will 
be willing to go to hell to secure his own fortune, but he will not be ready 
to go there to make the fortime of his neighbor. No man ever yet was 
willing to sacrifice his own character for the benefit of his neighbor ; and 
whenever we shall be able to show this nation that the interests of a class, 
not of the whole, the interests of a portion of the country, not of the masses, 
are subserved by holding our feUow-men in bondage, then we shall spike the 
guns of the enemy, or get their artillery on our side. 

I want you to turn your eyes from institutions to men. The difficulty of 
the present day and with us is, we are bullied by institutions. A man gets 
up in the pulpit, or sits on the bench, and we allow ourselves to be bullied 
by the judge or the clergyman, when, if he stood side by side with us, on 
the brick pavement, as a simple individual, his ideas would not have dis- 
turbed our clear thoughts an hour. Now, the duty of each Anti-Slavery 
man is simply this — Stand on the pedestal of your own individual inde- 
pendence, summon these institutions about you, and judge them. The 
question is deep enough to require this judgment of you. This is what the 
cause asks of you, my friends ; and the moment you shall be willing to do 
this, to rely upon yourselves, that moment the truths I have read from the 
lips of one whom the country regards as its greatest statesman, will 
shine over your path, assuring you that out 'of this agitation, as certain as 
the sun at noon-day, the future character of the American- government wiU 
be formed. 

If we lived in England, if we lived in France, the philosophy of our move- 
ment might be different, for there stand acciunulated wealth, hungry 
churches, and old nobles — a class which popular agitation but slowly affects. 
To ^ese, public opinion is obliged to bow. We have seen, for instance, the 
agitation of 1848 in Eiirope, deep as it was, seemingly triumphant as it was 
for six months, retire, beaten, before the imdisturbed foundations of the gov- 
ernments of the continent. You recollect, no doubt, the tide of popular en- 
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thusiasm which rolled £n>m the Bay of Bidcaj to the yery feet of the Czar, 
and it seemed as if Europe was melted into one Republic. Men thought the 
new generation had indeed come. We waited twelye months, and the tur- 
rets and towers of old institutions — the church, law, nobiUty, goyemment 
— reappeared aboye the subsiding waye. Now, there are no such institu- 
tions here. No law that can abide one moment when popular opinion 
demands its abroga^on. The goyemment is wrecked the moment the news- 
papers decree it. The penny papers of this State, in the Sims case, did more 
to dictate the decision of Chief Justice Shaw, than the Legislature that sat . 
in the State House, or the Statute Book of Massachusetts. I mean what I 
say. The penny peters of New York? do more to goyem this coimtry than 
the White House at Washington. Mr. Webster says we liye under a goy- 
emment of laws. He was neyer more mistaken, eyen when he thought the 
Anti-Slayery agitation could be stopped. We liye under a goyemment 
of men — and morning newspapers. (Applause.) Bennett and Hoaacb 
Greeley are more reaUy Presidents of the United States than MTT.T.Aitn 
EiLLMOBE. Daniel Webster himself cannot eyen get a nomination. Why ? 
Because, long ago, the ebbing tide of public opinion left him a wreck, 
stranded on the side of the popular current. 

We liye under a goyemment of men. The Constitution is nothing in 
South Carolina, but the black law is eyerything. The law that says the 
colored man shall sit in the jury box in the city of Boston is nothing. Why ? 
Because the Mayor and Aldermen, and the Selectmen of Boston, for the 
last fifty years, haye been such slayes of colorphobia, that they did not 
choose to execute this law of the Commonwealth. I might go through the 
Statute Book, and show you the same result. Now, if this be true against 
us, it is true for us. Kemember, that the penny papers may be staryed into 
Anti-Slayery, wheneyer we shall put behind them an Anti-Slayery public 
sentiment. Wilbbrforce and Clarkson had to yanquish the moneyed 
power of England, the West India interest, and oyerawe the peerage of 
Great Britain, before they conquered. The settled purpose of the great 
middle class had to wait till all this -was accomplished. The moment we 
haye the control of public opinion, — the women and the children, the 
school houses, the school books, the literature, and the newspapers, — that 
moment we haye settled the question. 

Men blame us for the bitterness of our language and the personality of 
our attacks. It results from our position. The great mass of the people 
can neyer be made to stay and argue a long question. They must be made 
to feel it, through the hides of their idols. When you haye launched your 
spear iijto the rhinoceros hide of a Webster or a Benton, eyery Whig and 
Democrat feels it. It is on this principle that eyery reform must take for 
its text, the mistakes of great men. God giyes us great scoundrels for texts 
to Anti-Slayery sermons. See to it, when Nature has proyided you a mon- 
ster like Webster, that you exhibit him, — himself a whole managerie, — 
throughout the country. (Great cheering.) It is not often, in the wide 
world's history, that you see a man so layishly gifted by nature, and called, 
in the concurrence of eyents, to a position like that which he occupied on 
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the tereiith. of March, sarrender his great power, and quench the high hopes 
of his race. No man, since the age of Luther, has erer held in his angle 
hand, so palpably, the destinies and character of a mighty people. He stood 
like the Hebrew prophet betwixt the liying and the dead. He had bnt to 
hare upheld the cross of common truth and honesty, and tiie blac^ dishonor 
oi two hundred years would hare been effiiced forerer. He bowed his Tsasal 
head to the temptations of the flesh and of lucre. He gare himself up into 
the lap of the Delilah of SlaTcry, for the mere promise of a nomination, and 
the greatest hour of the age was bartered away, — not for a mess of pottage, 
but for the promite of a mess of pottage, — a promise, thank God, which is 
to be broken ! (Enthusiastic applausdf) I say, it is not often that ProTi- 
dence permits the eyes of twenty millions of thinking people to behold the 
fall of another Lucifer, from the very battlements of Heayen, down into 
that ** lower deep of the lowest deep " of helL (Great sensation.) On 
such a text, how efTcctiTe should be the sermon ! 

Let us see to it, that, in spite of the tenderness of American prejudice, in 
spite of the morbid charity that would have us hold up the sin, but drop 
the sinner, in spite of this effeminate Christianity, that would let millions 
pine, lest one man's feelings be injured ; let us see to it, friends, that we be 
** harsh as truth and uncompromising as justice ; " remembering always that 
every single man set against this evil may be another Moses, every single 
thought you launch may be the thunders of another Napoleon from the 
steps of another St. Roche ; remembering that we Uve not in an age of in- 
dividual despotism, when a Charles the Fifth could set up or put down the 
Slave Trade, but surrounded by twenty millions, whose opinion is omnipo- 
tent — that the hundred gathered in a New England school house may be 
the hundred who shall teach the rising men of the other half of the conti- 
nent, and stereotype Freedom on the banks of the Pacific ; remembering 
and worshipping reverentially the great American idea of the omnipotence 
of " thinking men," of the " sentiment of justice," against which no throne 
is potent enough to stand, no Constitution sacred enough to endure. He- 
member this, when you go to an Anti-Slavery gathering in a school house, 
and know that, weighed against its solemn purpose, its terrible resolution, 
its earnest thought, Webstek himself, and all huckstering statesmen, in the 
opposite scale, shall kick the beam. Worshipping the tongue, let us be 
willing, at all times, to be known throughout the community as the all-talk 
party. The age of buUets is over. The age of men armed in mail i& over. 
The age of thrones has gone by. The age of statesmen — God be praised ! 
such statesmen — is over. The age of thinking men has come. With the 
aid of God, then, every man I can reach, I wiU set iMnking on the subject 
of Slavery. (Cheers.) The age of reading men has come. Iwill try to 
imbue every newspaper with Garrisonianism. (Loud applause.) The age 
of the masses has come. Now, Daniel Websteb counts one — Give him 
joy of it! — but the "rub-a-dub Agitation" coimts at least twenty — 
nineteen better. Nineteen, whom no chance of nomination tempts to a 
change of opinions once a twelvemonth ; who need no Kossuth advent to 
recall them to their senses. 
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Wliat I want to impress you with is, the great weight that is attached to 
the opinion of everything that can call'itself a man. Give me anything that 
walks erect, and can read, and he shall count one in the millions of the 
Lord's sacramental host, that is yet to come up and trample all oppression in 
the dust. The weeds poured forth in nature's lavish luxuriance, give them 
but time, and their tiny roots shall rend asunder the foundations of palaces, 
and crumble the Pyramids to the earth. We may be weeds in comparison with 
these marked men ; but in the lavish luxuriance of that nature which has 
at least allowed us to be " thinking, reading men," I learn, Webstbb being 
my witness, that there is no throne potent enough to stand against us. It is 
morbid enthusiasm this that I have -^ Grant it But they tell us that this 
heart of mine, which beats so imintermittedly in the bosom, if its force 
could be directed against a granite piUar, would wear it to dust in the 
course of a man's life. Your Capitol, Daniel Webster, is marble, but the 
pulse of every humane man is beating against it. God will give us time, 
and the pulses of men shall beat it down. (Loud and enthusiastic cheering.) 
Take the mines — take the Harwich fishing skiffs — take the Lowell mills — 
take all the coin and the cotton — thank God, the day must be ours, for the 
hearts — the hearts, are on our side ! 

There is nothing stronger than human prejudice. A crazy sentimentalism 
like that of Peter the Hermit hurled half of Europe upon Asia, and changed 
the destinies of kingdoms. We may be crazy. Would to God he would 
make us all crazy enough to forget for one moment the cold deductions of 
intellect, and let these hearts of ours beat, beat, beat, und^ the promptings 
of a common humanity. They have put wickedness into the statute book, 
and destruction is just as certain as if they had put gunpowder under the 
CapitoL That is my faith. That it is which turns my eye from the ten 
thousand newspapers, from the forty thousand pxQpits, from the millions of 
Whigs, from tiie millions of Democrats, from the might of sect, from the 
marble government, from the iron army, from the navy riding at anchor, from 
all that we are accustomed to deem gfeat and potent — turns it back to the 
simplest child or woman, to the first murmured protest that is heard against 
bad laws. I recognize in it the great future, the first rumblings of that 
volcano destined to overthrow these mighty preparations, and bury in the 
hot lava of its full excitement all this laughing prosperity that now rests so 
secure on its side. 

All hail. Public Opinion ! To be sure, it is a dangerous thing under which 
to live. It rules to-day in the desire to obey all kinds of laws, and takes 
your life. It rules again in the love of liberty, and rescues Shadhaoh from 
Boston Court House. It rules to-morrow in the manhood of him who loads 
the musket to shoot down, — God be praised ! — the man hunter, Gobsuch. 
(Applause.) It rules in Syracuse, and the Slave escapes to Canada. It is 
our interest to educate this people in himianity, and in deep reverence for 
the rights of the lowest and humblest individual that makes up our num- 
bers. Each man here, in fact, holds his property and his life dependent on 
the constant presence of an Agitation like this of Anti-Slavery. Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty — power is ever stealing from the many to the 
14 
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zotten. The liring sap of to-day ontgiowt the dead zind of yesterday. The 
hand entrusted with power beomnes, either from human deprayity or e^trit 
A* cdfptt the necessary enemy of the people. Only by continnal oyersight 
can the democrat in office be prerented from hardening into a despot : only 
by unintennitted Agitation can a people be kept suffidently awake to piin* 
e^^ not to let liberty be smothered in material prosperity. All douds, it 
is said, haire sunshine behind them, and all erils hsTe some good result; so 
81af«ry, by the necemity of its abolition, has sa?ed the freedom of the white 
race from being mdted in the luxury or buried beneath the gold of its own 
sucoeas. Nerer look, tiberefiore, for an age when the people can be qmet 
and sale. At such times Despotism, l&e a shrouding mist, steals over the 
mirror of Freedom. The Dutch, a thousand years ago, built against the 
ocean their bulwarks of willow and mud. Do they truirt to that ? No. 
JBaoh year th? patient, industrious peasant gires so much time from the 
oultiTation of his soil and the care of his ehildren, to stop the breaks and 
repUoe the willow which insects hare eaten, that he may keep the land 
•his Withers rescued from the water, and bid defiance to the waves that roar 
above his head, as if demanding back the broad fields man has stolen from 
their realm. 

Some men suppose that, in order to the people's governing themselves, 
it is only necessary, as FisHn Ambs said, that the ** Bights of Man be 
printed, and that every citizen have a copy." As the Bpicureans, two thou- 
sand years ago, imagined God a being who arranged this marvdlous ma- 
chinery, set it going, and then sunk to sleep. Republics exist only on the 
tenure of being constantly agitated. The Anti-Slavery Agitation is an im- 
portant, nay, an essential part of the machinery of the State. It is not a 
disease nor a medicine. Ko ; xt is the normal state — the normal state of 
the Nation. Never, to our latest posterity, can we afford to do without 
prophets, like Qabsibok, to stir up the monotony of wealth, and re-awake 
the people to the great ideas that are constantly fading out of their minds, 
to trouble the waters that there may be health in their flow. Every govern- 
ment is always growing corrupt Every Secretary of State is, by the very 
necessity of his position, an apostate. (Hisses and cheers.) I mean what I 
say. He is an enemy to the pecqile, of necessity, because the moment he 
johis the government, he gravitates against that popular Agitation which is 
the lifb of a Bepublic. A Eepublic is nothing but a constant overflow of 
lava. The principles of JavransoN are not up to the principles of to-day. 
It was well said of Wbbstib, that he knows well the Hakooox and Ajums 
of 1776, but he does not know the Hanoooks and AT>AifSB8 of to-day. The 
Bepublio that sinks to sle^, trusting to constitutions and madnnery, to 
poHtioians and statesmen for the safety of its liberties, never will have any. 
The people are to be waked to a new effort, just as the Church has to be 
regenerated, in each age. The Anti-Slavery Agitation is a necessity of 
each age, to keep ever on the alert this frithfnl vigilsnce so constantly in 
danger of sleep. We must live like our Puritan &thers, who always went 
to Church, and sat down to dinner, when the Indians were in their neif^ 
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boihood* iMi thiir mmkei-lodL on fh« one tide and & dmwn tword on Hit 
other. 

Jt^ I had time or ydoe to-night, I mig^ pfooeed to a forttitr develoianent 
ot this idea, and I trnat I eonld make it dear, which I fsar I hare not yet 
done. To my oonTiction, it is Gospel truth, that, instead of the Anti- 
Slarery Agitation being an eril, or even the nnwdeome core of a disease in 
tiiis goTemment, the youngest child that Uyes may lay his hand on the 
youngest child that his gray hairs may see, and say, ** The Agitation was 
eommenoed when the Declaration of Independence was signed ; it took its 
seeond tide when the Anti-Slarery Declaration was signed in 1838 ; amore- 
ment, not the cure but the diet of a free people ; not the homceopatidc or 
the allopathic dose, to which a sick land has recourse, but the daily cold 
water and the simple bread— the daily diet and absolute necessity— the manna 
of a people wandering in the wilderness." There is no Canaan in politlos. As 
health lies in labor, and there is no royal road to it but through toil, so 
there is no republican road to safety but in constant distrust. " In distrust," 
said Demosthenes, ** are the nerres of the mind." Let us see to it thai 
these sentinel nerres are erer on the alert. If the Alps, piled in cold and still 
subhmity, be the emblem of Despotism, the erer restless Ocean is ours, 
which, girt within the eternal laws of Oravitation, is pure only because 
nerer stilL (Long-ocmttnued applause.) 



SPEECH OF WENDELL PHILLIPS, 

AT FANBUIL HALL, FRIDAY EVBNING, JANUABY 80, 1852. 

[famooBAnooAur iiPomD bt j. h. w. maanoii.] 

Mb. Pbisidbnt:-* I do not feel disposed to talk about O^onitation to- 
night, and I am glad to think that, after the remarks already submitted to 
us, it is unnecessary anything more should be said on that topic I mean, 
the ooLonisation of black men to Afinea. I hare been eohmmd myself from 
this Hall for some time; and in getting here again, I prefer to go baek to the 
old note, and try to get the ** hang of this school house." (Lau^ter.) You 
know Baron Munchausen says, in one of his marvellous stories, that it was 
so eold one day in Bussia, when he began to play a tune on his trumpet, that 
half of it ih)ie in the instrument before it could get out; and a fow months 
afterwards, he was startled, in Italy, to hear, of a sudden, the rest of tin 
tune oome pealing forth. We were somewhat frosen up a while ago in this 
Hall, with Obobob Thompsob on the platform ; now we wast the rest of the 
(Laughter and eheeis.) 
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The Mail of this monmig says that we hare no right to this Hall, because 
it was refused to the greatest statesman of the land — to Daniel Webster. 
I believe this is a mistake. The Mayor and Aldermen went to him, meta- 
phorically, on their knees, and entreated the great man to make nse of the 
old walls. It was the first time Faneml Hall ever begged anybody to enter 
it ; but Daniel was pettish, and would not come. Very proper in hhn, too ; 
it is not the place in which to defend the Fu^tiye Slaye Bill. He did right 
when he refused to come. Who built these walls ? Fbteb Faneuil's ances- 
tors were themselves fugitives from an edict almost as cruel as the Fugitive 
Slave Law ; and only he whose soul and body refuse to crouch beneath in- 
human legislation* has a right to be heard here — nobody else. (Cheers.) 
A Huguenot built this Hall, who was not permitted to live on the soil of his 
own beautiful France, and it may naturally be supposed, that he dedicated 
it to the most ultra, outside idea of liberty. It is a place for the running 
Slave to find a shelter — not for a recreant Statesman ! (Deafening cheers.) 

This Hall has never been made ridiculous but once ; never was made the 
laughing-stock of New England but once. That was about nine months ago, 
when the ** Sims brigade " were left soimdly asleep here, in the gray of the 
morning, while the awkward squad of Marshal Tukey stole down State Street 
with Thomas Sims, not deigning to ask their permission or their aid, and 
leaving them to find out, the next morning, that the great deed had been 
done, without their so much as ** hearing a noise." Soldiers asleep in Fan- 
euil Hall, while mischief was doing so near as State street } O, what gallant 
soldiers they must have been. (Loud laughter and cheers.) 

Times have changed since we were here before. The last time I stood on 
this platform, there sat beside me a heroine worthy to sit in the haU of the 
oldHxLguenot — one Elizabeth Blakeley, a mulatto girl, of Wilmington, 
N. C, who, loving freedom more than Slavery, concealed herself on board a 
Boston brig, in the little narrow passage between the side of the vessel and 
the partition that formed the cabin — two feet eight inches of room. There 
she lay, while her inTniTnaTi master, almost certain she 'was on- board the 
vessel, had it smoked with sulphur and tobacco three times over. Still she 
bore it. She came North, half frozen, in the most inclement month of the 
year — this month. She reached Boston just able to crawl. Where did she 
come ? O, those were better times then ! She came here* Just able to 
stand, fr^sh from that baptism of suffering for Uberty, she came here. We 
told her story. And with us that night — within ten feet of where I stand 
7- sat Fbbde&ika Bbemeb, the representative of the literature of the old 
world ; and her humane sympathies were moved so much, that the rose bud 
she held in her hand, she sent ^honoring me by- sending it by my hand) to 
the first representative of American Slavery she had seen. It was the tri- 
bute of Europe's heart and intellect to a heroine of the black race, in Faueuil 
HalL Times have changed since. Not to speak of the incense which Miss 
Bbemeb has, half ignorantly, I hope, laid on the demon altar of our land, it 
would not be safe to put that Betsey Blakeley on this platform to-night ; 
it would not be safe for her to appear in a public meeting. What has 
changed this public opinion } I wish it was some dngle man. I wish it was 
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some official of the city, that so we could make him the scapegoat of public 
indignation, let him carry it forth, and thus the fair fame of our city be freed. 
This, Mr. President, brings me to my subject. The resolutions I wish to 
speak to are these. I think they ought to be read in Faneuil HaU, at this, the 
first meeting the Abolitionists have held here since the foul deed of April 12th 
disgraced the city. I feel that these peddling hucksters of State and Milk 
Streets owe me f uU atonement for the foul dishonor they have brought upon 
the city of my birth. 

Reaohedj That, as citizens of Boston and the Commonwealth, we record 
our deep disapprobation and indignant protest agaiast the surrender of 
Thomas Sims by the City, its sanction of the cowardly and lying policy of 
the police, its servile and volunteer zeal in behalf of the man-hunters, and 
its deliberate, wanton and avowed violation of the laws of the Common- 
wealth, for the basest of all purposes — Slave-trading, selling a free man into 
bondage, that State street and Milk street might make money. 

Next we come to that man who stood at yonder door, looking on, while 
Geobge Thompson was mobbed from this platform ; who, neither an honor- 
able Mayor nor a gentleman, broke at once his oath of office and his promise 
as a gentleman, to give us this Hall, for certain eighty dollars, to be paid 
him, and when he had stood by and seen us mobbed out of it, thought 
he mended his character by confessing his guilt, in not daring to send in 
a bill! 

Resolvedf That the circumstances of the case will not aUow us to believe 
that this infamous deed was the act of the City Government merely ; and 
then, as Boston-bom men, some of us, comforting ourselves in the reflection, 
that the fawning sycophant who disgraced the Mayor's chair was not bom 
on the peninsula whose fair fame he blotted ; but all the facts go to show, 
that in this, as in all his life, he was only the easy and shufiling tool of the 
moneyed classes, and therefore too insigniflcant to be remembered with any 
higher feeling than contempt. 

Resolved, That we cherish a deep and st^n indignation towards the judges 
of the Commonwealth, who, in personal cowardice, pitiful subserviency, utter 
lack of official dignity, and entire disregard of their official oaths, witnessed, 
in silence, the violation of laws they were bound to enforce, and disgraced 
the Bench once honored by the presence of a Sedgwick and a Sewall. 

I do not forget that the Church, aU the while this melancholy scene was 
passing, stood by and upheld a merciless people in the execution of an inhu- 
man law, accepted the barbarity, and baptized it " Christian duty." O, no, 
I do not forget this. But I remember that» in an enterprising, trading city 
like ours, the merchants are full as much, if not more, responsible for the 
state of public opinion, than the second-rate men who rather occupy, than 
fill, our pulpits, and who certainly seldom tempt the brains of their hearers 
to violate the command of the Jewish Scriptures, ** Thou shalt not do any 
work on the Sabbath day." 
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DoyoaaicwlqrtiieAbcditfidMianmmMtkatnidMorBortai? Ife k 
bMOM 1^ flMRhtiiti ehoM to lend hmok Tbovas Soib — pledged tiirtr in- 
dlfidiiel «id to Manliid Titkst» in eeee tbne ihoiild be ny verirtenoe ; it li 
beoswe tiia iMnluBti did it to make money. Tliaiik Qod» tbey lutre not 
made any ! (Onat eheeiing.) L&e the negro who irent to kear Wbite- 
fteld» and voUed in the dost in tke enUnMiaflm of bis leligloiiis excitement, 
nntil Ibey tidd bim it waa mi Wbitefleld, when be pidced bimaelf np, crying 
wat, **Tbm I dirty myaelf for nothing." So Ihey dirtied ^ema^Tee liE>r 
nathing ! (Tremendona che«ing.) If Slardinnting cmly can save tiiem, 
may b an kruptc y ait on the ledger of erery one of thoae fifteoi bnndred 
soonndraLi who olEiBsed Marshal Tirunr their aid I (Tmmiltaovs applause.) 

There is one thing to be rejoiced at-«>it is this ; the &et tiiat the police of 
this city did not dare eren to arrest a Fugitiye SUve, calling him such. The 
dogs of Marshal Tvket that arrested Thomas Snts in Bichmond Street had 
to disguise themselTes to do it, — dressed in the costume and called them- 
sebres watchmen ; and told a lie — that the arrest was for theft, — inorderto 
keep peace in the street, while they smuggled him into the carriage. Claim, 
§n the honor of Boston, that when her poHoe became manhunten, they put 
their badges in their podbets, and lied, lest their |ffey should be torn frnn 
thefar grasp, in the first burst of popular indignation. It was the first time 
in Boston— I hope it will be the last--* that the laws were obHged to be ex- 
ecuted by lying and behind bayonets, in the ni^^t. So much, though it be 
▼ay little, may still be said for Boston, -'that Sms was arrested by lying 
and disguised policemen ; he was judged by a Ckmmiissioner who sat behind 
bayonets ; and was carried off in the gray of the mining, after the moon 
aet, and before the sun rose, by a police body armed with swords. She was 
, disgraced, but it was by force ; while, the rererse of the Roman rule, oe d m t 
mrma iogm^ the robe gare way to the sword. The law was executed ; but it 
was behind bayonets. Such laws do not last long. (Loud eheers.) Courts 
that sit behind chains, seldom sit more than once. (Renewed cheering.) 

[A Voice— " The Whigs defend it."] 

O, I know that Mr. Choatb has been here, —I heard him, and before a 
Whig caucus, defend the poUcy of the Fugitnre Slare Bill. He told us, 
while I sat in the gallery, of the <* infunous ethics " -^the ** mfamou$ etMics, 
that, from the Declaration of Independence and ite Sermon on the Mount 
deduced the duty of immediate emancipation." The sentiment was receired, 
I am thankftd to say, with a solemn silence, though Ritfus Choatb uttered 
it to an assembly of Webster Whigs. I heard it said to-day, that the Abo- 
litionists had done nothing, because a Fugitive, within the last twelve 
months, had been taken out of Boston. They have done a great deal, since, 
sixteen or seventeen years ago, Pblbo SnuLoua, standing on this platform, 
pointed to that portrait, [the portrait of Washington,] and called him <* tiiat 
Slaveholder." It is not now oonsidered a merit in Washington that he hdd 
Slaves ; men apolof^ for it now. I stood in this hall, sixteen years ago, 
when « Abolitionist" was linked with epithets of contempt, in the silver 
tones of Otis, and all the charms that a divine eloquence and most felicitous 
diction could throw around a bad cause were given it ; the exeited multitude 
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■aemfidaetoftUyiwadftalei^ii^beiiMtliAe magic of his It would 

be sonMtiiiag» If one must die, to die by muh, a hand ; a hand soaewhal 
worthy and able to stifle Anti-Slttrefy, if it cotdd be stifled. The orator was 
worthy of the gigantic task he attempted ; and thousands crowded beliM>e 
lum« every one of their hearts melted in the glowing enthusiasm of that 
doquenoe, beneath whioh Massachusetts had bowed» not imworthily, for 
more than thirty years. I came here again this last hXL It was the flrst 
time that I had been present since at a Whig meeting. I fonnd Burus 
Cmoxtb on the platfoim. Compared with the calm grace and dignity of 
Ons, tiie thought of which came rushing back, he struck me like a monkey 
in oonyulsionB. (Roars of laughter and cheers.) Alas, I said, if the party 
that has owned Massachusetts so long, which spoke to me, as a boy, through 
the lips of QuiNOY and SuiiLivak , of Wbbstb& and Ons, has sunk down to 
the miserable sophistry of this mountebank ! — and I felt proud of the dty 
of my birth, as I looked over the murmuring multitude beneath me^ on 
whom his spasmodic chatter fell like a wet blankel. (Greet laughter and 
cheering.) He did not dare to touch a second time on the Fugitive Slave 
Bill. He taried it once, with his doctrine of ** infomous ethics," and the men 
were as jdlent as the inllars aroimd than. Ah, thou^t I, we have been hero 
a little too often before ; and if we have not impressed the seal of our senti- 
ments very deeply on the people, tiiey have at least learned that immediate 
emancipation, though possibly it be a dream, is not ** in£unous ethics ; " and 
that such doctrine, the Declaration of Independence and the Sermon <m the 
Mount, need more than the flashy rhetoric of a Webster retainer to tear 
them asunder.- (Great cheering.) 

The judges of the Commcmwealth — the judges of the Commonwealth-— 
I have something to say of them. I wish sometimes we lived in Knglapd^ 
and I will tell you why. Because John Bull has some degree of self-respect 
lefit. There is an innate, dogged obstmacy in him, that would never permit 
the successors of a Halb, a BuuiBii, a Manstibld, or a BnotroHAx, to 
stoop beneath any chain that a C^ty Constoble could put round West- 
minster Hall, I was once a member of the profesdon myseli; but glad 
I am so no longer, since the head of it has bowed his burly person to 
Tbanois Tukst's chain. (Cheers.) Bid he hot know that he was making 
history that hour, when the Chief Justice of the Canmonweahh entered 
his own Court, bowing down Hke a criminal beneath a chain four feet from 
the soil } Bid he not know that he was the author of that declsiim whioh 
shall be remembered when every other oase in Pickering's Beports is kst, 
deelazing the Slave Mbd a free woman the moment she sat foot on the soil 
of M assa chu s e tts, and that he owed more respect to himself and his own 
froae, than to dkgrace the ennine by passing beneath a chain? There is 
something in emblems. There is something, cm great occasions, even in the 
attitude of a man. Chief Justice Shaw betrayed the Bench and the Courts 
of the Commonwealth* and the hoiMMr of a noble profossion, when for any 
purpose, still less for the purpose of enabling Gbosge T. Cubtib to act his 
melancholy force in peace, he crept under a chain into his own court room. 
And besides, what a wanttm and gratuitous insult it was ! What danger 
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mm tbtare, vifth two kondred mem inade tihe Govt Bovae, tad three kim- 
died men anHmd it on the sidewalk r Near fire kimdrod swokm poHeemen 
m and arofund that bmLding — what need for any tibaia r It was put there 

i^ wMitnii itimilt tn the tntAm^ nf tlw> rilig^tMi nf Bnatmi, nntkmg ebe ; — m 

wanton serrility to the Slare Powec^ nothing eiae; — in wanton flatterj 
to Dajoel WsBSTKB. Yea, it wag the gratnitonmriw of the inanlt that makes 
it all the more imbearahle ! And the ^ old ehief^" as we loved to call him, 
made himndf, in timid serrilitj, partf to the inanlt and the degradatioB. 
How truly Ammran I Ah, onr Slare system, by no means eadsts only on 
fionthem plantations ! 

We are said to be unreasonable in this manwr of eriti rising the institn- 
tions, laws and men of onr country. It is thonght that, as little men, we 
are bound to tune our Toices and bow our heads to the great intdlects, as 
they^are called, of the land — Mr. WsBSTan and othen. He tdls ns, that 
there are certain important interests concerned in tins question, ndiick we 
are bound to regard, and not abstract theories about Ihe equality of men, 
and the freedom oi humble individuals. Well, all I say to that is, when 
dollars are to be discussed, let. him discuss them with Fbankuh Hatbx, in 
the diieetors' room of the Merchants Bank. Let him discuss them orer the 
bursting ledgers of Milk street — thatistheplacefor dollar talks. But there 
is no room £or dollars in Faneuil HalL Theideaof liberty is the great fon- 
dampntal ]sdnci|de of this spot ; — that a man is worth more than a bank 
Tault. (Loud cheers.) 

I know Mr. Webster Jias, on yarious occasions, intimated that this is not 
statesmanship in the United States ; that the cotton mills of Lowell, the 
schooners of Cape Cod, the coasters of MarMehead, the coal and iron mines 
of Pennsylyania, and the business of Wall street, are the great interests 
which this govemment is framed to protect. He intimated, all through the 
recent discussion, that property is the great element this goyemment is to 
stand by and protect — the test by which its success is to be appreciated. 
Perhajw it is so ; perhiqps it is.so ; and if the making of money, if ten per 
cent, a year, if the pladng of one doUar on the top of another, be the highest 
effort of human skill ; if the answer to the old Puritan catechism — ** What 
is the chief end of man " — is to be changed, as, according to modem State 
craft it ought to be, why, be it so. Nicholas, of Russia, made a catechism 
for the Poles, in which they are taught that Christ is next below God, and 
the Emperor of all the Russias is next below Christ. So, judging by the 
tenor of his recent speeches, Bakiei. has got a catechism, « What is the 
chief end of man } " The old <me of the Wesminster divines, of Seldek and 
Hugh Pbtebs, of Cotton and the Mathebs, used to answer, « To glorify 
God and enjoy him forever; " that is KANS-treason now. The " chief end ' 
of man ? " why, it is to saye the Union ! 

A Voice. — " Three cheers for the Union ! " 

Mr. Phillips. — Feeble cheers those ! — (Great applause) -^ and a very 
thankless office it is to defend the Unicm <m that lay. Did you ever read the 
fable of the wolf that met the dog ? The one was fat, the other gaunt and 
famine struck. The wolf said to the dog, « You are yery fet." " Yes," re- 
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plied the dog, '* I get along very well at home." " Well," said the wolfi 
«« could you take me home ? " " O, certainly." So they trotted along to- 
gether ; but as they neared the house, the wolf caught sight of several ugly 
scars on the neck of the dog, and stopping, cried, ** Where did you get those 
scars on your neck ; they look very sore and bloody ? " " O," said the dog, 
*< they tie me up at night, and I have rather an inconvenient iron collar on 
my neck. But that's a small matter; they feed me well." "On the 
whole," said the wolf, ** taking the. food and the collar together, I prefer to 
remain in the woods." Now, if I am allowed to choose, I do not like the 
collar of Daniel Webstbb and Parson Dewet, and there are certain ugly 
scars I see about their necks. I should not like, Dr. Dewet, to promise to 
return my mother to Slavery ; and, Mr. Webster, I prefer to be lean and 
keep my ** prejudices," to getting fat by smothering them. I do not like 
your idea of the Yankee character, which seems to be too near that of the 
Scotsman, of whom Dr. Johnson said that if he saw a dollar on the other 
side of hell, he would make a spring for it at the risk of fedling in. (Laugh- 
ter.) Under correction of these great statesmen and divines, I cannot think 
this the beau ideal of human perfection. I do not care whether the 
schooners of Harwich, under Slaveholding bunting, catch fish and keep 
them or not ; I do not care whether the nulls of Abbot Lawrence make 
him worth two millions or one ; whether the iron and coal mines of Penn- 
sylvania are profitable or not, if in order to have them profitable, we must 
go down on our marrow bones and thank Daniel Webster for saving 
his Union, call Mayor Biqelow an honorable man and Mayor, and acknowl- 
edge Francis Tuket as Chief Justice of the Commonwealth. I prefer hun- 
ger and the woods to the hopeless task of maintaining the sincerity of Daniel 
Webster, or bending under the chain of Francis Tuket. (Tremendous 
cheering.) 

Sir, I have something to say of this old Commonwealth. I went up one 
day into the Senate Chamber of Massachusetts, in which the Otises, the 
QuiNCYS, and the Adamses, Parsons and Sedgwick, Sewall and Strong, 
have sat and spoke in times gone by ; in which the noblest legislation in the 
world, on many great points of human concern, has made her the noblest 
State in the world, — the good old Commonwealth of Massachusetts, — and 
I stood there to see this impudent City Marshal tell the Senate of Massa- 
chusetts that he knew he was trampHng on the laws of the Commonwealth, 
and that he intended to, so long as cotton-bom and bought Mayors told him 
to do so ! And there was not spirit enough in the Free Soil party,;— no, nor 
in the Democratic party, — there was not self-respect enough in the very 
Senators who were sworn to maintain these laws, to defend them against this 
insolent boast of a City Constable. Now, fellow-citizens, you may, and 
probably do, think me a feuiatic ; till you judge men and things on different 
principles, I do not care much what you think me ; I have outgrown that 
interesting anxiety, — but I tell you this, if I see the Commonwealth upside 
down, I mean to keep my neck ire^ enough from collars to say so ; and I 
think it is upside down when a City Constable dictates law in the Senate 
Chai^ber of Massachusetts. (Loud cheers.) 
15 
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Mr. President, let me add one thing more. For Fmaxcib Tukst, I h«re no 
ejnthet of contempt, or of indignation, fie maj, aftd does, §k wco^st I know, 
perform his duties as Citj Marshal efllci ci itl y and wdL I know he woald« 
had be been present, have done his dntj, and his Deputy stood ready to do it 
that night in Geobge Thompson's presence, if we had really had a Mayor, 
and not an old woman in the Mayor^s chair. (Great laughter and cheenng.) 
I find little £ralt, comparatirely, with the CSty Marshal of Boston, tiiat he 
did the infamous dnty which the merchants of Boston set him. The fruit I 
rather choose to note is that the owner of the brig Acorn can walk up State 
Street, and be as honored a man as he was before ; that JoHir H. Psabsoit 
walks our streets as erect as ever, and no merchant shrinks from his side. 
But we win put the &ct that he owned that brig, and the in£nnous use he 
made of it, so blackly on record, that his children — yes, his childben, — 
would gladly, twenty years hence, forego all the wealth be will leare them, 
to blot out that single record. (Enthusiastic applause ) The time shall 
come when it will be thought the unkindest thing in the woild for any one 
to remind the son of that man, that his fother's name was Johk H. Peabsok, 
and that he owned the Acorn. (Renewed cheering ) 

[At this point a Toice called out, ** Three cheers for John H. Pbabson." 
After what had been said from the platform, such a call was not likdy to 
be very warmly responded to ; but one or two voices were raised, and Mr. 
Phillips continued.] 

Yes, it is fitting that the cheer should be a j)Oor one, when, in the 
presence of that merchant, [pointing to the portrait of John Hancocs.] 
of that merchant, who led the noblest movement for civil liberty ever 
made on this side the ocean, when, in his presence, you attempt to che^ 
the miserable carrier of Slaves, who calls himself^ and alas ! according to 
the present average of State Street, has a right to call himself^ a Boston 
merchant. 

I want to remark one other change, since we were shut out of Faneuil 
HalL It is this : Within a few months, I stood in this HaU, wben Chailles 
Fbancis Adams was on the platform ; — a noble representative, a wortiiy 
son, let me say in passing, of the two Adamses that hung here above him. 
While here he-had occasion to mention the name of Daniel Webstbb, as I 
have once or twice to-night, and it was received with cheer on cheer, four, 
five and six times repeated during the course of his speech. In foct, he 
could hardly go on for the noisy opposition That was at a time when some 
men were crazy enough to think that Daniel would yet be nominated for 
the Presidency ; but those gaudy soap bubbles have all burst. [" Three 
cheers for Daniel Websteb."] Yes, three cheers for Sir Pertinax 
M'Sycophant, who, all his life long has been bowing down to the Slave 
Power to secure the Presidency ; willing to sacrifice his manhood for the 
promise of a mess of pottage, and destined to be outwitted at last. (Cheers.) 
Three cheers for the man who, after "many great and swelling words" 
against Texas, when finally the question of the Mexican war was before the 
Senate, did not dare to vote, but dodged the question, afraid to be wholly 
Southerner or Northerner, and striving, in vain, to outdo Winthop in fodng 
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both ways. (Cheers.) Three cheers for the man who went into Virginia, 
find tinder an ** October snn ** of the Old Dominion, pledged himself — the 
recreant New Englander ! — to silence on the Slaye question ; a pledge infa- 
mons enough in itself, but whose infamy was doubled when he broke it only 
to speak against the Slaye on the seyenth of March, 1850. Three cheers for 
him ! [Tkey were giyen, but so faintly, that a shout of derision went up 
firom the whole audience.] Three cheers for the statesman who said on the 
steps of the Revere House, that " this Agitation must be put down," and 
the Agitatlonists have entered Faneuil Hall before him. (Great applause.) 
Three cheers for the man who could afford no better name to the Abolition- 
ists than ** rub-a-dub Agitators," till Kossuth found no method but theirs . 
to chain the millions to himself ; and then this far-sighted statesman discov- 
ered that ** there were people inclined to imderrate the influence of public 
opinion." (Cheers.) Three cheers for the man wtfo gave the State a new 
motive to send Horace Mann back to Washington, lest we should be thought 
guilty abroad of shocking bad taste in the old Imperial tongue of the 
R(Hnans. (Cheers.) Three, cheers for the man — (O, I like to repeat the 
Book of Daniel) — three cheers for " the Whig — the Massachusetts Whig — 
the Faneuil Hall Whig," who came home to Massachusetts — his own Mas- 
sachusetts, the State he thought he owned, body and soul — that came 
home to Massachusetts, and lobbied so efficiently as to secure the election 
of Chables Sumner to the Senate of the United States. (Loud cheers.) 

A Voice — " Three cheers for Charles Sumner." (Overwhehning ap- 
plause.) [«< Three cheers for Webster."] 

Mr. Phillips continued — I do not know that I care, Mr. Chairman, which 
way the balance of cheers goes in respect to the gentleman whose name has 
just been mentioned [Mr. Webster.] It is said, you know, that when 
Washington stood before the surrendering army of Comwallis, some of the 
American troops, as Comwallis came forward to surrender his sword, began, 
in very bad taste, to cheer. The noble Virginian turned to them and said, 
" Let posterity cheer for us ; " and they were silent. Now, if Daniel 
Webster has done anything on the subject of Slavery which posterity will 
not have the kindness to forget, may he get cheers for it, fifty years hence, 
and in this Hall ; using my Yankee privilege, however, " I rather guess " 
some future D'Israeli wiU be able to put that down in continuation of his 
grandfather's chapter of ** Events that never took place." I much, I very 
much dolibt, whether, fifty years hence, Massachusetts will not choose men 
with back bones to send to Washington ; not men who go there to yield up, 
to the great temptations, social and political, of the capital, the distinctive 
interests of Massachusetts and New England. I believe, no matter whether 
the Abolitionists have done much or Uttle, that the average of political inde- 
pendence has risen within the last ten or fifteen years. I know that strange 
sounds have been heard from the House of Representatives and the Senate 
within the last ten or fifteen years : that the old tone so often breathed 
there of Northern submission has very much changed since John Quinot 
Adams vindicated free speech on the flooQpf that House. I read just now 
a speech worthy, in some respects, of Faneuil Hall, from the lips of Bobbkt 
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RAJfTOUL, in rebuke of a recareant Abolitionist firom the banks of the Con- 
necticut — [Gboboe T. Dayis.] I know not what may be the future 
couise of Mr. Rantoul on this question ; I know not how erect he may 
stand hereafter ; but I am willing to give him good credit in the future, so 
well paid has been this his first bill of exchange. (Great cheering.) He 
has done, at least, his duty to the constituency he represented. He looked 
North for his instructions. The time ha^been when no Massachusetts rep- 
resentatiye looked North; we saw only their backs. They haye always 
looked to the Southern Cross ; they never turned their eyes to thie North 
Star. They never looked back to the Massachusetts that sent them. 
Chablbs Allen and Hq&ace Mank, no matter how far they may be from 
tiie level of what we call Anti-Slavery, show us at least this cheering sign. 
While speaking, they have turned their faces toward Massachusetts. They 
reflect the public opinioif of the State they represent. They look to Faneuil 
Hall, not to ** the October sun of the Old Dominion." Now, Mr. Chairman, 
if we can come to this Hall, year after year ; if we can hold these meetings ; 
if we can sustain any amoimt of ridicule for the sake of Anti-Slavery ; if 
we can fill yonder State House with legislative action that shall vindicate 
the old fame of the State ; if we can fill every town house and school house 
in the State with Anti-Slavery agitation, then the eyes of every caucus and 
every political meeting, and of Congress, will all turn North, and, God 
willing, they shall see a North worth looking at. We will have better evi- 
dence than the somewhat apocryphal assurance of Mr. Wbbsteb, at Marsh- 
field, in '48, that the North Star is at last discovered. Theire will not only 
be a shrine, but worshippers. (Cheers.) 

I have not the voice to detain this meeting any longer. I am rejoiced to 
find myself again in Faneuil Hall. I am glad it has so happened that the 
very first meeting of the Massachusetts Anti- Slavery Society, since April 
12th, 1851, has been within these walls, and that the first note of their 
rebuke of the City Government, and of the Milk Street interest whose 
servant it stooped to be, has been from the platform of Faneuil HalL 
(Applause.) 
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REPORT. 



Another year full of warning and of instruction has passed away 
into the domain of History. A very slight glance at the events which 
swept along in its train is all that we can aflford them. So completely 
has the progress of the Anti-Slavery Movement incorporated its own 
History with that of this country, that the Annals of the one have 
become almost identical with those of the other. In every public 
Act, in every line of policy, in every election to office, in whatever 
furnishes materials or illustration of History, Slavery is to be discerned 
openly or secretly originating, guiding, controlling, commanding. Of 
this necessary predominance, inevitable as long as Slavery and the 
present Constitution of our National Government endure, the past 
year affords as convincing, if not as terrible, examples as any that 
went before it. The recapitulation of its occurrences, having a special 
relation to Slavery, which you require your Board of Homagers to 
give you in addition to that of their performance of the specific work 
you have appointed them to do, must of necessity still be brief and 
imperfect. But we proceed, confident of your indulgent consideration 
of defects inseparable from the task required and the limits within 
which it must needs be confined. 



Congress. 

The opening session of the Thirty-Second Congress could not be 
expected to vie with the robust villany of its infamous predecessor. 
Another such a brood of monsters as the Compromises could hardly 
be hoped for so soon again. All that this Congress can be reasonably 
asked to do is to watch tenderly over the prodigious progeny of its 
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predecessor and see that they receive no detriment from fanatic hands. 
This conservative work it has done, and well done. To be sure, it 
could not emulate the example of that memorable Body and forbid a 
word of disparagement or of discussion to visit too roughly the face of 
the Fugitive Slave Law and the other Compromise Measures. But it 
did what it could. It laid on the table all petitions for the Eepeal or 
Modification of those Measures, or otherwise summarily disposed of 
them. But it did not venture peremptorily to shut up the mouths of 
members, as did the last Congress, — to make a desart and then call 
it Peace. Eloquent words of denunciation, of counsel, of rebuke, 
were uttered in both House and Senate, and reached to the farthest 
comers of the land. 

Mr. GiDDiNGS honorably maintained the post he has so justly won 
and well defended, as chief Champion in those lists against the hosts 
of Slavery. Early in the session he availed himself of the opportu- 
nity offered by the presentation of certain Resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of New Jersey in favor of the Compromises, and eloquently set 
forth the Aggressions of the Slave Power and the servile submission 
of the North, in a Speech of great force and pungency. This called 
down upon him a storm of Pro-Slavery abuse and personal insult from 
Mr. Stanley, of North Carolina, which he stoutly and skillfully turned 
against his indecent assailant. At a later period, in the debate on the 
Deficiency Bill, Mr. Gtiddings spoke again with a boldness and dis- 
tinctness which could not be misunderstood. He said, truly, ** the 
escape of Shadhach, the just and holy manifestation of the popular 
mind at Syracuse, the merited death of Gtorsuoh at Christiana, should 
teach the advocates of the Fugitive Law, and of the Compromises, 
that the Higher Law of our natures, dictated by God and imprinted 
upon the hearts of a Christian people, will eventually set these bar- 
barous enactments at defiance. * * Thousands of agencies are 
now at work preparing the minds of the Southern Slaves for the work 
that lies before them ; a work which, if not accomplished by the voice 
of Truth and Justice, will be perfected in blood. * * The remarks 
I am now making will reach the ears of many thousands now borne 
down by oppression. To them I say, * AU men are created equal ' ; 
— 1/ou are endowed hy your Creator with an inalienable right to 
Liberty; and I add the words of one of Virginia's noblest sons. 
Give me Liberty or give me Death ! " 

When such words as these can be uttered in the ears of the whole 
people, bond as well as free, it does seem as if the passage of the 
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Compromises of 1850 had not quite silenced the Agitation of the 
Slavery question. On the twenty-third of June, Mr. Giddings again 
made a masterly Speech in which he defied the majority to silence him, 
or to stop Agitation in the House or the Nation against Slavery. He 
showed the philosophical necessity of Agitation in the spirit, and 
almost in the words, of the Anti-Slavery Societies. He mocked at 
the failure of the Fuo-itive Slave Law and at the disorace and discom- 
fiture which had overtaken its chiefest supporters. ** What, Sir,'' he 
exclaimed, ** are the descendants of the Pilgrims, of those who bled 
at Bunker's Hill, and on every battle-field of the Revolution, rather 
than pay a paltry tax on tea and stamped paper, supinely to become 
tributary to Southern taskmasters ! No, Sir, by all the hallowed 
associations which cluster around the memory of English and American 
patriots, I avow and declare that I would sooner see every Slaveholder 
in the nation hanged than witness the subjugation of Northern free- 
men to such a humiliating condition ! " This is, certainly, plain and 
bold language, — plainer and bolder than has ever been spoken in 
Congress. And, yet, in this very Speech, Mr. Gtiddings exposes the 
weakness of the position of the Free Soil members by this statement 
of it. 

**We, Sir, (meaning himself and his political friends,) would drive 
the Slave question from discussion in this Hall. It never had a con- 
stitutional existence here. Separate this Government from all inter- 
ference with Slavery ; let the Federal power wash its hands of that 
institution ; let us purify ourselves from its contagion — leave it with 
the States, who alone have pow^er to sustain it ; then. Sir, will agitation 
cease in regard to it here ; then we shall have nothing to do with it, 
our time will no more be occupied with it, and, like a band of freemen, 
a band of brothers, we could meet here, legislate for the prosperity, 
the improvement of mankind, for the elevation of our race." 

A band oi freemen! A band of brothers! Legislating for the 
prosperity, the improvement of mankind, and the elevation of our race ! 
Can Mr. Giddings regard those petty despots as freemen, — those 
miscreants whose coward knives have at his throat as his brethren f 
Does he believe they care aught for improvement of mankind or the 
elevation of the race ? Is this sober earnest, or does it savor of polit- 
ical cant ? Mr. Giddings must know that any such separation of the 
Government from Slavery is a political impossibility. It would, cer- 
tainly, be a great calamity. It must be outside of the present Consti- 
tution that the Capitol is to be built, in which freemen and brothers 
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naj meet for worU-wnie ki^i^Iatioo. The chief use of the present is 
afl the theatre of Anti-SiaveiT AgiUition. 31r. Giddisgs's worthiest 
occapatioQ would be ;rcne should such a mif^ortoDe befall us. Such a 
tsptech as this Ls worth more tk^n all the improTemeDt and eleradoo 
that fraternizing Free Soiiers and Slavedrivere could devise fiw the 
homaa race. 



Me. Rastoci^ 

During the earlier part of the seji&ion the country was amused, if not 
edified, bj a pa^ssage at arms between the Hon. George T. Datis and 
the Hon. Robert Ristocl. 3Ir. Davis had seen fit to make an 
attack upon the Coalition in Massachusetts, to which Mr. Rastoul 
replied, illustrating the inconsistency of Mr. Davis's position by his 
former Anti-Slavery professions and actions. In his Reply, Mr. Davis 
could not deny the Anti-Slavery sins of his youth, he having been for 
eevcral years a Vice-President of that Society ; but he deplored them 
so feelingly and expressed so sincere a contrition that it must have 
been enough to win him the pardon of the sturdiest Slaveholder. Mr. 
Rantoul's demolition of him was complete, and even the Whig Party 
did not venture to put him in nomination again for the next Congress. 
It was an example of even greater humiliation than the favorers of the 
Fugitive Slave Law themselves thought expedient. 

Mr. Rantoul, not long afterwards, made a Speech of surpassing 
ability on the Fugitive Slave Law. He cleared away the clouds of 
sophistry which the combined impudence and ingenuity of its defend- 
ers bad gathered about it. He showed, with great legal acumen 
and learning, that it was utterly unconstitutional, on purely constitu- 
tional grounds. That the clause for the Rendition of Slaves was a 
Compact or Treaty between the States^ and not a Concession of a 
power to Congress. That its execution was left with the States, them- 
selves, in their sovereign capacity, and not deputed to the (Jeneral 
Gt)vemment. It was a masterly exposition of State Rights, under the 
Federal Constitution. He did not deny that Slaves were to be re- 
tamed ; but affirmed that the process was to be provided by every 
State, 80 that each might see to it that no freeman suffered wrong. This 
is as far, we apprehend, as any man owing allegiance to the United 
States Constitution can go, as we may show more at large elsewhere. 
But the Speech was made with a heartiness and freedom of spirit 
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which gave it the ring of true metal. That its earnestness was recog- 
nized by the friends of the Law was shown by his exclusion from the 
Baltimore Democratic Convention by an arbitrary act of tyranny un- 
precedented even in such a body. And that it was acknowledged by 
those that hated it was proved by the unanimous sorrow which was felt 
by all such throughout the country, at his sudden and untimely death. 



Mr. Sumner. 

In our last Report we gave an account of the long and exciting 
contest in the Massachusetts Legislature, which resulted in the election 
of Mr. Charles Sumner to the Senate of the United States. That 
contest wa^ watched in all parts of the country with the deepest in- 
terest, and its result produced exultation or wrath, according to the 
favor or disfavor with which the ideas represented by Mr. Sumnee 
were regarded by different men. His course, consequently, after 
taking his seat, was earnestly watched both by friends and foes, the one 
hoping to find their warmest prophecies more than fulfilled, and the 
other awaiting the development which he was to make of his strategic 
character in that field of fight. Perhaps no new member of Congress 
was ever regarded with such curious eyes, from various motives, as 
Mr. Stjmner. As the session wore away, and nearly eight months had 
elapsed without the demonstration being made in an Anti-Slavery 
direction which had been hoped or feared, men began to marvel in 
their minds and to draw inferences, according to their light and dispo- 
sition, as to whereunto his silence was to grow, 

At last, July 27th, Mr. Sumner rose apd addressed the Senate to 
this effect : — 

" Mr. President — I have a resolution which I desire to offer; and 
I wish, also, to give notice that I shall expect to call it up at as early 
a day as possible, during the morning hour, when I shall throw myself 
upon the indulgence of the Senate to be heard upon it." 

The resolution was then read as follows : — 

'' Resolvedy That the Committee on the Judiciary be requested to 
consider the expediency of reporting a bill for the immediate repeal of 
the Act of Congress, approved September 18, 1850, usually known as 
the Furtive Slave Act.^' 
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Mr. Mason, of Virginia, at once objected to its reception, both 
on the general gronnd of its being ** a question which all agree in- 
volves the continuance of the Union, and on account of the press of 
business at the close of the session which was rapidly approaching." 
The resolution lay over to the next day under the rules. Mr. Sumner 
then moved to take it up, explained the reason of his delay to have 
been his unwillingness to have ** rashly, recklessly, hastily, pushed 
this question before the country, and claiming the privilege, or rather 
the right, to be heard both on account of his own convictions of duty, 
and of those of large numbers of his constituents. If Mr. Sumner 
really hoped that courtesy, or even right that could be withheld, would 
be extended to any man proposing to make an Anti-Slavery Speech, he 
was very soon made conscious of his error. Not a Senator came to his 
assistance, except Mr, Shields, of Illinois, who only endeavored to get 
him a hearing, pledging himself in advance that he would not be con- 
vinced by it. Every other speaker regarded the integrity of the Union 
B8 involved in this question, and refused to consent that it should be 
reopened, or considered the unfinished business of paramount impor- 
tance. The Senate finally refused to take it up by a vote of ten yeas 
to thirty-two nays. 

The time, however, which Mr. Sumner had so long bided, came at 
last. On the 26th of August, the following Amendment was moved 
by the Committee on Finance to the Civil and Diplomatic Appropria- 
tion Bill:— 

*' That where the ministerial officers of the United States have or 
shall incur extraordinary expenses in executing the laws thereof, the 
payment of which is not specifically provided for, the President of the 
tjnited States is authorized to allow the payment thereof, under the 
special taxation of the District or Circuit Court of the district in which 
the said services have been or shall be rendered, to be paid from the 
appropriation for defraying the expenses of the judiciary.'' 

Mr. Sumner moved the following amendment to the amendment : — 

** Provided, That no such allowance shall be authorized for any 
expenses incurred in executing the Fugitive Act of September 18, 1850, 
for the surrender of Fugitives from service or labor ; which said Act is 
hereby repealed." 

Upon this amendment, Mr. Sumner made his long-expected Speech. 
That Speech has entered into almost every household in the Free 
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States, and has overleaped the barriers which would shut out every 
word tainted with the breath of Freedom from the ears of the dwellers 
in the Slave States themselves. It is even yet doing its perfect work. 
The question now is what that work is and how perfect it may be. Its 
work must be good to the extent that its plan goes. It cannot be that 
a rhetorical performance of the eminent merit of this Speech, informed 
as it is with a genuine hatred of Slavery, and setting in array against 
it the countless multitude of its crimes and of its insolences, it cannot 
be that such a production should not widely and deeply influence the 
minds of great multitudes of men. Such a spirit cannot move over 
the face of the deep of a Nation's mind, and leave it void and formless 
as before. Mr. Sumner has helped to sweep away whole webs of sophis- 
tries which the devilish malignity of profligate politicians had spun 
around the infernal work of their hands, and has shown it as it really 
is. He has assisted, most ably, in putting to flight whole troops of 
Shams and Delusions, so cunning of device that it seemed as if they 
might deceive, to the extent they claimed, the very elect. 

Mr. Sumner's Speech, together with Mr. Rantoul's, Mr. Mann's, 
and the other able utterances which have illustrated this Congress^ has 
supplied even the humblest hater of the Slave Act with a reason for 
the faith that is in him. The necessity of the passage of some such 
Act by Congress, and the duty of obeying it until it is repealed, are 
both equally blown to the winds. The unconstitutionality of the 
Fugitive Act has been demonstrated as clearly as any legal or moral 
problem can be. The Constitution has been cleared of this ** damned 
spot " which those who would make it the base tool of their ambitious 
lusts have striven to make cleave to its skirts. The great masses of 
the people, who are still in bondage to the parchment, and who think 
that all its legitimate issues must be of divine effect, have been shown 
that the Constitution is as innocent as the sheep on whose skin it is 
engrossed, of the particular wickedness that sought shelter under its 
shadow. This is good. This is well. But how far is it from striking 
at the root of the evil tree. It is only shifting the iniquity, and the 
responsibility for it, from one set of men's shoulders to another. It is 
only carrying the Little Hunchback from the Jew doctor's door to the 
Christian merchant's. The ghastly lump of deformity is the same ; it 
is only set down in another street. The Slaves, and the American 
Anti-Slavery Society as their next friend, do not complain merely that 
a man who has succeeded in repossessing himself of his own body and 
soul, should be thrust down again into hell by the arm of the General 
2 
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Gt)yeniment. They aver that it is a crime of the most horrid dye, let 
it be done by whom it may. It is the blow aimed at the life's life of 
the Slave that we protest against — not the hand, merely, that deals it. 

Mr. Sumner treats with fine scorn the new-fangled vocabulary of 
Pro-Slavery, by which Slavery is made National and Liberty Section- 
al. But we do not think he has made oat his case, to the full extent 
of his claim. The framers of the Constitution, undoubtedly^ did not 
foresee how Slavery was destined to overshadow the whole land, and 
would be at a loss to understand the language of the special Sons of 
Liberty of this day; but they did recognise and protect property 
in Slaves to the extent of forbidding any State to make laws for the 
security and freedom of escaping Slaves, and for their rendition on 
claim, to say nothing of the prohibition of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade for twenty years, a clause under which it may be revived at any 
time. It seems to us a distinction without a difference to say that 
property in man is not recognised by the Constitution as much as the 
right of the citizen of one State to enjoy all the rights of Citizenship 
in every other State. The right of the master to his Slave is as much 
a National right as the right of Mr. Hoar to go to Charleston, South 
Carolina, to commence an action at law, to try a question of personal 
freedom. All that the Constitution says, or implies, in either case, is, 
that the States shall make no laws infringing upon these rights, and 
shall make all laws necessary to secure them. The Constitution is 
utterly set at nought by South Carolina when its clause for securing 
the rights of Northern men interferes with Slavery. Will the time 
never come when Massachusetts will do as much in behalf of Liberty ? 
We hope that it will come, and that speedily ; but when it does come, 
its coming will sweep over the ruins of the Constitution — ruins from 
which a fairer edifice than our Fathers knew how to build, shall arise. 

Mr. Sumner says, ** for myself, I know no better aim, under the 
Constitution, than to bring the Glovemment back to the precise position 
on this question which it occupied on the auspicious morning of its 
first organization under Washington ; that the sentiments of the 
Fathers may again prevail with our rulers, and that the National Flag 
may nowhere shelter Slavery.'* Well, perhaps, there is no " better aim, 
under the OonstittUian,^^ that a public man can take. But what an 
aim it is ! An aim directed just as point^lank at the heart of the 
Slave as the Fugitive Slave Act itself, only made with a different 
weapon and from a different stand. For what was the position of the 
Fathers on the thirtieth of April, 1789, when Washington swore to 
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maintain the Constitution of the United States? Mr. Sumner does 
not deny, as we understand him, that there was ** a Compact " be- 
tween the States then united into a Nation, that Fugitive Slaves should 
be restored to their owners. Well, that was a Compact meant to be 
observed, we apprehend, and not to be broken. The States, for cer- 
tain accruing advantages, agreed with one another to do certain specific 
things, one of which was that ** persons owing service and labor, &c., 
shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service and 
labor may be due." The only question, we conceive, between Mr. 
Rantoul and Mr. Sumner, and Commissioners Curtis and Ingra- 
nAM, is, as to who shall provide the process for this restoration. These 
latter oracles maintaining (on the authority of the Supreme Court in 
the Prigg case) that this power is Constitutionally vested in Congress, 
while the former gentlemen most impregnably establish the position 
that it was an article of Compact to be executed in the States them- 



But, either by Nation or State, this clause is to be made operative. 
Does Mr. Sumner deny this ? We think not. We consider that the 
Free States stand towards the Slave States as to the matter of the ren- 
dition of Slaves, as- the United States do towards England as to the ex- 
tradition of criminals. The Fugitive Slave Law is as gross an insult 
to the Free States as would be an Act of Parliament providing process 
for the arrest and recovery of felons in the United States ; and the 
attempts at its^ execution are as outrageous assaults on their rights as 
would be an attempt to seize Bjlinb or Meagher (supposing, in the 
last case, treason to have been included among the crimes enumerated 
in the Treaty) by a British force. But still, the process necessary for 
the due execution of the Treaty on the one hand, and of the Compact 
on the other, must be provided by the competent authorities. Felons 
are to be returned to England and Slaves to Georgia. Supposing it 
were unanimously granted that this was an Article of Compact, and 
that Legislation on the part of the States was necessary to carry it 
into effect, is not such necessary Legislation to be had ? Does not 
good faith demand it ? Would Mr. Sumner have this clause defeated 
by the inaction or the treacherous action of the Legislatures of the 
Free States ? If he would, how does he reconcile his opinion with his 
obligation to support the Constitution ? And how^ in such case, could 
he blame the Slaveholding States for seceding on the ground that the 
Compact was broken ? 

But we suppose Mr. Sumner and the Free Soil party generally, 
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admit that the Constitution does require the rendition of Slaves. 
What they are reduced, in the last analysis, to contend for, is, that 
such a process shall be provided as shall secure any freeman from 
being taken as a Slave. Now, this does not satisfy us, for it is very 
far from satisfying our clients, the Slaves. We objected to ihe rendi- 
tion of Thomas Sims not because he was not a Slave, but because he 
WAS A Man ! Let Mr. Sumner draw up the law of Massachusetts 
that is to carry out thb Compact ; let him hedge • round the man 
claimed with every bulwark of common law ; let him be tried before 
ihe full Bench of the Supreme Court, by a Special Jury ; let counsel 
be furnished and his witnesses be paid by the State ; let eveiy possible 
impediment be interposed between the Slavehunter and his prey ; and 
if, after all, the jury is compelled by the force of evidence to find that 
the defendant is a Slave, is he not to go back to his master ? We do 
not see how Mr. Sumner can help answering yes ! But we say No ! ! 
A thousand times, NO I ! ! Perish the Union, perish the Constitu- 
tion, first ! 

We were, from the beginning, well satisfied that it was Mr. Sum- 
ner's determination to do his duty in this matter, and were content to 
let him take his own time, and his own way, for* doing it, though it 
might not be our way. We are still satisfied that our way would have 
been the best, and are more than ever satisfied that his delay was a 
mistake in judgment. But he had as perfect a right to form and cany 
out his own plan as we have to criticise it. Criticism is the essence of 
Anti-Slavery. It is ** nothing if not critical." The Abolitionists sit 
in judgment upon Slavery, its abettors, and its assailants, and the 
ordeal to which they have subjected Mr. Sumner is no more than Mr. 
Adams, Mr. Giddings, Mr. Mann, Mr. Allen, Mr. Hale, and eveiy 
Anti-Slavery member of Congress has had to pass through, as well as 
the Calhouns, Clays, and Websters. We are censorious, if you 
please ; but it is with the censuring eyes of an intelligent Slave look- 
ing on what is done for or against him. We have to judge of the 
state of facts as they appear before us when they occur, and we do 
affirm, that no men in the world are more candid and dispassionate in 
their judgment, or more ready to rectify an error when they discover 
it. And with reason good. For we have no self ends to answer, 
uid it is neither our object nor our wish to injure the influence or 
the character of any man willing to help the Slave in any degree. 
But our whole strength and efficiency lies in the plainness and fidelity 
of our speech towards friends and foes. 
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It is of small consequence to Mr. Sumner or the world wbat our 
ideas as to his best coarse are ; but, still, we are disposed to favor both 
the one and the other with them. We apprehend that Mr. Sumner's 
plan was to secure his position among his fellow-senators so as to leave 
them, as gentlemen as well as public men, without excuse if they 
refused to hear him. He wished to show that he was not a man of 
One Idea, and, by assiduous attention to public business and a careful 
observance of all public and private courtesies, to secure a hearing on 
this particular matter. We think that this was a mistaken policy. 
They would, very possibly, have been willing to compound for a quiet 
session of eight months by consenting to a speech against the Fugitive 
Law at the end of it, if they could have done it without damaging 
themselves. But the animus that informed them is evident from the 
f/eas and nays on his first motion for leave to bring in. Nothing but 
the palpable and notorious opportunity which the Friends of the Law 
themselves gave him, or some equally unmistakeable case of right, we 
believe, would have sufficed to get him a hearing. That such a body 
of unscrupulous politicians as the majority of the Senate would have 
regarded any of the claims of courtesy or decency on an occasion 
which would give rise to a Pro-Slavery clamor, we regard as a political 
and moral impossibility. We think, therefore, that nothing was gained 
in this direction by the delay, while very much was lost. Mr. Sumner, 
of course, differs from us in this opinion, and it was his judgment and 
not ours that he was to take for his guide. But we ** who sit by the 
fire will talk of what 's done in the Capitol." It is our prerogative 
and one which we do not mean to lose by our own laches. 

The only advantage that we can imagine, at this stage of time, in 
having a Free Soil or Anti-Slavery man in either branch of Congress, 
consists in the amount of Agitation he can create there, and by that 
means throughout the country. Any actual and immediate change in 
the public policy no one expects could be accomplished, though all 
the orators of " Athens and free Eome " should rise from the dead to 
urge it Such a change of policy is only to be achieved by a change 
of heart and mind in the people themselves, and the means of grace 
appointed for such conversion consist in importunate and untiring Agi- 
tation. It was by the use of such means that Mr. Sumner and his 
small band of Free Soil companions have been placed in Congress. 
It is by the continued use of such that fresh laborers are to be sent 
into that field, and the harvest to be hastened. Now, it is our belief 
that if Mr. Sumner had asked leave to bring in his bill for the Repeal 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 REPORT. 

of the AbomiDable Bill within a fortnight after taking his seat, and 
had continued to carry on a running fight, throughout the entire ses- 
sion, with the ability he has to make it effective, he would have put 
the general mind in a better and more forward state of preparation than 
he has now done, for making that unmistakeable demand to which 
alone politicians listen. 

It is very possible, indeed^ that he might have aroused such a spirit 
of hostility in the Senate that effectual means would have been devised 
to prevent his making his Speech on that floor. But this, we conceive, 
would have been of very inferior importance to the continual reminder 
of the public mind, compelled by repeated attempts and reiterated 
protests against the tyranny that gagged him, of the paramount despot- 
ism which would enter into the most secret chambers of imagery and 
strangle thought and feeling, if it could, to make its own tyranny the 
more secure. For it will be remembered, that the despotic power of 
Congress has not, as yet, laid hold of the press. The Senate could 
have shut their own ears to his words, but they could not have silenced 
the ten thousand trumpet-tongues of the press. Mr. Sumner's Speech 
is having a wide circulation, perhaps the widest any Speech ever had 
in this country ; but we strongly incline to the belief that its diffusion 
would have been even greater than it is had it been announced as the 
Speech which the Senate would not suffer him to make. Especially 
had it come immediately after such a session of Agitation as John 
QuiNCY Adams knew how to keep alive in the other House. It seems 
to us that the actual delivery of a Speech, however admirable, in the 
ears of four or five hundred people, more or less, is very subordinate 
in importance to the stirring up of twenty millions for eight consecutive 
months. 



Mr. Mann and Others. 

In the interval between Mr. Sumner's abortive attempt and his suc- 
cessful effort, on the seventeenth of August, the Hon. Horace Mann 
made perhaps the most effective and telling Anti-Slavery Speech that 
was ever made in Congress. For fiery eloquence, keen sarcasm, iron- 
linked logic, clearness of statement and high moral tone, it has certain- 
ly never been surpassed in the Halls of Congress. Great numbers of 
this Speech, as well as of Mr. Sumner's, were scattered over the land 
and thus helped to convert Congress to the only useful purpose to 



Digitized by V^iOOQIC 



MR. MANN AND OTHERS. 15 

which it can be put. Earlier in the session a very excellent Speech 
was made by Mr. Townshend, of Ohio, an Englishman by birth and 
one who did not leave his hereditary hatred of Slaveiy behind him 
when he emigrated to America. At no former session of Congress 
were there so many and so thorough Anti-Slavery Speeches made. A 
fact which shows that the factious attempt of the previous Congress to 
sUence discussion has not yet been recognised as the higher law of the 
land. During the present se&sion of the Thirty-Second Congress the 
question of Slavery has been touched upon only incidentally and per- 
functorily. But an unprecedented stretch of Slaveholding audacity 
has excluded every Free Soil Senator from the Senate Committees, on 
the avowed ground that they stand " outside of any healthy political 
organization ! " To this insult we regret to say no adequate protest 
nor even any natural expression of indignation has been opposed. 
Mr. Hale met it with a jest. 

But though the Thirty*Second Congress has not been able to better 
the bad doings of its predecessors or even to maintain the servile 
silence which that tyrannical body effected, during its last session, still 
it was not for the lack of the best of dispositions. This was shown by 
the Eesolutions proposed in both Houses, which reaffirmed the Com- 
promises, pronounced them final, and condemned all Agitation of them 
in any form or place. A more brazen impudence than this could 
hardly be imagined. Who invested them, the creatures of an hour^ 
(or, almost, of two years, — but a second in a nation's lifetime,) with 
power to fix the policy of the nation for all eternity ? Who gave them 
unlimited control over all future legislation ? To be sure, the assump- 
tion is a political absurdity. It can be of no binding force on any 
future Congress, or itself, if it should change its mind. But it is none 
the less an impudent assumption, and an insult to the Nation, had the 
Nation any spirit left in its heart. It is equivalent to the things made 
saying to those that made them, what we approve you must abide by, 
forever. We are not your servants, but your masters. We have the 
power to bind and to loose, and we hold the keys of the political heaven 
and hell. And who are these men ? Are they Presidents for life. 
Emperors, Dictators, invested with absolute power for an indefinite 
period ? They are mere temporary servants, not acknowledged mas- 
ters. They are appointed to do certain things. They are hired for a 
specific purpose. They may do a vast deal of mischief in the discharge 
of their regular functions. But, thank heaven, they cannot make their 
mischief perdurable. They may make Compromises and pass Fugitive 
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Laws ; but ihey haye no power to eternise ihem. The gift ci immor- 
talitj is not theirs to bestow. They are bnt the diadow which the 
people east As the snbstance changes its fofnn, the shadow must 
change its shape. As well might the shadow^ which a man casts npon 
the wall as he walks in Uie son, resolye itself to be a finality and a 
perpetual entity. As the man changes his postore, the shadow changes 
its shape ; and, as he finally passes on, it flits after him and dkappears. 
Bat, still, though Congress be bnt a shadow, it most philosophically, 
as well as politically, argues a substance which projects it. The action 
of Congress denotes a foregone conclufflon. It shows tiiat the lackeys 
knew the minds of the masters who had sent them up to Wadiington 
on this errand. They would not have dared to do and say what they 
haye if they had not had their masters with Uiem. The insolence of 
their action, and the danger of it, too, lies in the attempt of an ephe- 
meral body, like Congress, undertaking to establish permanent Consti- 
tutions of Goyemment for the people. And the most t^ireatening 
danger of all is, when the people consent that it shall be so. When 
the masters, instead of stripping their liyeries oyer their ears and turn- 
ing their eyil seryants out of doors by the shoulders, consent to the 
clidm they make to lord it oyer the heritage they haye inherited from 
their fathers. The assumption of petty politicians in Washington to 
haye settled foreyer the questions with which Slayery had to do and to 
clap a padlock on lips in and out of Congress, would be simply ridicu- 
lous and absurd, were it not for the reception which these pretensions 
met with at home. One would suppose, to listen to the Slayecatching 
speeches at Castle Garden and in Eaneuil Hall, and to the Slaye- 
catching sermons of the Dewbys, Springs, Barretts, Ttngs, and their 
tribe, that the drunken Congress that insulted God and tibie human 
race with those atrocities, were a select Conyention of all the wisdom 
of the whole country to establish a new, or to reform an old, form of 
Goyemment I Their action was not to be disturbed, forsooth ! A^tar 
tion should cease, indeed ! What institutions, in this country, are not 
liable to disturbance, and that lawfully, we should like to know? 
Haye we not a right to propose the establishment of a decent Mon- 
archy, if we please, instead of the dirty Oligarchy that now lords it 
oyer us ? And may it not be accomplished, strictly according to the 
forms of law ? Much more, who is to hinder the change or repeal of 
any mere acts of legislation ? And how is any change or any improye- 
ment to be wrought out, saye by A^tation ? 
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The Presidential Election. 

The Couniay has just passed through one of those quadrennial fer- 
mentations to which its body politic is constitutionally subject. The 
Chief End of Man in America has been again accomplished, and 
another President has been made. The whole process of the manufac- 
ture, with all its antecedents and consequences, has only taught over 
again the lessons of many former Elections. It has again justified the 
Abolitionists as the truest of prophets. They ground their conclusions 
on fixed laws of human nature, and prophecy from the fullness of a 
foregone experience. There is nothing marvellous in our divination. 
It is nothing more marvellous than is that daily miracle which causes us 
to see what is before our eyes when we open them. The difference 
between the Abolitionist and his neighbors is not so much in the 
superior sharpness of his natural sight, as it is in the circumstance that 
it is natural ; that he looks through no distorting or exaggerating me^ 
dium ; that his *^ visual nerve " has been '* purged with euphrasy and 
rue,^' and sees things and men as they really are. His advantage is 
that of a man of ordinary acquaintance with a mixed game of chance 
and skill, who looks over the shoulders of the players, without interest 
in the stake, in judging of the chances of the various competitors. 
What event in our history for the last twenty years have they not pre- 
dicted ? The designs on Texas were discerned and put on record, 
when the whole country, North and South, were unanimous in disclaim- 
ing them. The inevitable necessity of the Mexican war, and its neces- 
sary issues, were beheld and proclaimed afar off. Even as they did not 
fear to prophecy that Slavery would alight upon New Mexico and 
Utah, in spite of "the laws of phyacal geography and of Asiatic 
scenery," and as they even now see its vulture eye gorging itself with 
the near and certain prey of Cuba. And even though their vaticina- 
tions seemed to be disappointed in the rescue of Califomia from its 
gripe by the extraordinary infusion of New England blood into its body 
politic, it seems that we are like to have half our prediction, at least, 
fulfilled, by the division of the State for Slaveholding purposes. The 
child is to be hewn asunder so that the harlot may have her half — if 
she be denied the whole — of what had never belonged to her at all. 

The fact is, we have a clue which is sure to disentangle for us the 
mazes of our political labyrinth. Wherever we may lay hold of one 
end of it, however far it may seem to be from any such connection, we 
3 
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are sore to find Slavery at the other. ThsB ia the key to all our mys- 
teries, the solution of all i^parent enigmas, the explanation of all 
puzzles, however problematical. A black thread has mn through the 
whole tissue of our history ; or, rather, a black ground-work underlies 
the whole and ^ves foundation and consistence to the whole fiEd)ric. It 
has been ever so ; but it has not been always seen to be so. At limes, 
as when Louisiana was purchased and erected into a State, and when 
Missouri entered the Sisteriiood with her dowry oi Slaves, an instino- 
tive feeling seemed to pervade the torpid North as to the power and 
designs of Slavery. But it was not until the Abolitionists organized 
themselves into a corps of observation, and, without hoping or fearing 
anything from the predominant power ci the land, set itself to Uie work 
of watching and exposing the arts and machinations of the Slaveholders, 
that they were reduced to an exact Science, which every one may un- 
derstand^ if he will. The Abolitionists have not created the political 
element of Slavery — though one might think so^ to hear some politi- 
cians talk. They have only explained and demonstrated it. Every 
President, from Washington, inclusive, who has had his two terms, 
has been so because of his holding of Slaves, and the two Apamsib 
were successively cut short Jn mid career, because they lacked the 
support of this element of power. It was not seen so distinctly then, 
as now ; but it was the Slaveholding influence Uiat predominated in 
all those elections, and which, when a Northern man, by mischance, 
obtained the Chair, gave itself neither sleep to its eyes nor slumber to 
its eyelids until it had toppled him down. 

As must needs be the case while we live under our present Consti- 
tution of Government, the operations of the whole four years, since 
Qen. Tatlor's Election, were directed, with reference to the next 
Term. The Whigs sought to maintain the supremacy which they en- 
joyed by the grace of Martin Yan Buren, by imitating Uie examples 
of subserviency to the will of the Slave Power which the Democrats 
had so often set before them, and which had been so often rewarded 
with the ^ of Power. The Democrats, of course, were laying the 
plans of their campaign so as to secure to them restoration to that do- 
minion which they had lost in a manner so singnlar and unexpected. 
As their end was the same, the prominent candidates of both parties 
resorted to the same means. And what was the instinctive action of 
every one of them ? To assure the Slave Power of his fidelity to it, 
and of the security with which it could repose its interests in his hands. 
This was always necessary ; but it was done tacitly and was taken for 
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granted before the Abolitionists made a public Confession of Eaiili 
essential to political salvation. General Cass was instant in season 
and out of season in making his Calling and Election sure. Mr. Fill- 
more had only to point to his signature of the Fugitive Slave Bill, as 
Manlius to the Capitol, to* give grateful assurance of his self-devotion 
to his country. General Butler performed his act of homage, so as 
to be seen and known of all men, as his sufficient qualification for a 
Democratic Nomination. General Scott, himself, though under the 
tutelage of wiser men than himself, could not be held back until the 
accepted time from intimating his readiness to throw his sword as the 
Conqueror of Mexico into the trembling scale of Whig possibilities. 
While Mr. Webster made a very mountebank of himself and carried 
his wares to almost every market, making incessant proclamation that 
he was the only authentic inventor of the patent medicine that was to 
. save the Union. So with all, Buchanan, Marcy, Dickinson, Wool, 
whoever thought that, by acccident or design, the choice of the Con- 
ventions might fall upon them, made haste to make friends with the 
Mammon of Slaveholding Unrighteousness. 



The Democratic Convention. 

First in order of time was held the Democratic Convention. It 
assembled at Baltimore early in June, and for two or three days a long 
succession of unsuccessful ballotings followed one another. General 
Cass and Mr. Buchanan were the most prominent candidates for the 
first forty-eight ballots, — though for a few of the last Governor Marcy 
divided the contest for the second place, in some measure, with Mr. 
Buchanan. Messrs. Douglass, Butler, Houston, Lane, and Dodge 
were the other unsuccessfol aspirants. It was not untLL the thirty-fifth 
balloting that General Pierce appeared in the lists. From that time 
he gradually gained strength till he reached fifty-five votes on the 
forty-eighth ballot, from which he jumped at once to two hundred and 
eighty-two votes and was then nominated by acclamation. William 
B. B^iNG, of Alabama, was then nominated for the Vice-Presidency. 
As soon as the Presidential Nomination was known, by telegraph, at 
Washington, poor General Cass and Mr. Douglass, whose hopes were 
probably the best grounded and most sanguine of any of the candi- 
dates, hastened to send on with the same lightning speed, their submis- 
sion to the ^ficU of the party. Like Turkish Pachas, they placed their 
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owB deaUHvarnoit on tfaeir heads and bkased it, ildio^^ ii < 
them to £dl the next moment. 

A great rtmggk lad bees made to eatabfiah the Plal&m of the 
Partj before the Nommation was made. Bnt this was TOted down, for 
the purpose of proiiding a way whereby the Bam-bmnkig heresy mi^ 
return, without too flagrant ioeonsislaicy, ba^ into the bosom of the 
true Bemoeratie Chnrdi. As soon as the bnsineaB was orer, howe?», 
the Platform was reported and adopted by a Tery large Tota. It was 
affirmed, indeed, by the unfriwids of the Compromises, that it was 
proposed and passed in the fanrry and eonfbsion attending the breaking 
1^ of the Convention, and that it was heard and ¥Oted npon by a Teiy 
small nomber oi delegates. From Uiese cirenmstanoeB, and the &et 
that the Plaiform was not ereeted until after the Nominatioos had been 
made, the New York Evening Post and other Bambnmer authorities, 
maintained that it was binding neither npon the candidates nor ihe 
party, and aeeepted and supported the one withoot regard to the other. 
The material part <^ tiiis Platfiirm is contained in the three following 
Besolntions: — 

9. That Congress has no power under the Constitation to interfere 
with or control the dcnnestic institutions of the several States, and that 
such States are the sole and proper judges of everything appertaining 
to their own afiairs, not prohibited by the Constitution ; that all efforts 
of the Abolitionists or others, made to induce Congress to interfere 
with questions of Slavery, or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, 
are calculated to lead to Uie most alarming and dangerous consequences ; 
and that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to diminish the 
happmess of the people, and endanger the stability and permanency of 
the Union, and ought not to be countenanced by any friend of our 
political institutions. 

Besohed, That the foregoing proposition covers, and was intended 
to embrace, the whole subject of Slavery agitation in Congress ; and 
therefore the Democratic Party of the Union, standing on this national 
platform, will abide by and adhere to a faithful execution of the acts 
known as the Compromise measures settled by the last Congress — the 
act for reclaming ftigitives from service or labor included — which act 
being designed to carry out an express provision of the Constitution, 
cannot with fidelity thereto be repealed, or sowchanged as to destroy or 
impair its efficiency. 

Resolved, That the Democratic Party will resist all attempts at 
renewing in Congress, or out of it, the agitation of the Slavery ques- 
tion, under whatever shape or color the attempts may be made. 

Whatever scdvo to their consciences the Van Burbn section of the 
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Pemeerats may have foimd in the way in whicli the Platform was 
erected, General Piibcb had no difficuIdeB in his mind concerning it. 
He had no scruple about mounting it, nor did his most virulent oppo- 
nents during the Canvass ever question that it was his appropriate 
place. We know very little of General Piesce, and nothing that is 
very bad. We take him to be a second-rate New Hampshire lawyer. 
But this is no argument against his making a very sufficient President 
of the United States. Little, however, as wo know about him, it is 
quite as much as the great majority of those that voted for him. We 
su|^se had the inhabitants of the United States been polled on the 
day he was nominated, nine-tenths of them would be obliged to ac- 
knowledge that they had never heard of him. But as to the main 
qualification of making a clean sweep of all the Whig office-holders 
and rewarding his friends with the spoils of his victory, he may be 
relied upon. His name will be as good at the bottom of a commission 
as that of Washington hunself. The Democrats mean to come into 
power, and one counter will serve as well to mark their success as 
anotlier. The South nominated him, ^ North accepted him. Cass, 
Buchanan, and Douglass all hail his name as the best in the world, 
alter their own. 

But there was poetical justice attending this selection which could 
not but be gratifying to all who love to see it. That the Compromises 
must be made a part of the Platform we knew before it was built. 
That General Pierce will do as much to maintain it as General Cass 
or any other man could do, we verily believe. But, then, none of the 
men who fastened it upon the country, and who built their hopes of the 
Presidency upon their services in that direction, have got the nomina- 
ti(m. Nor even any of the men who made haste to identify themselves 
with it, or who have publicly touched it in any way. Just before the 
Convention, a certain Bobert G. Scott^ of Virginia, took it upon 
himself to write to all the persons ever mentioned as possible candi- 
dates at Baltimore, interrogating them as to their fidelity to Slavery. 
Every one of them, as soon as they received the firman of their mas- 
ter, fell upon his knees, put his mouth in the dust, without putting his 
hand over it, and ate dirt in a way that might astonish a Bushman. 
All except General Pierce, and he is the man that got the nomina- 
tion I Now we do not doubt his entire readiness to eat any quantity 
of that necessary aliment of Northern ambition ; but we think he had 
discretion enough to see that a masterly inactivity was his true policy. 
It was perfectly understood that the Compromise was to be endorsed 
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and made part of the Platform ; but, ihen, by way of sop to ihe ene- 
mies of the Compromise, real and politic^ no man was to be nominated 
who had ever touched it, eyen with the nib of his pen ! It was a 
lesson, could they ever learn, which might teach Northern aspirants 
wisdom that might be profitable to direct them. 



Th« Whig Convention. 

Soon after the Democrats had made their nomination, the Whig Con- 
vention was held, also in Baltimore. Here the Whigs endeavored to 
go beyond the Democrats in their readiness to swear allegiance to 
Slavery. Their Platform was adopted before the ballotings began. 
This was constructed by a Southern Caucus the night before the meet- 
ing, and was adopted by a large majority, though there were sixty-six 
votes recorded agunst it. Of this minority not one belonged to the 
Massachusetts Delegation, though there were two members of it who 
adhered firmly to General Soott, of whose friends it was chiefly, if not 
entirely, composed. The Eighth Besolution contains the latest Con- 
fession of Faith of what called itself four years ago (at least at the 
North,) the true Anti-Slavery party : 

8th. That the series of resolutions known as the Compromise, in- 
cluding the Fugitive Slave Law, are received and acquiesced in by the 
Whig party of the United States, as a settlement in principle and sub- 
stance — a final settlement — of the dangerous and exciting subjects 
which they embrace ; and so far as the Fugitive Slave Law is con- 
cerned, we will maintain the same, and insist on its strict enforcement, 
until time and experience shall demonstrate the necessity of future 
legislation against evasion or abuse, but not impairing its present effi- 
ciency ; and we deprecate all future agitation of the Slavery question 
as dangerous to our peace ; and we will discountenance all efforts at 
the renewal or continuance of such agitation, in Congress or out of it, 
whenever, wherever, or however the attempts may be made, and will 
maintain this system of measures as a policy essential to the nationality 
of the Whig party, and the integrity of the Union. 

This preliminary having been arranged the i)alloting began. Bra- 
a session of five days the main contest was between the friends of Mr. 
Fillmore and of General Scott, whose votes averaged in fifty ballot- 
ings, one hundred and thirty-three and one hundred and thirty-four 
respectively. Mr. Webstbe, whose friends were insanely sanguine of 
his success, never reached more than thirty-two votes at any time, and 
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only averaged twenty-nine. The reliance of the Webster faction was 
upon the Slaveholding delegates, who went almost in a body for Mr. 
Fillmore, and who it was hoped would finally change their votes in 
Mr. Webster's favor, in consideration of his humiliations and his ser- 
vices. But it was a broken reed on which they leant. 

On the fifty-third balloting enough of the supporters of Mr. Fillmore 
changed their votes to secure the nomination of General Scott. Not a 
single Slaveholding vote was vouchsafed to the Champion of the Com- 
promises ! This result, which gave very general satisfaction to the 
Party at large, General Scott being obviously the only candidate that 
had the shadow of a chance, was received with blank dismay or loud 
imprecations by the men who had done and sacrificed so much for the 
elevation of Mr. Webster. It was an instance of the punishment of 
perfidy and meanness such as is seldom beheld. The position of S;hose 
parasites and sycophants was truly humiliating and mortifying. It is 
no wonder they were filled with wrath and shame. 

There they were — the Retainers, the Signers of Webster Letters, 
the Getters-up of Union Meetings, the men whose apprentices formed 
the Sims Brigade, the ** Fifteen Hundred Scoundrels," as Wendell 
Phillips fitly styled them, who volunteered their aid to Marshal 
Devens to help him carry poor Sims from the chained Court House to 
Pearson's Slave Ship — there they were, disappointed, disgraced, 
scorned, spit upon, their hopes a delusion and they themselves the 
laughing stock and derision of the whole country ! These Boston men 
had risked their all upon a single stake, and that stake the elevation of 
another man, and they lost it all. Not even the miserable satisfaction 
of a chance of being beaten was vouchsafed to them. They had denied 
everything that they had bragged of in former times. They devoured 
their former words by scores and by hundreds ; they made the lowest 
and most disgraceftil prostrations to the Slave Power that had ever 
been made, and had done the dirtiest work that had ever been de- 
manded of human hands, and all they asked of their Southern masters 
was the poor boon of the nomination of the man they owned, and they 
were refused so much as a single vote for him ! A fit ending for what 
was begun on the SevenA of March, 1850 ! Daniel Webster then 
offered himself in market-overt to the South. He had diligently done 
their work and humbly bowed himself before them ever since, and in 
return he got not a vote beyond the Potomac ! And but six out of 
New England I 

Never was wickedness more signally punished — never were the in- 
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siniments of Diyine Justice more fitly diosen. All eoiiTerauii wi& 
the AntihSlayery cause know tiiat what is now History has been pn^he- 
sied by the Abolitionists ever since that gigantic Treastm was com- 
mitted. We always told the world that the Slayeholders would neyer 
trust Daniel Webster. They might use him, (and t^ey ha»e^ 
gladly,) but they would never let him use them. Hie snare he laid 
for them was set too openly in the eyes of such crafty fowl as i^y. 
The dough-face Fillmore was material better adapted to tiie manipur 
lation of their plastic hands, tlian the cast-iron yillany of Webster. A 
bitter aggravation of his mortification, too, to have one whom he must 
so cordially despise preferred to him by those for whose &vor he had 
sacrificed everything ! In Ambition as in Love it is no slight embit- 
terment to see a meaner rival carry away the prize. 

" But whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 
Through her perverseness ; but shall see her gained 
By afar worse ! " 

He might have kept his soul and his honor, and have had quite as 
many votes in the Convention, after all ! He need not have invented 
the enormous Lie of the Danger to the Union. He need not have 
debauched the souls of his party in the City to which he owes so much 
(in more senses than one) and to the extent c^ his ability throughout 
the Free States. It was of no avail that he crushed the life out of 
religion and ground morality to powder, making Doctors of Divinity 
teach for doctrine that tiie Law of Congress is paramount to the Law 
of God, and that the catching of negroes is the chief end for which man 
was created, and for which Christ died. 

It is no unholy triumph that swells one's heart in view of such an 
event as this defeat of Daniel Webster. It is the joyful accepting of 
the truth that Congress is not Omnipotent to dethrone the Gx)d of 
Heaven and Earth, and that He still maketh the wrath of man to 
praise Him. Great ViUanies are sometimes permitted to prosper. 
We often see Wickedness exalted to the High Places and flourishing 
like a green bay tree. Nay, wo see little else in this accursed country. 
But when there is a signal defeat to an overweening and unprincipled 
Ambition — when intellectual powers equal to the mightiest enterprises 
stoop to the lowest and the worst — when talents and influence which 
might have led the hosts of freedom on to victory against the armies of 
the aliens are surrendered for personal ends and put to the most infa- 
mous uses, and when those ends are defeated, and he sent away disap- 
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pointed and disgraced, it is an occasion of the pnrest rejoicing, of the 
holiest triumph. When a man sells himself to the Devil, it is well to 
see that he does not get his pay ! And those who thought it glory 
enough to follow their leader into any measure of infamy, it is good to 
see them, too, joined with him in his disgrace and disappointment. 
And of both these satisfactions the day of this Convention has been the 
witness. Be it long remembered as one full of warning to traitors and 
to such as put their trust in them. 



The Free Soil Convention. 

The Free Soil Party met at Pittsburgh on the eleventh of August 
and nominated John P. Hale, of New Hampshire, for President, and 
George W. Julian, of Indiana, for Vice President. The Convention 
was numerously attended and very enthusiastic in its spirit. The fol- 
lowing were the most characteristic of the Resolutions which constituted 
its Platform. Of the fallacy contained in the Resolution first quoted, 
that the Slavery Question can be only settled by separating the General 
Qt)vernment from Slavery, and leaving it and the matter of the rendi- 
tion of Slaves to the States in their Sovereign capacity, we have already 
spoken at length. We again protest against this doctrine as a political 
impossibility to be achieved, and as a moral iniquity if it could be 
brought about. The other three resolutions are unexceptionably 
excellent : — 

8. That no permanent settlement of the Slavery question can be 
looked for, except in the practical recognition of the truth, that Slavery 
is sectional, and Freedom national, by the total separation of the Gen- 
eral Government from Slavery, and the exercise of its legitimate and 
constitutional influence on the side of Freedom, by leaving to the 
States the whole subject of Slavery, and the extradition of fugitives 
from service. 

14. That Slavery is a sin against Gk)d, and a crime against Man, the 
enormity of which no law nor usage can sanction or mitigate, and that 
Christianity and Humanity alike demand its abolition. 

15. That the Fugitive Act of 1850 is repugnant to the Constitu- 
tion, to the principles of the Common Law, to the spirit of Christianity, 
and to the sentiments of the civilized world : we therefore deny its 
binding force upon the American people, and demand its immediate 
and total repeal. 

16. That the doctrine that any human law is a finality, and not sub- 
ject to modification or repeal, is not in accordance with the creed of the 

4 
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founders of oar Gt)yemment« and is dangerous to the liberties of our 
people. 

The candidates being thus in the field, the campaign proceeded in 
good earnest. The usual demonstrations and efforts were made on 
either side. The Van Buren, or Barnburner, section of the Free Soil 
Party, having accomplished the end of that Alliance in the final and 
utter defeat of General Cass, acquiesced gladly in the nomination of 
General Pierce. This was all that was necessary to secure his elec- 
tion. In this State the Mends of Mr. Webster made a vain and 
ridiculous attempt to revenge themselves and him on the Scott Whigs, 
by running him on a split ticket. This movement, begun by men 
eminent only for their insignificance^ was at length taken up by men of 
more consequence in the party, — especially by Mr. George T. Curtis, 
better known as the Sims Commissioner. Mr. Webster's tacit acqui- 
escence in this treacherous movement, left a yet deeper brand of perfidy 
upon his character. It showed him to be as destitute of personal grat- 
itude and party fidelity as he had proved himself to be of consistent 
love of freedom and of humanity. It ridiculously failed. For Massa- 
chusetts, the only State in which there was a Webster organization of 
any pretensions, was one of the four that gave their vote to General 
Scott on the day when all the rest, by an overwhelming majority, 
raised General Pierce to the Presidency of the United States. 



Deaths of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster. 

The past year has been marked by the death of two men whose posi- 
tion, influence, and abilities gave them unlimited opportunity for good, 
all of which they perverted to almost unqualified evil. Henry Clay 
died, an impenitent Slaveholder, on the twenty-ninth of June, after a 
long illness. He was hardened in his Pro-Slavery wickedness to the last. 
Though he showed sufficient respect for the inevitable opinion of pos- 
terity to provide for the distant and contingent emancipation of his own 
Slaves, he was firm and sagacious to the end in his schemes for 
strengthening and perpetuating the Slave System. To him, in chief, 
belongs the glory, or the shame, of the Compromises. To him Slavery 
owed the support of a name and character the most influential, per- 
haps, of any of his contemporaries, among the educated and wealthy 
classes. His personal influence was, probably, greater than that of 
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any public man of his day. He might have given the tide of thought 
of the country a direction which might have swept away Slavery, or 
have weakened its foundations to its fall, had he so willed. In his 
youth he had revelations of the truth, and of the glory which would 
crown the successful Emancipator. But as he grew older he saw more 
clearly the necessity of the political supremacy of Slavery. He aspired 
to power and to the headship of the Nation. To acquire these, he be- 
came the ready servant of the tyrant power of the land. And he was 
rewarded with everlasting disappointment. All his long life of pros- 
perity was darkened by failure after failure of his dearest hopes. He 
served well, and bore the burden and heat of the day ; but when the 
hour of reward arrived he was sent away empty. He died baffled and 
disappointed, an instructive warning to men of great abilities, that it is 
in vain for them to hope to win, by any services or any humiliations, 
the favor and the rewards of the cowardly and treacherous oligarchy 
which rules over us. Such men it dreads and chooses for its servants 
creatures whom it cannot for a moment fear that they can become its 
masters. 

On the twenty-fourth of October, Daniel Webster died at Marshfield, 
after an illness, the extent of which was sedulously concealed from the 
public by his partizans, in the hope of using his name to the detriment 
of General Scott. His death, occurring just at that moment, when 
the great Democratic Party all regarded him as their best ally, when 
the noisiest of the Whig demagogues were his partizans, and when all 
the Scott wing of the party were too glad that he was removed out of 
their way not to be happy to affect a sorrow they could not feel, was 
met with the most extravagant and absurd demonstrations of grief. 
Thousands of persons flocked to his burial, and mock funerals were 
held in his honor in almost every considerable City in the Union. The 
Abolitionists of the type of this Society were almost the only men who 
did not affect, at least, to bewail his death. In the midst of the ful- 
some panegyric with which the air was loaded, breathed forth by 
Whigs, Democrats, and even Free Sellers, there was a remnant left 
that did not fear to depict the Dead as he must appear to an impartial 
posterity. It is due to the Abolitionists and to the Slaves that it be 
known that they have no incense to bum before his shrine, — that 
Death has worked no change in their opinion of his acts and their de- 
testation of his character, while living. 

It is perhaps a natural feeling which shrinks from uttering, in the 
sternest language, one's sense of the evil deeds of the newly dead. 
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Even Murder loses some of its horror in the ghastly presence of the 
strangled assassin. But Death, while it may soften for a moment the 
feelings which Justice extorts towards the criminal, can work no change 
in his guilt, or in the permanent character of his actions. Death but 
sets his seal upon both, and delivers them over to the unprejudiced 
verdict of after times. Nothing can be more weak or absurd than the 
trite apothegm, *^ Nil de mortuis nisi bonutn I " Truth and Justice 
are the due of the Dead and of the Living. Flattery is as misplaced 
in treating of the Dead as Detraction. '' Suum Cuique " is a better 
rule of action — ** to every man his due ! " And the common sense 
of Uie world accepts this as just, or History would be a mere collection 
of lying Epitaphs. 

We certainly have no praise for Mr. Webster. But that is of the 
less consequence, as almost every meeting-house reeked with the most 
nauseous adulation on the day of his death — as every Court sadly 
responded to the lamentations of every Bar — as every organic Body, 
from the Cabinet at Washington to the Board of Brokers in State 
Street, joined in one sympathizing wail — as every newspaper wrapped 
itself in the sable garb of woe — as every flag drooped at half-mast, 
and as these demonstrations were but the first drops that ran before 
the inundation of Eulogy which came afterwards. But we have no 
disposition to employ bitter words, however fit, to describe his character 
and his public life. The simple juxtaposition of his words at Spring- 
field, in 1848, and those at Washington on the Seventh of March, 
1850, would make all severity of language as unnecessary as it would 
be tame and weak. The gloomy terseness of Tacitus, or the glowing 
exuberance of Gibbon, could give no darker coloring to that portrait 
drawn by his own hand. We are content to let posterity judge of him 
from that picture furnished by himself, seen in the light of the circum- 
stances of the last years of his life. While we have no regret to ex- 
press for Mr. Webstbe's death, we certainly feel no exultation in view 
of it. If God have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, much less 
should man. Had we -any personal hostility towards him, we might 
lament his dying just at that time, — for it was, surely, most fortu- 
nately timed for him. But we regard the event as one of the slightest 
possible importance, for good or for evil. Mr. Webster had passed 
the time appointed for man on earth, and his political career would 
have ended on the Fourth of next March, if he had been permitted to 
bold his office till then. The Slaveholders, whom he had ruined his 
Cune to conciliate, had shown the esteem they held him in at the Balti- 
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more Convention, and the bitter diatribe of Mr. Mangum, of Norfli 
Carolina, just before Congress adjourned, was but a foretaste of. wbat 
they bad in store for him, for bis treachery to the candidate of his 
party. His desertion of the Whig party, while he was enjoying the 
pTrermerihip under it, bad necessarily forfeited their re^ct and confi- 
dence, and left him nothing to fall back upon but a paltry handful of 
sycophants and parasites, equally destitute of political weight and per- 
sonal influence. His strength for good or for evil expired before his 
breath. 

Indeed, his political influence was never great. Even his speech of 
the Seventh of March^ though fatal to his &me, was immaterial to the 
result. The Compromise bills would have passed in his despite, if not 
with his assistance. The Slaveholders really owed him no return for 
his service that day, for it made no difference in the issue. They 
were willing, of course, to have his aid, and, doubtless, were profuse of 
promises and flatteries to secure it ; but, substantially, it was of no con- 
sequence to them. They were sure of their game before they cajoled 
him into playing into their hands. So, as to the effect that speech had 
in developing the atheous character of the Chief Priests and Levites, 
of the Doctors of Divinity and Church members, of the Northern 
Church, it did not make the Stuarts and Dswets and Sharps, the 
Springs, the Spencers, and the Lords, the moral monsters that they 
boasted themselves to be. It merely gave them the occasion to show 
themselves as they really were. It was Slavery that had been mould- 
ing then: characters for years, through the necessity it imposed of 
reconciling its existence and its necessary enormities with the Christian 
Eeligion. 

Indeed, it is curious to consider how inconsequential the forty years 
of Mr. Webster's public life have been. His professional career has 
been brilliant, and has produced results of vast profits and just reputa- 
tion. But his parliamentary success has fallen far short of what his 
forensic triumphs had promised. First at the Bar, he was never more 
than tliird or fourth in the Senate. It is the cant of the hyperbolic 
adulation of the day to call him the '' Great Statesman," t^e *' Illus- 
trious Statesman," &c. ; but we think it would be hard to point out 
an instance of his statesmanship. Where is the scheme of public policy 
tiiat he originated and carried through ? The hand of Jackson and of 
Clay and of Calhoun are to be seen in the web of American history 
for t^e last forty years ; but where is the golden thread that Webster 
hag woven into the tissue ? He has never led, but always followed. 
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And, which seems to us &tal to the claim made for him of the char- 
acter of a Grreat Statesman, eyen where he has followed, he has failed ! 
He began bis public life as an Advocate for Free Trade. He £uled of 
success, and Protection was forced upon the conntiy by Mr. Cl^t and 
the Sonth. He then became the Champion of American Industry, 
and his labors have resulted in the Tariff of 1846. He was, snocessiYe- 
ly, a strenuous enemy and friend of the United States Bank, and yet 
lived bng enough to pronounce that, too, '* an obsolete idea." Even 
in the crowning act of his life, he did but follow his leaders. He did 
not invent or propose the Compromise Measures. The Fugitive Slave 
Law was no *' thunder " of his. Mr. Clat gave the key-note of that 
speech, as he had of so many others, of Mr. Webstkr. It was a ser- 
vice more than he expected, but he condescended to throw his follower 
a morsel of pndse for it, — but when it came to the serious dispensa- 
tion of rewards, Mr. Clat gave the vote of the South, not to Mr. 
Websteb but to Mr. Fillmore. The genius of Mr. Webster ever 
stood rebuked before that of Mr. Clat. He felt the chiun, and it 
galled him ; but though he winced under it, he wore it, reluctantly 
and sullenly sometimes, to be sure, to the end. 

Then Mr. Webster's Diplomacy with Great Britain is cited as a 
proof of his Statesmanship. He saved us, forsooth, from a War with 
England ! Perhaps he did, in the sense in which a man, when put in 
the dilemma of ** your money or your life," saves bis life by giving up 
his money. A war with England was morally and politically impossi- 
ble, under the circumstances. Neither nation wanted war, but Amer- 
ica would have sacrificed all in dispute to avoid it. As long as we 
live under the pacific dominion of the Southern Patriarchs, we are 
absolutely safe from any War for Free territory I Mr. Webster's 
diplomatic skill consisted in giving to England all she had the face to 
ask for. Had he refused to concede whatever was necessary to satisfy 
her, even to the half of Maine and the whole of Oregon, had he suffered 
the smallest cloud of War to gather on our horizon, he would have 
been hurled into a political annihilation from which he would have 
arisen no more. Mr. Webster has nowhere impressed himself upon 
American History. He has made no mark. The country owes 
nothing, good or bad, to him ; and it is not on such men, however 
loud may be the plaudits of their contemporaries, that History bestows 
the meed of fame. 

Mr. Webster adds another to the list of victims to Slaveholding 
ingratitude. It was no evidence of his State-craft, that he ever hoped 
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better things from the quarter toward which he looked than he got. 
He was the bound victim of Slavery for his whole forty years, though 
the sacrifice was delayed till he was three score and ten ; for he was 
hampered and checked and held down by the links of the chain that 
sorceress weaves round politicians from the beginning to the end. He 
sometimes struggled in it, but he never had strength to break it. He 
lacked the vision which a true Statesman would have had, that the 
time had come when Resistance to Slavery was possible and hopeful — 
the only possible and hopeful career for a Northern man. Had he 
placed himself at the head of the Northern Movement against Slavery, 
he would undoubtedly have been a candidate for the Presidency, 
the hero of an animated and honorable conflict. But he chose to 
be the Tool of the South rather than the Leader of the North. 
The South used the Tool, and threw it contemptuously away. Disap- 
pointed, mortified, ashamed, heartbroken, he turned his face to the wall 
and died. It was the only thing left for him to do. 

He died. The magnificent failure of his life was over. He died as 
he had lived, the victim of the Slave Power. Thwarted by that mighty 
influence in all his schemes of ambition, cramped and controlled by it 
in the best days of his public life, cajoled by its lying promise into the 
act which wiU make his name historically infamous, with characteristic 
falsehood, it broke that promise to the ear as well as to the hope, and, 
with it, broke his heart. Perhaps Poetical Justice would have been 
better answered had he lived to see another man exulting in the 
eminence which had been the dream and aspiration of his life. His 
punishment might have seemed more complete and perfect had that 
added drop of gall been mingled with his cup of bitterness. But 
Moral Justice is satisfied. A new and conspicuous example is afforded 
of the truth that Nemeses never sleeps, but sooner or later overtakes 
and chastises the guilty. The interval interposed between his Crime 
and the Penalty, indeed, was not long. Punishment limped not, 
but fiew in pursuit of him. And the scourge with which she chastised, 
the shaft with which she slew him, were furnished by the very men to 
purchase whose smile he had incurred his retribution. The long 
disease which terminated in his death began on the twenty-first 
day of June last past. The blow from which he never recovered was 
dealt him then, and by hands from which he had hoped only for the 
helping he had purchased. He deserved his fate, but, ! not from 
them ! Their ingratitude poisoned the iron which on that day entered 
into his soul. The bitterness of disappointment was doubled by the 
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shame of haTing been duped. He sold his soul to ihe Devil of Slayeiy, 
and was cheated oat of the price. Be such foreyer the fate of Northern 
men that pat their trast in Slayedrivers ! 



Mas^aghusxtts. 

The action of the Coalition Legislatare in this State again disap- 
pointed tiie hopes of those who had expected &om the infocdon of Free 
Soilism into its veins, a retam to a more healthy condition of the body 
politic. To be sore, the Free Soilers were bat a lean minority, when 
set in array against the other two parties, who generally united against 
any demonstration in the direction of Freedom. But the result has 
proved that whatever advantages may have accrued to tiie Coomion- 
wealth from the union of Anti-Slavery with Pro^lavery politicians for 
the two last years, they are not to be discerned in any Anti-BIavery 
shape. Resolutions were introduced into the House of Representa- 
tives of an Anti-Slavery character, but they soon came to an untimely 
end. An excellent Bill for the Security of Personal Liberty, whidi 
was draughted and reported by the Hon. Samuel E. Sewall, and 
which passed the Senate by a good majority, shared the same fate at 
the hands of the Lower House. An attempt to relieve the Colored 
Men of the State from the opprobrium cast upcm them by their exclu- 
sion from the Militia on account of their complexion, waa also defeated. 

This being all the action of an Anti-Slavery character which was 
attempted in the Legislature, and having thus failed of success, Uie 
defeat of the Coalition and the return to power of the Whigs, at the 
last election^ cannot be regarded aE a serious calamity to the Anti- 
Slavery Cause. The defeat of the Hon. Chaklxs F^banois Adams 
and of the Hon. Henbt Wilson as candidates for the next Congreaa 
were more appreciable misfortunes. Mr. Ajdams's political sagacity, 
experience, ability, and courage, as well as his historical antecedents, 
eminently fitted him to succeed Mr. Mann in the seat formerly illus- 
trated by his father. His defeat was a disappointment to all who 
regard the House of Representatives as only well employed when 
converted into an Anti-Slavery Debating Society, And the disap- 
pointment was the greater from the fact that if as many voters had 
recorded their votes for those gentiemen as had voted for Mr. Hale 
for President, (a demonstration perfectly empty of results) they would 
have been chosen. The only two members of that type who have 
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been chosen are Messrs. Banks and Db Witt, the fonner a Coalition 
Democrat and the latter a Free Soiler. They will have much to do to 
make good the places of Robert Rantoul and Horace Mann. 

In June, the trial of Mr. Elizur Wright, for assisting at the Res- 
cue of Shadrach, took place before Mr. Justice Curtis. It was 
affirmed and believed that the District Attorney received instructions 
from the Secretary of State to have this trial take place during the 
week preceding the Whig Convention, — hoping that he might enter it 
with a Conviction of a Rescuer in his hand as a Certificate of charac- 
ter. Unluckily for him, if this were true, the Jury were unable to 
agree. Mr. Wright defended himself, and was treated by Judge 
Curtis with great courtesy during the trial, but his charge was of a 
most crushing description. And it nearly succeeded in procuring a 
conviction. But at the second trial, in November, Mr. Wright was 
found not guilty, — a verdict, it is believed, entirely justified by the 
facts of the case. Whether the other trials will be pressed, or whether, 
the Presidential Election being now past, it will be thought worth 
while to push this particular line of patriotism, remains to be seen. 
We hope that we have seen the last of them. 



The North. Pennsylvania. 

In Pennsylvania^ the Bill which had passed the Legislature to repeal 
the section of the Anti-Kidnapping Law, analogous to our Latimer 
Law, by which the State Officers were forbidden to assist at the recap- 
ture of Fugitive Slaves, and the use of the State Gaols refused to the 
Slavehunter for the safe-keeping of his prey, was met by the Veto of 
Governor Johnston. This was his last official act and was accompar 
nied by a clear and conclusive exposition of his reasons, chiefly Con- 
stitutional, for refusing to sign the Bill. His successor, Governor 
BiGUBR, sought to signalize his accession to office by an opposite line 
of conduct, and he recommended to the Le^slature in his Inaugural 
Address, the Repeal of the essential part of that Bill. All that 
Pennsylvania patriotism, thus instigated, could be induced to do was 
to repeal the section making the use of the Gkiols a penal offence. 
The rest of the Law still stands as it did before, and though we much 
regret that even this concession should have been made to the re-awak- 
ened Pro-Slavery spirit, we may rejoice that the whole mischief con- 
templated was not accomplished. A most infamous bill for the Prohi- 
5 
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bition of the Emigration of Free Negroes into the State, excited so 
strong an indignation that it was suffered to drop in the Committee to 
which it was referred. 

Governor Bioler succeeded, however, in making his zeal for the 
injured South conspicuous by the pardon of the infamous kidnapper, 
Alberti, whose case we have related in our last Keport. And a Bill 
is now depending for reenacting the law by which Slaveholders were 
permitted to hold their human property in Pennsylvania for a certain 
limited time. It is to be hoped that this attempt to reestablish 
Slavery in that State will be met with defeat and execration. The 
trial of the Bev. Samuel Williams, which was proceeding when we 
last addressed you, for giving the notice to the Slave of Gt>RsuGH, which 
led to the Battle of Christiana, terminated in his triumphant acquittal. 
This was the end of the prosecutions arising out of that affidr. An . 
ending most gratifying to all lovers of liberty and of just laws ! It is 
observable, and not unedifying, to note that Judge Orier, in spite of 
his leaning towards the side of the Slaveholders, and notwithstanding 
his courtesies to the Maryland Attorney General, who had been sent 
on to make assurance doubly sure, was severely censured by the Gt>v- 
emor of that State for not having distorted the laws of the United 
States so as to secure the conviction of the prisoners ! Such is Slave- 
holding gratitude for Pro-Slavery service ! 

In our last Eeport we gave some account of the kidnapping of 
Eaghel Parker and of the murder of Joseph C. Miller. This 
last atrocity has gone unpunished. But we are happy to say that the 
girl, after a long confinement in gaol, her claimant refusing bail 
though tendered to any amount, has been pronounced free. And of 
this happy result her sister, Elizabeth Parker, who had been pre- 
viously kidnapped and recovered from New Orleans whither she had 
been carried, was a partaker. Counsel were furnished by the State of 
Pennsylvania, which should have this act of protection towards its 
most helpless members honorably mentioned, witnesses in great num- 
bers, and at great expense and personal inconvenience, repaired to 
Baltimore to testify to the facts proving their free condition. The case 
was so clear that a Baltimore jury could not refuse to find them free 
women and they were freed from the horrors and dangers that impend- 
ed over them. We believe no steps have been taken for the punish- 
ment of the wretches that created all this misery for their sordid gains. 
But it is a satisfaction to think that the murder of poor Miller was 
not rewarded with the success his assassins hoped from it. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NEW YORK. 36 



New York. 



In New York, the Democrats have marked their return to power by 
a proposition, like that entertained in Pennsylvania, for reestablishing 
Slavery under certain conditions. The result of this Legislative step 
backward towards barbarism is not yet decided. The cause of this 
outburst of patriotism was a case of singular interest which occurred 
last November, One Jonathan Lemmon having occasion to emigrate 
to Texas, proceeded thither by the way of New Yoris, taking with 
him, like a patriarch of old, his men-servants and his maid-servants, 
on the supposition that he was free to ship his goods from any port in 
the country. But, luckily for him as it turned out, an embargo was 
clapped upon it and it was stopped in transitu by a Habeas Corpus. 
The question was solemnly argued before Mr. Justice Paine, of the 
Supreme Court of the State, and, after deliberate consideration, he 
pronounced them to be free by the operation of the laws of Nature 
and of Nations. Great sympathy was felt for the unfortunate Lemmon 
and a sum exceeding his own valuation of his property was subscribed 
for his relief, Judge Paine, himself, contributing towards this humane 
and patriotic fund. Still, however, great indignation at this outrage 
on Southern Rights was expressed by a portion of the Southern press, 
and by the Governor of Virginia in an official communication. The 
City of New York again trembled for its trade and was willing to add 
the transhipment of Slaves to its other branches of Commerce. Hence 
the indemnity to Lemmon, and hence the attempt, which we trust will 
prove abortive, to make New York once more a Slave State and the 
City an entrepot for human merchandise. The decision of Judge 
Paine, however, is valuable as a vindication of natural rights and as 
an example and encouragement to wavering judges. 

The trials of the Rescuers of Jerry, at Syracuse, have not yet been 
completed. An attempt was made last winter, when the cases first 
came up for trial, to quash the indictments on the ground of irregular- 
ities on the part of the prosecuting officers and of the apparent pack- 
ing of the Grand Jury. This motion was argued at great length and 
with great ability by Messrs. Sedgwick and Morgan, for the defend- 
ants. The District Judge, Conklin, however, declined the responsi- 
bility and remitted the jurisdiction of the case to the Circuit Judge. 
The result of these trials, thus long delayed, will be recorded in our 
next Report. During the Summer, the Deputy Marshal who had 
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arrested Jxrst was tried for this ofienee, Mr. Gkixit Smith aedng 
for the proeeeotioii. It is nothing snrprismg that be thoM haye been 
acquitted. Any other result woold have brought the State and United 
States Authorities into a collisioQ more deeinble than likely to be 
hiiM^bit about. 



Thk South. Cailolima ahd Englahd. 

The controTersy between the EnqHre of Sooth CaroliDa and that of 
Great Britain, as to the right elaimed by the former to imprison, and 
in defiiult of payment of gaol fees, to sell into Slayeiy, the subjects of 
the latter^ is not yet brought to a conclusion. The matter which had 
been broo^it, diplomatically, by Mr. Mathkw, the British Consul, to 
the notice of the Governor, and by him referred to the Legislature, was 
by that body laid upon the table. Mr. Consul Mathsw, nothing 
daunted, addressed ano&er well reasoned letter to His Excellency 
remonstrating against this violation ci the Laws of Natimn and of the 
rights ci friendly nations. He faiihet proceeded to petition for a 
Habeas Corpus, in behalf of a British seaman thus evilly entreated, 
80 as to bring tiiis matter to a judicial decision. His application was 
refused by Judge Withers, to whom it was first made, in accordance 
with a Statute to that eflfoct passed in 1844, and an appeal taken to 
the Superior Court of ihe State, with the design of finally canying 
the case before the Supreme Court of the United States, if the Courts 
oi South Carolina refused relief. This matter was brought before the 
House ci ComoKms by Mr. Monckton Milnis, last Summer, who 
interrogated the Government as to the focts. Lord Stanlet stated 
them substantially as ^ven above, and, though he seemed to treat the 
subject in a spirit of great consideration towards Souih Carolina, he 
pnmoonced these laws " a disgrace and scandal to civilization." It is 
not unlikely that she will yield so much of her sovereignty as to 
exempt from the operation of these laws, the seamen of foreign Pow- 
ers ; reserving the full force of her might for the regulation of Amei^ 
ican citizens. A modification of these port laws has been made in 
Louisiana, and, we believe, in Alabama ; but we are not now informed 
of its extent or degree. 
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Texas. 



The State of Texas has proceeded to apply its Slave Laws to free 
citizens of Massachusetts in a manner we believe quite without prece- 
dent even in the judicial history of the Slave States. Four colored 
men were arrested, early in the year, at Galveston, for concealing a 
fugitive Slave on board the brig Billow, of Boston, with intention of 
aiding him in his escape. Being detected, they were tried and con- 
victed, chiefly on the evidence of the Slave they had so generously 
assisted, and condemned to pay a fine equal to his value, or in default 
thereof, to be sold as Slaves ! This was, accordingly, carried into 
e£^t, and these free citizens of this State are now plunged into hope- 
less bondage, for this humane and honorable action. And no just and 
adequate feeling of indignation was excited by the outrage. It seemed 
to be submitted to as a matter of course. So deadening to the natural 
sympathies and to the sense of national self-respect, is a long submis- 
sion to tyranny and complicity with it. The subject was brought 
before the Legislature and the Governor was authorised to take meas- 
ures for their relief at the expense of the State. What the result has 
been we are unable to state. We apprehend there has been none at 
aU. 

California. 

The new State of California has taken action which proves conclu- 
sively that its prohibition of Slavery, by ite Constitution, was the 
result rather of shrewd calculation, than of exalted love of liberty. 
A number of Slaves having been introduced into the country, while it 
was a Territory, and when the South fully intended that it should be a 
Slave State, the question arose what was to become of this property 
after the Constitution was adopted. Of course, by all rules of law 
and common sense, they were all freed by the mere operation of the 
fundamental law. But this did not satisfy the Slaveholding Califoi^ 
nians. They were determined to have a Compromise of their own. 
Accordingly, in February, a Bill was brought into the House of Bep- 
xesentatives of the State, providing process and imposing obligations 
on officials, for the capture and rendition of any fugitive Slaves, — 
essentially a reenactment of that part of the Fugitive Slave Act. 
l%6n followed the essential part in the following section. 
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Ssc. 4. Any person or persons held to labor or service in any State 
or Territory of the United States, by the laws of sach State or Terri- 
tory, and who were brought within the limits of the State, previous to 
the admission of tlus State as one of the United States of America, 
and who shall refuse to return to the State or Territory, where he or 
they owed such labor or service, upon the demand of the person or 
persons, his or their agent or attorney to whom such service or labor 
was due, such person or persons so refusing to return, shall be held 
and deemed fugitives from labor within the meaning of this Act, and 
all the remedies, rights, and provisions herein given to claimants of 
fugitives who escape from any other State into this State, are hereby 
given, and conferred upon claunante of fugitives from labor within the 
meaning of this section. 

We are happy to say that this execrable Act for reducing men once 
free by law to Slavery again did not pass without resistance. It was 
resisted resolutely in both Houses, but especially in the Senate, where 
it was very near being defeated. But the Slaveholding, or Southern, 
members were, as usual, more than a matoh for their Northern antago- 
nists. This only advantage they obtained, that the Bill was so quali- 
fied as to make it expire on the first of May, 1853, and to provide that 
no master should hold any Slave in the State, for any other purpose 
than that of removing him from it. With these amendments, it passed 
the Senate^ after a fierce and protracted session, and the House con- 
curring in them, it became the law of the land. A piece of legislation 
which showed the youngest of the States to be no whit behind the oldest 
of them, or than the Glorious Union itself, in unblushing defiance of 
right and justice. 



MissouBi AND Kentucky. 

In Missouri, the St. Louis Circuit Court have established an impor- 
tant precedent, which over-rides many decisions in the Slave States 
themselves. A Slave, who had been taken by his master to Illinois, 
sued the administratrix for his freedom, on this ground. On the first 
trial, the jury, in accordance with the ruling of the Court, found a 
verdict for the Slave. But, on the case being carried up on a Writ of 
Error, the decision was reversed, on the ground that the condition of 
servitude re-attached upon the Slave's returning within the jurisdiction 
of Missouri. This is in contradiction to the views of law laid down 
and acted upon in other Slave States, especially in Louisiana, and adds 
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another to the many proofs of the fallacy of the assertion that the Slave 
is sure of impartial jastice at the hands of Southern judges. 

In Kentucky, the rapid colonization of Canada, by the Slaves, with 
their own consent, has attracted most serious and anxious attention. 
Especially in the border counties have the proprietors of this peculiar 
species of property been roused to special efforts to restrain its tendency 
to escape. A meeting of the Slaveholders of Mason and Bracken 
Counties was summoned by the urgency of this evil, and organized 
themselves into an Association for pursuing and recovering fugitives, 
offering liberal rewards to citizens of Free States who will assist them 
in this pious work. The facts, which this meeting brought to light, 
were of a most encouraging and gratifying nature. They furnish con- 
firmation of the most unequivocal nature, of the intelligence we receive 
from Abolitionists of the constant Exodus that is proceeding from the 
Land of Bondage to the Canadian Canaan. We think it will be more 
than Slavecatching Associations can do to quench the thirst of freedom 
in the negro's breast, or to extinguish the warm and effective sympathy 
of his friends. 

The South and the Union. 

But though the Slave Power is thus rampant in the Nation, though 
the North does seem as if it delighted only in obeying its behests, and 
though there has been no relaxation of its insolence or its aggression, 
still there is ground for hope. The Glorious Union between the North 
and the South, or even of the South with itself, is not so entire and 
perfect as its lying priests and prophets pretend. It has within itself 
the elements of destruction. It was said more than eighteen hundred 
years ago, that a house divided against itself cannot stand, and the 
truth of the saying is written on every page of history, antecedent and 
subsequent. It is not unlikely that the history of our own country 
may furnish fresh and pregnant examples, by which Philosophy may 
teach the same truth to future ages. We are '' imperium in im- 
perioj*^ empire within empire, and the division that goeth before a fall 
may wait upon the great including whole or the included parts. The 
elements of division exist in both the one and the other, and must be 
eliminated or they must inevitably grow to a catastrophe. The great 
national element of division we need hardly say is Slavery. The point 
of the wedge was inserted next the comer-stone of our institutions by 
their founders themselves, and not an event, or a man representing 
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eyents, once ihen^ but has struck it home, whetiher wMn^j or not By 
the everlasting kws of moral mechanics it most either be wiUidrawn or 
its pressure must grow stronger and ^aronger and at last make a fissure 
that will shatter into heaps the proud structure upon the heads ci those 
that put their trust in it. This truth, which, like all truths, was at first 
hid from the wise and mighty and revealed only unto babes, has at last 
forced itself upon the notice even of our little great and foolish wise 
and have led them to apply their strength, which is weakness, and their 
wisdom, which is folly, to remedy an evil to which they can no longer 
shut their eyes. And the remedy which our wiseacre political me- 
chanics propose is, not the removal of the instant wedge and the repara- 
tion of the damage it has done to our foundations, but to hold our 
tongues about it and leave it to itself ! 

Unfortunately for thenr philosophy, this is a thing to which their 
power, though not their will, has been unequal. The American people 
have contracted such a habit of talking that it is quite impossible to 
stop them. The more loudly the wicked cry '* peace, peace," the less 
peace do they find. Indeed, they cannot help talking, themselves, 
about the very matter on which they would have all the rest of us hold 
our peace. So that if Silence is the price of Safety, we fear that our 
doom is sealed. But in silence or in storm, the enemy of our peace is 
going on unceasingly sapping our foundaticxis and must of neces^ty 
finally accomplish its natural end. Even in the great Logooracy at 
Washington, which fittingly represents the lesser logomachies which are 
waging all the time all over the country, it has been found impossible 
to put a hook into the unruly member. It will be wag^g. And as 
it stirs it moves every part of the continent. It matters not much 
which way it wags ; the machinery of whidi it is the motive power 
results, in any case, in a stroke on the head of the wedge, and its work 
is, by so much, the nearer done. It either provokes the South or 
arouses the North, and from one or the other, or from both, down 
comes the blow which is to help to divide them, unless the fatal imple- 
ment can be withdrawn. The more excitement, indeed, the more 
frequent and the heavier the blows. But even in the days of the 
deadest calm and indifierence, the disturbing ami jarring force was 
felt, even though men might not know where it lay, or even if they 
attributed it to some innocent cause. But those days are forever past 
They can never return. Every eye is growing clearer to discern and 
every arm waxing heavier to give momentum to the cleaving edge that 
is turned against it. 
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But this is not the only cause of division which exists in the country. 
It is not merely the natural antagonism which such a hon*or as Slavery 
must excite where it does not hold absolute and crushing supremacy, 
that threatens our institutions as they are. The opposition of humanity 
to tyranny and cruelty is not the only danger they have to apprehend. 
Elements of hostility arising, more or less remotely, from Slavery exist 
in a far more intense degree, because of a more selfish ori^n, than any 
that divide us of the North from the Slaveholding section. There is 
no violent affection felt, at the North, for the South : and the South 
makes no disguise of its just contempt and natural hatred for the North. 
But no aversion of North to South, no enmity of South toward 
North, approaches in depth and fury that hatred which now bums in 
the breast of Slaveholder against Slaveholder. There was never any 
love lost between the Southern States. Though they would rally and 
present a united front whenever their favorite crime was assaulted, yet 
the truce was always only till the danger was passed away. We have 
no such rivalries and animosities North of Mason's and Dixon's line as 
have always prevailed South of it. There is no more hostility between 
the New England States, or between any of them and New York or 
Pennsylvania, and vice versa, than there is between Kent and Essex, 
or Lancashire and Staffordshire in England. Some slight rivalry in 
trade or manufactures may exist ; but nothing that embitters the heart 
or excites the passions. Not so at the South. The hatred felt by 
North Carolina and Tennessee for their haughty sister South Carolina, 
and the jealousy aroused in her by the growing prosperity of Georgia — 
a prosperity mainly owing to the larger infusion of Northern blood into 
her recent population — has not, and never has had, a parallel in the 
Northern States. 

And this spirit of division now rages, as it never did before, not only 
between State and State, as of old, but between Slaveholder and fellow 
Slaveholder of the same State. Of this a sufficient proof was given in the 
encounter on the floor of the House between Messrs. Brown and Wil- 
cox, of Mississippi. All the difference between them, and multitudes 
of their neighbors in the same Hall, is, that they could not keep their 
hands off each other, whereas the others have been able to contain 
themselves to that extent, thus far. And what was the immediate root 
of this bitterness, so much more bitter than ever before ? The Blessed 
Compromise ! That Panacea for every political evil ! That Olive 
Branch which, being waved over the boiling waters of Agitation, was 
to still them into peace ! The Olive Branch, like the rod of the 
6 
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proj^iet, was turned into a serpent, which b^an at onoe deTOoring all 
the lesser serpents of the inferior magicians. 

One of the most significant, and, to one who sees that nothing short 
of a political convulsion can sufBce to free this countrj from the Curse 
which clings to it, one of the most hopefrd of the signs of the time, is 
discerned in this state of feeling which has grown out of the Com- 
promise at the South. The public men there know that the Com- 
promise was a Sham, a Humbug ; that it gave them nothing that they 
had not before, and pretended, at least, to take from them that which 
they had set their hearts upon haying. To be sure, they had no right 
to what they claimed ; but after having been the spoiled children of 
the nation, who could always get what they wanted by threatening to 
do themselves an injury, it was aU one as if they had the clearest title 
to it. It is true also that, by their persistency in evil, they will prob- 
ably get all they want But the insult of the refusal was none the 
less stinging. Although the Union party, as it is called, seems to be 
predominant in the South, just now, it can no more be permanently in 
the ascendant there than the Whig party can have the permanent con- 
trol of the nation. The great passions which rage there are not to be 
stilled by a word from Washington, and all that has been thrown upon 
the flames in hope of extinguishing them has only made them bum the 
fiercer. We see cause for hope in this state of things. A state of 
passion is arising in the South which may spurn at the solid advantage 
of the Union for the dearer pleasure of Eevenge. The re-action there 
will be towards Secession. It will not be long before Unionists will be 
as dead, politically, there as Hartford Conventioniste have long been 
at the North. A great flame is yet to rage in the Southern country. 
It may be that they will feel strong enough, or desperate enough, to 
cut loose from us, their pn^tectors. It is not unlikely ; for men's pas- 
dons, in Revolutionary times, overpower their cooler reason. And 
these are such times. 



Release of Drayton and Saykes. 

This year has been marked by the unexpected, but most welcome, 
release of Captains Drayton and Sayres from the imprisonment at 
Washington to which they had been condemned for their humane 
attempt to assist the escape of the seventy Slaves in the Pearl. For 
nearly five years and a half had these excellent men been incarcerated, 
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and often treated with great harshness, for an act which in any other 
country would have been honored and rewarded. Kenewed attempts 
were made during this year to act upon Congress, or the President, in 
their behalf. The Hon. Charles Sumner laid the case before Presi- 
dent Fillmore in such a manner that he expressed his willingness to 
exert his pardoning power in their case, could it be shown to be one 
constitutionally within it. Mr. Sumner prepared an elaborate legal 
opinion on this point, which, having been submitted to Attorney Gen- 
eral Crittenden, by the President, and indorsed by him, induced 
this act of Executive Clemency. For so must we call, in this country, 
the remission of a virtual imprisonment for life of two culprits who felt 
for those in bonds as bound with them ! Captain Drayton, after his 
discharge, attended several Anti-Slavery meetings, some of them called 
on his own account, and excited much interest and sympathy by the 
recollection of his sufferings and of his manly endurance of them. 
These are men whom history will not forget when she is making up 
her jewels. 



Fugitive Slaves. 

The history of the past year has confirmed the fixed opinion of the 
Abolitionists that the Fugitive Slave Act, with the other Compromise 
Measures, was but an electioneering trick, not designed nor expected 
to be of material advantage to the Slaveholders. Both political parties 
wished for the help of the South, and both hastened to do all that was 
demanded of them, and more. The Fugitive Slave Act was meant 
rather as a homage to the Slave Power than as a Remedy from which 
intelligent Slaveholders hoped for much relief from the flight to which 
this form of riches was peculiarly exposed. But whether so intended 
or not, the last twelvemonths' experience has shown that practically it 
has been of no great avail for the recapture of Slaves that have escaped^ 
While we have the best of reasons for believing that there was never a 
year in which a greater number of Slaves have shown themselves wor- 
thy of liberty by taking it, without leave, the number of arrests have 
been much less than during the preceding year. And during that 
year the successftil attempts at recapture had the Eescues of Shadragh 
and of Jerry and the bloody E^tribution of Christiana to be set off 
against them, besides the agitation and expense attending the Kidnap- 
ping of Sims. 
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The excellent Report of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, 
which, from its frontier position, is particularly well qualified to speak on 
this matter, says, *' One year ago our record showed a catalogue of 
twenty-six cases of alleged Slaves delivered up from this State under 
the Fugitive Law, besides numerous cases of kidnappmg and attempts 
to kidnap, and other instances of outrage and violence perpetrated 
under cover of this infEunous enactment. This year we have to report 
but three cases of extradition as having occurred within the limits of 
our State, and only two well-authenticated case0 of kidnapping." This 
is, certainly, a most gratifying change for the better, bad as the evil 
now stands. 

One of these Pennsylvania cases was of peculiar atrocity, and fur- 
nished a clear illustration of the natural operation of the law. Last May, 
Jamss Phillips, a colored man who had lived fourteen years in Harris- 
burgh, and was much respected, and employed in a confidential siuation 
oa a Bailway, was thrown off his guard by a friendly salutation, 
knocked down, arrested, and carried before Commissioner Kighard 
McAllister, a worthy instrument of such a law. In the most sum- 
mary and insolent manner, on evidence that could not have established 
a claim of property in a dog, and without regard to the grossest irreg- 
ularities in the process, this unhappy man was delivered to his tormen- 
tors. The enormity of the case created a strong sensation in all that 
re^on, which found utterance in newspapers of all descriptions, and 
relief in a contribution which ransomed him from his captivity^ and 
gave him to liberty again. 

On the twenty-ninth of April a man named William Smith was 
arrested under a warrant of the same infamous McAllister, at Colum- 
bia, Pa., on complaint of one Eidqeley, of Baltimore. Sbhth endeav- 
ored to escape, and in the attempt, and whilst in the custody of the 
officers, EiDQELET drew a pistol and shot him dead. The murderer 
escaped, with scarcely an effort to arrest him. He arrived in Balti- 
more, and gave as an excuse for his conduct a lying story of resistance 
and an attempt at rescue. It has never appeared that Grovemor Bioler 
has demanded the surrender of Bidoeley, or that any steps have been 
taken to bring him to justice. The Maryland Legislature authorized 
Governor Lowe to appoint Commissioners to collect facts and confer 
witih tihe Governor of Pennsylvania about it. But nothing has been 
heard of the Commission or its doings. The murderer is at large and 
in safety and no adequate, or even decent, indignation is felt or pretended 
by the mass of the people of that State or of the country. How dif- 
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ferent from this was the way in which the justly merited death of Gor- 
sucH was received by the public ! The country shook with excitement 
when the kidnapper fell by the hand of his intended victim. But when 
the Slavehunter, in cold bloody or in a paroxysm oi coward fear, mur- 
ders his prey, it makes a paragraph in the papers, a moment's gossip 
in the neighborhood, and there an end ! 

In New York, there have been fewer cases than the year before, 
though not less instructive as to the nature of the Fugitive Law. Last 
April, Horace Preston, a colored man, residing at Williamsburgh, 
was privily seized, on a false charge of theft, it is said, and taken with- 
out notice to his &mily before Commissioner George W. Morton. 
By accident the &ct and the place of his examination came to the 
knowledge of Preston's wife, and Messrs. E. D. Culver and John 
Jay, with the honorable promptitude which distinguishes them on such 
occasions, hastened to his help. Mr. Bichard S. Emmet also assisted 
in the defence. The counsel for the Slave moved that the proceed- 
ings be dismissed for want of sufficiency of the affidavit of the owner's 
attorney. This motion was argued at length, and the Comnpssioner 
took until the next morning to decide it, with the express understand- 
ing with the counsel, that should he sustain the proceedings, they 
should have an oppportunity to introduce evidence that the man was 
not a Slave. On the next morning, however, the Commissioner, with- 
out notice, after giving his opinion that the affidavit was sufficient, 
instantly decided in favor of the Claimant, and signed the Certificate 
with all speed. An application was immediately made to the notorious 
Judge JuDSON, for a Writ of Habeas Corpus, which was refused on the 
ground of tiHmt of time. Preston was instantly removed to Balti- 
more. The only appeal which remained to the Counsel of Preston 
lay to the Public, which they made in a Card, concluding in these 
words : — 

^' How far the conduct of the Commissioner in this case, in admittmg 
all evidence offered for the claimant, of whatever character, including 
an affidavit made without knowledge^ and confessions of the defendant 
while in duresse — his refusal to compel an interested witness to answer 
on a cross-examination, and his cutting off all opportunity of rebutting 
evidence by a snap judgment, made in violation of good faith — com- 
ports with that strict impartiality and fwness whicn ought to be pre- 
served in trials involving the right to liberty, is a question which the 
undersigned submit to the judgment of the community." 
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This^ neeeflBsrilj, broogfat oat the GommiaBioiier, wbo, in a coimtar- 
card, endeavored to justify himself on the groond that he had reason 
to believe that the pretence of the examination of witnesses was a 
merelj vexatious one, intended only for delay. And for ftooi of this 
referred to a conversation with Mr. Emmxi, in which, as he affirmed, 
that gentleman had said that they had no witnesses to prodooe. This, 
however, produced an instant and indignant oontAidiction from Mr. 
Emmxt, who denied that he had made soch a statanent ; bnt, only, 
that he did not lataw whether they had or not, he having come casoally 
into the case and having had no consultation with the other counsel. 
The hardship of this case was so palpable that even New York was 
moved to redress it by a subscription for the purchase of the Slave, in 
promoting which, Mr. Bcstsed, once a Methodist minister but then 
the counsel of the Slavecatcher, took an active part. It was success- 
ful and Preston was restored to liberty and home. 



Case of Daniel Kauffman. 

Another case in Pennsylvania, growing out of the Constitutional 
protection of Slavery, is worthy of being remembered. An action 
was brought by the owner of some fugitive Slaves against Daniel 
Ka^jffman and several others for damages for harboring and concealr 
ing them, when the agent was in pursuit of them. The harboring and 
concealing consisted in a night's shelter being given to a party of fugi- 
tives in the bam of Kauffman and food supplied them. No sufficient 
evidence was given that Kauffman knew that they were pursued. The 
charge of Judge Grieb was in keeping with the judicial character he 
has established and maintained so long. For violence and indecency 
of language, perhaps it has had no parallel since Lord Chief Justice 
Jeffreys held the bloody Assizes. By an obiter dictum he disposed 
of the doctrine that a Slave brought to a free country by his master 
becomes free. ** This question," he said, for this was one of the 
points of the defence, *' depends upon the law of Maryland and not of 
Pennsylvania ! On this subject," he continued, " Lord Mansfield 
has said some very pretty things (in the case of Somerset) which are 
often quoted as principles of common law. But they will perhaps be 
found, by examination of later cases, to be classed with rhetorical 
flourishes rather than legal dogmas I " On this evidence, and under 
this exposition of law, a verdict was found against Kauffman (the 
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others being acquitted) with damages assessed at $2,800, — being 
more than the amount of his entire property ! At such a risk are the 
simplest offices of humanity performed in this Model Eepublic and 
Christian Nation ! 



The Colonization Society. 

Among the other signs of a reviving sense on the part of the Slave- 
holders and their abettors, of the growing dangers to their cherished 
institution, under the spread of truth by the breath of agitation, not 
the least observable is the increased attention which has been given of 
late years to the Colonization Scheme. That nefarious plot which had 
seemed at one time to have been defeated by the exposure which it 
met at the hands of the Abolitionists, has been revived and promoted 
with new energy. Attempts have been made to procure the assistance 
of Congress to help in the removal of some hundreds of thousands of 
the laborers of the country from it at its own expense. Even Northern 
Governors have recommended this deportation of labor to their Legis- 
latures as a humane and wise policy. Only last year, Governor Hunt 
brought the subject before the Legislature of New York in his Annual 
Message. His argument in favor of the Society rested mainly on the 
stereotyped assumption of the impossibility of the two races living 
together on terms of equality. " It is evident," said His Excellency, 
** that every scheme for the elevation of the African to a position of 
equality and full citizenship in our country, must prove delusive until 
pride and the sense of superiority shall have been extirpated from the 
human heart. The instincts of nature, too powerful to be counteracted 
by the refinements of abstract reasoning, proclaim that the two races 
must sooner or later be separated ! " As if such a separation were 
physically possible, were it not economically ruinous ! And as if the 
contempt with which all Europe regards our prejudice of color did not 
contradict this whole philosophy of an instinctive antipathy between 
the races ! The Colored people of the State of New York, justly 
alarmed by this blow aimed at them, held a numerously attended meet- 
ing in the City and a Convention at Albany. The speeches and de- 
bates of these meetings, and the excellent Address which was issued 
by the latter in reply to the Governor, were satisfactory proof of the 
capacity of the colored race to understand and to maintain their rights. 

At the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society, last 
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jear, Mr. Woam toc^ die Cbtir in phee of Mr. Cl4t, wliofle hoJUi 
did not permit his acting. Mr. Wsbstkk riiowed tint be wdl nnder- 
stood the eharaeter and purposes ci the Society, and made it the occa- 
sion of fortifying his bid for Soathem yotes for the Prendeoej. He 
gnlyelj pronounced the exportation of the bkcks from this eoontry a 
physical and moral necessity for their pre s erva tion. He dedaied it to 
be an impossibility, decreed by the instinctive repulsions of a thousand 
years, that the black and white race can live togeth^ in a state of 
equality. The separation of the two races, so as to liable each to 
pursue its own ends and institutions and functkxis alone, was, in his 
judgment, absolutely required by considerations of humanity to a race 
of men who can never be treated, among the whites of the c<mtinent, as 
other than an inferior class, and must consequently inevitably decay ! 
This hmguage on the part of the Whig Prime Minister was fitly 
rewarded by raising him to the Presidency of the Colonisation Society, 
though it fdled of securing him that of the United States. At the 
Annual Meeting of 1853, not long since past, the successor of Mr. 
Webstxb in the Premiership, the Hon. Edwakd Evskcr, made the 
Great Speech of the occaaon. He urged the Scheme in view of its 
great benefits to Africa. He did not dwell on the inferiority of the 
colored race ; but, on the contrary, proved by arguments and examples 
the high degree of cultivation and ability to which they could attain 
and which he wished to be transferred to Africa for her regeneration. 
We cannot but think that such men were quite as much needed in 
America. We apprehend the tone and character of Mr. Evehstt's 
Speech will not commend it to the approbation of the Slaveholders, for 
whose benefit the Society exists. 

The American people enjoy tiie general reputation of being sharp- 
sighted and unscrupulous, wherever they think their interests are con- 
cerned. No nation gets such a general reputation for lubricity and 
cunning as the Universal Yankee one possesses, without deserving it 
in some good degree. What all- the world says, of nations as well as 
of individuals^ is very apt to be at least half true^ if not. a little more. 
Like other cunning people, to be sure, we are apt to over-reach our- 
selves and to bo overtaken in our own craftiness. But to our own 
notions of our interests we seldom, if ever, foil to be true. And none 
the less selfishly so when we think it best to wrap up our designs in 
the folds of saintseeming hypocrisy. The devil is never so dangerous 
as when disguised as an angel of light, and a Yankee is ever most 
mischievous when he assumes the garb of humanity and religion. 
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These disguises, indeed, are as material to our success in our business 
as is the knowledge of tongues to a merchant in the foreign trade. 
The concealment of our ideas being the chief end for which speech 
and action are employed, there is no time when an American needs to 
be looked after more closely than when he sets up goodness as the sign 
under which his business is to be carried on. 

This trait of our national character was never more fully displayed 
than in the conception and growth of the Colonization Scheme. As- 
suming that Slavery is a good thing for us, as a means of creating 
wealth, its safety and comfort were proper things to be seen to. Of 
course, our premises were false ; but that is nothing to the purpose. 
All we are considering is the fitness of our means to the ends we 
thought desirable to compass. The near presence of the Free Colored 
people was ever a source of annoyance and apprehension to the Slave- 
holders. It was not agreeable to the bulk of the Northern people, 
because it was a perpetual reminder to them of the injustice of their 
fathers. It was, therefore, a problem of no mean interest, the ques- 
tion of what should be done with them. They were increasing and 
multiplying. The apparent unavoidableness of the evil had made men 
accommodate themselves, in some degree, to it, and the condition of 
the Free Blacks throughout the country, but especially in the region 
of Slavery and its borders, was certainly better than it is now, before 
Colonization was. But a Demand is sure to create a Supply. If a 
thing is to be done, there will never be wanting inventors or contract- 
ors to contrive and to carry into effect the means of doing it. A 
method of disposing of the Free People of Color, and of such Slaves 
as rendered themselves formidable to their masters by their intelligence 
and ability, was desired and, obedient to the wish, the Colonization 
Society sprung into existence. 

Like its Father, the Devil, it was a Liar from the beginning. It 
professed, at the North, to have for a main purpose the Abolition of 
Slavery, and it succeeded, in a good measure, in absorbing the sympa- 
thies and money of those who hated Slavery at the North, and 
especially in the Middle States. We have been assured that the rea- 
son why it never took an equal hold upon the New England mind was 
the prompt exposure of its true character, when its claims were first 
presented, by Timothy Pickering and other men who saw Slavery 
and its devices with eyes which had been watching both for more than 
fifty years, and whose old experience had attained 

•* To something of prophetic strain." 

7 
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At the South, it made no secret of its true designs, and appealed to 
their obvious utility, as a safeguard of Slavery, to induce States and 
individuals to promote them. As soon as the Anti-Slavery Movement 
arose, it proved a true touchstone of tl^is, too, as well as of most of the 
other opinions, practices, and characters it encountered. The natural 
and inevitable antagonism of Ideas, the one of which contemplated the 
Immediate Extinction of Slavery, and the other, its indefinite contin- 
uance and well-being was at once developed. They could not consist 
together. With many honest exceptions, who very fast took them- 
selves out of the category of exceptions, as a general thing, the pro- 
moters of the Colonization Scheme proved themselves the bitterest and 
most unscrupulous enemies of the Colored Bace and the sternest op- 
posers of its deliverance. And so it hath remained unto this day. A 
Colonizationist and a Pro-Slavery man of the most venomous descrip- 
tion may be taken for synonymous and convertible terms. AVho are 
the main supporters of Colonization now ? The framers and supporters 
of the Fugitive Slave Law, and its kindred abominations. Henrt 
Clay has just yielded its Chair to Daniel Webster. The Slave- 
catchers, honorable and reverend, clerical and laic, are its foremost 
supporters and friends. 

The instincts of the Colored People, however, were too true for all 
charming of politicians and priests to overcome, charmed they never so 
wisely. The most intelligent and well-instructed knew that sweet 
waters never flow from bitter fountains. They refused to seek for 
grapes of the thistles which their natural enemies had planted for them, 
or to hope for figs from the cruel thorns from which they had with such 
difficulty escaped. They knew that America was their Native Land 
as truly as of those that asked them to abandon it, and they clung to 
it as their birthright. The better portion of the Colored men saw that 
here was the place allotted to them, where they were to work out the 
problem of the fortunes of their Bace. Their fathers had been brought 
here against their will, to be sure. And so, in some sort, were the 
ancestors of the White Eaces ; for most of them would have staid at 
home, could they have had their own way in matters religious, political, 
or pecuniary, that they deemed paramount. But having been bom 
upon the soil, it was their native soil, as truly as it was that of 
Washington, or Jefferson, or Jay, or Hancock. And it seemed 
to them as absurd to propose to remove them back again to the golden 
coast of Africa as it would to the descendants of those driven hither 
by the persecutions of James or the dragooning of Louis to suggest 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 51 

their deportation to England or to France. And to the more ignorant 
and unthinking, it appeared as plain as it could to any white philoso- 
pher, that bad as were the ills they had, it was better to make tiie best 
of them than '* to fly to others that they knew not of." 

Thus, for one reason and another, the Colored people have withheld 
** their own consent " (the illusive condition, only meant to blind silly 
philanthropists) from the plan which would take them from the homes, 
however humble, they had won for themselves here and set them down 
on a strip of coast, with the Ocean on one side and savages made more 
barbarous by intercourse with white men on the other, and with a 
deadly atmosphere overhanging it. And so measures have been, from 
time to time, taken to win this preliminary consent. The Slave States 
have made the contrivance of measures for the discomfort of their 
Free Colored population a part of their State-craft. And this devilish 
Machiavelism has extended itself to the Free States nearest to them. 
They are placed out of the pale of the law by the rejection of their 
oaths in Courts of Justice. They are denied the right of suffrage, en- 
tirely in some States, and with qualifications difficult to acquire in 
others. Into some they are refused admittance. The Common Law, 
the Constitution of the United States, the dictates of the simplest hu- 
manity are set at naught, so that these benighted heathens may be 
converted from the error of their ways. And in addition to all this, 
and more than it all, the social condition of. this unfortunate class is 
everywhere made as uncomfortable and unhappy as possible for the 
same beneficent purpose, in part, of bringing them to a sense of what 
is good for them. At this time, the designs of the Slaveholders and 
their tools, at Washington and elsewhere, are becoming more and more 
apparent. The scheme for the establishment of National Steam vessels 
on that route, the cruel legislation proposed in Virginia, the many propo- 
sitions for direct assistance to the Colonization Society, all show in which 
direction the popular, or rather the governmental, gale is setting. And 
it is just at this moment that a new ally of the oppressor appears. His 
heart is comforted and his hands strei^hened from an unexpected quain- 
ter. At this critical juncture, Mr. James Gr. Bieney, once a Slave- 
holder, then a Colonizationist, next an Abolitionist, after proceeding 
through the stages of New OrganizaUon and Third Partyism, at last re- 
turns to the point of Colonizationism ! We trust he will not slide back 
the further step and become again a Slaveholder ! And yet it would 
hardly bo more strange, in view of all that he has known and said, 
than what he has done. It is many years since we entertained a high 
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opinion of the principles of Mr. Birnet. His humanity in freeing his 
Skvcs we honored. His deliTerancc from the delusions of Coloniza- 
tion we respected. Bat his cooperation with the base and sectarian 
assaults which were made in 1839-40 upon the life of the Anti-SLiTery 
Movement, and, especially, his participation in the spoliation of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, have diminished the surprise we could 
feel at any new demonstration of his. The whole tone of his argument 
indicates a want of faith and of appreciation of the true signs of the 
times, a weakness of observation and of reasoning. He assumes what 
the Slaveholders and the enemies of the Colored Eace have always 
assumed^ that it cannot remain in this country. He virtually admits 
the perpetuity of Slavery. His arguments, if good at all, strike at the 
very root of all moral, or even political, agitation against Slavery. It 
is the philosophy of despair. 3Ir. Birnet is unlike the Bourbons, 
inasmuch as he has forgotten much, if he has learned nothing, during 
hb experience of Fifteen Years. 

The Abolitionists have no objection to Colonization, as one mode of 
improving the condition of any class of men. They do not, as Mr. 
Everett intimates, dissuade the Colored People from going to Africa, 
from any fanatical determination that they shall stay in this country 
and suffer the hardships and disabilities to which their abode here 
exposes them. The enemies of the Colonization Scheme would not 
dissuade a Colored man from emigrating to Africa or to Nova Zembla, 
if he really thought it for his advantage to do so. They are continu- 
ally encouraging and assisting a far more numerous Emigration to 
Canada, than the Colonization Society, with all its popularity and com- 
mand of means, has been able to promote to Liberia. Our objection 
is not to Colonization, but to the assumption that the two races cannot 
live together in this country, an assumption contradicted by the experi- 
ence of two hundred years, and to the consequent adoption of laws and 
customs intended to make their condition so uncomfortable that they 
shall be compelled to fly in their own defence. This we denounce as 
inhuman and abominable. Mr. Everett compares our opposition to 
the measures of the Colonization Society to that of men who should 
dissuade the suffering Scotch, Irish, Swiss, Germans, Norwegians and 
others from emigrating to America, *' kindling in their minds a bitter 
nationality or morbid patriotism, urging them to stay and starve, rather 
than emigrate and find employment, position, and prosperity for them- 
selves and their children on this side of the Atlantic." Now wo ap- 
prehend there is no parallelism between the cases. We do not dissuade 
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the Colored people from Emigration which we believe would be for 
their benefit ; but from one which we are well assured would be a 
change greatly for the worse. And we denounce the principles and 
measures of the Colonization Society precisely as we should a line of 
policy on the part of the despotic governments of Europe to compel 
emigration by a systematic course of oppressive measures^ devised and 
carried out for the purpose of driving their poorer subjects from their 
native country to this. The Colonization Society has ever been one of 
the most formidable, because one of the most insidious, enemies of the 
Colored Kace. It approaches it under the guise of friendship, and 
asks it to perpetuate the servitude of the Bond, by the exile of the 
Free. Its principfe is inherently vicious^ lying, and wicked. It must 
be ever watched without rest and exposed without mercy. 



Uncle Tom's Cabin and the White Slave. 

Our recapitulation of the Anti-Slavery influences which have been 
brought to bear on the public mind during the past year, would be 
very imperfect if we neglected to notice the publication of Uncle Tom's 
Cabin, a Romance full of Facts, narrated with wit, pathos, and dis- 
crimination of character of a very high order. This work which ap- 
peared originally in the columns of the National Era, was published 
early in the year and soon created a most extraordinary excitement, 
first on this and afterwards on the other side of thj9 Atlantic. Its suc- 
cess, indeed, has not only been without parallel in literary history, but 
has far outstripped the most brilliant successes of former authors. No 
book ever passed through so many editions, in the same space of time, 
either in this country or in Europe, and we believe that so large a 
number of copies has never been sold of any book, in any space of 
time, unless it may be the Pilgrim's Progress. It has been translated 
in most of the continental languages, and placed upon the stage, in a 
dramatic form, in almost every city. So that, whilst our wise Legisla- 
tors at Washington were fulminating their anathemas against agitation, 
and solemnly resolving and re-resolving that it should be discounte- 
nanced, in every form and in every place, Mrs. Stowe was preparing 
a firebrand which was to make it blaze with a new fury. So impotent 
are Legislative attempts to stop the discussion of any question. Diffi- 
cult in any country, it is impossible in this. 

About the same time Mr. Hildreth recast and concluded his Bo- 
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mance of Archy Moore, under the new title of The White Slave. 
Though the success of this work has not been comparable to that of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin, it has exceeded that of most American or Eng- 
lish publications, considering the short space of time since it appeared 
in its new shape. It has passed through several editions, both in this 
country and in England, and has helped to make Slavery, still, the one 
topic of thought and of conversation. Its mode of treatment of the 
subject differs from that of Mrs. Stowb's work, but it is impressed with 
a vigor of thought and an energy of description that will give it a per- 
manent place among standard works. The fact of the greater degree 
of success which has attended the re-appearance of Mr. Hildreth's 
work than that which met it when first given to the^world, we think is 
to be accounted for on the same grounds that, in some degree, account 
for the unprecedented success of Uncle Tom's Cabin. Had the latter 
work been published fifteen years ago, we believe it would have attain- 
ed a much more moderate measure of celebrity than that which has 
now so justly crowned it. And for the reason that, in this country at 
least, there did not then exist a public prepared to welcome such a 
work. Its American reputation would have been confined to a very 
narrow circle compared to that which now includes within its circumfer- 
ence all the Free States, and many of the best minds in the Slave States 
themselves. For twenty years and more, the Anti-Slavery Movement 
has been at work creating a public for Mrs. Stowb and Mr. Hildreth, 
which has now given them the reception their genius deserves. We 
have foreseen and foretold that this would be the natural course of 
events, that Eomance and the Drama would in due time come to our 
help by availing themselves of the help we had afforded them in the 
special preparation of the general mind, and we welcome joyfully these 
new auxiliaries to the Cause of Freedom. 

Mrs. Stowe's novel, and its success, produced a world of replies, 
many of them taking the same narrative form, showing how delightful 
a condition Slavery is, while others took the shape of argumentative 
discourses to convince mankind of their mistake that it was better for a 
man to own himself than to belong to another, and to show that it was 
not the fault of anybody (except, possibly, the English) that Slavery 
now exists in this country. These works were, generally, of the most 
trashy and ephemeral character possible, and, for the most part, have 
already passed into oblivion. But they all helped to maintain and 
swell still higher that chorus of agitation which forbade any eye to be 
shut, or any ear deaf, to the refractory facts of Slavery. The news- 
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papers, too, especially tlie more rabid of the Pro-Slavery political and 
ecclesiastical papers, from the New York Herald down to the New York 
Observer, have contributed their proportion to this wholesome result, 
in the very fullness of their zeal to counteract it. Thus does the God 
of Freedom make the wrath and wickedness of man to praise him. 



The British Islands. 

There was perhaps never a year, since West Indian Emancipation, 
when the public mind of Great Britain and Ireland has been so deeply 
stirred on the subject of Slavery, as the last. This has been in a 
measure owing to the vast popularity and infinite circulation of Uncle 
Tom's Cabin. But, still, the main assistance which the Anti-Slavery 
cause has received from the mother country has been from those old, 
steadfast, long-tried friends whose sympathies needed no stimulus from 
Fiction, and whose persistent labors rest on an enduring foundation of 
solid principles. Many meetings have been held in various parts of 
that kingdom, in Bristol, in Glasgow, in Belfast, and various other 
cities, called forth by the general demand of the Slave on their human 
sympathies, or by some specific occasion for a public expression of feel- 
ing. Latterly, these have been frequently in honor of Mrs. Stowe 
and her work, and substantial testimonials have been collected, in 
minute sums, as a solid expression of respect and gratitude. All these 
things have in a very satisfactory manner kept the subject before the 
British mind, and caused a continual discussion of it, very painful to 
the sensibilities of pious and patriotic Americans on their travels. 

While we have such -general cause of rejoicing in the new hold which 
the Anti-Slavery Cause seems to have taken upon the British people, 
we must especially advert to the consistent and intelligent assistance 
which the true American Movement has received from various Aboli- 
tionists, in diflferent parts of the two islands, but especially in Bristol 
and in Dublin. We have to thank them for taking their place by our 
side, from their faith in our fidelity to the Slave, in the face of very 
adverse influences of a sectarian nature. They have defended the 
principles and the characters of the Abolitionists of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society with a zeal and courage worthy of a warm return of 
gratitude and aflfection. Eminent among these true friends are the 
Bristol and Clifton Ladies' Anti-Slavery Society, which was formed in 
1840 under the auspices of Captain Charles Stuart, and by his false 
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representations induced to cooperate with Mr. Lewis Tappan's Society 
at New York, and with Miss Ball's Society in Boston. Bat being 
sincere and earnest Abolitionists, their honesty of purpose in due time 
opened their eyes and made them perceive the difference between those 
who made Anti-Slavery a cloak for sectarian bigotry and those to whom 
it was a living principle and a guide of daily life. This Society, a 
year and a half ago, November 13th, 1851, having arrived at a knowl- 
edge of the true state of the cause hero, and of the base conduct of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, withdrew its auxiliaryship 
from that body for reasons set forth in the following proceedings of the 
Society : — 

The members of the Bristol and Clifton Ladies' Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety have observed, with deep concern, that the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society has taken no steps to redeem itself from the fol- 
lowing grave charges, which have been brought against it in the Lon- 
don Morning Advertiser, the Bristol Examiner, and various other 
papers, both English and American, as well as at several public meet- 
ings:— 

First — That the general course of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society has been one of unfaithfulness to the interests of three 
millions of Slaves in the United States of America. 

Second — That it omitted to take any action in anticipation of the 
visits of American Pro-Slavery clergymen to England, until it was com- 
pelled to follow the current of popular feeling, which had been created 
during the previous three months by other less influential associations ; 
and, 

Third — That it subsequently claimed to have originated the Anti- 
Slavery measures taken in this direction by different religious bodies, 
though many had been adopted before it put forth any recommenda- 
tion of them. 

Fourth — That although thoroughly aware of the real character and 
merely nominal existence of the ** American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society," it has persisted in demanding for that Society, exclusively, 
the support of British Abolitionists. 

tifth — That it has studiously concealed from the public the un- 
ceasing exertion and great achievements of the ** American Anti-Slavery 
Society," excluding from the Reporter all notice of its proceedings, 
and declining to insert, even as advertisements, any resolutions of sym- 
pathy with its labors, or any appeals for aid to its annual Bazaar. 

Sixth — That it has taken no notice, in the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Reporter, of the most remarkable series of Anti-Slavery 
meetings ever held in the United States, at which George Thompson, 
Esq., M. P., recently addressed vast numbers of the American people, 
with singular eloquence, faithfulness, and success. 

Seventh — That it has assiduously kept back from the readers of the 
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Reporter accounts of interesting and important public meetings, held in 
different parts of the kingdom, to welcome those able and distinguished 
representatives of their brethren in bonds, William Wells Brown 
and William and Ellen Craft ; and has neglected and discouraged 
Fugitive Slaves bearing high testimonials from leading members of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, while commending to the sympathy of 
the British public such as are patronized by the American and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society. 

Eighth — That for the last eleven years, some of its most active 
members, without rebuke from the Society, have industriously circu- 
lated sinister reports, prejudicial to the character and influence of some 
of the most virtuous, high-minded, and intrepid American Abolitionists, 
while the Reporter has been closed to all statements calculated to re- 
move such misapprehensions ; thus evincing a want of candor and mag- 
nanimity utterly unbecoming the professed friends of the Slave. 

Wherefore, perceiving that the influence exerted by the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society has tended to repress energetic action, to 
withdraw English sympathy and aid from the true Abolitionists of 
America ; and that by multiplying the obstacles with which these devoted 
friends of freedom have to contend, it has grievously retarded the Anti- 
Slavery Cause throughout the world — the members of the Bristol and 
Clifton Ladies' Anti-Slavery Society feel that this body has forfeited 
the confidence formerly reposed in it, and that their duty to the Slave 
requires them to dissolve all connection with it. 

And it is hereby 

Resolved, That this Society be no longer considered as an auxiliary 
to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, but that it constitute 
an independent organization to be governed by such regulations as shall 
hereafter be determined upon. 

That the members of this Society consider it incumbent upon them to 
direct the attention of all other affiliated associations to the grounds of 
their separation from the parent Society ; and that a copy of the above 
resolutions, and of the printed documents on the subject already in 
circulation, be sent to the Secretary of each auxiliary. 

We have placed these excellent proceedings on our Kecord, this 
year, though they would have come more regularly under that of the 
last, because they have been widely circulated in an able, dispassionate, 
and well reasoned Keport of the Society, adopted last June. We 
hope they will have the effect of opening the eyes of many sincere but 
misled Abolitionists, on that side of the water, to the fact that the 
worst enemies the Cause has to deal with are those that call themselves 
of its own household. 

In consequence, probably, of these proceedings and of the constant 
fidelity of the London Morning Advertiser, which we cannot too highly 
commend and which we most cordially appreciate, Mr. Lewis Tappan 
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was induced to come to the rescae of his discomfited Trans-Atkntic 
allies, in a pamphlet, in which with the comic effiontery which distin- 
guishes that gentleman from all other men, he served up the old lies, 
with some considerable additions, about Mr. Garrison and the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, for the entertainment of the British Anti-Slavery 
Public. This production boasted the invaluable sponsorship of Mr. 
John Scoble, who had sneaked back to his dirty work again after his 
Hegira to Canada, from before the face of Georoe Thompson and the 
Morning Advertiser. It was entitled *' Reply to Charges brought 
against the American and Foreign Anti-Slaveiy Society, &c., &c." 
At the request of the Executive Committee of the American Anti- 
Slaveiy Society, your Corresponding Secretary prepared a brief answer 
to this attack upon them entitled ** An Examination of the Charges of 
Mr. John Scoble and Mr. Lewis Tappan against the American Anti- 
Slaveiy Society." This was printed at Dublin, at the expense of the 
American Society, and was widely circulated by judicious friends. A 
second edition of a smaller size, and of a more numerous impression, 
was afterwards printed and distributed at the expense of our Anti- 
Slavery friends on the other side. At the same time, that faithful and 
intelligent friend of the American Anti-Slavery Movement^ Richard 
D. Webb, of Dublin, published a reply to this pamphlet of Mr. 
Tappan, entitled '* The National Anti-Slavery Societies of England 
and the United States," which had an extensive circulation, — thus 
adding another to the many services he has rendered to the Anti-Slavery 
Cause. 

Yet another and a most important measure has been adopted during 
the past year, by the British Abolitionists in sympathy with the Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery Society, in the establishment of a monthly organ for 
the dissemination of its principles and the presentation of the facts of 
the American Movement fairly and justly to the British public. The 
want of such an instrumentality has long been felt and has been the 
occasion of much misrepresentation and calumny passing current, from 
the want of an authentic vehicle of contradiction. This being now 
supplied in the Anti-Slavery Advocate, published in London, we hope 
for the most beneficial results from its efforts. It has been conducted 
thus far with signal ability and good judgment, as well as with the 
most perfect thoroughness and fidelity. We can assure the supporters 
and conductors of the Advocate that we most cordially appreciate the 
enlightened zeal which has led them to establish it as a new channel of 
communication between the true Abolitionists of the two worlds, and 
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that we will endeavor to evince our sense of it by giving them our best 
cooperation for the accomplishment of our common end. 

One of the most observable of the new influences which the recent 
revival of interest in the condition of our Slaves in England has aroused, 
was the issuing of an Address to the Women of America, urging them 
to exert their influence for Emancipation, by a Meeting of ladies of 
distinction, under the auspices of the Duchess of Sutherland, held at 
Stafford House. This Address, which was drawn up by the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, a nobleman distinguished for his philanthropic labors in 
behalf of the suffering classes in England, and better known in this 
country as Lord Ashley, his courtesy title during the lifetime of his 
father. Nothing could be more temperate or modest than its terms. 
It attributed quite as much guilt to the English Nation for the estab- 
lishment of Slavery in America, as the facts will bear out. It did not 
insist on the Immediate Emancipation of the Slaves as the true philoso- 
phy. It dealt in no severe or denunciatory language. It was evi- 
dently designed to be so drawn as to avoid any just or conceivable 
occasion of exception or cavil as to its spirit or language. Lord 
Shaftesbury afterwards, in a reply to an impertinent attempt of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Society to take this matter out 
of his hands, which was courteously rebuffed, stated that he considered 
the period of three years quite suJB&cient for any preparation of the 
Slaves for freedom. The signatures to this Address have not yet been 
all obtained, but when it is ready for presentation to the American 
public, it will probably present an array of names of women, eminent 
for rank, influence and intelligence, such as was never before collected 
together. 

But this array of names and the formal offering of the Address were 
not needed to make it begin to do its perfect work. Of all men and 
women, in despite of our noisy Republicanism, there are none more 
under the influence of the prestige of rank and wealth than the Ameri- 
cans, — and especially that class which delight to bow down to our 
Slaveholding aristocracy at home. An Address, which, — had it pro- 
ceeded from the middling class, or the dissenting bodies, of England, 
would have been treated with silent contempt, — coming as it did from 
the highest rank of English nobility, demanded and obtained instant 
attention. Scarcely a newspaper, of either party, appears without 
articles, editorial or otherwise, aimed at the Stafford House Address. 
Formal Replies have been written, with more or less discretion and 
ability, by American women as well as men. A most wholesome im- 
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pulse has been given to that agitation of the question which can alone 
produce the change in the heart of the Nation, of which Emancipation 
will be the fruit. Even Congress has felt the sting of this most gentle 
rebuke, and the Duchess of Sutherland and her associates have been 
honored with a liberal share of Legblative yituperation. Altogether, 
the Address has been productive of vast good, in the attention which it 
has compelled the American public to give to Slavery, — attention 
which cannot be long directed to so hateful an object without beneficial 
results to many minds and hearts. We hope that the mighty influence 
which the higher classes of England have over American Society will 
be still exerted to make eveiy American, who is not an Abolitionist, 
blush for his citizenship as long as it is steeped in the blood and tears 
of millions of his countrymen. 

Our faithful fellow-laborer, Mr. William W. Brown, has continued 
his services to the Cause during the past year with his usual zeal and 
ability. He has held many public meetings and assisted in the ex- 
posure of hollow friends as well as in the defeat of open enemies of the 
Cause of his fellows in bonds. He has published a book describing 
his impressions of the Old World, which has excited much interest as 
the production of one who had spent the chief of his days in the de- 
grading condition of Slavery. His residence abroad has been of great 
value to the Movement there and at home. Mr. and Mrs. Craft, we 
believe, are still at Oakham, pursuing their education, under the 
auspices of Lady Btron. Their presence in the country, under the 
peculiarly striking and interesting circumstances attending their self- 
deliverance, is a perpetual reminder of the existence and the horrors 
of Slavery, which cannot £Edl of its effect. 



Anti-Slavery Meetings. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society was 
held in Bochester, N. Y., on Tuesday, May 11th, and continued in 
session for three days. The meetings were held in the Corinthian 
Hall, one of the largest halls in the country, and was well attended by 
Abolitionists from various and distant parts of the land. Its discus- 
sions were deeply interesting, and embraced all the topics which go to 
make up the great question of Slavery and its manifold relations to the 
bond and the free. Its evening sessions were thronged with eager 
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listeners, and a daep and salutary impresfflon could not fail to be left 
on many minds. 

The New i^iglaed Convention met, as usual, in Boston, on the last 
Tuesday in May, and its sessicms lasted for three days. From the be- 
ginning to the end of the Convention, the Melodeon was crowded with 
interested spectators and attentive listeners. Perhaps a more satisfac- 
tory one was never held. Messrs. Garrison, Phillips, Theodore Par- 
ker and others spoke witli more than their usual energy and eloquence. 
The presence of Mr. Joseph Barker, so well known as the friend of 
the poor man in the mass and in the individual, in England, and for his 
successful efforts to furnish him with mental food at a cheap rate, gave 
^reat additional interest to the meeting. His speeches were all clear, 
logical, forcible, and well put. We gladly welcome such a laborer into 
our abundant harvest of toil. A very small admission fee, in the 
evenings, saved us from all annoyance from unruly lads and mischiev- 
ous men, while not a seat or standing place was left empty of auditors 
desirous of hearing, at least, what we had to say. It was a very satis- 
factory winding up of the winter and spring operations of the Society, 
of which a more particular account will be given in another place. 

An immense assemblage came together at Abington on the Fourth 
of July, to assist at the only genuine Celebration of Independence 
held in the State. The fine day, the varied groups, the attentive mul- 
titudes, the beautifol grove with its encircling waters, niade the scene 
most animating and brilliant. Mr. Bemond was called to the Chair, 
and Speeches made by Messrs. Quincy, Phillips, Theodore Parker, 
Garrison, Calee Stetson, Mrs. Foster, the President, and others. 
It was an occasion oi unmingled pleasure, and had no drawback upon 
its satisfactions. 

The Celebration of West Indian Emancipation was held, last year, 
at Framingham. Although the Grove was not so beautiful as that at 
Abington, it bad conveniences of access and accommodation which 
made it a very excellent place of meeting. A special train conveyed a 
very large party to the ground, where it was met by other parties from 
the country round about. Mr. Garrison presided, and opened the 
session with an impressive Speech. Messrs. Remond, Burleigh, 
Theodore Parker, Dr. Farrar, of Maine, John C. Wyman, James 
Freeman Clarke, Quincy, and others addressed the meeting. After 
a very pleasant and encouraging meeting the large audience dispersed 
at the close of the afternoon session, strengthened in their hatred of 
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Skyeiy, and comf<Hted in Tiew of tlie example Eoglaiid had set of the 
safety and blessings of Immediate EknancipaticMi. 

Forefsithers' Day, which has been of late years added to oar Anti- 
Skvery holidays, was celebrated at PlymonUi, on the twenty-second 
of December. The meeting was weU attended, though somewhat 
affected by the severity of the weather and by other and festive Com- 
memorations of the Day in Plymouth. Messrs. Phtlups, Pillsbubt, 
and QuiNCT, were the principal sped^ers. The AbolitionistB of the Old 
Colony have done well in dedicating the Birth Day of New England 
to the Anti-Slavery Cause. There can be nothing in our contemporary 
history that could so warmly commend itself to the hearts of those 
founders of our institutions, than that attempt to free them from the 
curse which cleaves to them, and to make them really such a polity as 
the Fathers hoped to establish in the New World. 



Anti-Slavery Operations. 

We could easily fill a large part of these pages with a detailed ac- 
count of the operations of the Society^ and the experiences of its agents, 
during the past year. But these latter have already been fully given, 
by some of the agents, in the Anti-Slavery journals, the Standard and 
the Liberator'; and our space will not allow us to do more, in this 
place, than present a general statement and summary of what has been 
done. 

And we would premise that we have not, for many years, so sensibly 
felt the want of larger frmds, to meet the numerous demands upon us, 
as during the past year. This has not been owing to any decrease in 
the accustomed contributions of our friends. Some indeed may have 
cooled, but their places have been filled up by others ; and frt)m these 
sources, the old and the new, our hands have been faithfully upheld. 
But the calls upon our Board, and upon our General Agent, for the 
services of lecturers, for aid to hold meetings, and for such speakers as 
could sustain, in an able and instructive manner, the stated Sunday 
meetings which are springing up in many of our larger towns, and which 
are thronged by men and women, who have tired of the Pro-Slavery and 
unsatisfying routine of most of our so-called churches, have been so 
earnest and so frequent, that to comply with them, — and how could we 
refuse them ? — has kept our treasury in an almost exhausted state, and 
has sometimes quite emptied it. In this state of things, we have been 
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compelled to forego the services of some persons, as agents, whose aid 
we should have been glad to secure for the Cause, and to retain others 
on the condition of their obtaining, by their own solicitation, the larger 
proportion of their own support. We believe that we have never had 
a more able corps of lecturers in the field, than during the year 1852, 
and we have satisfactory proof that their labors have been unusually 
effective. 

Among the regular agents of the Society, who have been such for 
longer or shorter periods, none of them less than several months, have 
been Stephen 8. Foster, Abby Kelley Foster, Sallie Holley, 
Parker Pillsbury, Daniel Foster, Charles C. Burleigh, Lucy 
Stone, William B. Stone, and the General Agent of the Society, 
Samuel May, Jr. For shorter periods we have had the valuable ser- 
vices of Charles L. Remond, Joseph J. Locke, Nathaniel H. 
Whiting, Lewis Ford, Giles B. Stebbins, and Alonzo J. Grover. 
Others, whose names are a sufficient pledge of the high worth of the 
contribution, have again and again volunteered their services, going 
forth to speak words which have carried conviction to many minds, and 
have thus given both a character and an impulse to our movement, 
which without them it could not have had. Among these we gladly 
and gratefully name William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, 
Edmund Quincy, and John T. Sargent. With the aid of these 
friends and agents, the Society has been enabled to hold about Fifty 
large Conventions during the year ; and upwards of three hundred and 
forty Anti-Slavery lectures have been given in the same time, most of 
which have been well attended. These have been held, not in Massa- 
chusetts alone, but also in Rhode Island, Connecticut, Maine, and 
New Hampshire, — this Society having been the trustee and organ of 
the New England Anti-Slavery Convention, held in Boston with such 
signal interest and effect in May last. 

We shall be excused for pausing a moment to single out one name 
from our list of agents, for at least a passing word.- It has been with 
more than common satisfaction, and with deep thankfulness, that we 
have been permitted to welcome to New England, and to the service of 
the Anti-Slavery Cause, a lecturer of such high qualifications, and such 
rare abilities, as Miss Sallib Holley. She has brought every gift, 
which a refined, educated, modest, and religious woman can bring, and 
devote them all, with the most entire singleness of purpose, to the 
cause of those who are ready to perish, — whom she sees victimized 
and heathenized by this hypocritical nation, no man caring for their 
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$(ml$. In ibeir behalf die has spoken such toaehing, eloquent, and 
holy words to onr New England people, as have stirred tiieir hearte to 
their utmost depths, and will not be soon forgotten. We fervently 
hope that her health may be renewed and confirmed, and that ^e may 
long continue to speak to this peoj^'s consciences and hearts, causing 
them to feel the greatness of their an against their enslaved fellow- 
men, and impelling them to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 



Death of Isaac T. Hoppeb. 

The past year has been marked by the death of Isaac T. Hopper, 
the oldest as well as one of the most faithful of all the friends of the 
Slave. He died in New York on the seventh of May, after a long 
illness, which he bore with serene patience, in the eighty-first year of 
his age. The news of his death, though not unexpected, excited a 
deep sensibility in the minds of all who had ever been connected with 
him personally, or in any movement in the direction of Reform. Few 
men were more widely known and more deeply beloved where known, 
for sterling integrity and rare devotion to the best interests of his fellow- 
men. Hundreds, if not thousands, of fugitive Slaves have owed their 
escape to his coolness, courage, and fertility in resources, exerted dur- 
ing the many years of his long life. He was more than a birthright 
Abolitionist. He identified himself with the modem movement from 
its inception, was for several years an active c&cer of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, and retained his interest in it to the last. Though 
warmly attached to the Religious Society of Friends, which he had 
joined from conviction in his youth, he did not hesitate to encounter its 
anathema when he found that it stood in the way of the Slave's deliv- 
erance. During the latter portion of his Itfe he was more immediately 
connected with the Associations for the improvement of prisons and the 
reformation of criminals. The most unhappy classes of men and women 
were those to whose relief he felt himself the most irresistibfy drawn ; 
and it was with the blessings of the Slave flying to freedom, of the 
guilty or the weak seeking to escape from crime or vice, whom 
he had helped and strengthened, in his hand, that he went up to his 
account. 

At the Annual Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society, at 
Rochester, the following Resolution, expressive of the sense the 
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Society entertained of his loss, introduced and supported by Mr. 
GiJRRisoN, was unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved^ That it is with emotion too profound for utterance that 
this Society receives the inlelHgence of the decease of the yenerable 
Isaac T. Hopper, on Friday evening last, in the City of New York — ' 
the friend of the friendless, boundless in his compassion, exhaustless in 
his benevolence, untiring in his labors, the most intrepid of philanthro- 
pists, who never feared the face of man, nor omitted to bear a faithful 
testimony against injustice and oppression ; the early, steadfast, heroic 
advocate and protector of the hunted fugitive Slave, to whose sleepless 
vigilance and timely aid, multitudes have been .indebted for their de- 
liverance from the Southern house of bondage ; in whom were equally 
blended the gentleness of the lamb with the strength of the lion, the 
wisdom of the serpent with the harmlessness of the dove, and who, 
" when the ear heard him, then it blessed him ; when the eye saw 
him, it gave witness to him ; because he delivered the poor that cried, 
and the fatherless, and him that hath none to help him. The blessing 
of him that was ready to perish came upon him, and he caused the 
widow's heart to sing for joy ; he put on righteousness, and it clothed 
him ; his judgment was as a robe and a diadem ; he was eyes to the 
blind, and feet was he to the lame. The cause which he knew not, 
he se.arched out ; and he broke the jaws of the wicked and plucked 
the spoil out of his teeth." 



The Church. 

There has been no material change in the attitude of the various 
denominations into which the American Church is divided, towards 
the Anti-Slavery Movement. Individual ministers and particular 
churches may have shown from time to time a greater degree of sym- 
pathy and an increased disposition to cooperate with it; but such 
cases have been merely exceptional. The great influences of the 
Church; of the more eminent* ministers and laymen, are still thrown 
into the scale of the oppressor. The American Church, as a body, is 
still the deadliest enemy that the Slave has to encounter. The prestige 
of piety, the assumption of superior holiness, all the deeply rooted rev- 
erence of the people for their ecclesiastical customs and teachers, are 
craftily used to consecrate the crime of Slavery and to make the un- 
thinking believe that it is an ordinance of Grod, with which they have 
no right to intermeddle. The mischief which flows from this perversion 
of the religious element in the national mind, is great in proportion to 
9 
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the blessing which might be derived from it if righteously directed. 
Great is the responsibility, heavy the guilt, of those who have converted 
the waters of life into a spring of bitterness, and have made them a 
source of poison instead of healing to the iiation. 

The Methodist Church in South Carolina have perfunctorily cut the 
knot with which the Discipline had perplexed their pious ingenuity. 
The SouthJCarolina Conference, at its last meeting, passed a unani- 
mous resolution expunging from the Discipline the obnoxious Tenth 
Section, which is as follows : — 

SECTION X. OF SLAVERY. 

• Q. What shall be done for the extirpation of the evil of Slavery ? 

A, We declare that we are as much as ever convinced of the great 
evil of Slavery ; therefore no Slaveholder shall be eligible to any offi- 
cial station in our church hereafter, where the laws in which ho lives 
will admit of emancipation, and permit the liberated Slave to enjoy 
freedom. 

2. When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a Slave or 
Slaves^ by any means, he shall forfeit his ministerial character in our 
church, unless he execute, if practicable, a legal emancipation of such 
Slaves, conformably to the laws of the State in which he Hves. 

3. All our preachers shall prudently enforce upon our members the 
necessity of teaching their Slaves to read the word of God; and to 
allow them time to attend upon the public worship of Gtod. on our 
regular days of divine service. 

At the last General Conference of the Methodist Church, South, an 
earnest attempt was made to expunge ihis section, but without suc- 
cess. So South Carolina took the initiative in this Ecclesiastical Nulli- 
fication, and it remains to be seen whether the General Conference will 
pass any censure on this act of insubordination. Even this section, it 
will be seen, which was more than the Saints of South Carolina could 
endure, does not command men to obey God when Man has forbidden 
it, and permits its local preachers, by far the most numerous body, to 
hold as many Slaves as they please. It is only while they travel that 
they are required to lift up clean hands to God I 

There have not been wanting, however, signs that the change which 
is gradually coming over the Nation's heart is beginning to be 
manifested in Ecclesiastical action. A Convention of Congregational 
Ministers held at Mansfield, Ohio, June 23d, passed the following 
Resolutions, which we hope express the sincere conviction and firm de- 
termination of all who passed them : — 
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Resolved, That we regard American Slavery as, both a great viola- 
tion of the Law of God and of the Eights of Man ; an(i that we deem 
it to be our sacred duty to protest by every Christian means against 
Slaveholding and against any and all acts which recognise the false and 
pernicious principle that makes merchandise of man. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention the Congregational 
Convention of the State of Ohio which we propose to form, should hold 
no ecclesiastical correspondence with Slaveholding bodies. 

The question of aid to be given to Slaveholding Chxurches by the 
American Home Mission Society was brought before the Congrega- 
tional Convention held at Albany last October. The following Reso- 
lution was proposed by the majority of the Committee to which the 
operations of the Society were referred, on this subject : — 

Believing that those who, for their own advantage, hold and use 
their fellow-men as Slaves, violate a cardinal principle of true religion, 
and ought not to be received into Christian churches, it is our opinion 
that churches which recognise such Slaveholders as worthy of member- 
ship ought not to receive aid from the American Home Missionary 
Society ; and, therefore, in dispensing the funds with which it is in- 
trusted by the Christian public, it should give aid to such churches 
only as refuse such recognition. 

A mmority resolution was oflfered that such assistance should be 
given to such ministers as should ** with simplicity of purpose and wise 
discretion " so preach as to mitigate Slavery and tend to its Abolition. 
After a long debate, in which various suggestions and amendments 
were proposed, the following Compromise was passed unanimously : — 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, it is the tendency 
of the Gospel, wherever it is preached in its purity, to correct all sociid 
evils, and to destroy sin in all its forms ; and that it is the duty of the 
Missionary Societies to grant aid to churches in Slaveholding States, 
in the support of such ministers only as shall so preach the gospel, 
and inculcate the practical application of gospel principles, that, 
with the blessing of God, it shall have its fuH effect in awakening and 
enlightening the moral sense in regard to Slavery, and in bringing to 
pass the speedy abolition of that stupendous wrong ; and that wherever 
a minister is not permitted so to preach, he should, in accordance with 
the directions of Christ in such cases, ** depart out of that city." 

These steps, though not going as far as Christianity or Consistency 
requires, are still in the right direction, and we place them on record 
as among the signs of the times. 
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In the Episcopal CouventioQ at New York, last Spring, Mr. John 
Jay again urged the restoration of the Colored Episcopal Churches of 
that Diocese to theil* canonical rights and Christian privileges in that 
Body. It need hardly be said that his laudable attempt again met 
with defeat. But it is a wholesome testimony to be borne in the ears 
of the Church, which we hope he will not be discouraged from uphold- 
ing. He, certainly, has received countenance and encouragement from 
a high quarter in the Church. For at the Pennsylvania Convention, 
last Spring, on the same question coming up. Bishop Potter main- 
tained the rights of the Colored Churches to ecclesiastical equality, in 
a Speech of eminent candor, ability, and Christian spirit. Though the 
measure did not prevail, we cannot but augur well of the future from 
the position taken by this distinguished prelate. 

A fresh exemplification of the quality of the American Christianity 
and Eepublicanism has been furnished recently in the excitement 
caused by the Case of Signer Madiai and his wife at Florence. These 
unfortunate persons having been imprisoned by order of the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany, for the crime of having a Prptestant Bible in their 
possession. This case naturally attracted the attention of the Protes- 
tant world, and remonstrances and reclamations were interposed in their 
behalf on the. part of eminent public and private men in England and 
other Protestant countries. Stimulated by this example, zealous Slave- 
catching divines and laymen in New York joined with others in calling 
a great Indignation Meeting in Metropolitan Hall, over which the 
Mayor presided, and at which a vast amount of pious and indignant 
eloquence was ejaculated. Mr. Secretary Everett, at the request of 
the President of the United States, wrote to the Grand Duke asking 
for a remission of their sentence. With more than three millions of 
Madiai's at their own doors, to whom all knowledge of the Bible is de- 
nied, and to provide whom with it is felony in nearly half the States, 
these eminent Saints, in Church and State, have th^ assurance to inter- 
fere witli the Domestic Institutions of Tuscany, and to dictate a Higher 
Law to its Legislative Authority I These men, professing to believe 
that a knowledge of the truths contained in the Scriptures are essential 
to the salvation of the soul, submit without remonstrance to its denial 
to one sixth of their countrymen, while they glow with real or simu- 
lated wrath at the meting out of the same measure to the Florentines ! 
Not remembering in how much more justifiable a position the Grand 
Duke stands, who holds the reading of the Protestant version of the 
Scriptures to be dangerous to the souls of his subjects whose temporal 
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and eternal concerns have been committed to bis care. Surely out of 
tbeir own moutbs these men stand condemned. 



The Future. 

It is the felicity of the Abolitionists that there can be no such thing 
as an uninteresting or uninstructive event, or concurrence of events, to 
them. Everything is full either of prophecy or of fulfilment. This is, 
indeed, true of all men. Every moment is ** the meeting of two 
Eternities " to every creature. But the Abolitionist knows and feels 
it, because he is over on the outlook to mark the signs of the time, to 
inquire '' what of the night? " and to wait for the coming of the in- 
evitable dayspnng. And he sees clearer than other men, for he looks 
with unselfish eyes, and hopes for the coming dawn, not because it is 
to bring a blessing to himself, but to others. Therefore he is not so 
apt to be deceived by lying prophets, or by false ones, as they who are 
made blind and deaf by the eagerness of self-interest. He has always 
heretofore seen more clearly into the future of Slavery than the seers of 
the pulpit or of the market-place. History has had much ado to over- 
take his predictions. She will never be able to outstrip them, till the 
goal of Emancipation is reached. For he has been bred in this School 
of Prophecy. He knows the subtle and treacherous nature of Slavery. 
He knows that Evil must needs prevail in any confederacy with Good. 
But he knows, too, that whenever Good and Evil are confronted in 
actual conflict, as they must needs one day be, there can be no ques- 
tion as to the side on which the Lord and Victory will be found. 

It is an interesting point of History at which we now stand. The 
Slave Power is triumphant as it was never before, and its insolence is 
commensurate with its triumph. Its innate sagacity, made more acute 
by long experience, taught it how to compel the homage of both the 
parties into which the country is politically divided. Each, anxious 
that the preponderating weight which had turned the trembling balance 
so often when candidate was weighed against candidate, should be 
thrown into its scale, had humbled itself even beyond the measure of 
former humiliation. Every prominent public man having any chance 
of success hastened to outrun, even, the demands of the Slave Power, 
and thus established a propagandist policy, fortified by a Draconic 
code, such as it had never entered into the hearts of earlier Slaveocrats 
to conceive of. And, then, scornfully passing by all these suppli- 
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cants for its ftvor, the Slave Power toaches with the sceptre one of 
whose loyalty it needed no protestations to be convinced, and sets him 
over all its house. Cass, Buchanan, Douglass, Maecy, Dickinson, 
were all passed by. Of Webstkk it did not even condescend to recog- 
nise the existence. Even Scott, though he outstripped the lightning 
. in his abasement, could hardly obtain the .chance of the defeat from 
which it scarcely attempted to defend him. It accepted the silence of 
General Piebce as a sacrifice of a sweeter savor than all their wordy 
liturgy. 

Always before this year, one of the parties, at least in the North, 
made some decent pretensions of hostility to Slave Aggrandisement. 
It was part of its political capital to assume this virtue, if it had it not, 
and with it to set up in business trading politicians who were to watch 
th6 market and inveigle customers. But, this year, the Whigs, under 
the lead or by the compulsion of Mr. Webster, disavowed these old 
professions on which they had stamped their image and superscription ; 
they called in the issues and nailed them to the counter as base and 
counterfeit. In their place they drew bills of credit on the South, 
acknowledging, virtually, that Slavery and what represented it was the 
only legal political tender in these United States of America. Even the 
idolatry of the Almighty Dollar seemed to be merged for the time in 
the enthusiasm of this new religion. But it was in seeming only, for 
the devotees of the new Faith saw in it but a republication and a 
reinforcement of the old. Terms were defined anew. Patriotism be- 
came a cheerful helping of one hundred and thirteen thousand Slave- 
holders to make nearly four millions of as good men as themselves work 
for them for nothing. Public Duty was discovered to mean catching 
men striving to reinvest themselves with their humanity by flight, and 
replunging them into servitude and barbarism. Nationalism is admitted 
to be a joyful submission of the whole country to the worst and weakest 
part ; while Sectionalism is as unquestionably the desire of restraining 
SlsLvery within its own place and not acknowledging its universal do- 
minion. Christianity consists in helping to deny the Bible and the 
knowledge of itself to every sixth American ; and EepubHcanism in 
the implicit submission of twenty-three million nine hundred and 
twenty-five thousand inhabitants to the will and pleasure of some 
seventy-five thousand (making a very moderate deduction for women 
and minors, holding Slaves in their own right,) vo^tw^ oligarchs, hold- 
ing th^ir power in virtue of their ownership of human flesh and blood. 

Now both parties, consisting of the vast majority of the Nation, are 
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as one in these tilings. What is to come of it ? The Slave Power, 
thus reinforced by its eager allies of both parties, can do what it 
pleases. What will it please to do ? It can proceed to take posses- ' 
sion of Cuba and Hayti, or to take measures for their reception within 
the Area of Freedom. Whether it will do or attempt this depends in 
no degree .on the general wish of the country or the true interests of 
the Nation. It having been conceded on all hands, excepting an in- 
significant and fanatical minority of Protestants, that the preservation, 
comfort, and extension of Slavery is the only National policy, any 
incidental interference with the subordinate interests of the Free States 
which the carrying out of that policy demands, neither will, nor should, 
be allowed to stand in its way. The only question will be, is this 
addition to our present Slave territory for the advantage of the same, 
or not ? Is it advisable to risk adding a distant Island, like Cuba, 
with a population in which the blacks largely preponderate, to the 
domain of Republican Slavery ? Should the Spanish Government, as 
a measure of defence, proclaim Freedom to all the inhabitants thereof, 
would it not be a difficult thing to reduce the blacks to their natural 
condition again ? Would not an insurgent island looking across the 
Gulf of Mexico be of evil ensample to our own happy and contented 
peasantry ? Would it be worth our while to engage in a conflict with 
Hayti, from which France, in the pride of h'er strength, and glory, 
recoiled in defeat ? Might not a not impossible, however impertinent 
interference on the part of England and France disturb the Present of 
the Cotton Trade to a degree not likely to be recompensed by its increase 
in the possible Future ? These, and such as these, are the considera- 
tions which must decide the questions. We at the North have nothing 
to do with them, except to find the men and money necessary for en- 
forcing the decisions of the only competent authority. For these we 
wait in humble patience and submission. 

tio much for the Future of our Foreign affiiirs. Our Domestic 
Policy is sure to be moulded by the same master hands. The right of 
publishing Anti-Slavery Journals, of holding Public Meetings, of 
agitating the question of Slavery in any way, lies at the door of that 
mercy. Both parties have resolved and re-resolved that the Slavery 
agitation must cease. Are they going to reduce these resolutions into 
action ? It is for the Slaveholders to say. There is nothing to prevent 
the passage of a new Sedition Law, making the use of spoken or 
written language, calculated to bring the Constitution, Government, 
and Laws of the Union into contempt, punishable by fin^ and imprison- 
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ment. Just as good a case might be made out for such an one as was 
furnished for John Adams's law. Doctor Cooper, Matthew Lyon, 
and others were punished under that Law, for evil speaking of authorities, 
during Federal Kule. And under Jefferson himself, Joseph Dennie, 
of the Portfolio, narrowly escaped conviction for an abstract Disserta- 
tion on Democracy, illustrated from Ancient History, without allusion 
to America ! If the Slaveholders demand this sacrifice of Free Speech 
and a Free Press, we do not see how it can be refused by the new 
Coalition of Whigs and Democrats, pledged to the Salvation of the 
Union. There is not a United States Court, and wo fear not a State 
one, that would not sustain such laws as Constitutional. And under 
the new doctrine of Juries, -there could be little difficulty in procuring 
convictions. It is merely a question of Slavehblding expediency ; and 
if this policy be not adopted, it will be only because they are too wise 
in their generation to endeavor to extinguish a fire by smothering it 
with fuel. 

Parties, it has been said, can exist only under free governments. 
The existence of parties is a proof that freedom of thought and of 
utterance is recognised m the countries where they are found, and 
their absence proves that the country which will not endure them 
rejects also the elements from which they spring. This political axiom 
grows out of the naturS of man and of things political. Where men 
are at liberty to think for themselves and to say what they think, it 
must needs be that they take different views of their own rights and 
interests and divide on questions which arise, from time to time, touch- 
ing those rights and interests. So it was ** in Athens and free Rome." 
As long as any political liberty was left to them, they were divided, 
sometimes torn in sunder, by parties and factions. They divided on prin- 
ciples, as they received them, and, however violent and bloody the dis- 
sensions to which they gave rise, they were signs of life and of freedom. 
It was not until Macedonian and Koman conquest had *' quenched the 
Eye of Greece," and her own vices had extinguished the light of 
Roman liberty, that party spirit was replaced in the first by the subtle- 
ties of scholastic disquisition, and in the last by the competitions of 
the Green and Red Factions of the Circus. So in the strifes between 
liberty and despotism in modern Europe. In the Italian Republics, 
in Holland, in Switzerland, in France, and in England, the reality of 
the Liberty they boasted might be tested almost to a nicety by the 
vitality of the parties which seemed to distract, but which did, in 
reality, give it a consistent and enduring life. 
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In this country, ther same test has been found to perform its office 
with the same, unerring accuracy. In the Colonial times, the people 
were divided into parties on questions involving the principles of the 
Prerogative of the Sovereign and the Constitutional Rights of the 
People. These disputes went before the Revolution and prepared 
the way fDr its advent. After the Revolution, the same political 
necessity produced the same results. Party Spirit raged, but it grew 
out of questions and relations which at least seemed to the parties 
agitating them to involve vital principles and to reach towards remote 
and mighty issues. The general mind was in a state of turbulent 
excitement, but it was the excitement of life. The billows roared and 
foamed, but it was because the Spirit of Liberty moved on the face of 
the deep. The sea and the waves roaring might seem to threaten 
heaven and earth, but it waa only an agitation which defecated and 
purified the surging mass of mind, and saved it from the fatal calm of 
the waveless sea of Despotism. Of later days, since the downfall of 
Napoleon, the nation has also been divided, though on questions of 
infinitely smaller moment. Principles have yielded place to policies, 
and men have fought, not for eternal laws of Right, but for laws of 
political and financial economy. Whether more money could be made 
by trade or by manufactures ; whether, when made, it should be kept 
in a Bank or somewhere else ; whether certain branches of business 
could be better conducted by natural or artificial persons, by individ- 
uals or by Corporations ; these have been the questions which have 
superseded those struggles which made Milton 

** Scorn delights and live laborious days," 

which sent Hampden reeling in his saddle, a dying man, from Chal- 
grave field, which gave up Vane and Sidney to the block, which 
filled the sails of the Mayflower and sharpened the sword of the Rev- 
olution ! 

But even the paltry factions of the shop and the spinning-jenny 
were better than no parties at all. They, at least, served to keep the 
general mind in motion and saved it from utter stagnation. As long 
as there was life, there was hope. But where are aU those parties 
now ? They have, indeed, a name to live, but they are dead. Who 
expected any alteration in the Tariff, any revival of '*the obsolete 
idea " of a National Bank, any difference in the public policy of the 
country, from the success or the defeat of the man who must reign 
10 
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of tm iizrje. T^t ui=:'ij:cs ir^Kcisa, wtlS^ ocr FaAfty kad the 
cnel C:IIt to biiJ in a £ual vediick ta tiae libextj fo vUch 
tb^ bad fr^cr^ tbat despccsm viiidi bas from tbe beghniTiig cob- 
troISed asd ^iiittSed the natkc^ ponies lor its ovm parpoees, ban 
eoded br darrorine t£iem. Beth parties bare ackaovkdged its 
n|)f«iBaej and reenred theb* kadezs at it? band^ Tbe ■atntPiwn c e 
of tLe absolaie power i§ ae^kDOvkdzed bj bc«h CKdons. as tbe great 
end for which they lire and more anl bare their being. Tbcr Tie 
with each otLer in their prctestadoos of their readines to cnt^ oat 
the life of their own liberties, as well as that of thdr feUow-SlaTes at 
the Sooth, if their makers will bat tooeh with the Sceptre tbe Naftiooal 
OreTsecr they prefer. As matters dow stand, there is no party in die 
nation. Skrery has deronred them bodi, and now gorged, bat not 
stupefied, she lies coiled into herself with bead erect, ready to dart 
upon and destroy any insobordinate and impracticable Idea which may 
yet creep aboat onccnsomed. 

Always before, there was some make-believe, at least, of a diflferenoe 
of principles- From the Constitotion of the Federal Govenmient 
down to the Fall of Bokapabte there were real, substantial parties 
which divided on opinions involving the veiy existence and independ- 
ence of the Nation. One party believed that the other was plotting 
to reestabli^ monarehical and aristocratic institutions, from their strong 
leaning towards England; while the other held that their opponents 
were ready to sacrifice the honor and independence of America to the 
ambition of France, and that between fear of France and hatred of 
England they were content to make of America a new Venice or 
another Holland, a despised and dependant tributary, so that the 
aggrandisement of the one Power and the humiliation of the other 
might be promoted. When parties revived and re-arranged their 
elements, after the interregnum of Mr. Monboe's *' Era of Grood 
Feeling," they were dwarfed and dwindled from what they were in 
tbe days when there were Giants in the Land. They smacked of the 
Shop rather than of the Senate, of the Counter more than of the 
Cabinet. Great Ideas had given place to small ones, and all that men 
quarrelled about was as to how money was best to be made and safest 
to be kept. Perfectly proper topics for legislative discussion. But 
even General Jackson could not erect the United States Bank iuto 
such a Monster as Bonapartb used to be ; and Daniel Webster 
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himself could not makd the question of Tariff and Free Trade stir the 
souls of men as did the question whether we should have any Trade 
and any Independent Existence at all. 

But, still, they were points of difference which were appreciated, 
and, though small, were large enough for parties to hinge upon. And 
so it went on until the Anti-Slavery Movement excited the apprehen- 
sions of the sagacious Slaveholders, and they reached out their hands 
and laid hold upon Texas as a Zoar, into which they might fly from 
the consuming fire whicli they saw impending. This gave occasion to 
a brief struggle which something resembled the old conflicts of two 
score years before. But the danger was more remote. France, under 
her ** paged thing of sabre-sway," was not waiting her time to devour 
us last, after swallowing up all the princedoms of Europe. Trade, 
instead of being endangered, was to be promoted, and so the North 
succumbed, declaring by the mouth of her most authentic oracles that 
** it was too late ! " and that remonstrance " might be attended with 
bad results ! " So that passed away into the Domain of History, and 
the greater enormity of the Mexican piracy came sweeping by after it. 
There was another great question calling for the rallying of the Nation 
into two great parties. And it did have the effect of creating the 
nucleus of a Great Party yet to be developed. But CaHfomia offered 
her yellow sands to bribe the North to submission, the treachery of 
Webster gave up all the rest to Slavery, and the golden opportunity 
was lost forever. Now there seems another Era of Good Feeling ! 
All are of one mind as to those YiUanies, and both the recent candi- 
dates won their nominations on the Battle fields of Mexico ! 

But we think that this silence is rather ominous thm hopeful for the 
Ruling Power. It takes a Nation accustomed to unjust and wicked 
rulers a long time to shake off the yoke. The Eeactions of Europe 
and the Fate of France for the last Sixty years are full of instruction 
on this point. But the spirit which has annihilated the Dynasty of 
the Capets and shook every Continental throne to its foundation, 
though laid for a time, is not dead. ' It must revive again, for it came 
forth from the holiest recesses of the human heart, and it will yet 
return and do its perfect work. Europe must be regenerated, because 
the spirit that God breathed into man demands it and will extort it. 
And so it must be here. We have for years and years submitted to 
be bullied and tricked by a base and treacherous oligarchy into doing 
acts and conniving at practices which make the Heavens weep. The 
spirit of resistance to that Oligarchy has, been evoked. All the threats 
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and all the force that can be arrayed against it, can have no power to 
exorcise it. Its power is acknowledged in the very violence and 
uproar that its presence excites, and is witnessed unto by the very 
atrocities which have been committed to guard against it. Both the 
great parties have bowed down to Slavery in hopes that she would 
touch its favorite with the sceptre. Perhaps it may be shown that the 
North is a safer hope for Presidents that are to be than the South. 
And out of this confusion a better concord will arise. 

The lull which now broods over the land cannot prevail long. 
Under the surface which looks so stagnant and moveless^ mighty pas- 
sions lurk. All men are not made to be the tools or the victims of 
tyranny. There is always a remnant left whose Protest is mighty. 
There is but one form of Tyranny that has grown worse as it has 
grown older, which has learnt nothing and forgotten nothing, and that 
is Chattel Slavery. And the chosen home of that Tyranny is the 
American Eepublic — which not only endures it for others, but courts 
its chain and lash for herself ! It is not in Man's Nature, nor in 
God's Nature, that these things should endure forever. Victoria I. 
sits on the throne of Henry VIII., but how different is her rule ! 
And why? Because a minority has been ever at work moulding 
opinions and shaping institutions, until it has formed the most perfect 
system of Constitutional government that the world has yet seen. 
And the same force will continue to retrench its redundancies and 
remedy its defects. There is no reason why our institutions should 
not be made anew in that Republican Image the form of which they 
now disgrace. And it must and it will be done ; if not by this genei> 
ation, by a better yet to come. But we verily believe that Bome> be 
yet alive that will see the coming of that day. 

To hasten the coming of that day is the glorious privilege of the 
American Abolitionist. He is the true Conservative and the true 
Beformer. He would destroy nothing in politics or religion that is not 
perverted to the base uses of the tyranny that broods over the land. 
He would make Bapublicanism a Eeality, and restore Christianity 
from the Standard of Moses Stuabt and Orville Dewey to that of 
Jesus Chbist. He would erect a government which should protect, 
first, its weakest members, and regard the sanctity of Property as 
subordinate to that of Personal Eights. He would bring down fr(»n 
Heaven. upon the Earth a Polity such as Sages and Saints in all ages 
of the world have dreamed of, but died without the sight. A State in 
which All shall admit and be prepared to defend the Bights .of All, 
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inspired, by a conscientious sense of duty to God and Man, by all the 
highest motives and sanctions of human conduct. The chiefest enemy 
which opposes this Coming of the Kingdom- of Heaven on Earth, in 
this age and on this Continent, is Chattel Slavery. Therefore the 
Abolitionist girds himself first to encounter and destroy this Shape of 
Evil, being assured that its destruction is essential not only to the 
deliverance of its immediate victims and his own, but to the permanent 
progression of the Kace in every land and in all ages. 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President 
Edmund Quincy, Corresponding Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Account of Receipts into the Treasury of the Mass, Anti-Slavery 
Society, from January 1, 1852, to January 1, 1853. 

From proceeds of Mass. A. S. Bazaar, in Boston, of 1851-2, 
" " Ladies' A. S. Fair, in Worcester, 

" " Heading A. S. Society, - - - - 

** collections at Annual Meeting, in Boston, - - - 
" " N. E. A. S. Convention, - - - - 

** " Fourth of July celebration, at Abington, - 

«« Worcester Co. South A. S. Society, - - - - 
« collections at First of August celebration at Framingham, 

" Nantucket A. S. Society, 

« Weymouth Female A. S. Society, - - - - 
« collections by Agents, donations and pledges, during the 
year, as published in Libebatob, .... 

Total amount of Beceipts, .... 
Add balance in Treasury, January 1, 1852, 

Making a total of $6,618 64 



$1,738 34 


321 82 


13 64 


343 38 


459 04 


82 30 


8 85 


85 84 


8 70 


125 00 


2,891 66 


$6,078 57 


540 07 
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Account of Dishursements during the same period, namely : 



Paid Office Rent and Taxes, 21 Comhill, ... - 

" Francis Jackson, Treasurer Am. A. S. Society, - 
" Printing 600 copies Annual Report, - . - - 

" sundry bills for Printing, * - 

" Expenses of Annual Meeting, - - - - - 

" Reporting the Proceedings and Speeches at do. - 
" 600 copies of " Letter to Kossuth," per order of Board, - 
" Use of Town HaU, in Beverly, for Lecture, 
" Expenses of N. E. A. S. Convention, - - - - 
<* • " J. Barker's meeting, at Salem, 

" «* Fourth of July celebration, at Abington, 

" " First of August celebration, at Framingham, 

" 60 copies Liberator, for members of Congress, - - - 
" Samuel May, Jr., for services as General Agent, - 
" " «* " expenses of Agency during the year, 

« Robert F. Wallcut, for services in Office " " «* 
« Daniel Foster, for services and expenses as Agent, 
" Geo. W. Putnam, " ' " " «< . - 

" A. J. Grover, " " . " " - - 

«« J. J. Locke, " " " « - - 

" Lucy Stone, " " " " - - 

" D.S.Whitney, " " " « ., . 

«* Parker Pillsbury, «* " " " - - 

" Lewis Ford, " " " «« - . 

" W. H. Fish, «* " " «« - - 

" Chas. C. Burleigh, " " " « . . 

" S.S. and A. K.Foster," " ** « - . 

" Sallie HoUey, " " " " - - 

" Wm. L. Garrison, " " " «« - . 

«« C. L. Remond, « " " « . . 

** G. B. Stebbins, for services, 

" Austin Bearse, " 



$262 38 
2r300 00 

140 00 
17 00 

168 01 

30 00 
100 00 

3 00 

182 15 

7 33 

34 11 

33 41 

73 60 

749 99 

31 39. 
461 77 
442 96 
138 06 
198 46 
104 46 
163 78 

38 65 

247 70 

49 36 

« 39 60 

43 68 

113 28 

86 13 

43 00 

16 38 

3 00 

3 80 



Total amount of Disbursements, ... $6,296 02 

Balance remaining in Treasury, January 1, 1863, 323 62 



(E. E.) 
Bhookline, January 3, 1863. 



$6,618 64 
S. PHILBRICK, 

• Treas, Mass, A. S, Society, 



Boston, January 20, 1863. 
I hereby certify, that I have examined this account of the Treasurer, and 
find it correct, and properly vouched. 

EDMUND JACKSON, Auditor, 
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TWENTY-PIEST ANNUAL MEETING OB" THfi MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Th.e Twenty-first Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavbrt 
Society was held in Boston, at the Melodeon, on Wednesday, January 26, 
1853, and, by adjournment, on the Thursday and Friday following. 

At 11 o'clock, on Wednesday morning, the Society was called to order by 
Francis Jackson, the President. 

Votedt To proceed to the usual organization of the Annual Meeting. 

Voted, That Samuel May, Jr., of Boston, Joshua Pebby, of Hanson, and 
Mrs. Dora M. Taft, of Framingham, be a Committee to nominate to this 
meeting the usuaL Committees on Business, on Finance, and on the Officers 
of the Society for the year ensuing, and also Assistant Secretaries of the 
Annual Meeting. 

This Committee subsequently reported as follows : — 

Business Committee — William Lloyt> Ga&rison, Wendell Phillips, 
Pabkeb Pillsbuhy, Abby Kelly Foster, Sallib Holley, Daniel Fos- 
tee, Andbew T. Fobs. 

Finance Committee — James N. Bupfum, of Lynn ; Lewis Fobd, of Ab- 
ington ; Joshua T. Evebett, of Princeton ; ElbbIdge Spbague, of Abing- 
ton ; and William C. Nell, of Boston. 

Assistant Secretaries — Samuel May, Jr., of Boston, and Joseph J. Locke, 
of Haverhill. 

This report was accepted, and the indiyiduals named were accordingly 
elected ; and the Committee had leave to report, at a ftiture meeting, a Com- 
mittee on the Officers of the Society for the ensuing year. 
. The President then stated that opportunity would now be had for prayer, 
either silent or audible. Prayer was offered by John Band, of Milton. 

Samuel Philbbick, Treasurer, presented his Annual Beport, which had 
been duly examined by the Auditor, Edmund Jackson, and certified to be 
correct. The report showed the entire receipts of 1852, to be $6,618.64. 
Expenditures, $6,295.02. Balance in the Treasury, Jan. 1, 1853, $323.62. 
11 
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The TreasTxrer^i Report was unanimooflly accepted, and ordered to be 
publisbed with the AT^T^nal Beport and Proceedings. 

Edscuxd Quixct, on behalf of the Board of Managers, then presented 
their Animal Beport ; the reading of a connderable part of which occupied 
the remainder of the morning session. 



WEDNESDAY — Afternoon Session. 

The President in the Chair. 

The following letter from Bev. Samtel Johkson, of Salem, (now tempo- 
rarily at Brooklyn, N. T.,) to the Committee of Arrangements, was read by 
the Secretary : — 

Bbookltn, N. Y., Jan. 22, 1853. 
Bev. S. May, Jr. 

My Dear Sir — Obliged to be out of the neighborhood of Boston, I sliall 
be unable to attend the meetings of the Anti-Slavery Society during the 
coming week ; but it would be doing great injustice to myseli^ to fail of re- 
sponding most cordially to the invitation extended me by the Managers, to 
be with you on that occasion. I need not say that the Convention will have 
my thorough sympathy, and that if any word or act in my power can help 
to swdl their blast of judgment against tyranny and time-serving, it shall 
not be wanting. I hold the radical protest to be the only right and sufficient 
one — the only protest which is just alike to the present and the future. 
What seems to the hardened ears and blinded eyes of this infatuated nation 
the very frenzy of fanaticism, is the afflatus of a prophecy beyond the 
chances of mistake ; and the Abolitionists, above all others, are the men 
and women who can afford to suffer and to wait* 

*< Weak and failing as I may be," said Mabtin Lutheb, << small as may be 
the sound I can make this world hear, my voice rings in the ears of the 
angels, who shall take up the strain after us, and repeat the solemn call." 
One we know, who, standing less than Luther in the streftgth of human 
aid, — when he lifted to his lips the warning trumpet of this reform, could 
' plainly affirm that he " meant to be heard, and that posterity, at least, would 
say that he was right." Upon the predictions of senates and parties, the 
surprises of laws unallowed for and contemned are sprung of a sudden, 
and they fedl discomfited and dead. The Individual it is, standing alone 
and free, who speaks wit^ that authority which the future is bound to 
approve. 

Fast and firm in these latter times stands the tribunal of Individual Man- 
hood, of private inspiration. It annuls the unrighteous judgments ; and its 
decisions -can no more be permitted to fall unheard through the noise of the 
multitude,' than its presence can be sneered off to the ** third heavens " from 
this earth which is the Lord's. This fortress in the conscience will pile its 
strong towers steadily upwards, even out of the public calamities that seem 
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impending. The more desperate the condition of our national affairs, and 
the more hollow the watchman's cry of our apostate churches through the 
night, the more surely must that word be working, whose present purpose 
is not to form States and churches, but to draw us, one by one, out of the 
hopeless coil of the organizations, and make us living and true* Whatever 
must perish in the process, this is the ultimate gain which aU loss must go 
to swell. The nation that undertakes to put the righteous under foot, and 
lift up the base and profligate to stand for heroes and saints, must go to de- 
struction, as of old ; for the spring winds and flowers of a fresh opportunity 
must stir above its. desolation. But when, on the high road to this consum- 
mation, like Atheist in the allegory, it strides across the straight way of the 
conscience, then is it that we come to our senses, and learn, — what it is 
infinitely better for States and churches to teach by their downfall than hide 
by their strength, — that" man is greater than the Temple or the Law. It 
will take more than a Kossuth to convince us, in the face of these solemn les- 
sons' of history, that to be a patriot merely, is the holiest or the wisest of aims. ' 
And, it may be added, it will take more intellect than a thousand Webstebs 
can bring to the argument, to prove one single interest humanity can 'have in 
our bowing our free shoulders- to uphold the ark of a National Union — 
which is not lightened by the uplifted wings of cherubim, but would bear 
us down upon our faces imder the dead weight of the heathen's calves of 
gold. 

The strength of the Anti-Slavery Movement, — its identity with the pur- 
poses of aU. science, all philosophy, aU art, all worship, — Ues in this — that 
its protest is in the name of the individual, his rights, his duties, his inspi- 
ration. These celestial forms of human thought and labor can only be 
initiated by a race of men and women who have learned that the liberty of 
masses and majorities is spurious, and that a legitimate community can be 
made out of those only who know how to stand for truth against the world. 

It is thus that the advent of the better day is invested with a pathos 
which solemnizes our thoughts and deeds. The sorrow of the Slave imseals 
our eyes. That knowledge of the might of conscience which the eloquence 
of pulpit, bar, and forum was too listless and too faithless to inspire, starts 
into life at this*dumb pleading of agony and despair. The Dragon's teeth are 
sown in the tra^k of the hunted fugitive, and they wiU yet make our soil alive 
with men and women, mailed xd. the panoply of God. 
Yours for the Slave, 

SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

This letter was listened to with deep interest, and on motion of S. Mat, 
Jr., seconded by E. Quincy, it was 

Voted, That it be printed with the proceedings. 

Edmund Quinoy said that the letter just read explained the whole phi- 
losophy, unfolded the entire mystery of the Anti-Slavery Movement. It 
shows why we have met here year after year, for twenty years, and continue 
to meet, — why we have expended, as seems to many finiitlessly, so much 
valuable time, hazarded social position, and suflered perhaps in regard to 
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worldly prosperity and success, as these are usually regarded. It is because 
we felt that the Slave is a man, entitled before Qod to all the rights and 
privileges of a human being ; and that any and all institutions based upon 
his enslavement are ui^ust, firaudulent, never to be tolerated, never to be 
allowed to rest in peace. And never was the Anti-Slavery cause more 
active and influential than now. Its hand has been manifest in every part 
of the national history for the past fifteen years. It was dread of its 
progress which led the Slaveholders into Texas annexation, and into war 
with Mexico for new territory, and to do all those other atrocious things, for 
its own enlargement and strengthening, which have stamped it before aU the 
world as the villainy which it is ; and which shall yet sink it in the infamy 
and ruin it deserves. The birth and growth of the Free Soil party are to be 
traced to the Anti-Slavery agitation, and it is only through the moral agita- 
tion thus kept up, that that party can hope to continue to increase. Twenty 
years ago, who thought of q^uestioning the Christianity of the American 
church ? Now, we find everywhere a body of men and women who have 
left these churches, and left them for their sins and their falseness to Grod 
and man. Did we make the Dbweys and Shabps, the Ba&betts, the Coxes, 
the SrBNCEBS, the Loads, the Spbinos ? No, verily. But we brought about 
a state of things which made their development and exposure inevitable, 
and compelled them to bring to the light the evil which was in them. And 
is this a worse state of things than existed before, when Slavery was safo 
and strong, and all parties. State and Church, quietly acquiesced in all its 
claims .** No, Sir. When men bestir themselves, wage war, and strive to 
strengthen their position, it shows that they feel they are weak and in 
danger. 

The discussion of the afternoon was continued by Stephbn S. Fosteh, 
Axes Wat&ous, of Connecticut, Abbt Kelly Fostba, Mrs. Redlon, Mr. 
TiTCOMB, and Mr. Fo&d. 

Chaslbs L. Bemond, of Salem, said the colored people are in a position 
to form a pretty just and definite opinion as to the progress of the cause. 
He thought their complexion gave them a fair and true criterion of the public 
sentiment. And, said he, I may speak for the colored people of New Eng- 
land, at least, when I say, We feel encouraged. We were encouraged by the 
Jbb&t rescue, at Syracuse ; by the death of Slaveholders at Christiana ; and 
we are encouraged by the deaths of Calhoun, Clat, and Websteb, that 
trio of defenders of Slavery. All these things are helping forward the tri- 
umph of fireedom. 



WEDNESDAY— Evening Session. 

The Chair was taken by AkdkeW Bobeson, of New Bedford, one of the 
Vice Presidents. 
The Business Committee reported the following resolution : — 

1. Eesolved, That whoever maintains the rightfulness of Slaveholding is a 
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self-conyicted hypocrite ; for the law of liberty, which God has stamped 
upon his soul, renders insupportable the thought of his own enslavement, 
and thereby convicts him of the foulest injustice in consenting to a similar 
debasement of any of the human race. 

C. L. S.EM0ND, in a brief speech, supported the resolution. He thought 
it should not require many words to demonstrate its truthfulness to the 
American people, because it was a self-evident proposition ; but he hoped 
the audience woidd vote for it, and exemplify their belief in it by their con- 
duct frdm time to time. Many, no doubt, would be slow to admit its truth- 
fulness ; but he thought it strange that there should be one man in the 
country to dispute it, when the evidences of its truth were so abundant and 
overwhelming. He expressed his conviction that one of the strongest rea- 
sons for the growth of American Slavery to its present magnitude would be 
found in the theoretical education of the people on this subject ; they were 
taught to believe that there was no inconsistency between thie professions 
and practice of this guilty nation. In illustration of this point, Mr. Rbmond 
related the anecdote of the young American who was boasting in public, 
that in his country a man could " say what he pleased, write what he 
pleased, and do what he pleased," when he was interrupted by a Frenchman 
standing by, who quietly observed that that was probably true, provided he 
happened to be of a certain complexion. There had been times when he was 
ready to despair for his brethren in this land, believing that they were cow- 
ards, inasmuch as they did not engage in a struggle for their rights and 
liberty, preferring to die rather than live longer in this country, surroimd- 
ed by all the evils and persecutions which beset them. But this time 
had gone by, and he looked more hopefully towards the future, believing 
that the American people wouy yet see the inconsistency and hypocrisy of 
their position, and do tardy justice to the Slave. 

Pabkeb Pillsburt, from the Business Committee, reported the following 
resolutions : — 

2. Resolved, That the Anti- Slavery enterprise is more than a crusade, 
moral or political, against Slavery-extension, by purchase of territory, or by 
seizing it in wars of conquest ; — it is more than a vindication of the right 
of speech, of the press, or of locomotion ; — it is more than a controversy 
about the constitutionality of Fugitive Slave Laws, or the writ of habeas 
corpus, or the right of jury trial for fugitive Slaves ; -^ it is an open, direct, 
exterminating, and everlasting warfare against the doctrine, that man ever, 
under any possible or conceivable circumstances, can be made the goods and 
chattels of his fellow-man. 

3. Resolved, That, however much we may rejoice in the change of public 
sentiment as it appears in the refusal on the part of the people to execute 
the Fugitive Slave Law in so many places in the North, or to visit its penal- 
ties on those who resist it, even though they take the life of the kidnapper, 
and as also appears in the refusal to nominate for the Presidency those who 
had been most active in securing its passage, and as further appears in the 
occasional triumphs of the Free Soil party, still we must never forget that 
all these are but the results of our faithSpul and inflexible adherence to our 
original and fundamental principles, and that it is only by continuing thus 
faithful that we can hope to witness stiU greater results, and the final eman- 
cipation of every Slave. 
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Mr. PiLLSBTTKT Buppozted the resolutioxis in an earnest and poweEfol 
speech, showing that the argument of Mr. SuiorES was based upon a feOse 
and rotten foundation, and that to go back to the principles of the fathers 
was but to return to the starting point from which all the evils of our present 
position had naturally and ineritably resulted. He said Slavery was a 
spontaneous production in this country, and existed because it could not 
help existing in the pres^it state of society. He thought the Free Soil 
party had lost in principle as it had gained in numbers. In his opinion, 
Websteb's fall was not so deplorable as that of Charlrs Sumkek. One fell 
like an old oak that had brared the tempest for a thousand years, and shook 
the earth by its fall ; the other, like a vigorous and thrifty tree, shivered by a 
single stroke of lightning. Chables Sumnea at home, and in Faneuil HaU^ 
as a private gentleman, was one thing — as a United States Senator, another. 
The effect of Webstek's Seventh of March speech was not so injurious as 
that of SuxNE&'s first and last speech in the Senate, and had less effect in 
fastening the chains of the Slaves. The former served to shock the public 
mind, and to create a wide-spread agitation favorable to the Anti-Slavery 
movement ; but the latter had operated like an opiate, though equally un- 
sound in principle. 

Chables SuM2i£B had eulogized Washington as an illustrious example, 
touching the question of Slavery. But Washington was the signer of the 
Fugitive Slave Law of 1793, (which did not differ essentially from that of 
1850,) and the first to hunt a fugitive under it — though, for very shame, he 
was unwilling to create a riot in recovering his runaway " property ; " for, 
like the Scribes and Pharisees of old, concerning the airest of Jesus, he 
" feared the people." Besides, he was a Slaveholder all his life long, and 
provided for the emancipation of his Slaves only after the death of his widow, 
having no children to bequeath them to for ko. inheritance. Now have the 
Free Soil party no better business than electing men to find apologies for 
kidnapping ? Why, they can hire ministers for a quarter of the expense. 
We have a hundred here in Boston, who will volunteer for the service. 
SuMNEB speaks of Washington as being in heaven, and yet he was a Slave- 
holder and Slavehunter. The speaker thought the pirate on the high seas 
might as well go to heaven as he, if he only quits his' plundering when he 
can follow it no longer. 

A gentleman whose name was not announced, said he thought the declara- 
tion of Mr. PiLLSBUBY, in regard to Boston clergymen, was unjust, and some 
of them could not be bought sd cheaply as represented. 

Mr. PiLLSBUBY said he believed that one preacher, Theodobe Pabkeb, 
had never apologized for kidnappers, but he had done almost as bad, he 
had apologized for Mr. Stjmneb. [Laughter.] 

The President reminded the audience that the Anti-Slavery platform is 
alike free to the friends and opponents of the cause. 

S. S. Fosteb urged Free Sellers present, or any of the political supporters 
of Hon. Chables Sumneb, to come forward, and let us sec how this subject 
appears to the mind of a Free Soiler. 

C. L. Kemond hoped that no special invitation to speak would be given to 
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any one present. He beliered that, at this day, everybody knew that our 
platform was free, and that any candid and well-behaved person woidd be 
welcomed to it. 

P. PiLLSBUBY again rose to say that, in making his remarks upon Senator 
Sumner, it was no part of his intention to draw Free Soilers into a discus- 
sion, though he should be well pleased if that effect were produced. But in 
his progress through different parts of New England, the past three months, 
he had witnessed a great decline of Anti- Slavery interest, even among the 
Anti-Slavery people ; and he knew not to what cause to ascribe it, if not to 
the in£uence of Mr. Sumner's speech, and others like it, and to the quiet 
acquiescence of the Free Soil men in the over-cautious policy of their 
leaders. 

S. S. Foster commented on the course of some of the Free Soil politicians. 
How few of them have done as Joshua R. Giddings has done, who has gone 
over his district, from town to town, the moment he was released from Con- 
gress, and spread the whole subject before the people. Not so with StMNSR, 
Mann, and others. Charles Allen was sent to Congress from Worcester 
Coimty by a great lAajority. He did but little there, and the people's in- 
terest cooled, and at the next term, he failed of a re-election. And it was 
not until he had come forward ^d publicly withstood Daniel Webster's 
Pro-Slavery course, that the public interest revived, and elected him for a 
second term. 

Lysandeb Spoonbr defended Mr. Allen of Worcester from Mr. Foster's 
remarks, and ascribed his long silence at Washington, to iU health. 
' Mr. Foster replied that he had not spoken of the reasons for Mr. A.'8 
silence-^ but only of the fact. So, he said Horace Mann might have been 
elected Governor of the State, if he had conferred more freely with the 
people. 

A stranger inqtiired if S. S. Foster had lifted a finger to help Mr. Mann 
to be Governor ? 

Mr. Foster said he could reply most triumphantly to the gentleman's 
question; and he could say, that he had done ten times more to help 
Mr. Mann's election, than the gentleman making the inquiry had done, pro- 
vided he is a member of the Free Soil party. Is it not a fact, inquired Mr. 
F., that where the imcompromising Anti-Slavery lecturers have worked 
most thoroughly, there the Free Soil party has reaped its richest harvest ? 
Every one knows it is so. 

THURSDAY — Morning Session. 

Met according to adjournment, at the Melodeon ; FiiANCis Jackson in the 
Chair. 

The resolutions before the Society were read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Garrison, from the Business Committee, reported the following reso- 
lutions : — 

4. Resolved, That the declaration, *< Slavery is sectional and Freedom na- 
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tional," i« — first, in direct opposition to the historical and actual fiicts of the 
case ; and, secondly, a distinction equally absurd and impracticable. 

5. Resolved, That with three niiUion» and a half of Slaves crouching be- 
neath the American flag, to whom no protection is given either by the laws 
of the land or by local statute ; who can make no appeal to the United 
States Constitution for any right or privilege whatsoever, but are doomed by 
its guaranties to be reckoned as three-fifths of human beings to augment the 
political power jof their tyrannical owners, — to be hunted as mid beasts 
through all the land if they shall seek to regain their freedom by flight, — 
and to be massacred whenever they shall attempt to break their chains by 
revolt ; whose nimibers may be increased indefinitely, subject to no limita- 
tion by Congress, . and whose posterity is fated to run the same horrible 
career of chattel servitude ; — to talk of Slavery as sectional and Freedom as 
national, is to outrage common sense, and to give an opiate to the con- 
sciences of a people ** laden with iniquity." 

6. Resolved, That with more than one half of our national territory ctdti- 
vated by Slave labor ; with fifteen States of the Union directly interested in 
the breeding, buying, selling, and working of Slaves ; with the right conceded 
to any and every one of the States, at its own sovereign pleasure, to intro- 
duce and perpetuate Slavery within its own limits ; with nine Slaveholding 
States already added to the original number ; with the Slave Power exercis- 
ing absolute sway over the manners and morals, the religion and politics of 
the country ; to affirm that Slavery is sectional and Freedom national is a 
terrible satire upon the very name of republicanism. 

7. Resolved, That the exact and sober truth is, that Slavery is national, 
and Freedom nowhere ; that no man in this country can exercise Freedom 
of speech and of the press, irrespective of geographical distinctions, any more 
than in Austria or Hussia ; that we are all living under a bloody and exter- 
minating despotism ; that we have no common country for freemen, but only 
for those who forge the chain and wield the lash ; and that as great a revo- 
lution is needed here, to secure individual liberty, as in tyrant-ridden 
Europe. 

8. Resolved, That as there are no elements in the universe more antago- 
nistical to each other than Liberty and Slavery, it is as plain a proposition 
as can be submitted to the himian understanding, that either Liberty or 
Slavery must rule the land ; that they cannot co-exist on the same soil, 
among the same people, and under the same government ; that Freemen and 
Slaveholders cannot legislate together, nor enter into ** solemn league and 
covenant " with each other ; therefore, 

9. Resolved, That the American Union, authorizing as it does the traffic in 
human flesh to an enormous extent, and making the Slave system its pecu- 
liar, distinctive, and all-controlling institution, is an experiment of madmen 
to make fire and gimpowder coalesce — is simply a deceptive term lor THE 
SLAVE POWER, everywhere making justice, humanity, religion, subser- 
vient to its fiendish designs — and, consequently, is not to be honored or 
preserved, but is to be execrated and assailed, in the name of the great God, 
of Christ the redeemer, and of Man the suflerer» until not one stone of it is 
left upon another, and until upon its ruins is erected a glorious temple of 
freedom for all, without regard to complexion, clime, or race. 

10. Resolved, That while, on the ground of principle, we are compelled to 
take the position of Disimionists, we at the same time claim to be the true 
and only consistent friends of law and order, of government and union, in 
the absolute signification of those terms ; and maintain that they are the 
disorganizers and anarchists of the day, who are for perpetuating their ** cov- 
enant with death and their agreement with hell," miscalled the American 
Union : — the heaven- wide and everlasting distinction between them and 
oiirselves being this — that while they are for preserving a government 
which outlaws 'and enslaves every sixth person imder it, and nourishes a 
system which admits of no arraignment or examination, except under the 
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penalties of Lynch law, we are {(nr a goyemment which, shall render the 
monstrous crime of Slayeholding an impossible act, and enable every man 
to sit under his own vine and fig-tree, with none to molest or make afraid. 

P. PiLLSBURY spoke in support of these resolutions. In the course of his 
remarks, he related several cases, with which he had become acquainted 
during the past eight or ten months, in Ohio, Michigan, and New England, 
of men of all parties — Whigs and Democrats as well as others — who ab- 
horred the Fugitive Slave Law, and refused all solicitations and even bribes 
to give it their active support. 

Samuel May, Jr., introduced the following : — 

Resolved, That the Mends of the Anti-Slavery cause here present be, and 
they hereby are, requested to contribute each the sum of one doUar (or such 
other sum as they may feel able) towards the expenses of this Annual Meet- 
ing, and the further aid of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Garrison read, from recent Southern Journals, incidents in Slave- 
holding life, illustrating the outrages suffered by the victims of Slavery. He 
also referred to the late Anti-Slavery Meeting, in Belfast, Lreland, and read 
a portion of an address to Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, written by Rev. 
Dr. Edgar, and adopted by said meeting. 

Mr. Garrison, from the Business Committee, reported the following reso- 
lutions : — 

11. Resolved, That ever since Slavery has been in our guilty land, its 
heart-broken and fettered victims have been making their mute appeals to 
the American Church for succor and deliverance ; but, instead of coming up 
to their rescue in the name of the Lord God and his anointed Son, it has 
perseveringly and impiously consented to their enslavement, entered into the 
purchase and ownership of their bodies and souls, and boldly justified this 
high-handed villainy from the Scriptures, as divinely authorised. 

12. Resolved, That for more than a score of years, the American Church 
has scornfully and maliciously resisted all the admonitions, and warnings, 
and appeals of the friends and advocates of the enslaved ; closed its doors 
against them, while opening them to the apologists and defenders of Slavery 
as a Bible institution ; and actively exerted all her power to crush all sym- 
pathy for ** those who are drawn unto death and ready to be slain ; " there- 
fore, 

13. Resolved, That, thoroughly stepped in blood and pollution as that 
Church is, it becomes us to turn from it with loathing and abhorrence — to 
waste no time in attempts to bring it to repentance -^ but to call upon all the 
friends of God and man, irrespective of religious professions, to rally for the 
utter and eternal overthrow of American Slavery. 

Rev. Andrew T. Foss, of Manchester, N. H., gave his hearty support to 
the resolutions just read. He recounted his experience as a Baptist minister 
for twenty years past, and his endeavors to induce the various Baptist bodies 
to take an Anti-Slavery position. He said that the hope he had long enter- 
tained, that the churches would take up and carry on the Anti-Slavery 
work, had now entirely died within him, and was gone forever ! He made 
a very thrilling speech. 
12 
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Mr. TiTCOMB, of Boston, thought the want of success in reforming the 
church was caused by not letting women speak and enjoy equal privileges. 

Mr. Foss thought there wotdd be more prospect of reforming the church, 
if women had more voice in its government. 

John C. Clueb, (of Scotland,) alluded to the Pro-Slavery cry in this 
country against aU those persons in Great Britain and Ireland, who speak 
for the American Slave. He (Mr. C.) cotdd testify, that the persons in Eng- 
land, &c., who espouse the Anti-Slavery cause, are the very ones who are 
both speaking and acting effectually for the poor, ignorant, and oppressed 
classes at home. And every Pro-Slavery press in England, and all those 
who excuse and defend the American Slave system, are Tory in their politics 
and nature, and engaged in keeping down the industrial classes of every de- 
scription at home. [Hear, hear.] 

See, too, said Mr. C, how the Pro-Slavery men of Boston are bowing and 
cringing to Thomas F. Meaohbb ! The very men who seized Thomas Sims 
and sent him into Geoigia Slavery, now join to feast and compliment the 
patriot Meagheb, and tell of their love of liberty, and their sympathy with 
oppressed and struggling Ireland. But let T. F. Meagheb come into this 
meeting, and make one Anti-Slavery speech, and he has had the last reception, 
and the last compliments, that he will ever receive from these men. Mr. C. 
said he cotdd testify, with regard to Dr. Edgah of Belfast, and others whom. 
Mr. Gabbison had quoted, that they are and have been long the open and 
prominent friends of every effort to elevate and benefit the needy and suffer- 
ing aroimd them. His remarks were very pertinent, and ably vindicated 
the spirit of philanthropy and reform on both sides of the Atlantic. 



THURSDAY — Afternoon Session. 

F. Jackson, President, in the Chair. 

The three resolutions relating to the Church were read. 

Elder Hqulm Hutchins, of Charlestown, of the Baptist denomination, said 
he put himself in the place of a Slave, who felt his degradation and wrongs, 
who should go to the Church's door and pray for their sympathy and help, 
and be sent empty away. In such a case, said Mr. H., I should say, as I 
must say, they are not of Christ ; this would be a matter of consciousness, 
which their very position wotdd demonstrate to me. Now this is the very 
position of the great majority of the American churches. He next spoke of 
the various Bible, Tract, and Missionary Societies, and said they all forget, 
neglect, and help to oppress, the Slave ; they ignore the great foundation 
principle oi human brotherhood, and, being without that great and vital prin- 
ciple of genuine religion, how can they be the representatives of God, as 
they pretend and claim to be ? 

W. L. Gabbison asked, Who are meant by the American Church ? We 
have no one body organized and known as such. We mean those numerous 
sects — some of them large and powerful — styled Presbyterian, Baptist, 
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Methodist, Congregational, Episcopalian, &c., &c. The editor of the (Meth- 
odist) Christian Advocate, Rev. Dr. Bond, when giving an account of the 
Methodist Conference in Boston last May, — that very conference which 
went in a body to Fanueil Hall, to be addressed and complimented by that 
great, bad man, Daniel Webster ! — said that the harmony of the Confer- 
ence was only once disturbed, (alluding to the introduction of the question 
of Slavery,) and then the good sense and Christian forbearance of the 
brethren immediately arrested the unprofitable discussion (!) and restored 
good feeling. This he said to please and quiet the South. 

A Bible distributor asked a group of colored men in New Orleans if 
they did not want a Bible ? These men were Slaves — property. Their 
proprietor saw the act, and caused the Bible-agent to be arrested and brought 
to trial. Before the Court it was declared, by those who employed the 
agent, that it was a mistake, and never intended on their part. The agent 
was released, but only upon assurance being given that the same should not 
occur again. 

In connection with this fact, Mr. Gabbison commented on the case of the 
Madiai family, imprisoned in Florence for having a Protestant Bible in their 
possession; and particularly the outcry raised in New York, and other 
parts of tins country, against the Papal government for its persecution of 
this family, and the demand made upon our Government to interfere for 
their relief. He contrasted the excitement in this case, — the indignation of 
the Rev. Dr. Bethune, Dr. Cox, and others, — with the perfect indifference 
with which the New Orleans Bible case was received everywhere. What- 
ever the Pope may be doing in Italy, it is certain that the Church in this 
country is refusing the Bible to more than three million Slaves in it, — to a 
sixth part of its population, and taking from them the ability to read it, if 
they had it. 

It is against such a church, — the church which does these things, — that 
we array ouselves. Call it by what name you please, it is an oppressive, 
cruel, and hypocritical church, which is the foe of God and man, and which 
must inevitably be overthrown. 

Rev. A. T. Foss said that, some years since, when the American Bible 
Society voted to place the Bible, within five years, in every family in the 
land, the American and Foreign Bible Society, (Baptist,) not tf> be behind in 
so good a work, voted to do its part to the same end. Rev. Abel Bbown, 
in that meeting, inquired whether the Slaves at the South were contem- 
plated in this arrangement. The moment the inquiry was made, shouts of 
" Order ! order ! order ! " came from every part of the house. Rev. Dr. Cone, 
the presiding officer, rose greatly excited, and in a loud voice said, « Sit 
down, Mr. Bbown ! you are out of order ! " The meeting before was greatly 
moved, — much sobbing and crying ; but every tear was dried when Mr. 
Bbown asked his impertinent and troublesome (?) question, and great indig- 
nation was expressed in every direction. 

Mr. Innis, of Salem, introduced a man to the meeting, who represented 
himself as a fugitive Slave, and desired to obtain money for the purchase of 
his children. 
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Mrs. FosTEB protested against taking the money <^ the Abolitionists to 
buy Slaves ; they have a higher work to do, in which few will aid them. 
The Anti-Slavery Agitation has created a very extensive outside feeling, 
which is occasionally disposed to contribute to the purchase of individuals, 
though it will do nothing against the Slave system. If the friend just re- 
ferred to will come to Worcester, — or if that other friend of whom Mr. 
Oabrison told us this morning, who has a wife and three children in Ala- 
bama, will come, — I will put him in a way to get one hundred dollars, I 
doubt not, from persons in that city, who do little or nothiog to sustain the 
Antl-Slsvery agitation. 

Paskek Pillsbxtby protested against bringing the Slave trade, foreign or 
domestic, into this meeting. 

Adjourned. 

THURSDAY — EvBNiNa Session. 

Jambs N. Bupfum, one of the Yice Presidents, called to order. 
Wendell Phillips came forward, and was received with loud cheering. 
He presented, from the Business Committee, the following resolutions : — 

14. Beaolveclf That the object of this Society is now, as it has always been, 
to convince our countrymen, by arguments addressed to their hearts and 
consciences, that Slaveholding is a heinous crime, and that the duty, safety, 
and interest of all concerned, demand its immediate abolition, without expa- 
triation. 

15. JReaolvedt That since ** the evil that men do lives after them," and be- 
cause dread of the verdict that history will record against them is one of the 
strongest holds we have on unscrupulous leaders, it is the imperative duty 
of all good men to put aside the fear of man and all false delicacy, and utter 
frankly their deliberate and grave disapprobation, even ov^ the graves of 
those who have misused high station, and prostituted great talents to the 
injury of mankind ; that this is a duty which men in the position of the 
ADolitionists most especially owe to historic truth, to justice, to humanity, 
and the Slave ; and tiieir well known fidelity to it is one source of the power 
they wield, as well as of the odium which they incur. 

16. Eesolved, That in the death of Webster, Clay, and Calhoun, we haU 
the removal of three great obstacles to freedom of thought and the Anti- 
Slavery cause ; and men being no longer chilled by the shadow of their 
balefal names, we may reasonably hope for humane counsels in the n€ition, 
and a more patient hearing, at least, for better men. 

17. Besolved, That, in our opinion, their constant and systematic sacrifice, 
life-long and on all occasions, of justice and humanity, the plainest principles 
of law, the most vital provisions of our National Constitution, and the wel- 
fare of three millions of human beings, to their own selfish ambition and the 
demands of the Slave Power ; their scofBi at the sacredness of individual con- 
science and God's Law — their sneers or bitter opposition at every effort to 
rouse this nation to mercy and justice — made their influence and lives a 
curse to the country, and marked them the foes not only of the Slave, but of 
this experiment of self-government, and &i republican liberty and human 
progress the world over* 

18. Eesolvedf That we do not look upon Mr. Webster's speech on the 
seventh of March, 1850, as the fall of a man before that loved and trusted ; 
but, on the contrary, we know no hour of his life when the Abolitionists 
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placed the least confidence in him, and no Anti-Slayery word he ever uttered, 
which we did not feel, at the time, to be mere empty rhetoric, or a clnmsy 
attempt to make gain out of the generous impulses of better men than 
himscOif. 

Mr. Phillits i^ke during the remainder of the evening session, princi- 
pally to the fourteenth resolution. [This speech was phonographicaUy 
reported, and is given in the Appendix.] 



FKIDAT — Morning Session. 

Met again in the Melodeon, F&ancis Jackson in the Chair. 

Samuel May, Jr., from the Committee on the Organization of the Annual 
Meeting, reported the following as a committee to nominate officers of the 
Society for the ensuing year, and they were elected as such : — 

Edmund Quinct, of Bedham ; Stephen S. Fosteb, of Worcester ; Wm. 
AsHBT, of Newbiiryport ; Joshua PEaBT, of Hanson ; Ezekiel Thatcheb, 
of Barnstable ; William WHimca, of Concord ; Eliza J. Kenny, of Salem ; 
Paulina J. Gbbry, of Stoneham ; E. D. Dbapeb, of MUford ; Stillman 
Smith, of Norton. 

Mr. Oakrison, firom the Business Committee, reported the following reso- 
lutions : — 

19. Resolved, That in behalf of the miUions enslaved on our soU, this 
Society gratefully acknowledges the aid rendered to their cause by their 
transatlantic Mends, in public meetings assembled, in Bristol, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Dundee, Bcl&st, and many other places — and by various ad- 
dresses from, large bodies of philanthropic men and women in the old world, 
appealing to all Christians in the United States, in the name of a common 
Clmstianity, to wash their hands of all participation in the awful crime of 
Slaveholding. 

20. Resolved, That as an auxiliary of the American Anti- Slavery Society, 
this Society gratefully proflfers its heartfelt acknowledgements to those phi- 
lanthropic Mends of the Slave in England, Scotland, and Ireland, whose 
beautiful and mimificent contributions to tiie late National Anti- Slavery 
Bazaar in Boston added so much to its value, elegance, and productiveness — 
as well as to all those in this country, who co-operated in the same benefi- 
cent work for the same glorious end. 

21. Resolved, That we hail the appearance of a new periodical in England, 
entitled ♦♦ The Anti- Slavery Advocate *' — designed as it is to disseminate ac- 
curate intelligence of the workings of the Slave system in America, and to 
lay before the people of that country correct reports of the aims, purposes, 
and labors of the American Anti- Slavery Society ; especially in view of the 
shameful fact that, for the last twelve years, the very existence of that So- 
ciety has been ignored in the British and Foreign Anti- Slavery Reporter, or, if 
ever alluded to, then only for the purpose of giving it a deadly sectarian 
stab, as unworthy of the confidence and support of a religious people ! 

22. Resolved, That our acknowledgments and warmest thanks are due to 
the Bristol and CUfton Ladies* Anti- Slavery Society for the thorough and mas- 
terly exposure, made in their recent Heport, of the narrow policy and secta- 
rian spirit of the British and Foreign Anti-^very Society, as exhibited in the 
almost total suppression, in their publications, of all information relating to 
the American Anti-Slavery Society and its operations, — in constant but 
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secret aspersions of the members and friends of that Society, at home and 
abroad ; — and in underhanded efforts to disparage and injure, in the esti- 
mate of the British public, even those fugitive Slaves whom necessity and 
danger have driven to British soil, and who have there dared to express 
their gratitude and Mendship to any of those men and women, connected 
with the American A. S. Society, who have protected them, and aided them 
in their perilous flight. 

These resolutions were advocated by James Low, of England. 

Chables C. Bubleigh showed that, imder our present Constitution and 
form of government, we are inextricably linked to the support of Slavery. 
Mr. Bubleioh's argimient was very close and able. [It is hoped that he 
will write it out for publication.] 

The following resolutions were reported from the Business Committee, by 
Mr. Gabbison : — 

23. Resolvedf That, in regard to the Colonization enterprise, we make no 
issue on any of the following points — whether AMca ought not to be re- 
claimed from barbarism and idolatry ; nor whether black missionaries are 
not better adapted to its climate than white ones ; nor whether it is wrong 
to assist voluntary emigration to the shores of that continent ; nor whether 
the Slave trade has not been crippled, or driven from their localities by the 
colonies already established ; nor whether the settlement at Liberia has not 
attained, in the same period, as high a position as did the Plymouth or 
Jamestown colony ; nor whether the condition of the free colored people in 
this land is not one of great hardship, and surrounded by many afflicting 
circimistances ; nor whether, to those who are held in bondage, exile with 
penniless freedom is not preferable to a life of chattelized servitude ; but it 
is, what are the doctrines, designs, and measures of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, and is it worthy of the countenance and support of a civilized 
and Christian people ? 

24. Resolved, That we abhor and repudiate the Colonization Society for 
the following among other reasons : — (1.) Because it sanctions the infernal 
doctrine, that man can rightfully hold property in his fellow-man — (2.) 
Because it is managed and controlled by Slaveholders, whose £dm is to give 
quietude, security, and value to the Slave system, by the removal of the 
free blacks — (3.) Because it declares the leprous spirit of complexional 
prejudice is natural, and not to be removed even by the operations of the 
Holy Ghost upon the heart — (4.). Because it is the bitter, malignant, and 
active enemy of the Anti-Slavery enterprise — (6.) Because it stimulates 
and sanctions the enactment of soid-crushing laws and proscriptive edicts 
against our free colored population, imder the pressure of which they shall 
find it impossible to stand erect on this their native soil, and may therefore 
be induced to emigrate to Africa — (6.) Becaiise the motives it avows, the 
sentiments it inculcates, the means it uses, the measures it sanctions, are 
base, cruel, demoniacal — and, (7.) Because, from its institution to the pres- 
ent time, the objects of its professed commiseration have imceasingly borne 
the strongest testimony against it as uncalled for, hateful, persecuting, and 
unnatural. 

Mr. Gabbison said, it is not the colored man, so long as he can be held 
as a Slave, however ignorant and degraded he may be,#whom the Coloniza- 
tion Society wishes to send away. No ! Slaveholders have no difficulty or 
prejudice on the score of complexion. When their Slaves run away, they 
run after them, and take infinite pains to get them back ; and we help them, 
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and make Fugitive Laws for their advantage. There is no insuperable 
prejudice of color, under those circumstances, making it necessary to trans- 
port the colored man to Afiica. It is the free, educated, gentlemanly, and 
Christian colored man whom this country hates, will not tolerate, and seeks 
to banish firom its soil. 

Rev. A. T. Foss said he had derived from Rev. Mr. Constanttne, once a 
missionary at Liberia, some reliable information concerning that colony, as 
it was a few years ago. From that information, he foimd that the colony 
had knowingly countenanced and aided the African Slave Trade. (Hear.) 
This was formerly the case ; if it be not so now, it is because the Anti- 
Slavery stir in this country has compelled them to be more cautious. K the 
traffic had ceased, it was not owing to any voluntary movement on the part 
of the Colonization Society, but to the fact that the exposure of their wick- 
edness compelled them to move. 

Mr. Gasbison commented on Edwabd Evebett's recent statement, that 
neither of the early colonies at Jamestown and Plymouth, at the end of 
twenty-five years, had attained so strong and favorable a position as Liberia 
had gained, in an equal time, among the family of nations. What a compli- 
ment this, said Mr. G., to the capacity of the colored man ! We have been 
used to regard our ancestors as picked men ; but, by Mr. Everett's show- 
ing, it would seem these Liberia colonists are decidedly their superiors. 

Edmund Quinoy, from the Committee on that subject, reported a list of 
Officers of the Society for the current year. 

The report was unanimoiisly accepted, and the Officers elected accord- 
ingly. [See the list in another place.] 

Samuel May, Jr., brought the case of Daniel Kaufpman, of Pennsylva- 
nia, before the meeting. For allowing some fugitive Slaves to pass a night 
in his bam, and giving them food, Mr. K. has been fined by the notorious 
Judge Gbieb, of the U. S. Supreme Court, and stripped of all his property. 

Mr. Gabaison again brought forward the case of Peter Still. 



FEIDAY — Afternoon Session. 

Francis Jackson, the President, in the Chair. 

Thomas Haskell, of Gloucester, made some brief, but pertinent remarks. 

George W. Putnam, of Lynn, spoke on the influence the old organized 
societies have had in keeping aUve the Anti-Slavery movement in the land ; 
a movement without which, the Free Soil party could have had no exist- 
ence, and " Uncle Tom's Cabin " would have had only tens of readers, 
where now it has tens of thousands. Mr. P. advocated the publication of a 
new series of cheap tracts for gratuitous distribution. 

Lewis Ford, of Abington, spoke with regard to contributions to the So- 
ciety for its operations' during the present year. 

Daniel Foster, of Cambridge, continued the subject, and presented 
many encouraging features of the cause, which had occurred in his experi- 
ence during the last eight months. 
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Ber. T. W. HiooiNSOK, of Worcester, spoke in fisror oi the most thor- 
ough agitation of the commnnity on the subject of Slayery, and according 
to the principles and methods of this Society ; — while he declared himself 
to be a member of the Free Democratic party. 

Mr. Gabbison, from the Business Committee, reported the following reso- 
lutions : — 

25. Resolved, That the recent act of a large majority of the U. S. Senate, 
proscribing Messrs. Haxe, Suhneb, and Chase from all the Committees in 
that body, on the ground of their not belonging to any " healthy political 
organization," — meaning, that they are not connected with either the Whig 
or the Democratic party, and are opposed to ** the Compromise measures, 
including the Fugitive Slave Law," — is unparalleled for meanness and 
baseness in the history of political legislation, as gross an insult as was ever 
offered to honorable men, an act of daring usurpation, and a precedent of a 
most alarming nature, which, if tamely submitted to, foreshadows, with 
other admonitory events of the time, the ultimate establishment of a mili- 
tary despotism over the whole country. 

26. Resolved, That while the Pro-Slavery servility of one of the Senators 
from this Commonwealth made him shrink from registering a manly testi- 
mony against this dastardly and tyrannous act, in the name of the soverdgn 
State of Massachusetts which he was sent to Congress faithfully to repre- 
sent, we had a right to expect, from the Anti-Slavery professions and posi- 
tion of the other Senator, (the Hon. Chables Sumneb,) who was one of the 
proscribed, something more than a dumb and an inglorious silence on that 
occasion ; and yet, no sound was heard from his lips, and Massachusetts was 
allowed to be spit upon with impunity. 

27. Resolved, That the people of this Commonwealth, without distinction 
of party, have a right to expect, on the part of their Legislature now in ses- 
sion in this city, a prompt and stem protest against the virtual disfranchise- 
ment of Massachusetts in the Senate of the United States. 

Mr. Gabeison said he had but little to add to the language of the resolu- 
tions. It was well known that the announcement had been formally made 
in the Senate of the United States, that the Free Soil members would here- 
after be proscribed from all Committees in that body — though they were 
necessitated often to place one man on two or three, or even more commit- 
tees, as the case might be ; thus disfranchising, so far as in their power, the 
Senator from the Granite State, (Mr. Hale,) the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Sumneb,) and the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Chase.) This was 
done, too, by an overwhelming majority, the reason given being that those 
gentleman did not belong to a healthy organization — meaning that they 
were not connected with either of the two great Pro-Slavery parties of the 
land. Hon. John P. Hale rose in his place, and gave utterance to his feel- 
ings at the time ; but yet, although he treated the matter with his usual 
ability, there was lacking an expression of stem moral indignation, in behalf 
of the State he was there to represent. He rather treated it, as he was apt 
to treat every subject, in a humorous and witty manner, saying that he felt 
glad to be relieved from the duty ; but that he supposed, by their not put- 
ting him on any one particxdar committee, that they meant he shoxdd have 
the general supervision of all — that he should be a Committee of the 
Whole. This was all very witty, but it seemed to him (Mr. Gabbison) en- 
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tirely out of place on such an occasion. He had no right to think of him- 
self — of John P. Hale. He was there to represent a sovereign State, and 
had the same rights, and was entitled to the same privileges, as the Senator 
from any other State of the American Union. 

So far, Mr. Halb had fonnd utterance ; but Mr. Sumneb had said noth- 
ing, from that time to the present ; had not indicated, in any manner that is 
visible, the least dissatisfaction or the least alarm of mind in view of the 
outrage on that account. This overleaped all party distinctions. It was a 
subject in which he, (Mr. G.) though standing outside of all party organi- 
zations, felt a deep interest as a man ; and therefore, he desired to register 
his testimony against that outrage, though standing, for conscience' sake, 
outside of the government. Mr. Sumneb should have risen in his place, 
and solemnly protested against such a precedent. This invention might yet 
return to plague the inventors. Now, Whigs and Democrats were one in 
this proscription ; but if it was good in this case, it would be good for what- 
ever party is strongly dominant hereafter, against any other party that may 
be found in either house of Congress ; and therefore it should excite com- 
mon indignation as well as common alarm. It was by just such steps as 
these that despotism at last conquered a people. Step by step, and each 
step tamely submitted to, until the manhood of the people is gone, and then 
the usurper has only to spring into the seat of power, and, having his armed 
myrmidons about him, rule with a rod of iron over the whole country. It 
might be thought ridicxdous by some to express any fear lest this nation 
should ultimately fall under the power of a military despotism ; and yet, 
what might not happen to us ? With such a system as that of Slavery in 
our midst, — so huge, so volcanic, so destructive in aU its elements, so de- 
moralizing, so full of retribution, so Heaven-daring, — he believed before 
God, that if this nation continued in its present course, submitting to one 
act of oppression after another on the part of the Slave Power, (which tries 
to exalt itself above all that is called God,) the day was not far distant when 
even the form of a republican government would go down to the dust, as 
that of France, and we shall have our military despot, in some American 
Napoleon, to rule over us. 

We had no manhood, as a people ; we were a cowardly race. In one half 
the country there was no freedom of speech, no right of assembling peace- 
ably together, no freedom of the press — we were all as dead men in the 
immediate presence of the Slave Power. This was well known, and yet we 
submitted to it all ! <* To this complexion has it come at last." 

In thus alluding to Mr. Sxtmneb, the speaker disclaimed all personal feel- 
ings. Mr. Sumneb was his personal friend, and one on whose friendship he 
wished still to have a strong hold. The necessity of an allusion of this kind 
was painful to "^^rn ; but, remembering his Anti-Slavery professions, and the 
position which he occupies in the name of the people of Massachusetts, he 
felt constrained to say, that Mr. Sumneb was boimd, if on any occasion he 
could utter a word, to have risen in his place, and borne his protest — not 
for himself as a man, but in the name of the people of Massachusetts, and 
the State which he represented. But he was dumb, as the resolution said ; 
13 
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he had never peeped or muttered on the subject. He (Bir. G.) had been 
astonished at the indifference of the Free Soil party in regard to this daring 
usurpation. If they were not prepared to stand by their Senators, and to 
vindicate their sovereignty, it was time for somebody else to look after them« 
and, as Mr. Half, said, « act as a Committee of the Whole." 

In conclusion, Mr. Gabeison said that he hoped the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts would take the matter up without delay. It shotdd not be left to 
a Free Democrat ; but yet, if no other party came forward, the Free Demo- 
crat who did not test the Legislature on this subject, would be a traitor to 
his professions, and recreant to the cause of liberty. But there should be 
Whigs and Democrats in that body to step magnanimously forward, and, 
overleaping aU party distinctions, insist that no such insult shall be cast up- 
on Massachusetts with impunity by any body of usurpers in the Congress of 
the United States. He hoped to see it done, and to see such a protest as 
woxdd make that usurping body cower before it. 

Stephen S. Foster opposed the resolutions, so fSar as relates to censuring 
Mr. ScMNEE for his silence on the proscriptive course of the Senate. He 
would rather censure Mr. S.*s constituents for bearing it so silently and 
tamely. We do not know all Mr. Sumner's reasons for silence ; and, be- 
sides, he rather doubted the propriety of Mr. S. making any protest what- 
ever. If he (Mr. S.) should censure Mr. Sukneb. at all, it would be for his 
being a member of the Senate. 

Mr. Gabbison rejoined, that if the speech which his Mend Mr. Foster 
had just made was not a severely satirical one — if it were really intended 
as a grave defence of Mr. Sumneb's silence — then he must say, that, hence- 
forth, whoever shall represent Stephen S. Fostbb as having no bowels of 
mercy, and being utterly destitute of charity, forbearance, and long-suffer- 
ing, will stand a self-convicted calumniator. But he totally differed in this 
view of the case from his friend, and must reiterate his conviction, that Mr. 
SuMNEB ought to have registered a strong and dignified protest against such 
high-handed Senatorial proscription. 

Mr. PiLLSBUBT differed from S. S. Fosteb. He thought the apology, 
which his friend Fosteb had made for Senator Suhneb, was equally good 
for the clergy of the country, in regard to their silence and apathy in the 
cause of the Slave. In my judgment, said Mr. P., Senator Sumneb should 
have called that tyrannous Senate to account for their instdt to Massachu- 
setts, and their dastardly proscription of himself and other Senators. But, 
culpable as Mr. S.'s silence may be, much more culpable are his constituents 
for their quiet submission to the insult heaped upon their Senator and their 
State. 

Mr. Innis said a few words in defence of Mr. Sxjmnbb. 

Adjourned. 
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FRIDAY— Evening Session. 

Mr. Gabbison presented and read the following from Key. S. S. G&is- 
WOLD, of Greeumanyille, Ct. 

To the Maasachtuetts Anti-Slavery Society, convened in its AnnticU Meeting : 

Friends op Fbeedom, op Humanity, op God: — Permit me to express 
my deep sympathy and abiding interest in the great cause of universal phi- 
lanthropy in which you are engaged, and for which you are now assembled. 
Eighteen centuries haye been rolled into the ocean of the past, since that 
great Herald of "freedom and of justice,'* the "Prince of Peace," proclaim- 
ed on the mountains and plains of Judea, an " acceptable year of the Lord, 
a day of salvation from our God." Ages have passed, and yet the full frui- 
tion of that blessed announcement has not been realized. ** Darkness has 
covered the earth, and gross darkness the people." 

But a better day is dawning ; a ** good time is coming ; " a glorious era is 
bursting on our world. The rays of truth have already begun to penetrate, 
if not to permeate, the murky clouds of ignorance, superstition, and oppres- 
sion. The clarion notes of peace are beginning to swell in choral anthems, 
while the tocsin of war must ere long be hushed in silence. And what 
place so fitting to begin the sacred lays as Boston, whose bells first chimed 
the songs of Liberty, while its infant charge was cradled in Faneuil*s 
manger ! 

What though the child of Liberty, like the babe of Bethlehem, has been 
driven from its native home ! Yet, like Jesus, may it not return when 
Herod is dead, who sought the young child's life, and only an Archelaus 
reigns in his stead ? 

May wisdom guide your deliberations, and the God of peace bless your 
interview ! Though absent in body, yet I am present in spirit, and shall 
esteem it a privilege to be reckoned as one with you in your labors of love. 

SHERMAN S. GBISWOLD. 
Gbeenmanville, Jan. 24, 1853. 

The remainder of the evening session was mainly occupied by Rev. Theo- 
dobe Paekeb, in a very eloquent speech, which was listened to by the large 
audience with the closest attention. Mr. Pabeeb took a succinct and mas- 
terly review of the present position of the country, in reference to the ques- 
tion of Slavery, — what has recently been done, or is now doing, by the 
General Government and in different States, to conciliate and fortify the 
Slave power. He spoke of the Pro-Slavery character of the American 
Church, meaning, he said, ** not the mass of Christian worshippers, but the 
men who manage the meeting-houses, and often the ministers too." He 
said th^re had been nearly a himdred and fifty sermons preached in eulogy 
of Daniel Websteb, — the betrayer of freedom, and advocate of the Fugi- 
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tkwt 8l«f« Imw. He kmtw bmt §omi or ftre iwr i lMii ^bo hm 
their ToieeagBiat die ''■oCoooHwidkadMa of dHt powcifiU Ba." Am 
iatCBie pB^ndke alio a^Bnit tiie eolond Ban, am acjwmt of Irii eoloi; pge- 
rails in the Omrch. Mr. P. diem apoke of ttMB Pnak He dwdt ^om tlie 
aatoniahiag mad mxpnetdmted. wmecem of *• Uiide Toaa'a Gafaia,'' im tUs 
co nut ijf in Kngiand, aad orer the Earop c an rnnfiaff It had called factli 
die ^iphoiae of die moat aUe aad di rtinguia h ed mem of die (Md Worid. 
Yet how ihaDow aod hcwr malignaiit hare haem the eoamcmta of the lead- 
ing polideal aad rdigioiia prca wa upon dus remaikahle bm^ The ooune 
of die Beaton Daify Adoertiter waa particiilarij instaneed. Bat e?en die 
theatrea, he laid, are now teaching thoae doctnnea of hnmanitj and merej 
niiich the chnrches ao long hare refosed to teadi. Mr. Tmxkxb. then ipoke 
of the hopeful aapecti of the canse. These he regarded as many, and as in- 
creasing. Hespokeparticalarljof die jonmals andthemen — comparatiTe- 
1 J few indeed in number, bat mightj in mind and the tradifdlness of their 
canse — who are now tpeaikmg oat with more or less plainneiw on this qoes- 
don. And, he concluded, we hare on oar side the hamanity, the conscience, 
the heart, of ererj man, and the pietj of erery one that is bom of Ghid. 
And the God of jostice is on oar aide ; and so sure as He lives, so sure is 
this enterprise to triamph. 

WsmoELL Phillips made a few impressiye closing remarks, chiefly in 
reply to some obsenrations of Mr. Pabkeb. 

The Besolations before the meeting were adopted by a fdU and onanimoos 
rote. 

The brothers Judbon, Johk and Asa Hutchhtook, sang die ** FogitiTe's 
Song." It was received with great applause. 

The Society then adjourned, sine die. 

FRANCIS JACKSON, Pbesidbmt. 
BoBBBT F. Wallcut, Secretary, 
Samuel Mat, Jr., AssUtarU Secretary. 

N. B. — The total amount receiyed for Donations, Collections to meet Ex- 
penses, and sums taken at the door at the Eyening meetings, was $541.79. 
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SPEECH OF WENDELL PHILLIPS, 

AT THE MELODEON, THURSDAY EVENING, JAN. 27, 1853. 

[PHOirOO&APBIOAUiT BBPOATXO BT J. M. W. TXABCTrOff] 



Wendell Phillips came forward, and was received witii loud cheering. 
He presented, from the Business Committee, the following resolution : — 

Resolved, That the object of this Society is now, as it has always been, to 
convince our countrymen, by arguments addressed to their hearts and con- 
sciences, that Slaveholding is a heinous crime, and that the duty, safety, and 
interest of all concerned, demand its immediate abolition, without expa- 
triation. 

I wish, Mr. Chairman, to notice some objections that have been made to 
our course, ever since Mr. Gabsison began his career, and which have been 
lately urged again, with considerable force and emphasis, in the columns of 
the London Leader, the able organ of a very respectable and influential class 
in England. I hope. Sir, you will not think it waste of time to bring such a 
subject before you. I know these objections have been made a thousand 
times ; that they have been often answered ; though we have generally sub- 
mitted to them in silence, willing to let results speak for us. But there 
are times when justice to the Slave will not allow us to be silent. There 
are many iu this country, many in England, who have had their attention 
turned, recently, to the Anti-Slavery cause. They are asking, " which is 
the best and most efficient method of helping it ? " Engaged ourselves in 
an effort for the Slave, which time has tested and success hitherto approved, 
we are, very properly, desirous that they should join us in our labors, and 
pour into this channel the full tide of their new zeal and great resources. 
Thoroughly convinced ourselves that our course is wise, we can honestiy 
urge others to adopt it. Long experience gives us a right to advise. The 
fetct that our course, more than all other efforts, has caused that agitation 
which has awakened these new converts, gives mb a right to counsel them. 
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Thej axe onr tpiritiul children : £ot their sakfls, we would free the cause we 
lore and trust from ererj wyming defect and plaiwiMe objection. For the 
Slare'f take, we reiterate our explanatkmi, that he maj lose no tittle of 
help bj the miatakpti or misconceptions of his friends. 

All that I hare to saj on these points will be to jon, Mr. Chairman, verj 
trite and familiar ; bat the facts maj be new to some, and I prefer to state 
them here, in Boston, where we hare lired and worked, becanse if onr state- 
ments are incorrect, if we claim too much, onr assertions can be eaailj an- 
swered and disprored. 

The charges to which I refer are these : That in dealing with Slave- 
holders and their apologists, we indulge in fierce denunciations, infrt;ead of 
iqypealing to their reason and common sense bj plain statements and frdr 
argument; — that we might hare won the sympathies and support of the 
nation, if we would hare submitted to argue this question with a manly 
patience ; but instead of this, we hare outraged the feelings of the commu- 
nity by attacks, tmjust and unnecessarily severe, on its most valued institu- 
tions, and gratified our spleen by indiscriminate abuse of leading moi, who 
were often honest in their intentions, however mistaken in their views ; — 
that we have utterly neglected the ample means that lay around us to con- 
vert the nation, submitted to no discipline, formed no plan, been guided by 
no foresight, but hurried on in childish, reckless, blind, and hot-headed 
zeal — bigots in the narrowness of our views, and fanatics in our blind fdry 
of invective, and malignant judgment of other men's motives. 

There are some who come upon our platform, and give us the aid of 
names and reputations less burdened than ours with popidar odium, who 
are perpetually urging us to exercise charity in our judgments of those about 
us, and to consent to argue these questions. These men are ever parading 
their wish to draw a line between themselves and us, because they must be 
permitted to wait — to trust more to reason than feeling — to indulge a gen- 
erous charity — to rely on the sure influence of simple truth, uttered in love, 
&c., &c. I reject with scorn all these implications that our judgments are 
imcharitable, — that we are lacking in patience, — that we have any other 
dependence than on the simple truth, spoken with Christian frankness yet 
with Christian love. These lectures, to which you. Sir, and all of us, have 
so often listened, would be impertinent, if they were not rather ridiculous 
for the gross ignorance they betray of the community, of the cause, and of 
the whole course of its friends. 

The article in the Leader to which I refer is signed " Ion," and may be 
found in The Liberator of December 17, 1852. The writer is cordial and 
generous in his recognition of Mr. Gabbison's claim to be the representative 
of the Anti-Slavery movement, and does entire justice to his motives and 
character. The criticisms of Ion were reprinted in the Christian Register, of 
this city, the organ of the Unitarian denomination. The editors of that 
paper, with their usual Christian courtesy, love of truth, and fair-dealing, 
omitted all Ion's expressions of regard for Mr. Garrison and appreciation of 
his motives, and reprinted only those parts of the article which undervalue 
his sagacity and influence, and endorse the common objections to his method 
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and yiews. You -will see in a moment, Mr. President, that it is with such 
men and presses, Ion thinks Mr. Garrison has not been sufficiently wise 
and patient, in trying to win their help for the Anti- Slavery cause. Per- 
haps, were he on the spot, it would tire eyen his patience and puzzle 
even his sagacity to make any other use of them than that of the drunken 
Helot — a warning to others how disgusting mean vice is. Perhaps, were 
he here, he would see that the best and only use to be made of them is to 
let them unfold their own characters, and then show the world how rotten 
our Politics and Religion are, that they naturally bear such fruit. Ion 
quotes Mr. Garrison's original declaration, in The Liberator : — 

I am aware that many object to the severity of my language ; but is there 
not cause for severity ? I will be as harsh as truth, and as imcompromising 
as justice. I am in earnest — I will not equivocate — I will not excuse — I 
will not retreat a single inch — and I will be heard. 

It is pretended that I am retarding the cause of emancipation by the coarse- 
ness of my invective, and the precipitancy of my measures. The charge is 
not true. On this question, my influence, humble as it is, is felt at this mo- 
ment to a considerable extent, and shall be felt in coining years — not per- 
niciously, but beneficially — not as a curse, but as a blessing ; and posterity 
will bear testimony that I was right. I desire to thank God that he enables 
me to disregard " the fear of man which bringeth a snare," and to speak his 
truth in its simplicity and power. 

He then goes on to say : — 

This is a defence which has been generally accepted on this side of the 
Atlantic, and many are the Abolitionists among us whom it has encouraged 
in honesty and impotence ; and whom it has converted into conscientious 
hindrances. • • • 

We would have Mr. Garrison to say, " I will be as harsh as progresst as 
uncompromising as success.** If a man speaks for his own gratification, he 
may be as " harsh " as he pleases ; but if he speaks for the down-trodden 
and oppressed, he must be content to put a curb upon the tongue of holiest 
passion, and speak only as harshly as is compatible with the amelioration 
of the evil he proposes to redress. Let the question be again repeated : Do 
you seek for the Slave vengeance or redress ? If you seek retaliation, go on 
denouncing. But distant Europe honors William Lloyd Garrison, be- 
cause it credits him with seeking for the Slave simply redress. We say, 
therefore, that " uncompromising " policy is not to be measured by absolute 
justice, but by practical amelioration of the Slave's condition. Amelioration 
as fast as you can get it — absolute justice as soon as you can reach it. 

He quotes the sentiment of Confucius, that he would choose for a leader 
" a man who would maintain a steady vigilance in the direction of affairs ; 
who was capable of forming plans, and of executing them," and says : — 

The philosopher was right in placing wisdom and executive capacity above 
courage ; for down to this day, our popular movements are led by heroes 
who /ear nothing, and who win nothing. • ♦ • 

There is no question raised in these articles as to the work to be done, but 
only as to the mode of reaUy doing it. The platform resounds with an- 
nouncements of principle, which is but asserting a right, while nothing but 
contempt is showered on policy which is the realization of right. The air is 
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filled with all high cries and spirited denunciatioiis ; indignation is at a pre- 
mium ; and this is called advocacy. * * * But to calculate, to make 
sure of your aim, is to be decried as one who is too cold to feel, too genteel 
to strike. 

Further on, he obseryes : — 

If an artillery officer throws shell after shell which never reach the enemy, 
he is replaced by some one with a better eye and a surer aim. But in the 
artUlery battle of opinion, to mean to hit is quite sufficient ; and if you have 
a certain grand indifference as to whether you hit or not, you may count on 
public applause. * * • 

A man need be no less militant, as the soldier of facts, than as the agent 
of swords. But the arena of argument needs discipline no less than that of 
arms. It is this which the Anti-Slayery party seem to me not only to over- 
look, but to despise. They do not put their valor to driU. Neither on the 
field nor the platform has courage any inherent capacity of taking care of 
itself: 

The writer then proceeds to make a quotation from Mr. Ehebson, the 
latter part of which I will read : — 

Let us withhold every reproachful^ and, if we can, every indignant remark. 
In this cause, we must renounce our temper and the risings of pride. If 
there be any man who thinks the ruin of a race of men a small matter com- 
pared with the last decorations and completions of his own comfort — who 
would not so much as part with his ice-cream to save them from rapine and 
manacles — I think I must not hesitate to satisfy that man, that also his cream 
and vanilla are safer and cheaper by placing the negro nation on a fair foot- 
ing than by robbing them. If the Virginian piques himself on the pictur- 
esque luxury of his vassalage, on the heavy Ethiopian manners of his house 
servants, their silent obedience, their hue of bronze, their turbaned heads, 
and would not exchange them for the more intelligent but precarious hired 
services of whites, I shall not refuse to show him that when their free 
papers are made out, it will still be their interest to remain on his estates ; 
and that the oldest planters of Jamaica are convinced that it is cheaper to 
pay wages than to own Slaves. 

The critic takes exception to Mr. Gabbison's approval of the denunciatory 
language in which Daniel O'Connell rebuked the giant sin of America, 
and concludes his article with this sentence : — 

When William Lloyd Gabbison praises the great Celtic Monarch of in- 
vective for this dire outpouring, he acts the part of the boy who fancies 
that the terror is in the war-whoop of the savage, tmmindful of the quieter 
muskets of the civilized infantry, whose unostentatious execution blows 
whoop and tomahawk to the devU. 

Before passing to a consideration of these remarks of Ion, let me say a 
word in relation to Mr. Emebson. I do not consider him as endorsing any 
of these criticisms on the Abolitionists. His services to the most radical 
Anti-Slavery movement have been generous and marked. He has never 
shrunk from any odium which lending his name and voice to it would incur. 
Making fedr allowance for his peculiar taste, habits, and genius, he has given 
a generous amount of aid to the Anti-Slavery movement, and never let its 
friends want his cordial " God-speed." 
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Ion's charges are the old ones, that we Abolitionists are hurting our own 
cause — that, instead of waiting for the conununity to come up to our views, 
and endeavoring to remove prejudice and enlighten ignorance, by patient 
explanation and fair argimient, we fall at once, like children, to abusing 
everything and everybody — that we imagine zeal will supply the place of 
common sense — that we have never shown any sagacity in adapting our 
means to our ends, have never studied the national character, or attempted to 
make use of the materials which lay all about us, to influence public opinion, 
but by blind, childish, obstinate fury and indiscriminate denunciation, have 
become " honestly impotent and conscientious hindrances." 

These, Sir, are the charges which have imiformly been brought against 
all reformers in all ages. Ion thinks the same fatilts are chargeable on 
the leaders of all' the " popular movements " in England, which, he says, 
«* are led by heroes who /ear nothing, and who toin nothing." If the leaders 
of popular movements in Great Britain for the last fifty years have been 
loserSf 1 should be curious to know what party, in Ion's opinion, have won ? 
My Lord Derby and his friends seem to think Democracy has made and is 
making dangerous headway. If the men who, by popular agitation, outside 
of Parliament, wrung from a powerful oligarchy Parliamentary Reform, and 
the Abolition of the Test Acts, of high Post Rates, of Catholic Disability, of 
Negro Slavery and the Com Laws, did ♦* not win anything," it would be 
hard to say what winning is. If the men who, without the ballot, made 
Peel their tool and conquered the Duke op Wellington, are considered im- 
successful, pray what kind of a thing would success be ? Those who now, 
at the head of that same middle class, demand the separation of Church and 
State, and the Extension of the Ballot, may well guess, from the fluttering 
of Whig and Tory dovecotes, that soon they will "win" that same " noth- 
ing." Heaven grant they may enjoy the same ill sticcess with their prede- 
cessors ! On our side of the ocean, too, we ought deeply to sympathize with 
the leaders of the Temperance movement in their entire want of success ! 
If Ion's mistakes about the Anti-Slavery cause lay as much on the surface 
as those I have just noticed, it would be hardly worth while to reply to him ; 
for as to these, he certainly exhibits only " the extent and variety of his 
mis-information." 

His remarks upon the Anti- Slavery movement are, however, equally in- 
accurate. I claim, before you who know the true state of the case, I claim 
for the Anti-Slavery movement with which this Society is identified, that, 
looking back over its whole course, and considering the men connected with 
it in the mass, it has been marked by sound judgment, imerring foresight, 
the most sagacious adaptation of means to ends, the strictest self-discipline, 
the most thorough research, and an amount of patient and manly argument 
addressed to the conscience and intellect of the nation, such as no other 
cause of the kind, in England or this coimtry, has ever offered. I claim, 
also, that its course has been marked by a cheerful surrender of all individual 
claims to merit or leadership — the most cordial welcoming of the slightest 
effort, of every honest attempt to lighten or to break the chain of the Slave. 
I need not waste time by repeating the superfluous confession that we are 
14 
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men, and therefiore do not claim to be perfect. Neither would I be nnder- 
stood as denying that we use denunciation, and ridicule, and every other 
weapon that the human mind knows. We must plead guilty, if there be 
guilt in not knowing how to separate the sin £rom the sinner. With all the 
fondness for abstractions attributed to us, we are not yet capable of that. 
We are fighting a momentous battle at desperate odds — one against a thou- 
sand. Every weapon that ability or ignorance, wit, wealth, prejudice or 
fashion can command, is pointed against us. The guns are shotted to their 
lips. The arrows are poisoned. Fighting against such an array, we cannot 
afford to confine ourselves to any one weapon. The cause is not ours, so 
that we might, rightfully, postpone or put in peril the victory by moderating 
our demands, stifiing our convictions, or filing down our rebukes, to gratify 
any sickly taste of our own, or to spare the delicate nerves of our neighbor. 
Our clients are three million of Slaves, standing dull suppliants at the 
threshold of the Christian world. They have no voice but ours to utter 
their complaints, or to demand justice. The press, the pulpit, the wealth, 
the literature, the prejudices, the political arrangements, the present self- 
interest of the coimtry, are all against us. God has given us no weapon but 
the truth, faithfully uttered, and addressed, with the old prophet's direct- 
ness, to the conscience of the individual sinner. The elements which control 
public opinion and mould the masses are against us. We can but pick off 
here and there a man from the triumphant majority. We have facts for 
those who think — arguments for those who reason; but he who cannot 
be reasoned out of his prejudices, must be laughed out of them ; he who 
cannot be argued out of his selfishness, must be shamed out of it by the 
mirror of his hateful self held up relentiessly before his eyes. We live in a 
land where every man makes broad his phylactery, inscribing thereon, " All 
men are created equal ** — ** God hath made of one blood all nations of men." 
It seems to us that in such a land there must be, on tins question of Slavery, 
sluggards to be awakened as well as doubters to be convinced. Many more, 
we verily believe, of the first, than of the last. There are far more dead 
hearts to be quickened, than confused intellects to be cleared up — more 
dumb dogs to be made to speak, than doubting consciences to be enlight- 
ened. (Loud cheers.) We have use, then, sometimes, for something beside 
argument. 

What is the denunciation with which we are charged ? It is endeavoring, 
in our fedtering human speech, to declare the enormity of the sin of mak- 
ing merchandise of men — of separating husband and wife — taking the 
infant from its mother, and selling the daughter to prostitution — of a pro- 
fessedly Christian nation denying, by statute, the Bible to every sixth man 
and woman of its population, and making it illegal for ** two or three " to 
meet together, except a white man be present ! What is this harsh criticism 
of motives with which we are charged ? It is simply holding the intelligent 
and deliberate actor responsible for the character and consequences of his 
acts. Is there anything inherently wrong in such denunciation or such 
criticinn ? This we may claim — we have never judged a man but out of his 
own mouth. We have seldom, if ever, held him to accoimt, except for acts 
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of which he and his own friends were proud. All that we ask the world 
and thoughtful men to note are the principles and deeds on which the Amer- 
ican pulpit and American public men plume themselves. We always allow 
our opponents to paint their own pictures. Our humble duty is to stand by 
and assure the spectators, that what they would take for a knave or a 
hypocrite is really, in American estimation, a Doctor of Divinity or Secre- 
tary of State.* 

The South is one great brothel, where ha^ a million of women are flogged 
to prostitution, or, worse still, are degraded to believe it honorable. The 
public squares of half our great cities echo to the wail of families torn asun- 
der at the auction-block — no one of our fair rivers that has not closed over 
the negro seeking in death a refuge from a life too wretched to bear — thou- 
sands of fugitives skulk along our highways, afraid to tell their names, and 
trembling at the sight of a human being — free men are kidnapped in our 
streets, to be plimged into that hell of Slavery, and now and then one, as if 
by miracle, after long years, returns to make men aghast with his tale. The 
Press says, " It is all right ; " and the Pulpit cries, " Amen." We print 



* A paragraph from the New England Farmer^ of this city, has gone the rounds of the Press, 
and is generally believed. It says : — 

" We learn, on reliable authority, that Mr. Webster confessed to a warm political ftiend, a 
short time before his death, that the great mistake of his life was the fiunous seventh of March 
speech, in which, it will be remembered, he defended the Fugitive Slave Law, and fully com- 
mitted liimself to the Compromise measures. Before taking his stand on that occasion, he is 
said to have corresponded with Prof. Stuart and other eminent divines, to ascertain how &r 
the religious sentiment of the North would sustahi him in the position he was about to assume." 

Some say this *' warm political firiend " was a clergyman ! Consider a moment the language 
of this statement, the form it takes on every lip and in every press. " The great mistake of his 
life " ! Seventy years old, brought up in New England churches, with all the culture of the 
world at his command, his soul melted by the repeated loss of those dearest to him, a great 
statesman, with a heart, according to his admirers, yet tender and firesh, one who bent in such 
agony over the death-bed of his first daughter — he looks back on this Speech, which his fHends 
say changed the feelings often millions of people, and made it possible to enact and execute the 
Fugitive Slave Law. He sees that it flooded the hearthstones of thousands of colored men with 
wretchedness and despair — crazed the mother, and broke the heart of the wife — putting the 
virtue of woman and the liberty of man in t||B power of the vilest —and all, as he at least now 
saw, for nothing. Yet one, who, according to his worshippers, was " the grandest growth of 
our soil and our institutions," looked back on such an act, and said wliat ? With one foot in 
the grave, said what of it ? " I did wrong " ? "I committed a foul outrage on my brother 
man " ? "I sported too carelessly with the wellkre of the poor " ? Was there no moral chord in 
that heart, *' the grandest growth of our soil and our institutions " ? No ! He said, '^ I made a 
mistake ! " Not, " I was fialse in my stewardship of these great talents and this high position ! " 
No ! But on the chess-board of the political game, I made a bad move ! I threw away my 
chances ! A gambler, I did not understand my cards ! And to whom does he offer this ac- 
knowledgment ? To a clergyman ! the representative of the moral sense of the community ! 
What a picture ! We laugh at the lack of heart in Talletrand, when he says, ^^ It is worse 
than a crime, a blunder." Yet all our New Englander can call this momentous crime of his 
life is, a mistake ! 

Whether this statement be entirely true or not, we all know it is exactly the tone in which all 
about us talk of that Speech. If the statement be true, what an entire want of right feeling 
and moral sensibility it shows in Mr. Webster ! If it be unfounded, still the welcome it has 
received, and the ready belief it has gained, show the popular appreciation of him, and of such 
a crime. Such is the public with whom Abolitionists have to deal. 
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the Bible in every tongue in which man titters his prayers — and get the 
money to do so, by agreeing never to give the book, in the language our 
mothers taught us, to any negro, free or bond, South of Mason and Dixon's 
line. The Press says, <* It is all right ; " and the Pulpit cries, *« Amen." 
The Slave lifts up his imploring eyes, and sees in every face, but ours, the 
face of an enemy. Prove to me now that harsh rebuke, indignant denuncia- 
tion, scathing sarcasm, and pitiless ridicule, are wholly and always imjustifi- 
able ; else we dare not, in so desperate a case, throw away any weapon which 
ever broke up the crust of an ignorant prejudice, roused a slumbering con- 
science, shamed a proud sinner, or changed, in any way, the conduct of a 
human being. Our aim is to alter public opinion. Did we live in a market, 
our talk should be of dollars and cents, and we would seek to prove only 
that Slavery was an unprofitable investment. Were the nation one great, 
pure Church, we would sit down and reason of " righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come." Had Slavery fortihed itself in a College, we would 
load our cannons with cold facts, and wing our arrows with argimients. But 
we happen to live in the world — the world made up of thought and impulse, 
of self-conceit and self-interest, of weak men and wicked. To conquer, we 
must reach all. Our object is not to make every man a Christian or a phi- 
losopher, but to induce every one to aid in the abolition of Slavery. We 
expect to accomplish our object long before the nation is made over into 
saints, or elevated into philosophers. To change public opinion, we use the 
very tools by which it was formed. That is, all such as an honest man may 
touch. 

All this I am not only ready to allow, but I should be ashamed to think 
of the Slave, or to look into the face of my fellow-man, if it were otherwise. 
It is the only thing that justifies us to our own consciences, and makes us 
able to say we have done, or at least tried to do, our duty. 

So far, however you distrust my philosophy, you will not doubt my state- 
ments. That we have denounced and rebuked with imspanng fidelity will 
not be denied. Have we not also addressed ourselves to that other duty, of 
arguing our question thoroughly — of using due discretion and fair sagacity 
in endeavoring to promote our cause ? Yes, we have. Every statement we 
have made has been doubted. Every prmciple we have laid down has been 
denied by overwhehning majorities against us. No one step has ever been 
gained but by the most laborious research and the most exhausting argu- 
ment. And no question has ever, since Revolutionary days, been so thor- 
oughly investigated or argued here, as that of Slavery. Of that research 
and that argument, of the whole of it, the old-fashioned, fanatical, crazy, 
Gairisonian Anti-Slavery movement has been the author. From this band 
of men has proceeded every important argument or idea that has been 
broached on the Anti- Slavery question from 1830 to the present time. 
(Cheers.) I am well aware of the extent of the claim I make. I recognise, 
as fully as any one can, the abiUty of the new laborers — the eloquence and 
genius with which they have recommended this cause to the nation, and 
flashed conviction home on the conscience of the community. I do not 
mean, either, to assert that they have in every instance borrowed from our 
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treasury their facts and arguments. Left to themselves, they would proba- 
bly have looked up the one, and originated the other. As a matter of fact, 
however, they have generally made use of the materials collected to their 
hands. But there are some persons about us, sympathizers, to a great extent, 
with Ion, who pretend that the Anti-Slavery movement has been hitherto 
mere fanaticism, its only weapon angry abuse. They are obliged to assert 
this, in order to justify their past indifference or hostility. At present, when 
it suits their purpose to give it some attention, they endeavor to explain the 
change by alleging that now it has been taken up by men of thoughtful 
minds, and its claims are urged by fair discussion and able argument. My 
claim, then, is this : that neither the charity of the most timid of sects, the 
sagacity of our wisest converts, nor the cidture of the ripest scholars, though 
all have been aided by our twenty years' experience, has yet struck out any 
new method of reaching the public mind, or originated any new argument 
or train of thought, or discovered any new fact bearing on the question. 
When once brought fully into the struggle, they have found it necessary to 
adopt the same means, to rely on the same arguments, to hold up the same 
men and the same meastires to public reprobation, with the same bold rebuke 
and imsparing invective that we have used. All their conciliatory bearing, 
their pains-taking moderation, their constant and anxious endeavor to draw 
a broad line between their camp and ours, have been thrown away. Just so 
far as they have been effective laborers, they have found, as we have, their 
hands against every man, and every man's hand against them. The most 
experienced of them are ready to acknowledge that our plan has been wise, 
our course efficient, and that our unpopularity is no fault of ours, but flows 
necessarily and unavoidably from our position. «* I shotild suspect," says 
old Fuller, «* that his preaching had no salt in it, if no galled horse did 
wince." Our friends And, after all, that men do not so much hate us as the 
truth we utter and the light we bring. They find that the community are 
not the honest seekers after truth which they fancied, but selfish politicians 
and sectarian bigots, who shiver, like Alexander's butler, whenever the sun 
shines on them. Experience has driven these new laborers back to oiir 
method. We have no quarrel with them — woidd not steal one wreath of 
their laurels. All we claim is, that if they are to be complimented as pru- 
dent, moderate. Christian, sagacious, statesmanlike reformers, we deserve the 
same praise ; for they have done nothing that we, in our measures, did not 
attempt before. (Cheers.) 

I claim this, that the cause, in its recent aspect, has put on nothing but 
timidity. It has taken to itself no new weapons of recent years ; it has be- 
come more compromising — that is all! It has become neither more per- 
suasive, more learned, more Christian, more charitable, nor more effective, 
than for the twenty years preceding. Mr. Hale, the head of the Free Soil 
movement, after a career in the Senate that would do honor to any man — 
after a six years' course which entitles him to the respect and confidence of 
the Anti-Slavery public — can put his name, within the last month, to an 
appeal from the city of Washington, signed by a Houston and a Cass, for a 
monument to be raised to Henbt Clat ! If that be the test of charity and 
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courtesy, we cannot give it to the world. (Loud cheers.) Some of the 
leaders of the Pree Soil party of Massachusetts, after exhausting the whole 
capacity of our language to paint the treachery of Daniel Webster to the 
cause of liberty, and the evil they thought he was able and seeking to do ; 
— after that, could feel it in their hearts to parade themsdyes in the funeral 
procession got up to do him honor ! In tins we allow we cannot follow 
them. The deference which every gentleman owes to the proprieties of 
social life, that self-respect and regard to consistency which is every man's 
duty, these, if no deeper feelings, will ever prevent us from giving such 
proofs of this newly-invented Christian courtesy. (Great cheering.) We 
do not play politics ; Anti-Slavery is no half-jest with us ; it is a terrible 
earnest, with life or death, worse than life or death, on the issue. It is no 
law-suit, where it matters not to the good feeling of opposing counsel which 
way the verdict goes, and where advocates can shake hands after the deci- 
sion as pleasantly as before. When we look upon such a man as Henbt 
Clay, his long life, his mighty influence cast always into the scale against 
the Slave ; of that irresistible fascination with which he motilded every one 
to his wiU ; when we remember that, his conscience acknowledging tiie jus- 
tice of our cause, and his heart open on every other side to the gentlest im- 
pulses, he could sacrifice so remorselessly his convictions and the welfeire of 
millions to his low ambition ; when we think how the Slave trembled at the 
sound of his voice, and that, from a multitude of breaking hearts, there 
went up nothing but gratitude to God when it pleased Him to caU that great 
sinner from this world, — we cannot find it in our hearts, we could not shape 
our lips to ask any man to do him honor. (Great sensation.) No amount 
of eloquence, no sheen of official position, no loud grief of partisan friends, 
would ever lead us to ask monuments or walk in fine processions for pirates ; 
and the sectarian zeal or selfish ambition which gives up, deliberately and in 
full knowledge of the facts, three million of hiunan beings to hopeless igno- 
rance, daily robbery, systematic prostitution, and murder, which the law is 
neither able nor undertakes to prevent or avenge, is more monstrous, in our 
eyes, than the love of gold which takes a score of lives with merciful quick- 
ness on the high seas. Haynau on the Danube is no more hateful to us 
than Haynau on the Potomac. Why give mobs to one, and monuments to 
the other ? 

If these things be necessary to courtesy, I cannot claim that we are cour- 
teous. We seek only to be honest men, and speak the same of the dead as 
of the living. If the grave that hides their bodies could swallow also the 
evil they have done and the example they leave, we might enjoy at least the 
luxury of forgetting them. But the evil that men do Uves after them, and 
Example acquires tenfold authority when it speaks from the grave. History, 
also, is to be written. How shall a feeble minority, without weight or influ- 
ence in the country, with no jury of millions to appeal to, — denounced, 
vilified, and contemned, — how shall we make way against the overwhelm- 
ing weight of some colossal reputation, if we do not turn from the idolatrous 
Present, and appeal to the Human Bace ; saying to your idols of to-day, 
** Here we are defeated, but we will write our judgment with the iron pen 
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of a century to come, and it shall never be forgotten, if we can help it, that 
you were false in your generation to the claims of the Slave ! " (Loud 
cheers.) 

At present, our leading men, strong in the support of large majorities, and 
counting safely on the prejudices of the community, can aiford to despise us. 
They know they can overawe or cajole the present ; their only fear is the 
judgment of the future. Strange fear, perhaps, considering how short and 
local their fame ! But however little, it is their all. Our only hold upon 
them is the thought of that bar of posterity, before which we are all to 
stand. Thank God ! there is the elder brother of the Saxon race across the 
water — there is the army of honest men to come ! Before that jury we 
summon you. We are weak here — out-talked, out- voted. You load our 
names with infamy, and shout us down. But our words bide their time. 
We warn the living that we have terrible memories, and that their sins are 
never to be forgotten. We will gibbet the name of every apostate so black 
and high that his children's children shall blush to bear it. Yet we bear no 
malice — cherish no resentment. We thank God that the love of fame, 
" that last infirmity of noble mind," is shared by the ignoble. In our neces- 
sity, we seize this weapon in the Slave's behalf, and teach caution to the 
living by meting out relentless justice to the dead. How strange the change 
death produces in the way a man is talked about here ! While leading men 
live, they avoid as much as possible all mention of Slavery, from fear of 
being thought Abolitionists. The moment they are dead, their friends rake 
up every word they ever contrived to whisper in a comer for liberty, and 
parade it before the world ; growing angry, all the while, with us, because 
we insist on explaining these chance expressions by the tenor of a long and 
base life. While drunk with the temptations of the present hour, men are 
willing to bow to any Moloch. When their Mends bury them, they feel 
what bitter mockery, fifty years hence, any epitaph will be, if it cannot 
record of one living in this era, some service rendered to the Slave ! These, 
Mr. Chairman, are the reasons why we take care that «* the memory of the 
wicked shall rot." 

I have claimed that the Anti-Slavery cause has, from the first, been ably 
and dispassionately argued, every objection candidly examined, and every 
difficulty or doubt anywhere honestly entertained, treated with respect. Let 
me glance at the literature of the cause, and try not so much, in a brief hoxir, 
to prove this assertion, as to point out the sources from which any one may 
satisfy himself of its truth. 

I will begin with certainly the ablest and perhaps the most honest states- 
man who has ever touched the Slave question. Any one who will examine 
John Qxjincy Adams's speech on Texas, in 1838, wUl see that he was only 
seconding the full and able exposure of the Texas plot, prepared by Benja- 
min LuNDT ; to one of whose pamphlets Dr. Channing, in his Letter to 
Hbnby Clay, has confessed his obligation. Every one acquainted with 
those years will allow that the North owes its earliest knowledge and first 
awakening on that subject to Mr. Lundt, who made long journeys and de- 
voted years to the investigation. His labors have this attestation, that they 
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quickened the zeal and strengthened the hands of such men as Adams and 
Channino. 

Look next at the Sight of Petition. Long before any member of Con- 
gress had oi)ened his mouth in its defence, the Abolition presses and lectu- 
rers had examined and defended the limits of this right, with profound 
historical research and eminent constitutional ability. So thoroughly had 
the work been done, that all classes of the people had made up their minds 
about it, long before any speaker of eminence had touched it in Congress. 
The politicians were little aware of this. "When Mr. Adams threw himself 
so gallantly into the breach, it is said he wrote anxiously home to know 
whether he would be supported in Massachusetts ; little aware of the out- 
burst of popular gratitude that the Northern breeze was even then bringing 
him, deep and cordial enough to wipe away the old grudge Massachusetts 
had borne him so long. Mr. Adams himself was only in favor of receiving 
the petitions, and advised to refuse their prayer, which was the abolition of 
Slavery in the District. He doubted the power of Congress. His doubts 
were examined by Mr. William Qoodell, in two letters of most able and 
acute logic, and of masterly ability. J£ Mr. Adams still retained his doubts, 
it is certain, at least, that he never expressed them afterward. "When Mr. 
Clay paraded the same objections, the whole question of the power of Con- 
gress over the District was treated by Theodore D. Weld, in the fullest 
manner, and with the widest research : indeed, leaving nothing to be added : 
an argimient which Dr. Channino characterized as "demonstration," and 
pronoimced the Essay "the ablest pamphlet from the American press." 
No answer was ever attempted. The best proof of its ability is, that no one 
since has presumed to doubt the power. Lawyers and statesmen have tacitly 
settled down into its full acknowledgment. 

The influence of the Colonization Society on the welfare of the colored 
race was the first question our movement encountered. To the close logic, 
eloquent appeals, and fully sustained charges of Mr. Garrison's Letters on 
that subject, no answer was ever made. Judge Jay followed with a work 
full and able, establishing every charge by the most patient investigation of 
facts. It is not too much to say of these two volumes, that they left the 
Colonization Society hopeless at the North. It dared never show its face be- 
fore the people, and only lingers in some few nooks of sectarian pride, so 
secluded from the influence of present ideas as to be almost fossil in their 
character. 

The practical working of the Slave system, the Slave laws, the treatment 
of Slaves, their food, the duration of their lives, their ignorance and moral 
condition, and the influence of Southern public opinion on their fate, have 
been spread out in a detail and with a fullness of evidence which no subject 
has ever received before in this country. Witness the works of Phelps, 
Bourne, Rankin, Grimke, the "Anti- Slavery Record," and, above all, that 
encyclopcedia of facts and storehouse of arguments, the " Thousand Witnes- 
ses " of Mr. Theodore D. Weld. Unique in Anti-Slavery literature is Mrs. 
Childs's ♦* Appeal," one of the ablest of our weapons, and one of the finest 
efforts of her rare genius. 
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The Princeton Review, I believe, first challenged the Abolitionists to an 
investigation of the teachings of the Bible on Slavery. That field had been 
somewhat broken by our English predecessors. But in England, the Pro- 
Slavery party had been soon shamed out of the attempt to drag the Bible 
into their service, and hence the discussion there had been short and some- 
what superficial. The Pro- Slavery side of the question has been eagerly 
sustained by Theological Reviews and Doctors of Divinity without number, 
from the half-way and timid faltering of Watland up to the unblushing 
and melancholy recklessness of Stuabt. The argument on the other side 
has come wholly from the Abolitionists. For neither Dr. Haqite nor Dr. 
Babnbs can be said to have added anything to the wide research, critical 
acumen, and comprehensive views of Theodore D. Weld, BebiAh Green, 
J. G. Fee, and the old work of Duncan. 

On the constitutional questions which have at various times arisen, — the 
citizenship of the colored man, the soundness of the " Pbigo " decision, the 
constitutionality of the old Fugitive Slave Law, the true construction of 
the Slave surrender clause, — nothing has been added, either in the way of 
fact or argument, to the works of Jay, Weld, Alvan Stewart, E. G. Lor- 
iNG, S. E. Sewall, Richard Hildreth, W. I. Bowdftch, the masterly 
Essays of the Emancipator at New York, and the lAberaMr at Boston, and 
the various addresses of the Massachusetts and American Societies for the 
last twenty years. The idea of the Anti-Slavery character of the Constitu- 
tion — the opiate with which Free Soil quiets its conscience for voting under 
a Pro-Slavery government — I heard first suggested by Mr. Garrison in 
1838. It was elaborately argued in that year in all our Anti-Slavery gath- 
erings, both here and in New York, and sustained with gjreat ability by 
Alvan Stewart, and in part by T. D. Weld. If it has either merit or 
truth, they are due to no legal learning recently added to our ranks, but to 
some of its old and well known pioneers. This claim has since received the 
fullest investigation from Mr. Lysander Spooner, who has xirged it with 
all his unrivalled ingenuity, laborious research, and close logic. He writes 
as a lawyer, and has no wish, I believe, to be ranked with any class of Anti- 
Slavery men. 

The influence of Slavery on our government has received the profoundest 
philosophical investigation from the pen of Richard Hildreth, in his inval- 
uable essay on " Despotism in America," — a work which deserves a place 
by the side of the ablest political disquisitions of any age. 

Mrs. Chapman's survey of " Ten Years of Anti-Slavery Experience," was 
the first attempt at a philosophical discussion of the various aspects of the 
Anti-Slavery cause, and the problems raised by its struggles with sect and 
party. You, Mr. Chairman, [Edmund Quincy, Esq.,]*in the elaborate Re- 
ports of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society for the last ten years, have 
followed in the same path, making to American literature a contribution of 
the highest value, and in a department where you have few rivals and no 
superior. Whoever shall write the history either of this movement, or any 
other attempted under a Republican Government, wiU find nowhere else so 
15 
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defir an insight and so full an acquaintance with the most difficult part of 
his subject. 

Eren the vigorous mind of Kantoul, the ablest man, without doubt, of 
the Democratic party, tmd perhaps the ablest politician in New England, 
added little or nothing to the storehouse of Anti-Slavery argimient. The 
grasp of his intellect and the fullness of his learning every one will acknowl- 
edge. He never tnisted himself to speak on any subject till he had dug 
down to its primal granite. He laid a most generous contribution on the 
altar of the Anti-Slavery cause. His speeches on omi question, too short 
and too few, are remarkable for their compact statement, iron logic, bold 
denunciations, and the wonderful light thrown back upon our history. Yet 
how little do they present which was not familiar for years in omi Anti- 
Slavery meetings ! 

Look, too, at the last great effort of the idol of so many thousands, Mr. 
Senator Sumner ; a discussion of a great national question, of which it has 
been said that we must go back to Webster's Kcply to Hayne, and Fisher 
Ames on the Jat Treaty, to find its equal in Congress ; — praise which we 
might perhaps qualify, if any adequate report were left us of some of those 
noble orations of Adams. No one can be blind to the skillful oise he has 
made of his materials, the consummate ability with which he has marshalled 
them, and the radiant glow which his genius has thrown over all. Yet, with 
the exception of his reference to the Anti-Slavery debate in Congress in 
1817» there is no train of thought or argument, and no single fact in the 
whole speech, which has not been familiar in our meetings and essays for 
the last ten years. 

Before leaving the Halls of Congress, I have great pleasure in recognising 
one exception to my remarks, Mr. Giddinos. Perhaps he is no real excep- 
tion, since it would not be difficult to establish his claim to be considered 
one of the original Abolition party. But whether he would choose to be so 
considered or not, it is certainly true that his long presence at the seat of 
govermnent, his whole-souled devotedness, his sagacity and unwearied in- 
dustry, have made him a large contributor to our Anti-Slavery resources. 

The relations of the American Church to Slavery, and the duties of pri- 
vate Christians, — the whole casuistry of this portion of the question, so 
momentous among descendants of the Puritans, — have been discussed with 
great acuteness and rare common sense by Messrs. Garrison, Goodell, 
Gerrit Smith, Pillsburt, and Foster. They have never attempted to 
judge the American Church by any standard except that which she has her- 
self laid down — never claimed that she should be perfect, but have con- 
tented themselves with demanding that she should be consistent. They 
have never judged hef except out of her own mouth, and on facts asserted 
by her own presses and leaders. The sundering of the Methodist and Bap- 
tist denominations, and the \miversal agitation of the religious world, are 
the best proof of the sagacity with which their measures have been chosen, 
the cogent arguments they have used, and the indisputable facts on which 
their criticisms have been foimded. 

In nothing have the Abolitionists shown more sagacity or more thorough 
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knowledge of their coimtrymen, than in the course they have pursued in 
relation to the Church. None but a New Englander can appreciate the 
power which Church organizations wield over all that share the blood of the 
Puritans. The influence of each sect over its own members is overwhelm- 
ing, often shutting out, or controlling, all other influences. We have Popes 
here, all the more dangerous because no triple crown puts you on your 
guard. The Methodist priesthood brings Catholicism very vividly to mind. 
That each local church is independent of all others, we have been somewhat 
careful to assert, in theory and practice. The individual's independence of 
all organizations that place themselves between him and his God, some few 
bold minds have asserted in theory, but most even of those have stopped 
there. 

In such a land, the Abolitionists early saw, that for a moral question like 
theirs, only two paths lay open : to work through the Church — that fjEuHng, 
to join battle with it. Some tried long, like Luther, to be Protestants, and 
yet not come out of Catholicism ; but their eyes were soon opened. Since 
then, we have been convinced that, to come out from the Church, to hold 
her up as the Bulwark of Slavery, and to make her shortcomings the main 
burden of our appeals to the religious sentiment of the community, was our 
first duty and best policy. This course alienated many Mends, and was a 
subject of frequent rebuke from such men as Dr. Channing. But nothing 
has ever more strengthened the cause, or won it more influence ; and it has 
had the healthiest effect on the Church itself. British Christians have 
always sanctioned it, whenever the case has been fairly presented to them. 
Mr. John Quincy Adams, a man far better acquainted with his own times 
than Dr. Channino, recognised the soundness of onx policy. I do not know 
that he ever uttered a word in public on the delinquency of the churches ; 
but he is said to have assxured his son, at the time the Methodist Church 
broke asunder, that other men might be more startled by the eclat of politi- 
cal success, but nothing, in his opinion, promised more good, or showed 
more clearly the real strength of the Anti-Slavery movement, than that 
momentous event. 

In 1838, the British Emancipation in the West Indies opened a rich field 
for observation, and a full harvest of important facts. The Abolitionists, 
not willing to wait for the official reports of the government, sent special 
agents through those islands, whose reports they scattered, at great expense 
and by great exertion, broadcast through the land. This was at a time when 
no newspaper in the country would either lend or sell them the aid of its 
colimms to enlighten the nation on an experiment so vitally important to us. 
And even now, hardly a press in the country cares or dares to bestow a line 
or communicate a fact toward the history of that femarkable revolu^on. 
The columns of the Anti' Slavery Standardy Pennsylvania Freeman, and Ohio 
Bugle, have been for years full of all that a thorough and patient advocacy 
of our cause demands. And the eloquent lips of many whom I see around 
me, and whom I need not name here, have done their share toward pressing 
all these topics on public attention. 

I remember that when, in 1845, the present leaders of the Free Soil party, 
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with Banibl Wsbstbb in their company, met to draw up the Anti-Texas 
AddreBS of the Massachusetts Convention, they sent to Abolitionists for 
Anti-Slayery facts and history, for the remarkable testimonies of oiu: Eero- 
lutionary great men which they wished to quote. {** Hear, hear.") When, 
many years ago, the Legislature of Massachusetts wished to send to Con- 
gress a resolution affirming the duty of immediate emancipation, the Com- 
mittee sent to William Llotd Ga&bison to draw it up, and it stands now 
on our Statute Book as he drafted it. 

How vigilantly, how patiently did we watch the Texas plot &om its com- 
mencement ! The politic South felt that its first move had been too bold, 
and thenceforward worked underground. For many a year, men laughed 
at us for entertaining any apprehensions. It was impossible to rouse the 
North to its periL David Lee Child was thought crazy, because he woidd 
not believe there was no danger. His elaborate " Letters on Texan Annexa- 
tion " are the ablest and most valuable contribution that has been made 
toward^ a history of the whole plot. Though we foresaw and proclaimed 
our conviction that Annexation would be, in the end, a fatal step for the 
South, we did not feel at liberty to relax our opposition, well-knowing the 
vast increase of strength it would give, at first, to the Slave Power. I re- 
mranber being one of a Committee which waited on Abbott LA¥r&BNC£, a 
year or two only before Annexation, to ask his countenance to some general 
movement, without distinction of party, against the Texas scheme. He 
smiled at our fears, begged us to have no apprehensions ; stating that his 
correspondence with leading men at Washington enabled him to assxire us 
Annexation was impossible, and that the South itself was determined to de- 
fsat the project. A short while after. Senators and Representatives from 
Texas took their seats in Congress ! 

Many of these services to the Slave were done before I joined his cause. 
Lx thus refieiring to them, do not suppose me merely seeking occasion of 
eulogy on my predecessors and present co-laborers. I r^all these things 
only to rebut the contemptuous criticism which some about us make the 
excuse for their past neglect of the movement, and in answer to Ion's repre- 
sentation of our course as reckless fanaticism, childish impatience, utter lack 
of good sense, and of our meetings as scenes only of excitement, of reckless 
and indiscriminate denimdation. Jt assert that every social, moral, economi- 
cal, religious, political, and historical aspect of the question has been ably 
and patiently examined. And all this has been done with an industry and 
ability which have left littie for the professional skill, scholarly culture, and 
historical learning of the new li^rers to accomplish. If the people are 
still in doiibt, it is from the inherent difficulty of the subject, or a hatred of 
light, not from want of it 

So fEu: from the Anti-Slavery cause having lacked a manly and able dis- 
cussion, I think it will be acknowledged hereafter, that this discussion has 
been one of the noblest contributions to a literature really American. Here- 
tofore, not only has our tone been but an echo of foreign culture, but the 
very topics discussed and the views maintained have been too often pale re- 
flections of European politics and European philosophy. No matter what 
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dress we assumed, the yoice was ever **the Toice of Jacob." At last we 
have stirred a question thoroughly Am^ican. The subject has been looked 
at from a point of yiew entirely American ; and it is of such deep interest, 
that it has called out all the intellectual strength of the nation. For once, 
the nation i^eaks its own thoughts, in its own language, and the tone also 
is all its own. It wiU hardly do for the defeated party to claim that, in this 
discussion, all the ability is on their ^de. 

We are charged with lacking foresight, and said to exaggerate. This 
charge of exaggeration brings to my mind a fact I mentioned, last month, 
at Horticultural Hall. The theatres, in many of our large cities, bring out, 
night after night, aU the radical doctrinea and all the startling scenes of 
<* Uncle Tom." They preach immediate emancipation, and Slaves shoot 
their hunters to loud applause. Two years ago, sitting in this hall, I was 
myself somewhat startled by the assertion of my friend, Mr. Pillsbxj&y, 
that the theatres would receive the gospel of Anti-^bvery truth earlier than 
the churches. A hiss w»it up firom the gall^es, and many in the audience 
were shocked by the remark. I asked myself whether I could endorse such 
a statement, and felt that I could not. I could not believe it to be true. 
Only two years have passed, and what was then deemed rant and fematicism, 
by seven out of ten who heard it, has proved true. The theatre, bowing to 
its audience, has preached immediate emancipation, and given us the whole 
of ** Uncle Tom ; *' while the pulpit is either silent or hostile, and in the 
columns of the theological papers, the work is subjected to criticism, to re- 
proach, and its author to severe rebuke. Do not, therefore, Mends, set 
down as extravagant every statement which your experience does not war- 
rant. It may be that you and I have not studied the signs of the times 
quite as accurately as the speaker. Going up and down the land, coming 
into dose contact with the fe^ings and prejudices of the community, he is 
sometimes a bettw judge than you are of its present state. An Abolitionist 
has more motives for watching and more means of finding out the true state 
of public opinion, than most of those careless critics who jeer at his asser- 
tions to-day, and are the first to cry, " Just what I said," when his prophecy 
becomes fact to-morrow. 

Mr. Ion thinks, also, that we have thrown away opportunities, and need- 
lessly outraged the men and parties about us. Far from it. The Anti- 
Slavery movement was a patient and humble suppliant at every door whence 
any help could possibly be hoped. If we now repudiate and denounce some 
of our institutions, it is because we have faithfully tried them, and foimd 
them deaf to the claims of justice and humanity. Our; great Leader, when 
he first meditated this crusade, did not 

'* At ono«, like a Bonbiusfe, hii banner oiifvrL" 

O, no ! he soimded his way warily forward. Brought up in the strictest 
reverence for church organizations, his first effort was to enlist the clergymen 
of Boston in the support of his views. On their aid he counted confidentiy 
in his effort to preach imTnediatft repentance of all sin. He did not go, with 
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tnaUoe prepenaet as some seem to imagine, up to that « attic " where Mayor 
Otis with difficulty found him. He did not court hostility or seek exile. 
He did not sedulously endeavor to cut himself o£f from the sympathy and 
countenance of the community about him. O, no I A fervid disciple of 
the American Church, he conferred with some of the leading clergy of the 
city, and laid before them his convictions on the subject of Slavery.* He 
painted their responsibility, and tried to induce them to take from his shoul- 
ders the burden of so mighty a movement. He laid himself at their feet. 
He recognised the colossal strength of the Church ; he knew that against 
their opposition it would be almost desperate to attempt to relieve the Slave. 
He entreated them, therefore, to take up the cause. But the Church turned 
away from him ! They shut their doors upon him ! They bade him com- 
promise his convictions — smother one half of tl^em, and support the Colo- 
nization movement, making his own auxiliary to that, or they would have 
none of him. Like Luther, he said — << Here I stand ; God help me ; I can 
do nothing else ! *' But the men who joined him were not persuaded that 
the case was so desperate. So they returned, each to his own local sect, and 
remained in them until yome of us, myself among the number — later con- 
verts to the Anti-Slavery movement — thought they were slow and fedtering 
in their obedience to conscience, and that they ought to have cut loose much 
sooner than they did. But a patience, that old sympathies would not allow 
to be exhausted, and associations, planted deeply in youth, and spreading 
over a large part of manhood, were too strong for any mere argument to dis- 
lodge them. So they stUl persisted in remaining in the Church. Their zeal 
was so fervent and their labors so abundant, that in some towns large socie- 
ties were formed, led by most of the clergymen, and having almost all the 
church members on their lists. Li those same towns now, you will not find 
one single Abolitionist, of any stamp whatever. They excuse their falling 
back by alleging that we have injured the cause by our extravagance and 
denunciation, and by the various other questions vdth which our names are 
associated. This might be a good reason why they should not work with 
us, but does it excuse their not working at all ? These people have been 
once awakened, thoroughly instructed in the momentous character of the 
movement, and have acknowledged the rightful claim of the Slave on their 
sympathy and exertions. It is not possible that a few thousand persons, 
however extravagant, could prevent devoted men firom finding some way to 
help such a cause, or at least manifesting their interest in it. But they have 



* " The writer accompanied Mr. GARRisoir, in 1829, in calling upon a number of prominent 
ministers in Boston, to secure their co-operation in this cause. Ow expectations of important 
assistance from them were, at that time^ very sanguine.'''* — [Testimony of YfiULUiM. Goodkll, 
in a recent work entitled " Slavxst and Anti-Slavibt."] 

In an address on Slavery and Colonisation, deliTered by Mr. Gaiuubon, in the Park Street 
Church, Boston, July 4, 1829, (which was subsequently published in the National Philanthro- 
pist j) he said — " I call on the ambassadors of Christ, eyerywhere, to make known this procla- 
mation, * Thus saith the Lord God of the AfHcans, Let this people go, that they may serve me.' 
I ask them to * proclaim liberty to the captive, and the opening of the prison to than that are 
bound.' I call on the churches of the living God to LBAD in this great enterprise." 
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not only left ns, they have utterly deserted the Slave, in the hour when the 
interest of their sects came across his cause. Is it uncharitable to conjecture 
the reason ? At the early period, however, to which I have referred, the 
Church was much exercised by the persistency of the Abolitionists in not 
going out from her. When I joined the Anti-Slavery ranks, sixteen years 
ago, the voice of the clergy was, " "Will these pests never leave us ? Will 
they still remain to trouble us ? If you do not like us, there is the door ? " 
When our friends had exhausted all entreaty, and tested the Christianity of 
that body, they shook off the dust of their feet, and came out of her. 

At the outset, Mr. Garbison called on the head of the Orthodox denom- 
ination — a man, compared with whose influence on the mind of New Eng- 
land, that of the statesman whose death you have just mourned was, I think, 
but as dust in the balance — a man who then held the Orthodoxy of Boston 
in his right hand, and who has since taken up the West by its four comers, 
and given it so largely to Puritanism — I mean the Kev. Dr. Lyman 
Beecheb. Mr. Gabbison was one of those who bowed to the spell of the 
matchless eloquence that then fuhnined over our Zion. He waited on his 
favorite divine, and urged him to give to the new movement the incalcidable 
aid of his name and countenance. He was patiently heard. He was allowed 
to imfold his plans and array his facts. The reply of the veteran was, ** Mr. 
Gabbison, I have too many irons in the fire to put in another." My friend 
said, " Doctor, you had better take all the irons you have in the fire out, 
and put this one in, if you mean well either to the religion or the civil lib- 
erty of our country." (Cheers.) 

The great Orthodox leader did not rest with merely refusing to put another 
iron into his fire ; he attempted to limit the irons of other men. As Presi- 
dent of Lane Theological Seminary, he endeavored to prevent the students 
from investigating the subject of Slavery. The result, we all remember, 
was a strenuous resistance on the part of a large number of the students, led 
by that remarkable man, Theodobe D. Weld. The Bight triumphed, and 
Lane Seminary lost her character and noblest pupils at the same time. 
She has languished ever since, even with such a President. Why should I 
follow Dr. Beecheb into those Ecclesiastical Conventions where he has been 
tried, and found wanting, in fidelity to the Slave ? He has done no worse, 
indeed, he has done much better, than most of his class. 'His opposition has 
been always open and manly. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there is something in the blood, which, men tell us, 
brings out virtues and defects, even when they have lain dormant for a gen- 
eration. Good and evil qualities are hereditary, the physicians say. The 
blood whose warm currents of eloquent aid my friend solicited in vain in 
that generation, has sprung voluntarily to his assistance in the next — both 
from the pulpit and the press — to rouse the world by the vigor and pathos 
of its appeals. (Enthusiastic cheers.) Even on that great triimiph I would 
say a word. Marked and unequalled as has been that success, remember, in 
explanation of the phenomenon — for " Uncle Tom's Cabin " is rather an 
event than a book — remember this : if the old Anti- Slavery movement had 
not roused the sympathies of Mrs. Stowe, the book had never been written ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



120 APPENDIX. 

if that movement liad not raised up hundreds of thousands of hearts to sym- 
pathise with the Slaye, the book had nerer been read. (Cheers.) Not that 
the genius of the author has not made the triumph all her own ; not that 
the unriyalled felicity of its execution has not trebled, quadrupled, increased 
ten-fold, if you please, the number of readers ; but there must be a spot eren 
for Archimedes to rest his lerer upon, before he can move the world, (ap- 
plause,) and this effort of genius, consecrated to the noblest purpose, might 
have fallen dead and unnoticed in 1835. It is the Anti-Slavery movement 
which has changed 1835 to 1852. Those of us familiar with Anti-Slavery 
literature know well that Richabd Hildbeth's ** Archy Moore," now ** The 
White Slave," was a book of eminent ability ; that it owed its want of success 
to no lack of genius, but only to the fact, that it was a work bom out of due 
trme ; that the Anti-Slavery cause had not then aroused sufficient numbers, 
on the wings of whose enthusiasm even the most delightful fiction coxdd 
have risen into world-wide influence and repute. To the cause which had 
changed 1835 to 1852 is due something of the influence of ** Uncle Tom's 
Cabin." 

The Abolitionists have never overlooked the wonderful power that the 
wand of the novelist was yet to wield in their behalf over the hearts of 
the world. Fbbde&ika B&ranat only expressed the common sentiment 
of many of us, when she declared that *' the fate of the negro was the 
romance of our history." Again and again, from. ,my earliest knowledge of 
the cause, have I heard the opinion, that, in the debateable land between 
Freedom and Slavery, in the thrilling incidents of the escape and sufferings 
of the fugitive, and the perils of his Mends, the future Walter Scott of 
America would find the ** border-land " of his romance, and the most touch- 
ing incidents of his ** sixty years since ; " and that the literature of America 
would gather its freshest laurels from that field. 

So much, Mr. Chairman, for our treatment of the Church. We dung to 
it as long as we hoped to make it useful. Disappointed in that, we have 
tried to expose its paltering and hypocrisy on this question, broadly and 
with imfiinching boldness, in hopes to purify and bring it to our aid. Our 
labors with the great religious societies, with the press, with the institutions 
of learning, have been as untiring, and almost as unsuccessful. We have 
tried to do our duty to ^ery public question that has arisen, which could 
be made serviceable in rousing general attention. The Bight of Petition, 
the Power of Congress, the Internal Slave Trade, Texas, the Compromise 
measures, the Fugitive Slave Law, the motions of leading men, the tactics of 
parties, have all been watched and used with sagacity and effect as means to 
produce a change in public opinion. Dr. Channino has thanked the Abo- 
lition party, in the name of <«11 the lovers of free thought and free speech, for 
having vindicated that right, when all o&ers seemed ready to surrender it ; 
vindicated it at the cost of reputation, ease, property, even life itself. The 
only blood that has ever been shed, on this side the ocean, in defence of the 
freedom of the press, was the blood of Lovbjot, one of their number. In 
December, 1836, Dr. Channing spoke of their position in these terms : — 
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" Whilst, in obedience to conscience, they haye refrained from opposing 
force to force, they have still persevered, amidst menace and insult, in bear- 
ing their testimony against wrong, in giving utterance to their deep convic- 
tions. Of such men, I do not hesitate to say, that they have rendered to 
freedom a more essential service than any body of men among ns. The de- 
fenders of freedom are not those who claim and exercise rights which no one 
assails, or who win shouts of applause by well-turned compliments to liberty 
in the days of her triumph. They are those who stand up for rights which 
mobs, conspiracies, or single tyrants put in jeopardy ; who contend for lib- 
erty in that particular form which is threatened at the moment by the many 
or the few. To the AboUcionists this honor belongs. The first systematic 
effort to strip the citizen of freedom of speech, they have met with invincible 
resolution. From my heart I thank them. I am myself their debtor. I am 
not sure that I should this moment write in safety, had they shrunk from 
the conflict, had they shut their lips, imposed silence on their presses, and 
hid themselves before their ferocious assailants. I know not where these 
outrages would have stopped, had they not met resistance from their first 
destined victims. The newspaper press, with a few exceptions, uttered no 
genuine indignant rebuke of the wrong-doers, but rather countenanced by its 
gentle censures the reign of Force. The mass of the people looked supinely 
on this new tyranny, imder which a portion of their fellow-citizens seemed 
to be sinking. A tone of denunciation was beginning to proscribe all discus- 
sion of Slavery ; and had the spirit of violence, which selected associations as 
its first objects, succeeded in this preparatory enterprise, it might have been 
easily turned against any and every individual, who might presume to agi- 
tate the unwelcome subject. It is hard to say, to what outrage the fettered 
press of the country might not have been reconciled. I thtmk the Aboli- 
tionists that, in this evil day, they were true to the rights which the multi- 
tude were ready to betray. Their purpose to suffer, to die, rather than sur- 
render their dearest liberties, taught the lawless that they had a foe to con- 
tend with, whom it was not safe to press, whilst, like all manly appeals, it 
called forth reflection and sympathy in the better portion of the community. 
In the name of freedom and humanity, I thank them." 

No one, Mr. Chairman, deserves more of that honor than he whose chair 
you now occupy. Our youthful city can boast of but few places of historic 
renown. But I know no one which coming time is more likely to keep in 
memory, than the roof which F&ancis Jackson offered to the Anti-Slavery 
women of Boston, when Mayor Lyman confessed he was unable to protect 
their meeting, and when the only protection the laws could afford Mr. Gab- 
bison was the shelter of the common jail. 

Sir, when a nation sets itself to do evil, and all its leading forces, wealth, 
party, and piety, join in the career, it is impossible but that those who offer 
a constant opposition should be hated and maligned, no matter how wise, 
cautious, and well-planned their course may be. We are peculiar sufferers 
in this way. The community has come to hate its reproving Nathan so 
bitterly, that even those whom the relenting part is beginning to regard as 
standard-bearers of the Anti-Slavery host, think it unwise to avow any con- 
nection or sympathy with him. I refer to some of the leaders of the political 
movement against Slavery. They feel it to be their mission to marshal and 
use as effectively as possible the present convictions of the people. They 
cannot afford to enoimiber themselves with the odium which twenty years of 
angry agitation have engendered in great sects sore from imsparing rebuke, 
parties galled by constant defeat, and leading men provoked by unexpected 
16 
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exposure. They are wilHiig to confess, prirately, that our morement pro- 
duced theirs, and that its continued existence is the very breath of their 
life. But, at the same time, they would fain walk on the road, without being 
soiled by too close contact with the rough pioneers who threw it up. They 
are wise and honorable, and their silence is Tery expressive. 

When I speak of their eminent position and acknowledged ability, another 
thought strikes me. Who conyerted these men and their distinguished 
associates ? It is said we have shown neither sagacity in. plans, nor candor 
in discussion, nor ability in argument. Who then or what converted Bub- 
LiNGAHB and Wilson, Svmmeb and Adams, Falfbet and Mann, Chase and 
Hale, and Phillips and QiDDiNas ? Who taught the Christian Register t 
the DaUy Advertiser, and that class of prints, that there were such things as 
a Slave and a Slaveholder in the land, and so gave them some more intelli- 
gent basis than their mere instincts to hate William Llotd Qabrison? 
(Shouts and laughter.) What magic wand was it whose touch made the 
toadying servility of the land start up the real demon that it was, and at the 
same time gathered into the Slave's service the professional ability, ripe ctd- 
ture, and personal integrity that grace the Free Soil ranks ? We never 
argue ! These men, then, were converted by simple denunciation ! They 
were all converted by the "hot," "reckless," "ranting," "bigoted," "fa- 
natic" Gas&ison, who never iroubled himself about facts, nor stopped to 
argue with an opponent, but straightway knocked him down ! (Eoars of 
laughter and cheers.) My old and valued Mend, Mr. Sxtmnbb, often boasts 
that he was a reader of The Liberator before I was. Do not criticise too 
much the agency by which such men were converted. That blade has a 
double edge. Our reckless course — our empty rant — our fanaticism, has 
made Abolitionists of some of the best and ablest men in the land. We are 
inclined to go on, and see if even with such poor tools we cannot make some 
more. (Enthusiastic applause.) Anti-Slavery zeal and the roused con- 
science of the " godless comeouters " made the trembling South demand the 
Fugitive Slave Law ; and the Fugitive Slave Law " provoked" Mrs. Stowb 
to the good work of "Uncle Tom." That is something! (Cheers.) Let 
me say, in passing, that you will nowhere find an earlier or more g^erous 
appreciation, or more flowing eulogy, of these men and their labors, than 
in the columns of The Liberator, No one, however feeble, has ever peeped 
or muttered, in any quarter, that the vigilant eye of the Pioneer has not 
recognised him. He has stretched out the right hand of a most cordial wel- 
come the moment any man's face was turned Zionward. (Loud che^n.) 

I do not mention these things to praise Mr. Qabrison ; I do not stand 
here for that purpose. Tou will not deny — if you do, I can prove it — that 
the movement of the AboUtionists converted these men. Their constituents 
were converted by it. The assault upon the right of petition, upon the right 
to print and speak of Slavery, the denial of the right of Congress over the 
District, the annexation of Texas, the Fugitive Slave Law, were measures 
which the Anti-Slavery movement provoked, and the discussion of which 
has made all the Abolitionists we have. The Anti-Slavery cause, then, con- 
verted these men ; it gave them a constituency ; it gave th^oa. an opportunity 
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to speak, and it gave them a public to listen. The Anti-Slayery cause gaye 
them their yotes, gave them their ofS.ces, furnished them their facts, gaye 
them their audience. If you tell me they cherished all these principles in 
their own breasts before Mr. Gabrison appeared, I can only say, if the Anti- 
Slayery moyement did not giye them their ideas, it surely gaye them the 
courage to utter them. 

In such circumstances, is it not singular that the name of Williaic Lloyd 
Gabkison has neyer be^i pronounced on the floor of the United States Con- 
gress, linked with any epithet but that of contempt I No one of those men 
who owe their ideas, their station, their audience, to him, haye eyer thought 
it worth their while to utter one word in grateful recognition of the power 
that called them into being. When obliged, by the course of their argu- 
ment, to treat the question historically, they can go across the water to 
Clarkson and Wilbebfobce — yes, to a safe salt-water distance. (Laugh- 
ter.) As Daniel Websteb, when he was talking to the farmers of Western 
New York, and wished to contrast Slaye labor and Free labor, did not dare 
to compare New York with Virginia — sister States imd^ the same goy^n^ 
ment, planted by the same race, worshipping at the same altar, speaking the 
same language, — identical in all respects, saye that one in which he wished 
to seek the contrast; but, no; he compared it with Brazil — (cheers and 
laughter,) — the contrast was so close! (Benewed che«c8.) Catholic — 
Protestant; Spanish — Saxon; despotism — municipal institutions; readers 
of Lope de Yega and of Shakspeare ; mutterers of the Mass — children of the 
Bible ! But Virginia is too near home I So is Gabbison I One would haye 
thought there was something in the human breast that would sometimes 
break through poUcy. These noble-hearted men whom I haye named must 
surely haye found quite irksome the constant practice of what Dr. Gabdneb 
used to call ** that despicable yirtue, pntdetu» " ! — (laughter) — one would 
haye thought, when they heard that name spoken with contempt, their ready 
eloquence would haye leaped from its scabbard to ayenge eyen a word that 
threatened him with insult. But it neyer came — neyer! (Sensation.) I 
do not say I blame them. Perhaps they thought they should serye the cause 
better by drawing a broad black line between themselyes and him. Perhaps 
they thought the deyil could be cheated ; — I do not think he can. (Laugh- 
ter and cheers.) 

We are perfectly willing — I am for one — to be the dead lumber that 
shall make a path for these med into the light and loye of the people. We 
hope for nothing better. Use us freely, in any way, for the Slaye. When 
the temple is finished, the tools will not complain that they are thrown 
aside, let who wiU lead up the nation to ** put on the topstone with shout- 
ings.'' But while so mu^h remains to be done, while our little camp is 
beleagured all about, do nothing to weaken his influence, whose sagacity, 
more than any other single man's, has led us up hither, and whose name is 
identified with that moyem^it which the North stiU heeds, and the South 
still fears the most. After all, Mr. Chairman, this is no hard task. We 
know yery well, that, notwithstanding this loud clamor about our harsh 
judgments of men and things> our opinions differ yery little from those of 
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our Free Soil firiends, or of intelligent men generally, when you really get at 
them. It has even been said, that one of that family which has made itself 
so infunonsly conspicuous here, in executing the Fugitive Slave Law, a 
Judge, whose earnest defence of that Law we all heard in Faneuil Hall, did 
himself, but a little while before, arrange for a fugitive to be hid till pursuit 
was OTer. I hope it is true — it would be an honorable inconsistency. And 
if it be not true of him, we know it is of others. Yet it is base to incite 
others to deeds, at which, whenever we are hidden from public notice, our 
own hearts recoil ! But thus we see that when men lay aside the judicial 
ermine, the senator's robe, or the party collar, and sit down in private life, 
you can hardly distinguish their tones from ours. Their eyes seem as 
anointed as our otm. As in Pope's day — 

" At all we laugh th«j laugh, no doubt ; 

The onlj dififerenoe is, we dare laugh out." 

Caution is not always good policy in a caiise like ours. It is said that 
when Napoleon saw the day going against him, he used to throw away all 
the rules of war, and trust himself to the hot impetuosity of his soldiers. 
The masses are governed more by impulse than conviction ; and even were 
it not so, the convictions of most men are on our side, and this will surely 
appear, if we can only pierce the crust of thdr prejudice or indifference. I 
observe that our Free Soil friends never stir their audience so deeply as 
when some individual leaps beyond the platform, and strikes upon the yery 
heart of the people. Men listen to discussions of laws and tactics with omi- 
nous patience. It is when Mr. Sxtmneb, in Faneiiil Hall, avows his determi- 
nation to disobey the Fugitive Slave Law, and cries out, ** I was a man 
before I was a Commissioner," — when Mr. Giddinos says of the fall of 
Slavery, quoting Adams, '< Let it come ; if it must come in blood, yet I say, 
LET IT COME ! " — that their associates on the platform are sure they are 
wrecking the party — while many a heart beneath beats its first pulse of 
Anti-Slavery life. 

These are brave words. When I compare them with the general tone of 
Free Soil men in Congress, I distrust the atmosphere of Washington and of 
politics. These men move about, Sauls and Goliaths among us, taller by 
many a cubit. There they lose port and stature. Mr. Sumnb&'s speech in 
the Senate unsays no part of his Faneuil Hall pledge. But, though discuss- 
ing the same topic, no one would gather froln any word or argument that 
the speaker ever took such ground as he did in Faneuil Hall. It is aU 
through, the hw, the manner of the surrender, not the surrender itself^ of 
the Slave that he objects to. As my Mend Mr. Pillsbvkt so forcibly says, 
BO far as anything in the speech shows, he puts the Slave behind the jury 
trial, behind the haheca corjna act, and behind the new interpretation of the 
Constitution, and says to the Slave claimant — «Tou must get through all 
these, before you reach him ; but if you can get through all these, you may 
have him I " It was no tone like this which made the old Hall rock ! Not 
if he got through twelve jury trials, and forty habeas corpus acts, and Con- 
slitutionB built high as yonder monument, would he permit so much as the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 125 

shadow of the little finger of the Slave daimant to touch the Slave ! (Great 
applause.) At least, so he was understood. In an elaborate discussion by 
the leader of the political Anti-Slavery party, of the whole topic of Fugi- 
tive Slaves, you do not find one protest against the surrender itself, one 
frank expression on the constitutional clause, or any indication o£ the speak- 
er's final purpose, should any one be properly claimed under that provision. 
It was under no such uncertain trumpet that the Anti-Slavery host was 
originally marshalled. The tone is that of the German soldiers whom Na- 
poleon routed. They did not care, they said, for the defeat, but only that 
they were not beat according to rule. (Laughter and cheers.) Mr. Mann, 
in his speech February 15, 1850, says : — "The STATES BEING SEPA- 
RATED, I WOULD AS SOON BETUBN MT OWN SBOTHER OB SISTEB INTO 
BONDAGE, AS I WOULD BETUBN A FUaiTIVB SLAVE. BeFOBB GoD, AND 
ChBIST, and ALL ChBISTIAN MEN, THET ABE MT BBOTHEBS AND 8ISTEBS." 

"What a condition ! from the Hps, too, of a champion of the Higher Law ! 
Whether the States be separate or imited, neither my brother nor any other 
man's brother shall, with my consent, go back to bondage. (Enthusiastic 
cheers.) So speaks the heart — Mr. Mann's version is that of the politician. 

Mr. Mann's recent speech in August, 1852, has the same non-committal 
tone to which I have aUuded in Mr. Sumnbb's. While professing, in the 
most eloquent terms, his loyalty to the Higher Law, Mr. Suthbbland 
asked — *• Is there, in Mr. Mann's opinion, any conflict between that Higher 
Law and the Constitution ? If so, what is it ? If not so, why introduce 
an irrelevant topic into the debate ? " Mr. Mann avoided nny reply, and 
asked not to be interrupted! Is that the frankness which becomes an 
Abolitionist ^ Can such concealment help any cause ? The design of Mr. 
Suthbbland is evident. If Mr. Mann had allowed there was no conflict 
between the Higher Law and the Constitution, all his remarks were futile, 
and out of order. But if he asserted that any such conflict existed, how 
did he justify himself in swearing to support that instrument ^ — a question 
our Free Soil friends are slow to meet. Mr. Mann saw the dilemma, and 
avoided it by silence ! 

The same speech contains the usual deprecatory assertions that Free Soil- 
ers have no wish to interfere with Slavery in the States ; that they " consent 
to let Slavery remain where it is." If he means that he, Hobace Mann, a 
moral and accountable being, <* consents to let Slavery remain where it is," 
all the rest of his speech is sound and fury, signifying nothing. If he means 
that he, Hobaob Mann, as a politician and party man, consents to that, but, 
elsewhere and otherwise, will do his best to abolish this « all-comprehending 
wickedness of Slavery, in which every wrong and every crime has its natu- 
ral home " — then he should have plainly said so. Otherwise, his disclaimer 
is but an imworthy trick, which could have deceived none. He must have 
known that all the South care for is the action, not in what capacity the deed 
is done. 

Mr. GiDDiNGS is more oardfol in his statement ; but, judged by his speech 
on the " Platforms," how little does he seem to understand either his own 
duty, or the true philosophy of the cause he serves ! He says — 
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** We, Sir, woitld drive the Slaye question firom discussion in tiiis HalL 
It never had a constitutional existence here. Separate this Govermnent 
from all interference with Slavery ; let the Federal Power wash its hands 
from that institution ; let us purify ourselves from its contagion ; leave it 
with the States, who alone have the power to sustain it — then, Sir, will 
agitation cease in regard to it here ; thai we shall have nothing more to do 
with it ; our tune will be no more occupied with it ; and, like a band of 
freemen, a band of brothers, we could meet here, and legislMe for the pros- 
perity, iJie improvement of mankind, for the elevation of our race." 

Mr. SiniNEB speaks in the same strain. He says — 

« The time will come when Courts or Congress wiJl declare, that nowhere 
under the Constitution can man hold property in man. For the republic, 
such a decree will be the way of peace and safety. As Slavery is banished 
from the National jurisdiction, it will cease to vex our National politics. It 
may linger in the States as a local institution, but it will no longer endanger 
nationid animosities when it no longer demands national support." * * * 
" For himself, he knows no better aim imder the Constitution than to bring 
the Government back to the precise position which it occupied " when it 
was launched. 

This seems to me a very mistaken strain. Whenever Slavery is banished 
frx)m our National jurisdiction, it wiU be a momientous gain, a vast stride. 
But let us not mistake the half-way house for the end of the journey. I 
need not say that it matters not to Abolitionists under what special law 
Slavery exists. Thar battle lasts while it exists anywhere, and I doubt not 
Mr. SuMNEB and Mr. Giddinos feel thanselves enlisted for the whole war. 
I will even suppose, what ndther of these gentlemen states, that their plan 
includes not only that Slavery shall be abolished in the District and Territo- 
ries, but that the Slave basis of representation shall be struck from the 
Constitution, and the Slave-surrender clause construed away. But even 
then, does Mr. Giddinos or Mr. Sxthnbk reaUy believe that Slavery, exist- 
ing in its f^ force in the States, ** will cease to vex our national politics ? " 
Can they point to any State where a powerful oUgarohy, possessed of im- 
mense wealth, has ever existed, without attempting to meddle in the govern- 
ment ? Even now, do not manufacturing, banking, and commercial capital 
perpetually vex our politics ? Why should not Slave capital exert the same 
influence ? Do they imagine that a hundred thousand men, possessed of 
two tkoueand miUione of dollars, which they feel the spirit of the age is seek- 
ing to tear from their grasp, will not eagerly catch at all the support they 
can obtain by getting the control of the Government ? In a land where the 
doUar is almighty, « where the sin of not being rich is only atoned for by 
the effort to become so," do they doubt that such an oligarchy will generally 
succeed? Besides, banking and manufacturing capital are not urged by 
despair to seek a controlling influence in politics. They know they are 
about equally safe, whichever party rules — that no party wishes to legislate 
their rights away. Slave property knows that its being allowed to exist de- 
pends on its having the virtual control of the Government. Its constant 
presence in politics is dictated, thcrefcwe, by despair as well as by the wish 
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to secure fresh privileges. Money» lioweyer, is not the only strength of the 
Slave Power. That indeed were enough in an age when capitalists are our 
feudal barons. But, though driven entirely from National shelter, the Slave- 
holders would have the strength of old associations, and of peculiar laws in 
their own States, which gives those States wholly into thdr hands. A 
weaker prestige, fewer privileges, and less comparative wealth, have enabled 
the British aristocracy to rule England for two centuries, though the root 
of their strength was cut at Naseby. It takes ages for deeply rooted insti- 
tutions to die. And driving Slavery into the States will hardly be our 
Naseby. Whoever, therefore, lays the flattering unction to his soul, that 
while Slavery exists anywhere in the States, our legislators will sit down 
" like a band of brothers," — unless they are all Slaveholding brothers, — is 
doomed to find himself wofully mistaken. Mr. Adams, ten years ago, re- 
fused to sanction this doctrine of his Mend, Mr. Giddings, combating it 
ably and eloquently in his well-known reply to Ingebsoix. Though Mr. 
Adams touches on but one point, the principle he lays down has many oth^ 
applications. 

But is Mr. Giddings willing to sit down with Slaveholders, ** like a band 
of brothers,'' knowing all the time that they are tyrants at home, and not 
seek to use the common strength to protect their victims ? Does he not 
know that it is impossible for Free States and Slave States to unite under 
any form of Constitution, no matter how clean the parchment may be, with- 
out the compact resulting in new strength to the Slave system ? It is the 
unimpaired strength of Massachusetts and New York, and the youthful vigor 
of Ohio, that, even now, enable bankrupt Carolina to hold up the institution. 
Every nation must maintain peace within her limits. No government can 
exist which does not fulfil that function. When we say the Union wiU 
maintain peace in Carolina, that being a Slave State, what does ** peace " 
mean ? It means keeping the Slave beneath the heel of his master. Now, 
even on the principle of two wrongs making a right, if we put this great 
weight of a common government into the scale of the Slaveholder, we are 
boimd to add something equal to the Slave's side. But, no ; Mr. Giddings 
is content to give the Slaveholder the irresistible and organic help of a com- 
mon government, and bind himself to utter no word, and move not a finger, 
in his civil capacity, to help the Slave ! An Abolitionist would find himself 
not much at home, I fancy, in that *< band of brothers " ! 

And Mr. Sumneb ** knows no better aim, imder the Constitution, than to 
bring back the Government" to where it was in 1789 ! Has the voyage 
been so very honest and prosperous a one, in his opinion, that his only wish 
is to start again with the same ship, the same crew, and the same sailing or- 
ders ? Grant all he claims, as to the state of public opinion, the intentions 
of leading men, and the form of our institutions at that period ; still, with 
all these checks on wicked men, and helps to good ones, here we are, accord- 
ing to his own showing, ruled by Slavery, tainted to the core with Slavery, 
and binding the infamous Fugitive Slave Law like an honorable frontlet on 
our brows ! The more accurate and truthful his glowing picture of the pub- 
lic virtue of 1789, the stronger my argument. If even all those great patri- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



128 APPENDIX. 

ots, and all that enthusiasm for justice and liberty, did not ayail to keep ns 
safe in such a Union, what -will ? In such desperate circumstances, can his 
statesmanship devise no better aim than to try the same experiment over 
again, under precisely the same conditions? What new guarantees does 
he propose to prevent the voyage from being turned again into a piratical 
Slave-trading cruise ? None ! Have sixty years taught us nothing ? In 
1660, the English thought, in recalling Charles 11., that the memory of that 
scaffold which had once darkened the windows of Whitehall, would be guar- 
antee enough for his good behaviour, fiut, spite of the spectre, Charles II. 
repeated Charles L, and James outdid him. Wiser by this experience, when 
the nation, in 1689, got another chance, they trusted to no guarantees, but 
so arranged the very elements of their government, that William IIL could 
not repeat Charles I. Let us profit by the lesson. These nustakes of lead- 
ing men merit constant attention. Such remarks, as those I have quoted, 
uttered from the high places of political life, however carefully guarded, 
have a sad influence on the rank and file of the party. By such speeches 
and avowals, the Free SoU presses are encouraged to advise, as in Ohio, that 
we should be satisfied to have Slaves sent back, for the present, by State 
authority and jury trials ; holding out the hope that thus we shall sooner 
and more readily abolish the whole system. The Anti-Slavery awakening 
has cost too many years and too much labor to risk letting its energy be 
turned into a wrong channel, or balked by fruitless experiments. Neither 
the Slave nor the country must be cheated a second time. 

Mr. Chairman, when I remember the grand port of these men elsewhere, 
and witness this confusion of ideas, and veiling of their proud crests to party 
necessities, they seem to me to lose in Washington something of their old 
giant proportions. How often have we witnessed this change ! It seems 
the inevitable result of political life imder any government, but especially 
imder ours : and we are surprised at it in these men, only because we fondly 
hoped they would be exceptions to the general rule. It was Chamfobt, I 
think, who first likened a Republican Senate House to Milton's Pandemo- 
nium ; — another proof of the rare insight French writers have shown in 
criticising Republican Institutions. The Capitol at Washington always 
brings to my mind that other Capitol, which in Milton's great Epic ** rose 
like an exhalation " ** from the burning marl " — that towered palace, ** with 
starry lamps and blazing cressets " hung — with "roof of fretted gold" and 
stately height, its hall « like a covered field." Tou remember, Sir, the host 
of archangels gathered round it, and how thick the airy crowd 

" Swarmed and were straitened ; tUI, the signal given, 
Behold a wonder ! They bat now who seemed 
In bigness to surpass earth's giant sons, 
Now less than smaUeet dwarft, in narrow room 
Throng namberless, like that pygmean race 
Beyond the Indian mount ; or fiEiiry elves, 
Whose midnight revels, by a forest side 
Or fountain, some belated peasant sees. 

****** 
Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 
Reduced their shapes immense, and were at large, 
Though without number still, amid the hall 
Of that infbmal court." 
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Mr. Chairman, they got no farther than the hall ! (Cheers.) They were 
not, in the current phrase, " a healthy party ! " The healthy party, — the 
men who made no compromise in order to come under that arch, — Milton 
describes further on, where he says — 



' But fax within, 



And in thdr own dimensions, like ttiemselves, 
Tlie great seraphic lords and cherubim, 
In close recess and secret conclave, sa\ ; 
A thousand demi-gods on golden seats 
Frequent and ftiU." 

These were the healthy party ! (Loud applause.) These are the Casses 
and the Houstonb, the Footes and the Soules, the Clays, the Webstebs 
and the Douglases, that bow no lofty forehead in the dust, but can find 
ample room and yerge enough under the Constitution. Our friends go down 
there, and must be dwarfed into pigmies before they can find space within 
the lists ! (Cheers.) 

It woidd be superfluous to say that we grant the entire sincerity and true- 
heartedness of these men. But in critical times, when a wrong step entails 
most disastrous consequences, to ** mean well ** is not enough. Sincerity is 
no shield for any man from the criticism of his fellow-laborers. I do not 
fear that such men as these will take offence at our discussion of their views 
and conduct. Long years of hard labor, in which we have borne at least 
our share, have resulted in a golden opportunity. How to use it, friends 
differ. Shall we stand courteously silent, and let these men play out the 
play, when, to our thinking, their plan will slacken the zeal, balk the hopes, 
and waste the efforts of the Slave's friends ? No ! I know Charles Sum- 
neb's love for the cause so well, that I am sure he will welcome my criticism 
whenever I deem his counsel wrong ; that he will hail every effort to serve 
our common client more efficiently. (Great cheering.) It is not his honor 
nor mine that is at issue ; not his feeling nor mine that is to be consulted. 
The only question for either of us is, What in these golden moments can be 
done — where can the hardest blow be struck } (Loud applause.) I hope I 
am just to Mr. Sumneb ; I have known him long, and honor him. I know 
his genius — I honor his virtues ; yet i^ from his high place, he sends out 
coimsels which I think dangerous to the cause, I am bound to raise my 
voice against them. I do my duty in a private communication to him first, 
then in public to his friends and mine. The friendship that will not bear 
this criticism is but the frost-work of a winter's morning, which the sun 
looks upon and it is gone. His friendship will survive all that I say of him, 
and mine will survive all that he shall say of me ; and this is the only way 
in which the Anti-Slavery cause can be served. Truth, success, victory, 
triumph over the obstacles that beset us — this is all either of us wants. 
(Cheers.) 

If all I have said to you is imtrue, if I have exaggerated, explain to me 
this fact. In 1831, Mr. Gabbison commenced a paper advocating the doc- 
trine of immediate emancipation. He had against him the thirty thousand 
churches and all the clergy of the country — its wealth, its commerce, its 
press. In 1831, what was the state of things ? There was the most eniaxe 
17 
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ignorance and apathy on the Slave question. If men knew of the existence 
of Slavery, it was only as a part of picturesque Virginia life. No one 
preached, no one talked, no one wrote about it. No whisper of it stirred 
the surface of the political sea. The Church heard of it occasionally, when 
some Colonization agent asked funds to send the blacks to AMca. Old 
school books tainted with some Anti-Slavery selections, had passed out of 
use, and new ones were compiled to siiit the times. Soon as any dissent 
from the prevailing faith appeared, every one set himself to crush it. The 
pulpits preached at it : the press denoimced it : mobs tore down houses, 
threw presses into the fire and the stream, and shot the editors : religious 
conventions tried to smother it : parties arrayed themselves against it. 
Daniel Websteb boasted in the Senate, that he had never introduced the 
subject of Slavery to that body, and never would. Mr. Clat, in 1839, 
makes a speech for the Presidency, in which he says, that to discuss the 
subject of Slavery is moral treason, and that no man has a right to introduce 
the subject into Congress. Mr. Benton, in 1844, laid down his platform, 
and he not only denies the right, but asserts he never has and never will 
discuss the subject. Yet Mr. Clay, from 1839 down to his death, hardly 
made a remarkable speech of any kind, except on Slavery. Mr. "Websteb, 
having indulged now and then in a little easy rhetoric, as at Niblo's and 
elsewhere, opens his mouth in 1840, generously contributing his aid to both 
sides, and stops talking about it only when death closes his lips. Mr. Ben- 
ton's six or eight speeches in the United States Senate have all been on the 
subject of Slavery in the Southwestern section of the country, and form the 
basis of whatever claim he has to the character of a statesman, and he owes 
his seat in the next Congress somewhat, perhaps, to Anti-Slavery preten- 
sions ! The Whig and Democratic parties pledged themselves just as em- 
phatically against the Anti-Slavery discussion — against agitation and free 
S|)eech. These men said, " It shan't be talked about, it won't be talked 
about ! " These are your statesmen ! — men who understand the present, 
that is, and moidd the future ! The man who understands his own time, 
and whose genius moulds the future to his views, he is a statesman, is he 
not ? These men devoted themselves to banks, to the tariff, to internal im- 
provements, to constitutional and financial questions. They said to Slavery 
— " Back ! no entrance here 1 We pledge ourselves against you." And 
then there came up a humble printer boy, who whipped them into the tra- 
ces, and made them talk, like Hotspur's starling, nothing but Slavery. He 
scattered all these gigantic shadows — tariff, bank, constitutional questions, 
financial questions — and Slavery, like the colossal head in Walpole's ro- 
mance, came up and filled the whole political horizon ! (Enthusiastic 
applause.) Yet you must remember he is not a statesman ; he is a " fanat- 
ic." He has no discipline — Mr. " Ion " says so ; he does not understand 
the " discipline that is essential to victory " ! This man did not understand 
his own time — he did not know what the future was to be — he was not 
able to shape it — he had no ** prudence " — he had no " foresight " ! 
Daniel Websteb says, ♦* I have never introduced this subject, and never 
will" — and died broken-hearted because he had not been able to talk 
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enough about it. Benton says, "I will never speak of Slavery" — and 
lives to break with his party on this issue ! Mr. Clay says it is ** moral 
treason ** to introduce the subject into Congress, and lives to see Congress 
turned into an Anti-Slavery Debating Society, to suit the purpose of one 
" too powerful individual ** ! 

These were statesmen, mark you ! Two of them have gone to their graves 
covered with eulogy ; and our national stock of eloquence is all insufficient 
to describe how profo\md and feur-reaching was the sagacity of Daniel 
Websteb ! Kemember who it was that said, in 1831, *< I am in earnest — I 
wiU not equivocate — I will not excuse — I will not retreat a single inch — 
and I will be heard ! ** (Bepeated cheers.) That speaker has lived twenty- 
two years, and the complaint of twenty-three millions of people is, " Shall 
we never hear of anything but Slavery ? " (Cheers.) I heard Dr. Kibk, of 
Boston, say in his own pulpit, when he returned from London — where he 
had been as a representative to the " Evangelical Alliance " — "I went up 
to London, and they asked me what I thought of the question of immediate 
emancipation? They examined us all. Is an American never to travel 
anywhere in the world, but men wiU throw this troublesome question in his 
face ? '' Well, it is aU his fault [pointing to Mb. Gabbison.] (Enthusiastic 
cheers.) 

Now, when we come to talk of statesmanship, of sagacity in choosing time 
and measures, of endeavor, by proper means, to right the public mind, of 
keen insight into the present and potent sway over the future, it seems to 
me that the Abolitionists, who have taken — whether for good or for ill, 
whether to their discredit or to their praise — this country by the four cor- 
ners, and shaken it imtil you can hear nothing but Slavery, whether you 
travel in raUroad or steamboat, whether you enter the hall of legislation or 
read the columns of a newspaper — it seems to me that such men may point 
to the present aspect of the nation, to their originally avowed purpose, to 
the pledges and efforts of all your great men against them, and then let you 
determine to which side the credit of sagacity and statesmanship belongs. 
Napoleon busied himself, at St. Helena, in showing how Wellington ought 
not to have conquered at Waterloo. The world has never got time to listen 
to the explanation. Sufficient for it that the Allies entered Paris. Jix like 
manner, it seems hardly the province of a defeated Church and State to deny 
the skill of measures by which they have been conquered ! 

It may sound strange to some, this claim for Mr. Gabrison of a profound 
statesmanship. Men have heard him styled a mere fanatic so long, that they 
are incompetent to judge him fairly. " The phrases men are accustomed," 
says Goethe, << to repeat incessantly, end by becoming convictions, and ossify 
the organs of intelligence." I cannot accept you, therefore, as my jury. I 
appeal from Festus to Csesar ; from the prejudice of our streets to the com- 
mon sense of the world, and to your children. 

Every thoughtful and \mprejudiced mind must see that such an evU as 
Slavery will yield only to the most radical treatment. If you consider the 
work we have to do, you wiU not think us needlessly aggressive, or that we 
dig down unnecessarily deep in laying the fo\mdations of our enterprise. 
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A money power of two thousand millipns of dollars, as the prices of Slaves 
now range, held by a small body of able and desperate men ; that body 
raised into a political aiistocracy by special constitutional proyisions ; cotton, 
the product of Slave labor, forming the basis of our whole foreign commerce, 
and the commercial class thus subsidized ; the press bought up, the pulpit 
reduced to yassalage, the heart of the common people chilled by a bitter 
prejudice against the black race ; our leading men bribed, by ambition, either 
to ffllence or open hostility — in such a land, on what shall an Abolitionist 
rely ? On a lew cold prayers, mere lip service, and never from the heart P 
On a Church Bescdution, hidd^i often in its records, and meant only as a 
decent cover for servility in daily practice ? On political parties, with their 
superficial influence at best, and seeking, ordinarily, only to use existing 
prejudices to the best advantage ? Slavery has deeper root here than any 
aristocratic institution has in Europe ; and Politics is but the common pulse- 
beat of which. Revolution is the fever spasm. Yet we have seen European 
aristocracy survive storms which seemed to reach down to the primal strata 
of European life. Shall we then trust to mere Politics where even Revolu- 
tion has fjEiiled? How shall the stream rise above its fountain? Where 
shall our Church organizaticms or parties get strength to attack tbelr great 
parent and moulder, the Slave Power ? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, why hast thou made me thus ? The old jest of one who 
tried to lift himself in his own basket, is but a tame picture of the man wbo 
imagines that, by woridng solely through existing sects and parties, he can 
destroy Slavey. Mechanics say nothing but an earthquake, strong enough 
to move all Egypt, can bring down the Pyramids. 

Experience has confirmed these views. The Abolitionists who have acted 
on them have a " short method " with all unbelievers. They have but to 
point to their own success, in contrast with every other man's feilure. To 
wakoDL t^e nation to its real state, and chain it to the consideration of this 
one duty, is half the work. So much we have done. Slavery has been made 
the question of this generation. To startle the South to madness, so that 
every step she takes, in her blindness, is one step more toward ruin, is much^ 
This we have done. Witness Texas and the Fugitive Slave Law. To have 
elaborated for the nation the only plan of redemption, pointed out the only 
Exodus from this <* sea of troubles/' is much. This we claim to have done 
in our motto of Imicbdiate, Unconditional Emancipation on the Son.. 
The closer any statesmanlike mind looks into the question, the more favor 
our plan finds with it. The Christian asks fEorly of the Infidel, ** If this Re- 
ligion be not from God, how do you explain its triumph, and the history of 
the first three centuries ? ** Our question is similar. If our agitation has 
not be^i wisely planned and conducted, explain for us the history of the last 
twenty years ! Experience is a safe light to walk by, and he is not a rash 
man who expects success in future from the same means which have secured 
it in times past. 
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NOTE. 



Since the publication of my speech in The Liberaior, delivered at the last 
Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, Mrs. Stowb 
has, very kindly, addressed me a letter, firom which I extract all relating to 
Dr. Beecher : — 

" Ohe part of your speech occasioned me pain. You know what it is, I 
presume, and you will be glad, I also presume, to find that you have over- 
stated the subject. I will give you the facts of the case, and leave it to 
your own honorable mind to judge what abatement should be made in the 
case. My father did not silence the discussion in Lane Seminary. Those 
resolutions of the Trustees were not passed at his request, either expressed 
or implied. They were passed while he and my husband were here in New 
England. They were passed with such determination, and in such a state 
of feeling, that they had no choice, except to throw up their professorships 
or submit to them. My father being, as you know, in the advance party of 
the church in theology, was at that time as much a persecuted man in the 
Presbyterian church, as Wm. Lloyd Garrison has been in the world. Such 
bitter, unscrupulous enmity, such bigotry, such persecution, can only be 
paralleled in tjie history of the Abolitionists. To destroy his influence, to 
detach from him all his friends, to break down the Listitution he was trying 
to build, and to force him away from the Western country, these were the 
objects in view. Theodore Weld's enthusiasm, and the whirlwind of 
excitement which he produced, were equally welcomed by this party as so 
much capital to be used against him. With all credit to my good brother 
Theodore, I must say that prudence is not his forte, and that there was a 
plentiful lack of that useful article in all those worthy reformers. I sym- 
pathise most cordially in that generous contempt for prudence, which seems 
to be a necessary part of young Luthers ; but I cannot help seeing that the 
want of it was rather unfortunate in that crisis. It seems to me, that it is 
not necessary always to present a disagreeable subject in the most disagree- 
able way possible, and needlessly to shock prejudices which we must combat 
at any rate. That, however, is a matter of opinion : I will not insist upon 
it. But the simple question before my father was, either to give up the en- 
terprise of Lane Seminary, or to submit temporarily to those regulations. 
So much for that." 

I gladly give Dr. Beecher the benefit of this statement by his daughter, 
and well recollect how every free heart sympathised with him in his conflict 
1 
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with bigoted and imscrapiiloiis foes. But, with, all respect for Mrs. Stowe, 
I cannot see that the facta she states form any excuse for his conduct as 
President of Lane Seminary. They seem to me to deepen the fault. The 
students at the Seminary were not school-boys, but of mature age, and 
some of them graduates of other Colleges, preparing for the ministry. At 
no time did their AntL-Slavery labors or discussions interfere with their reg- 
ular studies, lead them to omit a recitation, or to break the established rules 
of the Institution. Such men the Trustees forbade either to discuss the 
Slave question in public, or to converse about it in private ! They issued 
this order in deference to a corrupt public opinion, and from fear of a mob. 
Surely this was to sacrifice the Slave to the welfare of the Seminary. 

In these circumstances, Mrs. Stowe says Dr. Beecheb, submitted to these 
orders, which he had neither requested nor advised, in order to disarm his 
Presbyterian enemies, and save the Institution. That is, against his own 
judgment, he sacrificed the Slave to his own standing with his sect, and to 
the welfare of Lane Seminary. This is just what the clergy of the United 
States are doing at the present moment. Few hate the Slave for his own 
sake. They only sacrifice his rights to their own popularity, to their sect or 
party, — to something they like better, or value more. Those familiar with 
the history of Lane Seminary will bear me out in the assertion, that what- 
ever was Dr. Beecher's conduct or language in private, he pursued such a 
course of action, that the public inferred, had a right to infer, and could not 
but infer, that his heart was with the Trustees. When, after leaving the 
Seminary, the young men began to lecture on Slavery, in that neighborhood, 
Dr. Beecheb's name and course were quoted by professing Christians as a 
reason for refusing to give them a hearing. 

We have neyes asked that any man, or body of men, should devote them- 
selves exclusively to the Anti-Slavery cause. But we have claimed that 
they should give it a fair share of attention; and, above all, that they 
should never repudiate or deny it, even for an hour, in order to save or to 
increase their own popularity, or build up a favorite project. All good 
causes are a brotherhood. We have no right to repudiate one, or to sacrifice 
its claims, that we may be more able to serve another. Indeed, this is not 
possible, as the result at Lane Seminary shows. The Institution began to 
die from that hour. 

With regard to Mr. Weld's "prudence," justice to him requires a word. 
No reformer has ever been thought prudent by his cotemporaries, not even 
those who turned the world upside down eighteen himdred years ago. But, 
during that very visit to New England, to which Mrs. Stowe refers, at the 
very moment the Trustees were passing their Resolutions, Dr. Beecher, 
who had but just left the Seminary, was extolling, in unmeasured terms, the 
devotedness, fidelity, attention, and general good conduct of these very 
students. And since Dr. Beecher was himself opposed to the Resolutions, 
we have the support of his judgment, on the spot and at the time, that they 
were not necessary. Whoever wishes to inquire further wiU find the whole 
struggle painted in the Defence put forth by the Trustees, and the Statement 
published by the students. 
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The letter goes on : — 

** Second. It is not true that * in ecclesiastical discussions, subsequent to 
this time, the weight. of his heavy hand has always been felt against the 
Slaye/ The Cincinnati Presbytery, of which he, and my husban(£ and the 
other professors were leading members, actually have taken higher Anti- 
Slavery ground, and used more vigorous Anti-Slavery action, than any 
ecclesiastical body in the United States, except the Quakers ; and this was 
done with my father's concurrence and consent. This ground was the 
deposing of Mr. Gbaham from the ministry, for defending Slavery from 
the Bible. This was the almost unanimous vote of the Cincinnati Presby- 
tery, and it was confirmed by the Cincinnati Synod. Mr. Graham appealed 
to tiie General Assembly, and the Assembly reversed the action, and 
recommended, to the Presbytery to restore him. Prof. Allen, of Lane 
Seminary, who was on the floor of the Assembly at the time, told the 
General Assembly they might rely upon it that the Cincinnati Presbytery 
would never retrace their steps; and so it proved. Mr. Graham was 
obliged to go to the Old School Church. You will observe, that an impor- 
tant principle was established here, which, had it been observed, would have 
kept the Church free from complicity with Slaveholders. 

" Your remark with regard to blood is certainly true. If I have had any 
Anti-Slavery proclivities, I got them very early in life from my father's 
sermons and prayers, at the time of the discussion of the Missouri question. 
I shall never forget the deep feeling he showed when he heard of the 
admission of Missouri. It was as if he had sustained some great personal 
calamity. ^ 

"These facts I lay before you. You can make any use you please oi 
them." 

I joyfully accord to Dr. Bebcheb all the merit which concurrence in the 
movement against Mr. Gbaham deserves. How low must the general 
Church have fallen, when we are glad to confess that the sta^id made by 
that Presbytery was a noble one, and does them great honor ; while it was 
only to forbid a dergyman to defend ^avery from the Bible ! If, howevear, 
he is to be praised for ** concurring " in the good deed of that Presbytery, of 
which he was but a simple member, surely, he is still more to be held 
accountable for the evil decree of the Trustees of Lane Seminary, to which 
he not only gave, in public, his ** concurrence," but, as President of the 
Faculty, carried it into execution. . If my language, as quoted, is too strong, 
I should willingly qualify it. But Dr. Beecheb has, for twenty-five years, 
occupied a very prominent position, and exerted a most commanding influ- 
ence. During that time, there have been, in fact, but two parties, on this 
question. The Pro-Slavey world. Church and State, is one : the Anti- 
Slavery body is the other. I can appeal to every laborer in the Anti.- Slavery 
cause to say, whether, during those yeairs. Dr. Beecher's influence ]ias ever 
been distinctly felt on the Slave's side } Whether it has not always been 
thrown into the scale of a Church, then arid now a Pro-Slavery body ? I 
think I do not misrepresent when I say, that his first public, explicit word 
in behalf of the Anti-Slavery cause is yet to be uttered. 

WENDELL PHILLIPS. 
Boston, March 4, 1853. 
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CORRECTIONS, 



In eniiinerating essays on the practical working of the Slaye system, I 
ought to have named a very full and valuable one — " Slavery and the 
Internal Slave Trade in the United States," prepared for the World's 
Convention, by T. D. Weld and others, and published, at London, in 1841. 

The Anti-Slavery construction of the Constitution was ably argued in 
1836, two years earlier than I have dated it, in the " Anti-Slavery Magazine," 
by Samuel J. May ; one of the very first to seek the side of Mr. Gabrison, 
and pledge to the Slave his life and efforts — a pledge which more than 
twenty years of devoted labors have nobly redeemed. 

The allusion on page 28, to the Free Soil press of Ohio, should be erased, 
as it is incorrect. On page 12, Dr. Channing should be quoted aA prono\mc- 
ing Mr. "Weld's Essay "one of the ablest pamphlets from the American 
press." My request to have the words " imworthy trick," struck out from 
the paragraph relating to Mr. Mann, page 25, reached the printer too late. 
I intended to say only that the disclaimer was \mworthy of Mr. Mann. 

On page 6, fourteenth line from the top, for duUf read dumb, 

W. P. 
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CONSTITUTION 



PREAMBLE. 

WImkHi Wtt beUute tlmfc l!3iiiiVL«ip k lAihUtTikry to tlie |jn.wptj» uf ChfLittimlLyT daiiKiToafi to the 
ntiurtkHii2ftlioeoiint.o't A>iii3 (jugbt Ituutv<]lMtily to tie abalbahcd; niid wliii^rtjiifl, we belltivt^ tbat 
the cltlBGiDi dl New KarUui^l not only tiaro tbc right to protect :isaliiit % but uj^umter the* b^^h- 
eflt oliltgBlHinff 10 fcetfk itii rraioriU bv ii mfintl Ifinucncx;; find wbc^i^ju wti bf^llev^ that tbo Tree 
peaplc Df color ftre unrightoftiwlj opprt'euwd^ and stantl tn need ofovir ftymjiatlij and benGroIgiit 
qtM?pt.Tfl.tlon ; (iicrefore, recngntjirjg the iqjipired dcvtiLmUon tlml God ^''hiitti niudci af one blood 
all uadonB of ciqq for to ili/rq:LI on nil thu £M?t> of tbe oarth4'' and in (pb^idJcDrc: toour ^aviDiir^ 
pildun rule, *' AH thlag? wtirUsocvbr yq Tould tliBt iDPa ahouM ilo to yon, do ye even bo to 
them ; '' wi! ain^d: to fos^tti mirbitvlfj^ iiitoa ^^iscicty, and to be go^nimci] by ihc fb! lowing 

CONSTITTJTIOK. 

AuTicLj; L Tlib >Sn.lt:t^ rsKuH Ih: calkd llir;' tlr]«uducUtLf*utC« Autl^^i^kvury 7J«j«^t.'r ^ uJii> Ii .«<l:iii]J ba 
anxiliiLry hi the Atne)ri<Nia Antl^SIavePf Eoctsity* 

AitT. 2. The object of tljc Siirlc^^^y fihftll be, (tk undeavor bjr ftU nifiaiu iADj^UoioM by Inw, bu- 
manlty, mud r^ll!^!ot]|, to tETci^t tile ftbolUton ikf *SlHLrory In tM Unltf^ Ptate«j to iinpfQvii tbtj 
L'hELTULHer ami ootidifkiu of tlie few reoplf' of robi', to Inform (tod rorrcct piibUfl ojiIdiou In rvla- 
doti to tliulr dltiiatjon and rv^Ut^y and obtula for thorn cqnnl dfU and poUticiil tights Hnd prlvt- 
k'ge* with the whiter. 

AiiT. 3. Any pciiKiti bf tigiuiig thu CunftittitionT aaiii Imylng to the Treu»Df%r fllltmn dollarct 
lUi EL hfii £ab!3(.'r]|>t{0U| or cmfididtnr anuuntl>'. ithall be couJiIdifrtMl a m4;>iitlK<r nf the Boriotj^ and 
iintkL'd ttf a mps ot hII ltd oHklul pitbHcAtfouft. 

Ai»i 4» I'hu nlDeetii t^tlic Snclety »ti&U be a Fnradefit^ Tko Preq^dctita^ & Qoifretiponding Sec- 
rt'tury^ u Kocordttig H^ccrtitaly^ 4 T]ncii»ureTf au AnditoTi aad twdfe CoumcllDin^, who Hhill b« 
bIccU^ aoDEially^ hy bidlot^ on the fourth Wcsdnesdny Df JB^nujij-y, or liubspqiica^y by adyoufn- 
uipnt^ and Mhall hold ihttlc ^e^^cHve office until otlieiv are clicticiii. 

Art, 5. The n^nigoini^ offlt'crj i^ball eomttltute u Boiu^of Miinn|^i»« to wh<3in Bhallbe eittrittt' 
cd the dkpftsltlou of (ho ftiriiMj and the mniiag^iiiaeut of the eoficernxJ of the &acipty. They phall 
I1RT& power to ujui^e their own by-la Wf, to lill nuv vncanry which may occur m their Utiaid^ and 
to ^piijloy 4»;ente. Uf jirfJTQOto th<5 ohjecti*of tli(> Soeloty. 

Alit. (J. Them f^haJI bp » pqblic Hii*i>i:ii]g of (lie SoeUH^y iiuuuaUyi. on thu fbtirth of Jautmry, nt 
which the Eourd of Monaguni jskiill make n Report of thtu* diiiiip for (ho past yem-j and of the 
1tl{^DJne, expuudUnrf!?^ and funde uftLiju Sooioty* 

Aa7. T. The TiKi^iiiaiit Ahall ]3 reside at nil tneethip of the Hocloty^ and of the Uouxl of Mium^ 
gerdj or in hi.^ abt^-nre, oim of tho Vke Pr^jtidnsntftf or in their ab^eni'e a Preaiileni; pro ttiitu 

Art. 8^ Thi^ Oori:uKiioodln(j^ Secretiiry shan t^^colre nud keep all coiumonjeatioiis or pubUca- 
lion^ directed to Ihi^ t^c'ietyr and transuut tht:j>«e i^U'Sd by tham^ and E^lmU cuFro^jKind "viiiU flm 
u^nts or any other botUe^ or hullvldujili}^ ivccord^ng to the dipucUoiiM of tko Swioty or tlio Man- 
agers. 

Art. W. The Beeopding fikjaretary eball ntjtify ail tdeeting^ of the Sioclaty said of the Board of 
Matwgvra^ and kocsp the recurdi of Uie r^Lnic^, 

A&t. la. The Trca^irer Bhol! collect the Huh^enptlo^^ and 4cMt&tion» tfx the Sode^i liMd ^1 
it* fui]d4] rttJd make pHyineiitP arcordmg to the dirE!€tion!^ of the Mami^orfi; he fihnll kmp a true 
afeount of tho same^ &ud rcndora Htatemunt to aticonipaoy the Annual Report of th^ Sock>t.jt 

Art, 11. Any Aiitl-SlftYory Soelet>'> or iaa^ association fonaded on kiniljxjd printdple^^ HUty 
berome aiufliuy to thlFf ^dctj'^ by c^Oiitiibutkig to it« funds, and nuiy camtaunfcatjt^ with ns 
by letter m delcgiition. 

Art, 1%. The Society nhaJt hold inteUngpa on thu lust J^fonibty of Mdnch, .Time^ and S^itMn- 
beVt tar tbe tFanBaetion of any husbiess whicli nifty he presented by the Sonrd of Maungci^^ m 
for oddrodfie^i or for difieuBskir of any flvil jet^t connected, with the obj^tn of thcv JSoclety^ S|>uebkl 
racuilnji^H mfty bo culled by the B^ml of Managi'r^, or by the Jtecordiag SecMukary^ on n^pUciitJoa 
fW*in ti'ii meraliei'S of tho Society, 

Akt. 13. This ConptitntiDn mtiy be jtltcT&d nt th© Annual Mtxting for thu uholcB of ol^ei^, 
provldeil the aniendujenti proposed to \m nnule h&ve betin submitted to tb9 Board of BfAmgiei^, 
In writing f previously. Ji^ 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return prd 




35 V// 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



